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« RESOLVED 
BY the Senate and Houſe of Repreſentatives of the United 
States of America, in Congreſs aſſembled, That the Secretary 


of the Senate and the Clerk of the Houſe of Repreſentatives, be 


authorized and directed, to ſubſcribe, on ſuch terms as they may 


deem eligible, for the uſe of the Senate and Houſe of Repre- 
ſentatives, for four hundred Copies of the Journals of Congreſs, 


ſuch number of copies of different volumes of the ſets now in 
print, as may be neceſſary to complete the ſame. 


JONATHAN. DAYTON, Speaker of the 
House of Representatives. 


JAMES ROSS, President of the Senate "ED tempore. 


AryzoveD, March 2d, 1799; 
JOHN ADAMS, President 
of the United States.” 


which are propoſed to be publiſhed by Ricnuanpy FolwELL, and 
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Fribar, January 1, 1779. 


A Letter, of the 31ſt of Dec. from gen. Waſhington, was read, reſ- 

peQing brigadier du Portail, and the engineers of his corps : 
Whereupon a report from the board of war on the ſame ſubject, in 

conſequence of the general's letter of the 16th of Nov. laſt, was taken 


into conſideration, and Congreſs came to the following reſolutions : 


Whereas gen. Waſhington has expreſſed his opinion of the merit 
| and abilities of brigadier-general du Portail as being well acquainted 
with the branch he profeſſes and a gentleman of real knowledge in 


military ſcience in general, and has a very favourable opinion of Meſſrs, 


la Radiere, Loumoy and de Gouvion, who have ſerved with reputation as 
engineers in the army of the United States ; and has repreſented that 


in his judgment they will be neceſſary and uſeful in future operations: - 


Resolved, That brigadier du Portail, and Meſſrs. la Radiere, Lou- 
moy and de Gouvion, be retained in the ſervice of the United States 
as engineers for another campaign, if agreeable to their inclination, and 


7M permiſſion can be obtained from his moſt Chriſtian majeſty or his 
XX miniſter plenipotentiary. 


Resolved, That the board of war be directed to confer with Monſ. 
Gerard on the ſubject, and in caſe brigadier du Portail, and the other 


engineers ſhall conclude to remain in the ſervice of the United States, 


that the board report to Congreſs a proper arrangement and appoint- 
ment for the corps of engineers. IE: | 
The order of the day being called for, a motion was made to re- 
conſider the 9th propoſition paſſed yeſterday relative to finance: after 
debate the determination of the the queſtion was poſtponed till to-mor- 
row, by the ſtate of North-Carolina. 9 . 
Resolved, That the committee of the treaſury be directed to give 
the ſeveral ſtates, the neceſſary information reſpecting the new emiſſion 


of bills for ſuch as have been counterfeited, and to the commiſſioners of 
the loan- offices, inſtructions relative to the indented certificates to be 
given for bills to be exchanged, and to the mode of tranſmitting ſuch 


bills to the treaſurer of loans : 

That + per cent. be allowed to the commiſſioners of the loan, offices 
on the amount of bills to be exchanged by them reſpectively, in lieu 
of all other expenſes attending the ſaid buſineſs : A 

That it be recommended to the ſeveral ſtates forthwith to adopt 
ſuch meaſures as may he effectual for detecting perſons employed in 
making counterfeit bills, or paſſing the ſame, knowing them to be ſuch. 

The board of war having reported ſpecially on the caſe of col. Ho- 
gan's regiment, the ſame was taken into conlideration ; whereupon, 
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Resolved, That the board of war be directed to ſupply on the ap- 
plication of the delegates of N. Carolina, the men of col. Hogan's re- 


giment, which chiefly conſiſts of draughts from the militia of that 


ſtate, with ſuch articles of clothing as in the opinion of the board may 
be ſpared from the continental ſtock, without detriment to the ſervice 
the articles received by the regiment by order of the board to be char. 
ged to the ſaid ſtate. | | 
— > — 
S4TURDAT, January 2, 1779. 
Mr. Floyd, a delegate from New-Y ork, attended, and took his ſeat 
in Congreſs. 
The committee, to whom was referred the memorial of Meſlrs, 
Penet and Couloux reſpecting a manufaQory of fire-arms, report, 
« That the ſaid Meſſrs. Penet and Couloux propoſe to eſtabliſh a 
manufactory for making fire-arms, ſide- arms, &c. of all kinds, in ſome 
convenient place in ſome one of the United States, if they can have pro- 
per encouragement from Congreſs: that they are willing to contract 
to make and deliver 100,000 muſkets with bayonets of the beſt kind, 


completely finiſhed, at the price of 264 livres a piece, to be paid in 


ſpecie or other currency equivalent : that they will deliver 20,000 of 
the ſaid arms by the expiration of two years and an half, and the reſi- 


due within the term of ſix or ſeven years from the time of contracting: 


or if the whole number of muſkets are not wanted, they will agree to 
make any other kind of fire-arms or ſide- arms in lieu thereof, they to 
find all materials and be at the whole expenſe of making the arms :” 

The committee further report, 

„That in their opinion it will be beneficial to theſe ſtates to have 
ſuch a manufaCtory eſtabliſhed, and that the terms propoſed are rea- 
ſonable.” | | | | 

Resolved, That the board of war be authorized to contract with 
Meſſrs. Penet & Couloux for a ſuitable number of muſkets, with bay- 
onets of a proper ſize, and other arms, to be manufactured in theſe 
ſtates, agreeable to the foregoing propoſal, 

The delegates of Maſſachuletts-Bay produced credentials of their ap- 
pointment, which were read. | | | 

The determination of the queſtion for re- conſidering the 9th propo- 
fition, which was yeſterday poſtponed at the requeſt of a ſtate, was cal- 
led for, and the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Burke, 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Whipple, xd 5 


Mr. Frost, no 
Aassachusetts-Bay, Mr. S. Adams, no 
Mr. Gerry, no 
Mr. Lovell, OY an 
Mr. Holten, no 
Rhode-[sland, Mr. Ellery, no no 
Connecticut, Mr. Dyer, no 
Mr. Ellsworth, no no 
SLE, Mr. Noot, * 
New-York, Mr. Jay, ay 
Mr. Floyd, excused \ divided, 
Mr. Lewis, no 
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New- Jersey, Mr. PVitberspoon, no 
Mr. Scudder, no no 
Mr. Fell, no 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Roberdeau, no no 
Maryland, Mr. Paca, 252 4 
Mr. Henry, 4 * 
Virginia, Mr. F. L. Lee, ay . 
Mr. M. Smith, ay 
North-Carolina, Mr. Penn, ay 
Mr. Hill, ay Cay 
Mr. Burke, ay 
South-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, ay 
Mr. Drayton, ay Yay 
Mr. Hutson, ay 
Georgia, Mr. Langworthy, ay gay 


So it paſſed in the negative. | 5 

A report from the board of treaſury was read; whereupon, 

Resolved, That during the continuance of the high prices of the ne- 
ceſſaries of life, the ſalary of the treaſurer of loans be encreaſed to 
3500 dollars per annum. | 

The board of treaſury having, purſuant to orders, ſelected from the 
journals the reſolutions reſpecting the calling in certain emiſhons, and 
providing a fund for ſinking the bills of credit emitted by Congreſs, and 
prepared a preamble thereto, reported the ſame, and ſundry verbal 
amendments being made in the reſolutions, the whole was agreed to as 
follows : 

Whereas theſe United States, unprovided with revenues and not 
heretofore in a condition to raiſe them, have in the courſe of the pre- 
ſent war, repeatedly been under the neceſſity of emitting bills of credit, 
for the redemption of which, the faith of theſe United States has been 
ſolemnly pledged, and the credit of which their honor and ſafety, as 
well as juſtice, 1s highly concerned to ſupport and eſtabliſh; and, 
whereas, to that end, it is eſſentially neceſſary to aſcertain the periods 
of their redemption, and ſeaſonably to eſtabliſh funds which in due 
time, without diſtreſſing the people, ſhall make adequate proviſion for 
the ſame : and, whereas, in appointing the payments for the ſaid fund, 
it is expedient that an extra ſum be called for the current year, both 
on account of the prefent eaſe of paying it and to reduce the ſurplus 
in circulation ; therefore, | 

Resolved, That theſe United States be called on to pay in their reſ- 
pective quotas of 15,000,000 of dollars for the year 1779, and of 
6,000,000 of dollars annually for 18 years, from and after the year 
1779, as a fund for ſinking the emiſſions and loans of theſe United 
States to the 31ſt of December, 1778, incluſive : 

That if the continuance and circumſtances of the war ſhall make 
any further emiſſions neceſſary the year enſuing, they ſhall be ſunk in 
the manner and within the period aforeſaid : 

Phat any of the bills emitted by order of Congreſs prior to the year 
1780, and no others, be received in payment of the ſaid quotas : 

That the bills received on the ſaid quotas, except thoſe for the year 
1779, be applied firſt for the payment of the intereſt, and ſecondly, for 
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the principal of loans made by theſe United States prior to the year 
1780, and that the reſidue, together with thoſe received on the quotas 
of the year 1779, be not re-iſſued but burned and deſtroyed, as Congreſs 
ſhall dire. | | 

And, whereas, many counterfeits have appeared in circulation of 
various denominations of the emiſſions of May 20, 1777, and April 
11, 1778, and counterfeits of thoſe emiſſions have lately been iſſued 
by our enemies at New-York, and are found to be ſpreading and en- 
creaſing faſt in various parts of theſe United States, whereby indivi- 


. duals are defrauded, prices inhanced, and the credit of the paper cur- 


rency greatly injured ; and it is becomeneceſſary for the ſecurity of indi- 
viduals and ſafety of the public, that thoſe two emiſhons ſhould ceaſe to 
be a circulating medium, and ſhould be called in and exchanged, or 
otherwiſe provided for as ſoon as may be, with convenience to the pre- 
ſent holders ; therefore, | | 

Resolved, That the following bills be taken out of circulation, namely, 
the whole emiſhons of May 20, 1777, and April 11, 1778: 

That they be brought in for that purpoſe in the manner hereafter 
provided by the firſt day of June next, and not afterwards redeemable : 

That they be received for debts and taxes into the continental trea- 
ſury, and into the ſtate treaſuries for continenral raxes until the farſt 
day of June next : | 

That they be received until the firſt day of June next, into the con- 
tinental loan- offices, either on loan or to be exchanged, at the election 
of og owners, for other bills of like tenor to be provided for that pur- 

ole : 

That the bills lodged in ſaid offices to be ſo exchanged be there re- 
giſtered, and indented certificates thereof be given to the owners by the 
reſpective commiſſioners of the ſaid offices : | 

That the commiſſioners of the loan-offices make returns to the trea- 
ſury-board immediately after, the firſt day of June next, of the amount 
of the bills received in their reſpective offices to be exchanged as afore- 
ſaid, and that proper bills to exchange the ſame be furniſhed and rea- 


dy to be delivered out at the ſaid offices, within 60 days from and af- 


ter the ſaid firſt day of June. | | 
That the firſt mentioned bills as they are brought into the treaſuries 
and the loan- offices, be immediately croſſed and ſtruck through with a 


circular punch, one inch diameter, to be afterwards examined and bur- 
ned as Congreſs ſhall direct. | 


Ordered, That the board of treaſury prepare a circular letter to the 
ſtates, to accompany the foregoing reſolutions. 

| Mopar, January 4, 1779. 

Mr. W. Shippen, a delegate for Pennſylvania, attended, and took 
his ſeat in Congreſs. | | e 

On motion, Resolved, That a committee, to conſiſt of a member from 
each ſtate, be appointed to apportion the quotas of the taxes called for 


and to be paid by the ſeveral ſtates the current year, for redeeming the 
continental bills of credit emitted by order of Congreſs: 


The members choſen, Mr. Whipple, Mr. Holten, Mr. Collins, Mr, 
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Root, Mr. Duane, Mr. Scudder, Mr. Searle, Mr. M“ Kean, Mr. Paca, 
Mr. Smith, Mr. Burke, Mr. Laurens and Mr. Lang worthy: 

Ordered, That che committee ſit on this buſineſs this afternoon, and 
report to-morrow. | © 
Tugs bar, January 5, 1779. 

Ordered, That three members be added to the committee on the 
poſt- office: 

The members choſen, Mr. Paca, Mr. Ellery and Mr. Laurens. 

A letter from lieutenant-colonel Fleury, was read; whereupon, 

Resolved, That Monſ. Fleury be informed that Congreſs do not 
think it proper to apply to the miniſter of France in his behalf, though 
they ſhould be pleaſed with his continuance in the ſervice of the Uni- 
ted States, if he can himſelf obtain leave for that purpoſe. 

A memorial from Monſ. Oneil was read, making a tender of his ſer- 
vices, and deſiring to be employed in count Pulaſki's corps; whereupon, 

Resolved, That Congreſs have a grateful ſenſe of the offer of Mr. 
Oneil's ſervices, but that they. cannot accept of the ſaid offer. 

A letter, of the 27th of December, from major-general Schuyler, 
was read, repreſenting, © that the attention which the duties of his 
office required whilſt he was in command, left him no leiſure to pay any 
to his private affairs; that the derangement which this has occaſioned 
was greatly augmented by the devaſtation which the enemy committed 
on his eſtate, and that his loſſes are ſo very capital, that it is a duty 
he owes to his family to devote moſt of his future time to attempt a re- 
eſtabliſhment ; that to accompliſh this would be impoſſible if he con- 
tinued in public life, that he therefore wiſhes to retire, and moſt reſ- 
pectfully intreats Congreſs to accept of his reſignation.“ 

A motion was made, that his reſignation be accepted; after debate, 

Resolved, That the farther conſideration thereof be poſtponed. 

A motion was made, that the preſident confer with the commander 
in chief on the expediency of accepting major-general Schuyl-r's re. 
ſignation, and report his written anſwer : on which the yeas and nays 


being required by Mr. Lovell, 


New-Hampshire, Mr. Whipple, no] 
| Mr. Frost, 2 <6 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. Gerry, no 
Og Mr. Lovell, no >ng 
| Mr. Holten, no 
Rhode- Island, Mr. Ellery, no 
Mr. Collins, w oY 
Connecticut, Mr. Dyer, 10 N 
| Mr. Root, noy was 
New-York, Mr. Fay, a; 
Mr. G. Morris, a . 
Mr. Lewis, 4 4 
New-Tersey, Mr. Vitberspoon, oy 
Mr. Scudder, no \ no 
th Mr. Fell, a f 
Pennsylvania, Mr, Shippen, ng } 
Mr. Atlee, ay BR 
Mr, Searle, no ) 
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Maryland, Mr. Paca, ay 
Mr. Carmichael, qy þ ay 

Mr. Henry, no 
Virginia, Mr. F. L. Lee, no) 
Mr. N. Smith, ay F ay 

3 Mr. Grifin, ay 

 North-Carolina, Mr. Penn, ay 
Mr. Hill, no g no 

| Mr. Burke, no 

South-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, no 
Mr. Drayton, no g no 

Mr. Hutson, no 
Georgia, Mr. Langworthy, ay pay 


So it paſſed in the negative, 

The committee appointed to apportion the quotas which the ſeveral 
ſtates are to pay of the 15,000,000 of dollars recommended to be rai- 
ſed by taxes in the year 1779, brought in a report ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That the ſeveral ſtates raiſe by taxes reſpectively as fol- 
lows, for their quotas of the 15,000,000 of dollars for the year 1779: 


New-Hampſhire, 5 = 500,000 
Maſſachufetts-Bay, 5 - — 2,000,000 
Rhode-Iſland and Providence Plantations, 300,000 
Connecticut, - - 1,700, 000 
New-York, - - 800, 000 
New-Jerſey, „ - 800,000 
Pennſylvania, - - 1,900,000 
Delaware, - - 150,000 
Maryland, : < 1,560,000 
Virginia, - - 2,400,000 
North-Carolina, - - 1,090,000 
South-Carolina, - - 1,800,000 
Georgia, - - 0,000,000 
15,000,000 


Resolved, That the ſaid feveral ſums, or any greater ſums which 


ſhall be paid by any of the ſtates, into the continental treaſury, ſhall 


be placed to their reſpective credits on intereſt, on the ſame terms as 
are ſet forth in the reſolution of Congrels paſſed Nov. 22d, 1777. 

A memorial from the miniſter of France, was read, reſpecting ſun- 
dry paſſages in two news-papers annexed of the 2d and 5th inft. 
Ordered, That the conſideration thereof be poſtponed till to-morrow, 

— 2 — | 
WEDNESDAY, January 6, 1779. 

The delegates of Maryland laid before Congreſs a declaration of 
that ſtate relative to the confederation, and a reſolution relative to the 
treaty of commerce and treaty of alliance between France and the 
United States of America; whereupon, a motion was made, after 
debate, 

Ordered, That the conſideration thereof be poſtponed. 

A letter, of this day, from Thomas Paine, was read; whereupon, 


& 


* 
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The order of the day on the memorial of the miniſter of France was 
called for, and the ſaid memorial being read: 

Ordered, That Mr. John Dunlap, printer, and Mr. Thomas Paine, 
attend immediately at the bar of this houſe. | 

Mr. John Dunlap attending, was called in, and the news-papers of 
the 2d and 5th of Jan. inſt. intitled, «© Pennſylvania Packet or General 
Advertiſer,” being ſhewn to him, he was aſked whether he was the pub- 
liſher ; to which he anſwered, yes: 

He was then aſked who is the author of the pieces in the ſaid pa- 
pers, under the title“ Common Senſe, to the public on Mr. Deane's 
affairs ;”” to which he anſwered, Mr. Thomas Paine: he was then or- 
dered to withdraw. . 

Mr. Thomas Paine attending, was called in, and being aſked if he 
was the author of the pieces in the Pennſylvania Packet or General Ad- 
vertiſer of Jan. 2d and 5th, 1779, under the title“ Common Senſe to 
the public on Mr: Deane's affairs ;”” he anſwered that he was the au- 
thor of thoſe peices : he was then ordered to withdraws 

__ Tavsspar, January 7, 1779. 

Mr. Thomas Adams, a delegate of Virginia, attended, and took his 
ſeat in Congreſs, 5 | | | 

Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of the ſubject which was under 
debate yeſterday. And the following ſet of reſolutions were moved; 
That all the late publications in the General Advertiſer, printed by 
John Dunlap, relative to American foreign affairs, are ill-judged, pre- 
mature and indiſcrete, and that as they mult in general be * on 
very partial documents, and conſequently depend much on conjecture, 
they ought not by any means to be conſidered as juſtly authenticated: 

That Congreſs never has given occaſion for or ſanction to any of 
the ſaid publications : | | : HER; 

That Congreſs never has received any ſpecies of military-ſtores as a 
— from the court of France, or from any other court or perſons in 

urope: | | | 

That Mr. Thomas Paine for his imprudence ought immediately to 
be diſmiſſed from his office of ſecretary to the committee of foreign 
affairs, and the ſaid committee are directed to diſmiſs him accordingly, 
and to take ſuch further ſteps relative to his miſapplication of public 
papers as they ſhall deem neceſſary. 9 

In amendment, and as a ſubſtitute to the foregoing, the following 
ſet of reſolutions was moved : | 25 | 

Whereas Thomas Paine, ſecretary to the committee of foreign affairs, 
has acknowledged himſelf to be the author of a piece in the Pennſyl- 
vania Packet of Jan. 2d, 1779, under the title of Common Senſe to the 
public on Mr. Deane's affairs, in which is the following paragraph, 
Viz. © If Mr. Deane or any other gentleman will procure an order from 
Congreſs to inſpect an account in my office, or any of Mr. Deanc's friends 
8 Congreſs will take the trouble of coming themſelves, I will give 
bim or them my attendance, and ſhew them in hand writing, which 
| Mr. Deane is well acquainted with, that the ſupplies he ſo pompouſly 
plumes himſclf upon where promiſed and engaged, and that, as a pre- 
leut, before he even arrived in Frauce ; and the part that fell to Mr. 
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Deane was only to ſee it done, and how he has performed that ſervice 
the public are now acquainted with.” The laſt paragraph in the ac- 
count is “ upon Mr. Deane's arrival in France the buſineſs went into 
his hands, and the aids were at length embarked in the Amphitrite, 
Mercury and Seine.” And, whereas, the ſaid Thomas Paine hath 
alſo acknowledged himſelf to be the author of a piece in the ſucceeding 
packet of Jan. 5th, 1779, under the ſame title, in which is the follow. 
ing paragraph, to wit, “ and in the ſecond inſtance, that thoſe who are 
now her allies, prefaced that alliance by an early and generous friend. 
ſhip, yet that we might not attribute too much to human or auxiliary 
aid, ſo unfortunate were theſe ſupplies, that only one ſhip out of the 
three arrived; the Mercury and Seine fell into the hands of the enemy :” 

Resolved, That the inſinuation contained in the ſaid publications, 
that the ſupplies ſent to America in the Amphitrite, Seine and Mer- 
cury were a preſent from France, is untrue : | 

That the publications above recited tend to impoſe upon, miſlead 
and deceive the public : 

That the attempt of the ſaid Thomas Paine to authenticate the ſaid 


falſe inſinuations, by referring to papers in the office of the committee 


of foreign affairs, is an abuſe of office: 

That the ſaid Thomas Paine be, and he hereby is, diſmiſſed from his 
ſaid office. 

A third ſet of reſolutions was moved as an amendment and ſubſti. 
tute to the two foregoing ſets, viz. | 

That Congreſs are deeply concerned at the imprudent publication of 
Mr. Thomas Paine, ſecretary to the committee of foreign affairs, re- 
ferred to by the miniſter of France in his memorial of the 5th inſt. and 
are ready to adopt any meaſure conſiſtent with good policy and their 


own honour, for correcting any aſſertions or inſinuations in the ſaid 


publications, derogatory to the honour of the court of France : 

That a committee be appointed to conſider the ſaid memorial and 
paragraphs referred to, that they confer with the miniſter of France on 
the ſubject, and report as ſoon as may be. WS 

In lieu of the whole the following reſolution was moved as a ſub- 
ſtitute, viz. 

Whereas exceptionable paſſages have appeared in Mr. Dunlap's 
Pennſylvania Packet, of the 2d and 5th inſt. under the character of 
Common Senſe ; and Thomas Paine, ſecretary to the committee of fo- 
reign affairs, being called before Congreſs, avowed his being the author 


of thoſe publications : 


Resolved, That Thomas Paine be ſummoned to appear before Con- 
greſs at eleven o'clock to-morrow, and be informed what thoſe excep- 
tionable paſſages are, and called npon to explain and to ſhew by what 
authority he made thoſe publications, in order that Congreſs may take 


proper meaſures relative thereto. 


The previous queſtion was moved on the laſt amendment; whereup— 
on, the ſenſe of the houſe was taken, whether the previous queſtion is 
in order on an amendment : 

Resolved, That it is not in order. 

On the queſtion to ſubſtitute the laſt reſolution as an amendment to 
the whole, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. G. Morris, 
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So it paſſed in the negative, 


Il 
New- Hampsbire, Mr. Whipple, ay >ay 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. Gerry, no 
Mr. Lovell, no > no 
| Mr. Holten, ay 
Rbhode-Island Mr. Ellery, + Ty 
Mr. Collins, wy divided. 
Connecticut, Mr. Dyer, ay 
Mr. Root, 4 
New-York, Mr. Fay, no 
Mr. Duane, no 
Mr. G. Morris, no P 
Mr. Lewis, no 
New- Jersey, Mr. Pitberspoon, no | 
Mr. Scudder, no V no 
Mr. Fell, no 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Roberdeau, ay 
Mr. Atlee, no Lay 
Mr. Searle, ay 
Delaware, Mr. M*Kean, ay Cay 
Maryland, Mr. Paca, no 
Mr. Carmichael, no no 
Mr. Henry, ay 
Virginia, Mr. T. Adams, no 
| Mr. F. L. Lee, ay v no 
Mr. M. Smith, no 
North-Carolina, Mr. Penn, no 
Mr. Hill, no > no 
| Mr. Burke, no 
South-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, ay 
Mr. Drayton, no no 
Mr. Hutson, no 
Georgia, Mr. Langworthy, no >no 


| FRripar, January 8, 1779. 

A letter, of this day, from Thomas Paine, was read, by which he 
reſigns his office of ſecretary to the committee of foreign affairs, and 
in which are the following words, “ finding by the journals of this 
houſe of yeſterday that I am not to be heard,” &c. whereupon, 

A member deſired to be informed how Mr. Paine had acquired that 
knowledge, and the ſecretary was deſired to inform the houſe whether 
Mr. Paine had acceſs to the journal; the ſecretary anſwered, “ that | 
3 Mr. Paine had not ſeen the journal of yeſterday, nor had any other 
perſon had acceſs to it ſince the laſt adjournment, as he had taken it 
buome laſt night, and brought it with him to Congreſs this morning, ſo 


that even the clerks in the office had not ſe-n the minutes of yeſter- 

Aap, and that ſince the laſt adjournment he had not ſeen Mr. Paine, 
3 nor communicated the proceedings of Congreſs to any perſon whatever. 
*3 A motion was then made, that Mr. Thomas Paine, ſecretary to the 
1 g of foreign affairs, be directed immediately to attend at the 
be oz V. | C 5 | 
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bar of this houſe, to anſwer to certain queſtions reſpecting the con- 
tents of his letter to the preſident of Congreſs of this day. 

After debate, a ſubſtitute was moved as follows : | 

That the members of Congreſs be ſeparately examined by the pre- 
ſident on their honour, whether they have communicated the reſolu— 
tions of yeſterday to Mr. Thomas Paine, and if fo, in what manner 
they have made ſuch repreſentation. 

After debate, when the queſtion was about to be put, Mr. Laurens 
aroſe and declared that he had informed Mr. Paine, that a motion had 
been made for hearing him to-morrow at eleven o'clock, which had 
been ſeconded, that the yeas and nays had been taken thereon and paſ- 
ſed in the negative: and that he referred him to Mr. "Thompſon for 
a ſight of the journals, which would inform him more certainly, and 
he was perſuaded Mr, Thompſon would readily ſhow the journal. 

———> CD) 2 
SATURDAY, January 9, 1779. 

A report from the board of treaſury was read ; whereupon, 

Ordered, That the managers of the lottery receive the bills of the 
emiſſion of May 20, 1777, and April 11, 1778, in payment for lottery 
tickets. 

A letter, of the 6th, from the board of war, was read; whereupon, 

Resolved, That a battalion conſiſting of 600 men, properly officered, 
be forthwith raiſed on continental eſtabliſhment in Virginia, for the 
ſpace of one year from the time of their enliſtment, unleſs ſooner 
diſcharged, under the direction of the governor and council of that 
ſtate, who are hereby empowered to appoint the officers of the ſaid 
battalion out of thoſe of the Virginia line, who have been left out of 
the late arrangement of the continental army, as far as their numbers 
will reach: the regiment to conſiſt of one heutenant-colonel comman- 
dant and captain; one major and captain; fix captains ; one captain- 
licutenant ; ſeven heutenants ; nine enſigns; one ſurgeon ; one ſurge- 
on's-mate ; eight companies of 75 men each, including corporals ; three 
ſerjeants ; one drum and one fife to each company. 

That theſe troops be ſtationed at and not removed (except to ſuch 
diſtances as the duty of the poſt may require) from the barracks in 
Albemarle county, as guards over the convention troops ; that they 
receive the uſual pay of the continental army, and a ſuit of clothes as 
2 bounty to each non-commiſſioned officer and private: 

That as foon as the ſaid regiment ſhall be ſo far completed as to be 
able to do the duty of the poſt, the militia now in the ſervice there be 
diſcharged. 

A memorial from colonel Hauſegger was read; whereupon, a report 
of the board of war of September 18th, was taken into conſideration ; 
and, thereupon, 

Resolved, That the commiſſary-general of priſoners be furniſhed 
with money, from time to time, by the board of treaſury, for the pur- 
poſe of ſubſiſting the officers and ſoldiers of the United States while 
in captivity and in the actual poſſeſſion of the enemy, and to accom- 
modate them with ſufficient ſums, on account, to defray their travel- 
ling expenſes to their homes or regiments : 

That the accounts of all priſoners who ſhall hereafter be releaſed 
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from captivity, for the pay and ſubſiſtence due to them while in the 
actual poſſeſſion of the enemy, be received and adjuſted by the ſaid 
commiffary-general, who, after charging them with the monies he 
&T ſhall have ſupplied to them, ſhall certify the ſums due thereon to the 
WT pay-maſter-general, the deputy pay-maſter-general of any military de- 
X partment, or pay-maſter of the board of war and ordnance, as ſhall be 
X moſt convenient for the priſoners reſpectively, which ſums ſhall be 
3% paid by the ſaid pay-maſters upon warrants to be given for the fame, 
as uſual for other payments made by them: 

That the accounts of all priſozers heretofore releaſed from captivi- 
ty for their pay and ſubliſtence, while in the actual poſſeſſion of the 
enemy, and of all priſoners whatſoever, for all matters previous and 
XX ſubſequent thereto, be, and they are hereby directed to be ſettled by 
the commiſſioners of accounts at camp, or thoſe where Congreſs ſhall 
Xt, according to the convenience of the priſoners reſpectively, each 
"board communicating their ſettlements to the other, to prevent mal- 
practices or miſtakes ; 
> That all officers while they continue priſoners on parole, ſhall re- 
ceive their pay and ſubſiſtence of the pay-maſter-general, or deputy 
XX pay-maſter-general of the department in or neareſt to which they re- 
ſide, by warrant from the commander in chief or general-officer com- 
RX mauding in the department, or of the pay-maſter of the board of war 
and ordnance, by warrant from the board; theſe ſubordinate pay- 
W maſters to tranſmit accounts monthly to the pay-maſter-general of all 
ſuch payments : 
| That for defraying the expenſes of officers and ſoldiers releaſed 
from captivity, on their way home, or to join their regiments, the ſaid 
X commiſſary-general of priſoners and commiſhoners of accounts reſpec- 
= tively, in ſettling the accounts aforeſaid, make an allowance of one 
== day's pay and rations for every twenty miles ſuch officers and ſoldiers 
had or have to travel to their homes, in cafe of the expiration of their 
time of ſervice or releaſe on parole, or if otherwiſe, to join their regi- 
ments: | | 

That the pay-maſter-general and other perſons, having already paid 
or advanced momies to priſoners, ſend accounts thereof immediately to 
the aforeſaid commiſſioners of accounts : | 

That the commiſſary-general of priſoners be allowed a clerk to ena- 
ble him to perform the extra duty above aſſigned to him, to aſſiſt in the 
& uſual buſineſs of his department, and perform the duties and receive 

the pay and rations of a deputy commiffary of priſoners. 5 
Congreſs proceeded to the election of brigadiers, when by unani- 
mous conſent, | | 

Colonel Hogan was put in nomination as a brigadier for the North- 
Carolina troops ; and, the ballots being taken, 

Colonel Sumner, col. Hogan, col. Huger, were elected brigadiers. 

Resolved, That a brigadier be elected for the Maryland troops: 

Colonel M. Gift being nominated by the delegates of the ſtate of 
Maryland, by general conſent, 

Congreſs proceeded to an election; and, the ballots being taken, 
Colonel M. Giſt was elected. | 
The hon. Henry Laurens, Eſq; with the leave of the houſe, roſe in 
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his place to remark on a paragraph in the Pennſylvania Packet of this 
day, which he conceived might make unfavourable impreſſions againſt 3 
him, and in the courſe of his obſervations on the ſaid paragraph, rela-“ 
ted ſome things which he had, he ſaid, mentioned in Congreſs at York. 
town, Which tend to raiſe a ſuſpicion of fraudulent proceedings to the 
detriment of the public, by the houſe of Willing, Morres & Co. or 
Willing and Morris; whereupon, ."W 
Ordered, That the ſaid member be requeſted to reduce the above 
relation to writing, and lay it on the table. | 7 
Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of the letter of the 8th, from 
Thomas Paine ; whereupon, 1 
Resolved, That the determination of the queſtion of the 7th inſt. for 
ſubſtituting the laſt amendment in lieu of all the ſets of reſolutions 
moved prior to it, on which the yeas and nays were called for by Mr. 
G. Morris, did not imply, nor can it be juſtly conſtrued to imply, that 
Congreſs had determined that Mr. Thomas Paine was not to be heard, 
Movpar, January 11, 1779. | WE 
A memorial dated the 10th inſt. from the hon. ſieur Gerard, minif. 7 
ter plenipotentiary of France, was read : - 4 
Ordered, That the ſubject under debate on Thurſday laſt, be imme- 
diately taken into conſideration. | * 
On the queſtion to ſubſtitute the third ſet of reſolutions in lieu of 
the two foregoing : 1 
Paſſed in the negative. 85 5 
On the queſtion to ſubſtitute the ſecond ſet of reſolutions in the 
room of the firſt : - "0 
Reſolved in the affirmative. N — 
The firſt reſolution in the ſecond ſet was then read: nh 
Resolved, That the conſideration of the ſubject be poſtponed till to 
morrow. | = 
Mr. Laurens having reduced to writing the relation he gave to Con- 
greſs on Saturday laſt, read the ſame in his place, and laid it on the 
table according to order. | "3 
TUESDAY, January 12, 1779. bb: 
Resolved, That two members be added to the medical-committee : 
The members choſen, Mr. Burke and Mr. T. Adams. 
Whereas it may happen that a part of the monies paid for the months 
of September, October and November, to the officers and ſoldiers of 
the United States, for their pay and ſubſiſtence, may be of the emil- 
ſions of the 20th of May, 1777, and the 11th of April, 1778 : 
Resolved, That in ſuch caſe the pay-maſter-general and pay-maſters 
of the reſpective departments be directed to exchange ſuch monies, to 
the end that the ſaid officers and ſoldiers be not deprived of the uſe 
of the ſame. 3 
Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of the publications in the Penn- = 
ſylvania Packet of the 2d and 5th inſt. under the title of Common 
Senſe to the public on Mr. Deane's affairs, of which Mr. Thomas 
Paine, ſecretary of the committee of foreign affairs, has acknowledged 
himſelf to be the author; and alſo the memorials of the miniſter ple- 
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this 3 nipotentiary of France of the 5th and loch inſt, reſpecung the {aid pub- 


unſt | lications; whereupon, ; 
ela. | Resolved unanimously, That in anſwer to the memorials of the 
ork. non. ſicur Gerard, miniſter plenipotentiary, of his moſt Chbriſtn ne- 


the eſty, of the 5th and 10th inſt. the preſident be directed to afure be 
+ or laid miniſter, that Congreſs do fully, in the cleareſt and moſt cxplicit 
manner, diſavow the publications referred to in his ſaid memorials ; 
ove and as they are convinced by indiſputable evidence, that the ſupplies 
| 1 ſhipped in the Amphitrite, Seine and Mercury were not a preſent, and 
rom that his moſt Chriſtian majeſty, the great and generous ally of theſe 
ZZ United States, did not preface his alliance with any ſupplics whatever 
for ap ſent to America, ſo they have not authorized the writer of the ſaid 
ons publications to make any ſuch aſſertions as are contained therein, but 
Mr. Mon the contrary do highly diſapprove of the ſame, 
w 1 7 V E | > 
7 WEDNESDAY, Jenuary 135, 1779. | 
As letter, of the 18th of December, from lieutenant John Hough- 
niſ- Ss kirk, was read, deſiring leave to reſign : | 


4 Ordered, That his reſignation be accepted. 

me- A report from the board of treaſury was read; whereupon, 
RResolded, That the coramittee of the treaſury be authorized to con- 

1 of tract with proper perſons for ſigning bills of credit, and allow ſuch as 
be ſha!l be approved by Congreſs and engage for twelve months, a ſum 
not exceeding four dollars per thouſand for each ſigner. 

the 288 The hoard of war report, that the following French gentlemen, ha- 


"= ving ſerved as volunteers in colonel Armand's corps with much repu- 
tation, as appears by the certificate of colonel] Armand, and the recon. 
mendations of the marquis de la Fayette and others, are now about 
o- to return to France, and therefore recommend that brevets be granted 
to them under the exception in the refolution againſt granting brevets 
except to officers in the line, or in caſes of merit, viz. 
= To Monſ. le chevalier de Treuſon, the brevet of captain: | 
= To Meſirs. Verdie, Allain, de Majaſiram, Briffault, de Laumo, le 
& Tourneau, le Fievre, and the chevalier de Fontevicu, the brevets of 
= lieutenants in the ſervice of the United States: 
Resolved, That Congreſs agree to the faid report. 
EFKResolded, That the ſum of 400 dollars be paid to each of tlicſe gen- 
llemen, to enable them to proſecute their voxage to France. 
Another report from the board of war was read; whereupon, 
Resolved, That Monſ. John Barnard de Murnand be appointed 2 
. major in the corps of engineers, to take rank as fuch from the fri day 
ers of March laſt, and to receive pay and ſubſiſtence from the friſt day of 
to February laſt, the latter being the time he was employed by brigadier 


uſe % du Portail, and the former the time he wes diregicd by the commander 
in chief to act as major. 

in- esolved, That the reügra:ion of colonel Henry B. Livingſton, of 

on the 4th New-York regiment, be accepted: | 

12s Ordered, That the preſident inform colonel H. B. Livingſton, tha: 

ed WWF Congreſs have a high ſepſe of the ſervices he has rendered to his country. 
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Hartley's regiment, be re- conſidered, and that in lieu thereof it be re. 
ſolved as follows : 3 

Resolved, That the regiment lately commanded by col. Patton, 
(captain M“Lane, his ſubalterns and men raiſed in the Delaware ſtate 


excepted) and the independent companies raiſed in Pennſylvania and x 4 
afterwards annexed to col. Malcom's regiment, be incorporated with 
col. Hartley's regiment ; the whole to form a complete battalion upon 


the new eſtabliſhment, and be added to the Pennſylvania line as the 6 


11th regiment of that ſtate : that the ſeveral officers be arranged by E 
the board of war, and enjoy their rank according to their commiſſions a 


or appointments reſpectively, = 
Congrels took into conſideration a circular letter to the ſtates repor. 
ted by the board of treaſury, and the ſame was agreed to as follows : 


We cannot review the progrels of the revolution which has given Ws 
freedom to America, without admiring the goodneſs and gratefully 


acknowledging the interpolition of divine providence. 


Oppreſſed by the prince who ought to have exerted himſelf for our 
protection, and ſuddenly called upon to repel his unprovoked invaſion, 2X 
without arms or ammunition, without military difcipline or permanent 
finances, without an eſtabliſhed government or allies, infeebled by ha- 
bitual attachments to our very enemies, we were precipitated into all 
the expenſive operations incident to a ſtate of war with one of the moſt 
formidable nations on earth. Thus ſurrounded on all ſides with wants, 8 
difficulties and dangers, notwithſtanding the internal wealth of our 
country, immediate taxation was impraQucable, And for the ſame 
reaſon, and a ſhare of ill ſucceſs at different periods, we could not hope 


either at home or abroad to borrow money to ſupply our exigencies. 

Humbly relying on the favour of Heaven in a righteous cauſe, and | 
confiding in the jultice and intrepidity of our injured fellow-citizens, 
we from neceſſity embraced the expedient of emitting paper-money 


on the faith of the United States, for the expenſes of the war, an ex- 
pedient which had often been ſucceſsfully practiſed in ſeparate ſtates, 
while we were ſubjected to Britiſh domination. The implacable ven- 
geance with which we have been purſued has compelled us to the moſt 


ſtrenuous and unremitted efforts. Large iſſues of money were of con- 


ſequence indiſpenſably neceſſary, and the paper currency multiplied #8 
beyond what was competent for the purpoſes of a circulating medium. 
This alone could not fail to diſcredit it in ſome degree, the arts of an un- 8 
principled enemy have encreaſed the miſchief. In deſpair of ſubduing 
the free ſpirits of America by the force of arms or intrigues of nego- 
ciation, as their laſt effort they have had recourſe to fraud. Their 
emiiſaries have been employed in a variety of artiſices to debaſe our 
money, and to raiſe the price of commodities. The fears and appre- 


henſions of the people have been alarmed by miſrepreſentations, while 
our enemies of the higheſt rank have not heſitated to counterfeit the 
bills of credit and diſperſe them through the United States. 


Such being the embarraſiments which interrupt a free circulation of We 
our paper-money, they loudly call for a remedy, and Congreſs from a 
regard to good faith, to private juſtice and to public ſafety are bound 
do apply it, Happily by a combination of auſpicious events every ob- 


itacle is removed, and the means placed within our reach. Thoſe hoſ- 8 


ton, 


and 
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ile armies which attempted to enſlave us, no longer formidable, are 
aſted and diſperſed. Our independence 1s eſtabliſhed on a firm baſis. 
ur reſpective governments, which compole the union, are ſettled and 
a the vigorous excerciſe of uncontrouled authority, An alliance on 


Mcrms of perfect equality is formed with one of the greateſt nations on 
vith 


earth; and freed in a high degree from external aſſaults, we have lei- 


ure to direct our attention to economy and our reſources to ſupport 
the public credit. 


To raiſe the value of our paper-money and to redeem it will not, we 


re perſuaded, be difficult, nor to check and defeat the pernicious cur- 


euncy of counterfeits impracticable 3 both require a far lefs ſhare of 
public virtue and public vigilence than have diſtinguiſhed this ardous 


Ls: 
a 


pay be enacted to give 
peration. | 
X& Ordered, That the board of treaſury extract from the journal all 


Kon tlict. 


Without public inconvenience or private diſtreſs the whole of the 


ZYcbt incurred in paper emmiſſions to this day may be cancelled by 


xes; it may be cancelled in a period ſo limited as muſt leave the poſ- 


Jeſſor of the bills ſatisfied with his ſecurity, and if by a continuance of 
the war, the public ſervice ſhould demand further emiſſions, they too 
pay be cancelled within the ſame period; it being evident that our 
bility to ſuſtain a tax mult encreaſe in proportion to the quantity of 
Poney in circulation. 


The danger from counterfeits can only be avoided by calling in and 
changing the emiſſions, which have chiefly ſuffered by that ſpecies of 


raud. To publiſh the marks of detection and ſtill to leave the true 


Ils current will not be prudent, as it muſt afford an opportunity of 


Porrecting defects and cheating more ſecurely. 
Lo defend the emiſſion intended for the exchange from counter- 
it, the ſtrongeſt guards will be deviſed, and it is expected that the 


arks of authenticity will be ſo obvious, and the difficulty of ſucceſs- 


uh imitation ſo great as to diſcourage the attempt or elude its effects. 
Xx Upon thoſe weighty conſiderations Congreſs have agreed to the an- 
exed reſolutions, and recommend them to the immediate attention 


the reſpective legiſlatures of the United States, to the end that laws 
them the moſt ſpeedy, deciſive and effectual 


e reſolutions relative to finance, which are proper to be ſent to the 


veral ſtates, and commiſſioners of the continental loan-offices, and lay 


de ſame before Congreſs, in order that they may be publiſhed. 


On motion, Ordered, That the hon. Mr. Lewis be requeſted to re- 


ce to writing and lay on the table, the converſation between him 


and the hon. Mr. Laurens, on the ſubject laid before the houſe in 


4 
9 
1 y 


= 


IM g 7 
* 


PRs 
ce 
£5 8 

£1 — 
Toyo 


rr F 
* 7 
e 

is : 


#2 


Ko 


1 > 
Wn. 


9 


a writing by Mr. Laurens on the 1 th inſt. and alſo to reduce to writing 
nd lay on the table all he knows reſpecting the matter which was the 
ſubject of that converſation. N 
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THURSDAY, January 14, 1779. 

A letter, of this day, from Monſ. Gerard, was read: 

The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Drayton, Mr. S. Adams, Mr. G. 
orris, Mr, Paca and Mr. Jay, to whom was referred the letter of the 


Ih of Dec. from the hon. fieur Gerard, brought in a report, which was 
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taken into conſideration ; and thereupon, Congreſs came to the fol. 
lowing reſolutions : 4 

Whereas it has been repreſented to this houſe by the hon. ſieur WY 
Gerard, miniſter plenipotentiary of France, that “ it is pretended the 
United States have preſerved the liberty of treating with Great-Bri. 
tain {eparately from their ally, as long as Great-Britain ſhall not have 
declared war againſt the king his maſter ;” therefore, '7 

Resolved unanimously, That as neither France or theſe United 
States may ot right, ſo theſe United States will not conclude either 
truce or p*ace with the common enemy, without the formal con- 
ſent of their ally firſt obtained, and that any matters or things which 
may be inſinuated or aſſerted to the contrary thereof tend to the in. 


jury and diſhonour af the ſaid ſtates, - 

A report from the board of treaſury was read; whereupon, We : 

Resolved, That the bills to be emitted for exchanging others, agree. 
able to the reſolutions of the 2d inſt. or for ſupporting the war the 
enſuing year, be of the following denominations, viz. 65, 60, 55, 50, 8 
45, $0,-35, 30, 20, 8, 7, 3, 4, 3, 2, 1, dollars: v 

That 50,000,400 dollars be emitted for the purpoſes above- men- 
tioned, under the direction ol the board of treaſury, in 116,280 bills of 
credit of each of the denominations aforeſaid, which are to be ſeverally uM 
numbered from one progreſhvely : » 


ns W 


EP 


_— agent go ts OSS. 
8 1 1 as oy . 2 8 m . 
3 - n a > 2 


That the form of the bills be as follows: 
N. dollars. The bearer is entitled to receive 
Spaniſh milled dollars, or an equal ſum in gold or ſilver, 

according to the reſolution of Congreſs of the 14th of January, 1779.“ 

That each of the ſaid bills be numbered and ſigned by two perſons: * 

That the faith of the thirteen United States be pledged for the 
redemption of ſuch bills on or before the 1ſt day of January, 1779, 
agreeably to the reſolutions aforeſaid : ; 

That for preventing the counterfeiting of the ſaid bills, new ſtamps? 
with additional checks be provided, and a ſufficient number of proof“ 
ſheets ſtruck, and ſent with the ſignatures of each ſigner to the af. 
ſemblies of the reſpective ſtates, to be lodged by them under proper 
regulations in public offices in the ſeveral counties, towns and diſtricts, ? 
for the benefit of the inhabitants of the United States : 

That it be recommended to the ſeveral ſtates to take the moſt ſpeedy! 
and effectual meaſures for publiſhing the reſolutions of the 2d inſt. in 
their ſeveral counties, towns and diſtricts, and for encouraging the weal- 
thy inhabitants thereof to unite in aſſiſting the indigent, by exchan- 
ging, without diſcount, bills in their poſſeſſion of the emiſſions of May 
20, 1777, and April 11, 1778. | 

— 
Frinar, January 15, 1779. N 

The hon. Mr, Lewis having reduced to writing the ſubſtance of the 
converſation between him and the hon. Mr. Laurens, on the ſubje& 3 
laid before the houſe in writing by Mr. Laurens on the 11th inſt. and 
alſo what he knows re ſpecting the matter which was the ſubjec of that 
converſation, laid the ſame on the table according to order, 1 

At the requeſt of Mr. Laurens, 

Ordered, That he be furniſhed with a copy thereof. 
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e fol. The committee, conſiſting of Mr. M. Smith, Mr. Ellery, Mr. Dray- 
n, to whom was referred the letter of the 28th of November laſt 

fieur om Monſ. de Francey, having brought in a report, the ſame was ta- 

d the Jen into conſideration ; and thereupon, _ 

-Bri- Resolved, That according to the agreement entered into with Mr; 

have Me Francey, agent of Monf. de Beaumarchais, at York, on the 7th day 
I April, 1778, remittance ſhould be made with all-convenient diſpatch 

nited o the ſaid Mr. de Beaumarchais. | 

ither '# Resolved, That the requiſition of Mr. de Francey in his letter of 


1 e 28th of November laſt, is reaſonable, and that 3000 hogſheads of 


*DÞbacco, on account of theſe United States, be purchaſed, to be laden 
n board the ſhips mentioned in the ſaid letter. 


® 
i» 


ERIE 


gree- 81 | | | 
r the The Congreſs of the United States of America, ſenſible of your 
„ 50, Exertions in their favour, preſent you with their thanks, and aſſure you 
f their regard. | | | 
men. They lament the inconveniencies you have ſuffered by the great ad- 
Ils of ?Mances made in ſupport of theſe ſtates. Circumſtances have preven- 
rally dea compliance with their wiſhes, but they will take the moſt effectual 
eaſures in their power to diſcharge the debt due to you. | 
Ie liberal ſentiments and extenſive views which alone could diate 
ceive conduct like yours, are conſpicuous in your actions and adorn your 
Iver, haracter. While with great talents you ſerved your prince, you have 
79,” Wined the eſtecm of this infant republic and will receive the merited 
ons : * Applauſe of a new world. By order of Congreſs, 
r the Preſident. 
779, — 2 — | 
MM S4TURDAT, January 16, 1779. 
amps The board of treaſury having conſidered a letter from the commiſ- 
proof oners of accounts in the northern-department of the 12th of Novem- 
e aſ. her, and another of the 29th of December laſt, report, | 
roper That Eleazer Wales and Edward Chin, Efqrs; two of the commiſ— 
ricts, Poners of accounts in the northern-department, continue their office 
Albany until the 1ſt of April next, and then repair with their books 
xeedy d papers to the board of treaſury ; and that John Wells, Eſq; be in- 
ſt. in Armed that his immediate attendance is nc<ceſlary in the chamber of 
weal- counts: | 
han-. Resolved, That Congreſs agree to the faid report. | 
May Nesolved, That the commiſſioners of the treaſury be authorized to 


rec the treaſurer to exchange, for any officers entruſted with pub- 
; lic money by the United States, ſuch part thereof not having been ex- 
pended by him as he ſhall declare on oath to be in his poſſeſhon in bills 


f the .» the emiſſions of May the 20tb, 1777, and April 11th, 1778. 
bjet 3 The committee on the treaſury, who were dire ed to extract from 
. and he journals the ſeveral reſolutions reſpecting finance, in order that 


that 


N 
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9 
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hey may be printed, reported that they have executed that buſineſs, 
Ind are of opinion that the circular letter and the reſolutions of the 
Id, and 5th inſt. be printed on one ſheet, that the others be printed in 


22 {<parate ſheet ; that 100 copies of each be ſtruck off; and that the 


Vox. V. | D 
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eircular letter to the ſtates be ſigned by the preſident, with ſuch a di. 
rection or preface as he ſhall judge proper; that after the word Geor- 
gia in the apportionment of the 15,000,000 to be raiſed by the ſtates 
agreeable to the reſolution of the 5th, be inſerted the following words, 
« being invaded is hereafter to raiſe her proportion.“ | 

Resolved, That Congreſs agree to the report. 

Congreſs took into conſideration the letters from Thomas Paine 
whereupon a motion was made, 

That Mr. Thomas Paine, ſecretary to the committee of foreign af. 
fair, be diſmiſſed from office. | 

To which an amendment was offered as a ſubſtitue in the following 
words, 

„That Thomas Paine be directed to attend at the bar of this houſe 
on Monday next, at 11 o'clock, to anſwer whether he had any direc- 
tion or permiſſion from the committee of foreign affairs, for the publi- 
cations of which, he confeſſed himſelf to be the author when he was be- 
fore the houſe on the 6th day of January laſt.” 

Another amendment was moved as a ſubſtitute to both the forego- 
ing propoſitions in the words following, 

« Whereas Congreſs were about to proceed againſt Thomas Paine, 
ſecretary to the committee of foreign affairs, for certain publications 
and letters as being inconſiſtent with his official character and duty, 
when the ſaid Thomas Paine reſigned his office; thereupon, 

Resolved, That the ſaid Thomas Paine is diſmiſſed from any far- 
ther ſervice in the ſaid office, and the committee of foreign affairs are 
directed to call upon ſaid Thomas Paine, and receive from him on oath 
all public letters, papers and documents in his poſſeſſion.” 

A fourth amendment was moved as a ſubſtitute to the whole in the 
words following, | 

Resolved, That the committee of foreign affairs be directed to 
take out of the poſſeſhon of Thomas Paine, all the public papers entruſ- 
ted to him as ſecretary to that committee, and then diſcharge him from 
that office.” | 

When the queſtion was about to be put, a diviſion was called for, 
and the queſtion being put to adopt the firſt part. 

Paſſed in the affirmative. | 

On the queſtion to adopt the ſecond part, the yeas and nays being 
required by Mr. Lovell, 

It was reſolved in the affirmative. 5 

The queſtion being then about to be put on the main queſtion, a divi- 
Hon was called for, and the yeas and nays being required on the firſt 
part by Mr. M<Kean, 

Resolved unanimously, in the affirmative. 

On the queſtion to agree to the ſecond clauſe, namely, “ and then 


diſcharge him from that office,“ the yeas and nays being required by 


Mr. Penn, | 


New. Hampshire, Mr. Whipple, no >no 

Aassachusetts-Bay, Mr. Gerry, no 
Mr. S. Adams, no 5 
Mr. Lovell, $f: 
Mr. Holten, a 


en 


dy 
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Rhode-Island, Mr. Ellery, $0 #75 
| Mr. Collins, 71 nun,. 
Connecticut, Mr. Dyer, no 
Mr. Root, Sf 5 
New-York, Mr. Fay, ay ? . 
| Mr. Lewis, vy * 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Roberdeau, no 
| Mr. Searle, no 
Mr. Atlee, ay od 
Mr. Shippen, no 
Delaware, | Mr. M*XKean, no no 
Maryland, Mr. Paca, ay 
Mr. Carmichael, 4 nd 
Virginia, Mr. 7. Adams, ay) 
Mr. F. L. Lee, a” 
Mr. M. Smith, ay 
North-Carolina, Mr. Penn, &y 
Mr. Hill, 42 
Mr. Burke, ay 
South-Carolina, Mr. Drayton, a Th 
Mr. Moon, 25 divided. 
Georgia, Mr. Langworthy, ay pay 


So the ſtates being divided the clauſe was loſt, 
TUESDAY, January 19, 1779. 

The hon. Mr. Laurens, with the leave of the houſe, read in his place 
and laid on the table, a paper reſpecting the ſubject mentioned in his 
former paper and that delivered in by the hon. Mr. Lewis : 

Ordered, That the ſeveral papers delivered in by Mr. Laurens and 
Mr. Lewis be referred to a committee of five, and that they be direc- 
ted to enquire into the facts therein ſet forth, and call upon Mr. R. 
Morris to anſwer, and that they report to Congreſs : EE. 

The members choſen, Mr. M. Smith, Mr. Ellery, Mr. Ellſworth, 
Mr, Paca and Mr. T. Adams. 150 

| WEDNESDAY, Fanuary 20, 1779. 

A letter, of this day, from Mr. S. Deane, was read; whereupon, 

Resolved, That a committee, confiſting of one member trom each 
tate, be appointed to take into conſideration the foreign affairs of 
theſe United States, and alſo the conduct of the late and preſent 
commiſſioners of theſe ſtates in Europe, and report thereon : 

The members choſen, Mr. Whipple, Mr. Gerry, Mr. Ellery, Mr. 
Ellſworth, Mr. Duane, Mr. Fell, Mr. Searle, Mr. M*Kean, Mr. Pa- 
ca, Mr. M. Smith, Mr. Burke, Mr. Laurens and Mr. Langworthy. 

Mr. Laurens read in his place a poſtſcript to a private letter from 
the deputy pay-maſter-general in Georgia, informing, that the military- 
cheſt is nearly exhauſted, and mentioning the neceſſity of a further 
lupply of 1,000,000 of dollars for the uſe of that department: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the board of treaſury. 

— 2. äAü 
THURSDAY, January 21, 1779. 
A memorial from the hon. ſieur Gerard, miniſter plenipotentiary of 
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France and conſul-general, was read, encloſing a commiſhon of conſul 
in the port of Boſton and other ports in Maſſachuſetts-Bay, to the ſieur 
Valnais : 

Ordered, That the ſame be referred to the marine-committee, and 
that they be inſtructed to regiſter the commiſſion and return the origi- 
nal to Mr. Valnais, and take the proper meaſures for making him 
known to all whom it may concern, as conſul of France in the ſtate 
of Maſſachuſetts- Bay. 

The committee on the treaſury brought in a report; whereupon, 

Resolved, That the pay-maſter of the board of war and ordnance, be 
directed to carry into execution the reſolution of Congreſs of the 12th 
of Jan. for exchanging bills of the emiſhons of May 20th, 1777, and 
April 11th, 1778, ſo far as reſpects officers and ſoldiers in this city, 
tranſmitting an account of ſuch exchanges to the pay-maſter-general 
or deputy pay-maſter of the department to which ſuch officers and ſol. 
diers reſpectively belong. 

Whereas in adjuſting the accounts of the army, many inconvenien- 
cies to the public as well as individuals have ariſen from the diſtance of 
the offices of the auditors and pay-maſter-general from the quarters 
of the commanding-officer, and for remedy thereof the proviſion alrea, 
dy made, is inadequate to the purpoſe : 
 Regsolved, That the auditors of the army and the pay-maſter or de- 
puty pay-maſter-general, be authorized to provide for themſelves ref. 
pectively, from time to time, a convenient houſe near head-quarters 
for an office; that they be not precluded from their choice, unleſs by 
order of the commander in chief or commanding-officer of the depart- 
ment, and that no other officers be quartered therein. 

Whereas the militia furniſhed by the ſtate of Virginia, have recei- 
ved ſupplies of money from the continental treaſurer, pay-waſter-gene- 
ral and deputy pay-maſter-general in the ſaid ſtate, in addition to the 
ſums that may have been advanced by the ſaid ſtate ; . 

Resolved, That the auditor- general and the auditors of the army, be 
re ſpectively directed to tranſmit to his excellency the governor of the 
ſaid ſtate, all accounts in their offices of monies advanced as aforeſaid, 
that effectual meaſures may be taken by the ſaid ſtate for preventing 
loſs to the public as well as to individuals in the ſettlement of the ſaid 
accounts. . 2 | 
| Frrpar, Fanuary 22, 1779. 

A letter, of the 15th, from col. Lambert Cadwallader, of the Penn- 
fylvania forces, to the board of war, was laid before Congreſs, and 
read, requeſting leave to reſign his commiſſion : | 

Resolved, That his reſignation be accepted. 

The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Duane, Mr. Root, Mr. M. Smith, 
Mr. G. Morris, Mr. Laurens, to whom was referred a letter of 19th 
Dec. laſt from major-general Lincoln, brought in a report ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That letters be diſpatched to their excellencies the gover- 
nors of Virginia and N. Carolina, earneſtly requeſting them to preſs 
forward the relief formerly recommended by Congreſs to be ſent from 
thoſe ſtates to S. Carolina and Georgia, and ſuch further aſſiſtance as 
may be requeſted by the commanding-officer in the ſouthern-depart- 
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ment, and that particular attention be paid to the arming them in the 
beſt manner, and retaining them as long as the ſervice ſhall render i 


neceſſary : and that the governor of Virginia be requeſted to ſend for- 


ward to S. Carolina ſuch part of the regiment of artillery raiſed by 
the ſtate of Virginia as may be ſpared on that ſervice, 

In debating the foregoing reſolution, a motion was made to amend 
it as far as it reſpects North-Carolina, in manner following: 

„ That the preſident write to the governor of N. Carolina, requeſ- 
ting him to lay before the general aſſembly of that ſtate, the earneſt 
deſire of Congreſs that they ſend ſuch aid of militia to the aſſiſtance 
of S. Carolina or Georgia, as the commanding-officer in the ſouthern- 
department fhall requeſt,” 

An amendment on the amendment was moved as follows : 

« And that the ſtate of N. Carolina be requeſted to grant ſuch fur- 
ther aſſiſtance as may be requeſted by the commanding-officer in the 


ſouthern-department.“ 
On this the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Burke, 


New-Hampshire, Mr. W bipple, o? no 


Mr. Frost, no 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. S. Adams, no >* 
Rhode-lsland, Mr. Collins, no >no 
Connecticut Mr. Dyer a 3 

| ; Mr, 7 ok 4 e 
New-York, Mr. Fay, no 

Mr. Duane, ay no 

Mr. Floyd, 2 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Roberdeau, no 
| Mr. Searle, nol 

Mr. Clingan, no (* 
| Mr. Shippen, no 
Delaware, Mr. M*Kean, no no 
Maryland, Mr. Paca, n 

| Mr. Heary, no 5 
Virginia, Mr. T. Adams, no 

Mr, F. L. Lee, no no 

Mr. M. Smith, 0 
North-Carolina, Mr. Penn, ay 

| Mr. Fill, 9 fo 
| Mr. Burke, ay 
South-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, no 
Mr. Drayton, no no 
Mr. Hutson, no 
Georgia, Mr. Langworthy, no >no 


So it paſſed in the negative. — 

Queſtion put on the amendment, paſſed in the negative. 

Congreſs took into conſideration the report of the committee, con- 
fiſting of Mr. Duane, Mr. Smith, Mr. S. Adams, to whom was re— 
ferred a letter from the hon. fieur Gerard to the marine- committee, 
and thereupon paſſed an order, that the committee wait on the ſieur 
Gerard and confer. with him on the ſubject of ſupplies requeſted by 


b 
* 
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him, and give him a candid repreſentation of the condition of our re- 
ſourſes for flour, bread, &c. from the beſt information we have been 
able to collect, and report what ought and may be done in reſpect to 
the ſupplies aſked. 


S4TURDAY, Fanuary 23, 1779. 


Mr. Frelinghauſen, a delegate from New-Jerſey, attended, 

Resolved, That a member be added to the committee on the provi- 
fion departments : 

The member choſen, Mr, F. L. Lee. 

A letter, of the 21ſt, from gen. Waſhington, was read ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That col. Rawlings and ſuch of the officers of his corps 
as ſhall be appointed by the commander in chief, forthwith recruit 
three companies of that corps to the full complement : 

That the volunteers be enliſted for the war and ordered to repair to 
Fort-Pitt : | 

That each able-bodied recruit who ſhall paſs muſter, ſhall be allowed 
ſuch bounties as are or ſhall be granted by Congrels for recruiting the 
army for the enſuing campaign ; and that the board of war take pro- 
per meaſures for carrying this reſolution into effect. 

A letter, of the 6th, from major-general Philips, was read, requeſ- 
ting leave to go into New-York, and to be permitted to remain there 
fix weeks; whereupon, | 

Resolved, That, however willing Congreſs may be to ſoften the ri- 
gors of war by granting every indulgence to officers who are priſoners, 
yet juſtice to their own officers, who are all ſummoned into N. York, 
forbids their granting major-general Philips's requeſt. | 

Ordered, That the commander in chiet be directed to order major- 
general Philips immediately to repair to the place of his deſtination in 
Virginia. 

Congreſs took into conſideration the report of the committee, con- 
fiſting of Mr. G. Morris, Mr. Reed, Mr. Witherſpoon, on ſundry let- 
ters from major-general Mifflin, late quarter-maſter-general, which was 
read as follows : | | 

We your committee, appointed by a reſolve of the 17th of Auguſt 
laſt, upon ſundry letters addreſſed to Congreſs by major-general Mif- 
flin, late quarter-maſter-general, beg leave to report, 

That upon peruſal of ſundry Jetters wrote by the commander in 
chief during laſt winter, and by your committee then ſitting in camp, 
it appears that the troops ſuffered very great and ſore diſtreſs in the 
articles of proviſions, forage and camp tranſportation; that the ſaid 
diſtreſs is therein aſcribed to the negleR, deficiencies or other miſma- 
nagement of the {aid department: | | 

That Congreſs on the 11th of June laſt, paſſed the following re- 
ſolve, viz. 

That gen. Waſhington be directed to order an enquiry to be made 
into the conduct of major-general Mifflin, late quarter-maſter-general, 
and the other officers who acted under him in that department, and if 
it ſhall appear that the extraordinary deficiencies thereof, and the con- 
icquent diſtrefſes of the army, were chargeable to the miſconduR of 
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the ſaid quarter-maſter- general or any of the ſaid officers, that a court- 
martial be forthwith held on the delinquents.” 

That it does not appear to your commirtee that any proceedings 
have been ſince had thereupon. Your committee alſo beg leave to add, 
that during their confideration of this matter, information was given 
to them, ſupported by ſundry affidavits, from which it appears proba- 
ble that during the winter 1777, and the ſpring 1778, when the army 


was in the ſuffering ſtate before mentioned, ſundry brigades of WAg- 


gons in the public ſervice were ſent to New-Windſor, Newburgh, 
Hartford and Boſton, with flour and iron on private accounts, and 
brought back private property : that it alſo appears probable from ſaid 
affidavits, that the ſaid flour and iron had been taken as for public uſe 
at the regulated prices then fixed by law; and that the waggons, du- 
ring ſuch tranſportation, were ſubſiſted at the different poſts on the 
public forage : that col. Robert Lettis Hooper, then and now deputy 
quarter-maſter-general, appears to have been the principal director of 
the ſaid waggons at that time : | | 

Your committee therefore, under all theſe circumſtances of the caſe, 
report, that if the ſaid reſolution of the 11th of June 1s to be carried 
into execution, the ſame {ſhould be done by a court of enquiry and 
court-martial in the uſual manner: and that gen. Waſhington be di- 


rected to proceed accordingly, the parties concerned having reaſona- 


ble notice. Your committee alſo prefent to the houſe the affidavits 
they have taken and the minutes of their proceeding, to be diſpoſed of 
as Congreſs think proper :” whereupon, | 

Resolved, That Congreſs agree to the ſaid report. | 

Ordered, That a copy thereof, together with the affidavits, &c. there- 
in mentioned, be tranſmitted to the commander in chief, 

Congreſs took into conſideration the letter from count Mountfort, 
major in count Pulaſki's legion, deſiring leave to reſign his commiſſion, 
in order to return home on account of his private affairs ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That his reſignation be accepted, and that he be allowed 
his uſual rations for the ſpace of two months, provided he ſhall not em- 
bark before the expiration of that time, 

Congreſs took into conſideration the report of a committee, conſiſt. 
ing of Mr. Duane, Mr. Root, Mr. M. Smith, Mr. G. Morris, Mr. 
Laurens, appointed to confer with the commander in chief; where- 
upon, | | IDS 

Resolved, That the commander in chief be authorized and directed 
to take the moſt effectual meaſures, to re-enliſt for the continuance of the 
war, all ſuch of the continental troops as are not expreſsly engaged for 
that period, as well as for raiſing new recruits in the United States, 
to complete the battalions to their proper complement ; and for thoſe 
purpoſes, beſides the bounties of clothing, and at the expiration of the 
war of money and land heretofore provided by Congrels, for encoura— 
ging the recruiting ſervice, to grant to each able-bodied foldier now in 
the ſervice, and who ſhall voluntarily re-enliſt duriug the war, a bounty 
according to the circumſtances of his prelent engagement, but not to 
exceed in any caſe 200 dollars; and to each new raiſed recruit who 
all enliſt in any of the continental battalions during the war, ſuch a 
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bounty as the commander in chief ſhall judge proper, but not to ex- 
ceed 200 dollars; | 

Resolved, That there be allowed to the officers to be appointed to 
re-enliſt during the war ſuch of the ſoldiers as are not engaged for that 


period, and to the officers to be appointed to recruit the new-levies in 


the country reſpectively, ſuch reward as the commander in chief ſhall 
think fit, in the firſt caſe not to exceed 10 dollars, nor in the laſt 20 
dollars for each able-bodied man who ſhall paſs muſtery with three dol- 
lars per day for his expenſes whilſt in the recruiting ſervice. 

Resolved, That the commander in chief be directed to ſuperintend 
and direct the military operations in all the departments in theſe ſtates, 
ſubject to the regulations and orders of Congreſs, from time to time, 
which are to be tranſmitted to the commander in chief, and by him to 
the departments for which they ſhall be calculated, except in caſes of 
evident neceſſity, when they may be ſent directly to the commanding- 
officer of the department, adviling the commander in chief thereof, 

Resolved, That the commiſſary of priſoners reſide at the head-quar- 
ters of the army; that he ſhall make no exchange of priſoners but ſuch 
as ſhall be directed by Congreſs, the board of war or commander in 
chief, or with reſpe & to marine priſoners, by the marine- committee: 

That all future inſtructions reſpecting his department, ſhall be tranſ- 
mitted to him through the commander in chief: | | 

That whenever the commiſſary ſhall think it neceſſary to ſend a flag 
into the enemy's lines with proviſions for the priſoners or on any other 
buſineſs, he ſhall make application to the commander in chief, who will 
judge of the cauſe and propriety in point of time and other circum- 

Rances. 

Resolved, That the direQor-general of the medical-department be 
authorized and inſtructed to enjoin the ſeveral deputy directors, phy- 
ſicians and ſurgeons-general and other officers under his ſuperinten- 
dance, to attend and perform ſuch duties at any poſt or place, as a 
change of the poſition of the army or other circumſtances may, from 


time to time, make neceſſary, and ſhall be required by the commander 


in chief, notwithſtanding ſuch deputy director, phyſician or ſurgeon is 
by the general arrangement of the hoſpitals attached to a particular 
department: and that in caſe of any diſpute concerning their ſeniority 
or precedence, the director-general ſhall determine the ſame in the firſt 
inſtance, the party ſuppoſing himſelf aggrieved being at liberty to ap- 
peal for redreſs to the medical-committee. N 

Resolved, That the director- general be authorized and inſtructed to 
ſupply, for the uſe of the regimental-ſurgeons, ſuch medicines and re- 
freſhments as may be proper for the relief of the ſick and wounded be- 


fore their removal to a general-hoſpital, and to be diſpenſed under the 


care and at the diſcretion of the phyſician and ſurgeon-general of the 
army. | 
Resolved, That an additional auditor of accounts be appointed in 
the grand army. 
| —— 7 — 
| Movbar, January 25, 1779, 
The committee on the treaſury brought in a report ; whereupon, 
Resolved, That all accounts due for back-rations of the army to the 
laſt day of December, 1776, incluſive, be exhibited to the auditors of 
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the army for ſettlement, before the firſt "my of June next, or not t afte r- 
wards allowed. 
— > 
TUESDAr, January 26, 1779. 

Mr. M. Smith laid before Congrels ſundry papers, which he infor- 
med the houſe contained matters of public information, and which the 
delegates of Virginia were inftructed to lay before Congreſs : the pa- 

ers being read, are 

Firſt, An account, headed“ ſums advanced for the ſtate of Virginia, 
by the hon. Arthur Lee, Eſq; dated the 3d of Sept. 1778,” and under- 
ſigned © a true copy H. Ford, fecretary ;” on which is endorſed as fol- 
lows, © the delegates from the ſtate of Virginia are inſtructed to lay 
this paper before Congreſs, with a view to inform them that Hezekiah 
Ford, who ſigus it as ſecretary to the hon. Arthur Lee, hath been and 
1 conſidered: by the governor and council of this ſtate as an enemy to 
the American cauſe of independence, and by no means a ſit ſubject to 
be near the perſon of an American commilſlioner in Europe, or entruſ- 
ted with any of the ſecrets of the United States or of their allies. Ja- 
nuary the 25th, 1779.” 

Ordered, That the committee of foreign affairs communicate to the 
hon. Mr. A: Lee, by the firit opportunity, the purport of the above 
endorſement, that he may be acquainted with the character of Mr. 
Ford. 

Second paper. A refotution of the general aſſembly of Virginia, da- 
ted December the 18th, 1778, „ for the more effectually enabling 
Congreſs to comply with the promiſe of a bounty in lands to the offi. 
cers and ſoldiers of tha army on continental eſtabliſhment, 

Third. A reſolution of the general aſſembly of Virginia, directing 


the governor to give Congreſs information reſpecting the ſtate of the 


treaſury of that ſtate. 
Ordered, That this be referred to the board of treaſury. 
——̃ 1 — 
WEDNESDAY, Fanuary 27, 1779. 

Resolved, That a commiſſion of lieutenant in the ſervice of the Uni— 
ted States, be granted to the marquis de Britigny, and that he be re— 
commended to the particular notice of general Waſhington. 

A letter, of this day, from gen. Waſhington, was read, encloſing a 
letter from capt. Stoddard, requeſting leave of abſence to go to France 
for the recovery of his health: 

Ordered, That a furlough be granted to capt. Stoddard for the pur— 
pole mentioned in his letter. 

The firſt reſolution paſſed the 23d, on the report of the committee 
appointed to confer with the ene da in chief being re- conſidered, 
and ſundry amendments moved thereto: 


Ordered, That the faid reſolution, together with the amendments, 
be re- committed; 


Ordered, That the preſident furniſh the marquis de Britigny with 


the commiſſion granted to him, and expedite as ſoon as poſſtble the 
qiſpatches to count d' Eſtaing, giving the marquis ſuch letters of cre- 
dence and inſtructions as the preſident (hall judge proper, conſiſtent 


with the views of Congreſs as expreſſed i in their reſolutions of the 22d: 
e E 


„ © 
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"That the captain of the veſſel in which the marquis may embark, 
receive ſuch orders as ſhall be agreed on by the pretident of Congrels 
and chairman of the marine-committee., 

The committee on the treaſury brought in a report ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That the council employed to proſecute Cornelius Sweers, 
be authorized to deliver to him ſuch of his private papers as do not 
relate to the complaint againſt him, and copies of all fſuch other papers 
as his council may judge neceſſary for his defence. 

THURSDAY, January 29, 1779. 

The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Drayton, Mr. Ellery, Mr. M. 
Smith and Mr. Henry, to whom was referred a memorial from baron 
de Thulier, brought in a report; which, together with a report from 
the board of war reſpecting Monſ. Mauleon, was taken into conſidera— 
tion; whereupon, 

Resolved, That the preſident be defired to write letters to the ba- 
ron de Thulier and Monf. de Mauleon, thanking them for the offer 
of their ſervices to the United States, and informing them that as the 
ſituation of affairs do not admit of their being employed in the public 
ſervice in ſtations ſuitable to their merit, Congreſs cannot have the 
pleaſure of accepting the offers of their ſervice : 

And as theſe gentlemen have been long in attending the deciſion of 
Congreſs upon. their applications, and have thereby ſulkuined a heavy 
expenſe, and will alfo fuſtain an additional expenſe in their return to 
Europe: | 

Resolved, That 1500 dollars be granted to each of them, to enable 
them to return to Europe. 

The committee appointed to confer with the commander in chief, 
to whom was referred a letter of the 19th, with ſundry papers cnclo- 
ſed, from the commilſary of priſoners, brought in a report; whereupon 
Congrels came to the following reſolutions : 

Whereas it has been repreſented in behalf of fir Hevry Clinton, 
commanding the Britiſh troops in New-York, that ſome officers of the 
army of theſe United States have withdrawn themielves from capti— 
vity contrary to their paroles ; and ſuch a breach of public honour and 
private faith being in every view reprehenſible and injurious : 

Regolved, That the commander in chief be dirt Sed to make ſtrict 
enquiry into the truth of the Taid allegation, and if it ſhall appear to 
be well founded, to take the neceſſary meaſures for cauſing every offi- 
cer Who fhall have eſcaped from captivity in violation of his parole, to 
be returuet witkin the eiemy's lines, or to order the commiſſery of 
pritoners to account in his exchange for all ſuch officers, in ſuch man- 
ner as is agreeable to the practice and to the principles which have 
heretofore regulated exchanges between the two armies, and to report 
the names of ſuch ofhcers to the board of war: | 

And it being further reprelented to Conprets by the commiſſary of 
pritoners, that divers Britiſh officers, priſoners to theſe ſtates, have vio- 
lated their paroles: 

Resolved, That the commander in chief be directed to require of fir 
Henry Clinton, or officer commanding the Britiſh troops, the ſame de- 
gree of jultice with reſpect to the Britiſh officers, priſoners to theſe 
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United ſtates, who have broken their parole, which this Congreſs have 
directed to be done on their part by the preceeding reſolution, 
—ͤ J — 
SATURDAY, January 30, 1779. 

A letter, of the 29th, from gen. Waſhington, was read, with an ex- 
track of a letter from gov. Clinton encloſed, repreſenting, that after 
the lols of the forts in the Highlands, a part of the army was detached 
on the weſt-ſide of the river, which, joined by a part of the militia, 
were under his command; that the river being the hounds between 
the different purchaling commiſſaries, none could be found to ſupply 
the troops; in conſequence whereof he was reduced to the neceility 
of taking from the inhabitants the neceſiary {ſuppli-s of flour and cat- 
tle which were delivered to the iſſuing commiſſaries, who paſſed their 
receipts to the owners; that {ſimilar meaſures were taken by the quar- 
ter-maſters to obtain forage ; that different applications have been made 
to have theſe accounts ſettled and paid, but without effect; whereupon, 

Resolved, That the quarter-maſter and commiffary-general be au— 
thorized and directed to pay ſuch of the ſaid accounts as are certified 
by governor Clinton, 

The committee on the treaſury, to whom was re-committed their 
report of the 22d, brought in another report ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That all accounts for back-raticns of the army to the laſt 
day of Dec. 1776, incluſive, be exhibited to the auditors of the army 
for ſettlement, by the Iſt day of June next, or not afterwards allowed: 

That ſuch accounts due to any officers or ſoldiers in the regiments 
or corps now in ſervice, be collected in the following form: 


Account of rations due to officers and soldiers of the regiment or corps 


commanded by 
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and that in the column of caſualties the names of all abſentees, ex- 
cept thoſe on command or furlough, be inſerted : * 

That the accounts formed into ſuch abſtracts be atteſted before the 
commanding-officer of the brigade, and that warrants iffue for the 
amount of them in favour of the pay-maſters of the reſpective regi— 
ments, and that they pay out the monies received thereon. 

Resolved, That three commiſſioners be appointed to examine with 
the treaſurer of loans, and deſtroy the bills of creait of theſe United 
States of the emiſſions of May 20, 1777, and April 11, 1778, under 
the direction of the board of treatury. TR? | 

AMonpar, February l, 1779. 

A letter, of the 50th of Jan. from gen. Wathington, was read, rei- 
pecting the ſupplies of the troops on the weſtern-trontiers ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That the commander in chief give ſuch directions as he 
may think proper for arranging the commiſſary's and quarter-maſter's 
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departments to the weſtward, any reſolutions of Congreſs notwith- 
ſtanding ; and that for his information the ſecretary be directed to lay 
before him the ſeveral letters on that ſubject from col. G. Morgan to 
Congrels ; and that the board of war communicate to him all neceſſary 
intelligence that may have come to them reſpecting the ſame ſubject. 

A letter, of the 29th, from the preiident of Pennſylvania in council, 
with ſundry papers encloſed, was read, repreſenting, that major Clark- 
{on, aid-de-camp to major-general Arnold, has refuled to obey the 
{ſummons of the ſaid preſident and the executive council of Pennſyl- 
vania, to attend the ſaid council on a complaint againſt him for gran- 
ting a recommendation to Miſs Levy, to go into N. York, contrary to 
a reſolution of Congreſs of the 21ſt of Auguſt, 1778, and repreſenting 
further, that the ſaid refuſal was conceived in very indecent and diſrel- 
pectful terms: 

On motion that the ſame be committed; the yeas and nays being 
required by Mr. Roberdeau, | 


New- Hompshire, Mr. Whipple, no >10 
Tassachuseits-Bay, Mr. Gerry, ay 
Mr. Lovell, no I no 
Mr. Holten, no 
Rhode-Tsland, Mr. Ellery, 4 2 
Mr. Collins, A divided. 
Connecticut, Mr. Dyer, no | 
| Mr. Ellsworth, no no 
Mr. Root, 9 
Ner- Vora, Mr. Jay, ay 
Mr. Lewis, A” 
Mr. Floyd, no 
New-TJersey, Mr. Fell, no 
Mr. Frelinghausen, _ 155 
Pennsyloanta, Mr. Roberdeau, no 
| Mr. Clingan,, no 
Mr. Searle, no >no 
Mr. Atlee, No 
| Mr. Shippen, no | 
Delaware, Mr. Me Kean, no no 
Maryland, Mr. Paca, no 
Mr. Carmichael, a” 
| Mr. Henry, no 
Virginia, Mr. T. Adams, ng 
Mr. F. I.. Lee, no A no 
Mr. Griffin, 5 
 North-CGarolina, Mr. Hill, no 
Mr. Burke, | 220 hg 
South-Carolinga, Mr. Laurens, no 
Mr. Drayton, no F119 
Mr. Hutson, no 
Georgia, Mr. Langworthy, no no 


Ordered, That major Clarkſon, aid-de-camp to major-general Ar- 
nold, do not leave the city until the further order of Congreſs, 
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Turspar, February 2, 1779. 


The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Duane, Mr. Root, Mr. M. Smith, 
Mr. G. Morris, Mr. Drayton and Mr. Hutſon, appointed to confer 


with the commander in chief reſpecting the aid necellary to be ſent 


to South-Carolina and Georgia, brought in a report; whereupon, 

Resolved, That count Pulaſki be ordered to march with his legion 
to South-Carolina, and put himſelf under the command of major-gene— 
ral Lincoln, or the commanding-ofticer of the fouthern- department: 

That the continental troops in N. Carolina, faid to be on furlough, 
be immediately called in and ordered to march into S. Carolina, and 
follow the orders of the commanding-officer as aforcſaid : 

That the governments of Virginia and North-Carolina be requeſted 
to afford all-poſhble aid to South-Carolina and Georgia of men, arms 
and other neceſfary articles at the continental expenſe : 

That orders be immediately iſſued for tranſporting to South-Caro- 
lina, by the moſt fafe and expeditious carriage, 128 barrels of gun- 
powder, and 12 cheſts of arms at Edentown, and 125 cheſts of arms 
at Baltimore : all the property of the United States : 

That col. de Cambray, be ordered to repair to Baltimore and Eden- 
town, and to expedite the tranſportation : : that for this purpo! ſe he be 
furniſhed with proper letters from the pre ſident of Congreſs to the go- 
vernors of Maryland and North-Carolina: 

That fixed ammunition of 4000 fix pound, 4000 four pound, and 
4000 grape iron ſhot, 30 barrels of muſket powder, and 2000 weight 
of ball or lead, be tranſported from Philadelphia to S. Carolina by ſea : 

That the marine-committee do provide and dilpatch a proper veſſel, 
with the utmoſt expedition on this ſervice : 

That the commander in chief be directed to order one or more en- 
gineers to repair immediately to South-Carolina, for the ſervice of the 
{outhern-department, if he ſhall judge it neceſſary. 

A letter, of the 30th of Jan. from the board of war, was read, re- 
preſenting, that the firm of the houſe, in which Mr. Penet is eno gaged, 
is Mellrs. Penet: Windel & Co. and that Mr. Couloux's name is not 
to appear in the agreement; whereupon, 

Ne solved, That inſtead of Meſfrs. Penet and Couloux, enrionel 
in the 0 of the 2d of Jan. the board of war be authorized to 
contract with Mr. Penet for himſelf, Windel & Co. for a ſuitable num- 
ber of muſkets with bayonets of a proper ſize, and other ne, to be 
manufactured in theſe ſtates, agreeably to the propofals recited, previ- 
ous to the reſolution above-mentioned. 

A report being received from the committee, conſiſting of Mr. Burke, 
Mr. Paca, Mr. Tyr, Mr. Root, Mr. M. Smith, to Whom was referred 
the report of the committee on appeals of January 19th, 1779: 


The ſenſe of the houſe was required, whether it be in order that re- 


ports when received be read : 
On the queſtion, reſolved in the affirmative, 
The report was then read: 
Ordered, That the conſideration thereof be poſiponed to Thurſday 


next, and that Congreſs then be reſolved into a committee of the whole, 
to conſider the ſame. 


1 r 
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VEDNESDAY, February 3, 1779. 


The committee on the treaſury brought in a report; whereupon, 

Resolved, That 5,000,160 dollars in bills of credit, be emitted un- 
der the direction of the board of treaſury and on the faith of the Uni- 
ted States: 

That the bills ſhall, excepting the numbers, be of the lame tenor 
and date as the emiſſion directed on the 14th of Dec. lait, and be 
numbered from the laſt number in each denomination progreilively, and 
conſiſt of the following denominations, viz. 


22,728 bills of 60 dollars each, 1,363,680 
22,728 do. 50 do. 1,136,400 
22,728 do. 40 do. 909, 120 
22,728 do. 30 do. 681,840 
22,728 do. 20 do. 454,560 
22,728 do. 8 do. 181 5824 
22,728 do. 7 do. 159,096 
22,728 do. 5 do. 113,640 

5,000, 160 


Congreſs was reſolved into a committee of the whole, to conſider a 
report 'of the board of treaſury of the 23d of January ; and after ſome 
time ſpent thereon, the preſident reſumed the chair, and Mr. F. L. 
Lee reported, that the committee had come to a refolution thereon, 
which he was ready to report : 

Ordered, That the ſame be now received. 

The report was read, and is as follows: 

Resolved, That 20,000,000 of dollars be borrowed on the faith of 
the United States, at an anni intereſt of ſix per cent. and that loan- 
office certificates for the ſame, of ſuch denominations as the board of 
treaſury ſhall think proper, be forthwith ſtruck and ſent to the conti- 
nental loan- offices under the direction of the board of treaſury : 

On the queſtion to agree to the ſaid report, the yeas and nays being 
required by Mr, Burke, 


New-Hampsbire, Mr. Whipple, ay ar 
Massachusetls-Bay, Mr. Gerry, 2 
| Mr. Lovell, ay > ay 
Mr. Holten, 2 4 
Rhode-Tsland, Mr. Ellery, ay | 
Mr. Collins, v4 5 
Connecticut, Mr. Dyer, ay 
| At. Ellsworth, man 
| Mr. Noot, ay 
New-York, Mr. Jay, ay 
Mr. Duane, ay 
Mr. Lewis. ay — 
Mr. Floyd. ay 
New-Fere!, Mr. Tell, 


Mr. Frelingbuusen, 
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Pennsylvantay Mr. Roberdeau, ay 

| Mr. Clingan, ay 
Mr. Shippen, ay ay 

Mr. Atlee, ay 

| Mr. Searle, ay 
Delaware, Mr. M*+Kean, ay Pay 

Virginia, Mr. 7. Adums, ay 
Mr. F. L. Lee, no > no 

Mr. Grifjin, no 

North-Carolina, Mr. Fenn, no 
Mr. Burke, 1 wy 

South-Carolina, Mr. Drayton, ay 
Mr. Hutson, 4 oY 

So it was reſolved in the aflirmative. 
———q> 05 — 


THURSDAY, February 4, 1779. 

A letter, of the 3d, from col. Armand, was read, whereupon the 
report of the committee appointed to confer with the commander in 
chief was read; and, thereupon, 

Resolved, That the commander in chief be directed to give the 
neceſtary orders for recruiting the corps commanded by general count 
Pulaſki and col. Armand reſpeRively, to their full complement of in- 
fantry, to ve enliſted for the war, and to receive the continental boun- 
ties granted to the reſt oi the infa! try. 

Negolved, That the commander in chief be direQcd to proceed in 
ſudh manner as he ſhall judge expedient, to complete the arrangement 
of the army, and to ſettle the relative rank of officers under the de- 
gree of brigadier, agreeably to. the principles eſtabliſhed by an act of 
Congreſs of the 24th day of Nov. 1778; and that the board of war 
furniih him with copies of the proceedings of the late committee of ar- 
rangement. 

A letter, of the 22d of December, 1778; from the marquis de la 
Fayette, at Boſton, in favour of Monſ. de Noirmont de la Neuville, 
and alſo a petition from mgjor Noirmont de la Neuville, praying to 
be favoured with the brevet commiſſion of lieutenant-cologel, were 
read : 

On the queſtion, 

Resolved, That the rank prayed for by major Noirmont be not 
granted. | 

Congreſs took into conlideration the letter of the 3d, from colonel 
Armand, ſoliciting the rank of brigadier-general by brevet: 

On the queſtion. put, | 

Nesolved, That the rank folicited for by colonel Armand be not 
granted. 

Ordered, That Mr. Laurens have leave of abſence; 

— ¶ 2292250 — 
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Frinar, February 3, 1779. 
A letter from coloncl Armand was read, begging leave to return to 
France; whereupon, 
Resolved, That Congreis have a high ſenſe of the diſintereſted zeal 
and ſervices of colonel Armand, marquis de Rouerie, but are reſtrained 
from maänifeſting their good opinion of lam by further promotion, as 
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the ſame would be incompatible with the arrangement of the Ameri— 
can army; and that on his own requeſt he have leave to return to 
France: that upon his departure the preſident grant him ſuch certifi- 
cate, as the recommendations or certificates he may have received from 
the commander in chief or other general-ofticers under whom he hath 
{erved, may entitle him to. 

A letter, of Jan. Iſt, from the marquis de la Fayette, was read, re- 
commending Mr. Houden, a French officer, ſecond-lieutenant in colo- 
nel Bigelow's regiment ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That Mr. Houden be informed that he will receive pro- 
motion according to the rules eſtabliſhed in the army of the United 
States. 

—— > 
Mmxpar, February 8, 1779. 

The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Ellery, Mr. Paca, Mr. Laurens, 
Mr. Dyer, Mr. Floyd, to whom was referred a repreſentation of the de— 
legates of Rhode-lfland, brought in a report; whereupon, Congrefs 
came to the following reſolution :; 

Whereas the delegates of the ate of Rhode-Iland and Providence 
Plantations, in purſuance of an exprels vote of the general aſſembly of 
the ſaid ſtate, bave repreſented to Congrels that many of its inhabi— 
tants, eſpecially thoſe who have come off from the ifland of Rhode- 
Iſland, mult inevitably periſh unleſs they are ſpeedily fupplied with the 
neceſlaries of life, and have in the ſtrongeſt terms requeſted us to re- 
commend to the ftates of Connecticut and New-York, to repeal their 
acts laying an embargo on proviſions, ſo far as re{pects ſupplying the 
faid inhabitants with proviſions by land: 

Ne solved, That the prefident write to the governors of the ſtates of 
Connecticut and New-York, requeſting tnem to afford ſuch ſupplies of 
flour and other provitions for the diſtreſſed inhabitants of the ate of 
Rhode-Iſland and Providence Plantations as their neceſſities call for, 
fo far as circumſtances will admit, and under ſuch regulations as may 
beſt anſwer the end propoſed. 

— > Co 
TUESDAY, February 9, 1779. 

The committee on the treaſury brought in report; whereupon, 

Re galved, That there be hereafter five auditors for the army, whilſt 
the circumſtances of the war ſhall render it neceſſary : that the board 
of treaſury have power to order the ſaid auditors reſpeRively to repair 
to and ſettle accounts in the main army or any detachment, and to 
give the auditors proper inſtructions for conducting this buſineſs, agree- 
able to the inſtitution cf the office and direction ot the board, 

Congreſs procetded to the election of an auditor ; and, the ballots 
being taken, 

Mr. William Bedlow was elected. 

Congreis took into conſideration the report of the committee, con- 
ſiſting of Mr. Lovell, Mr. Searle, Mr. Root, to whom was referred a 
letter of 7th of Jan. from Joan Guarcia Duarti, &c. and, thereupon, 

Resolved, That the board of war of the ſtate of Maſſachuſetts-Bay, 
be authorized and requeſted to pay the net proceeds of the ſales of the 
fnow + Our Lady of Mount Carmel and St. Antonio” and her cargo, 
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and alſo to deliver what unſold effects they ſtill have in charge belong- 
ing to the ſame concern, to the owner or owners of the ſaid ſnow and 
cargo, his or their order or certain attorney. 

Resolved, That the ſaid board be requeſted to inform ſuch owner or 
attorney, that remedy may be had at law againſt the captors or their 
owners for any ſpecial damages ariſing from the capture of the ſaid 
ſnow. 

The committee, conſiſting of Mr. M. Smith, Mr. Ellery, Mr. Ellf- 
worth, Mr. Paca, and Mr. T. Adams, to whom was referred the infor— 
mation given to Congreſs by the hon. Mr. Laurens, dated the 11th and 
16th of Jan. 1779, and that received from the hon. Mr. Lewis, dated 
Jan. 15th, 1779, reſpecting the conduct of Robert Morris, Eſq; in 
tranſacting the commercial bulinels of theſe United States, particular- 
ly relating to the ſhip Farmer, captain Daſhiel, loaded at Baltimore, 
and captured by the enemy, brought in a report, which was read, 

— CD — 
WrnntsnDar, February 10, 1779. 

A letter, of the 9th, from Jonathan Brewer, captain-lieutenant in 
colonel Proctor's regiment of artillery, was read, praying for leave to 
reſign his commiſſion : 

Resolved, That captain-lieutenant J. Brewer have leave to reſign, 
and that his reſignation be accepted. 

A letter, of the 9th, from Monſ. Noirmont de la Neuville, was 
read, praying to have leave to return to France, and that the certifi- 
cate of brigadier Parſons in his favour, which he delivered to the 
board of war to be annexed to their report, may be returned to him : 

Resolved, That Monſ. Noirmont de la Neuville have leave to re- 


. turn to France, and that the certificate of brigadier Parſons, mention- 


ed in his letter, be returned to him. 

A letter, of January 28th, from Robert Morris, was read, requeſt- 
ing, as inſinuations have been thrown out againſt him, in this houſe, 
reſpecting the books of the ſecret-committee, that a ſpecial committee 
may be appointed to examine the entries and ſettlements made by 
him in thoſe books, to examine into the expenditure of public money 
entruſted to him, and to the late houſe of Walling, Morris & Co. and 
to examine into the ſtate of their and his preſent unſettled dependen- 
ces with the United States; and that the ſaid committee be directed 
to report to the houſe ſpecially on the premiſes, in order that his con- 
duct may be truly underſtood in Congreſs, and from thence be made 
known to the public by the beſt authority. 

Mr. Plater, a delegate from the ſtate of Maryland, attended, and 
took his ſeat in Congreſs. 

— > — 
THURSDAY, February 11, 1779. 

A letter, of Jan. 16th, from J. Powell, preſident of the council of 
Maſſachuſetts-Bay, was read, with ſundry papers encloſed ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That the ſaid letter and papers encloſed be tranſmitted 
to the commander in chief, and that he be directed to give orders for 
bringing to courts-martial the ſeveral perſons accuſed of miſdemean- 
ors in the report therein referred to. 


Mr. Laurens having yeſterday, after reading the report from: the 
Vol. V. F 
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committee and other papers referred to, informed Congreſs in his place, 
mat from a part of Mr. Morris's vindication, he recolleQed a circum. 
ſtance which had come to his knowledge ſince this ſubject had been 
in agitation in Congreſs, which might more fully clear up Mr. Mor. 
ris's conduct; and that as his ſole view had been to do juſtice, it would 
give him the higheſt pleaſure to be an inſtrument in doing juſtice to 
Mr. Morris, and promiſed to explain himſelf this morning ; accor- 
dingly he produced a paper, containing an extract of a letter from the 
ſecret or commercial-committee, dated October 25th, 1776, containing 
advice to Thomas Morris, commercial agent at Nantz, of their having 
chartered a new ſhip at Baltimore, which Mr. Laurens faid he was per- 
ſuaded and has no doubt, was the ſhip Farmer; that his recollection 
ſprung from hearing the words new ſhip read in Mr. Morris's vindica- 
tion; that it afforded him the greateſt ſatisfaction to have it in his power 
to produce an evidence, which, in his opinion, put it beyond all doubt 
that che ihip Farmer, captain Daſhiel, had been loaded on public ac- 
count, and moved the houſe to receive the ſaid extract, and to add it 
to the other papers which were delivered in by the committee and read 
yeſterday : the ſaid extract was accordingly received and added to the 
other papers. 5 | 

The report was then reſumed and read, as follows : 

The committee to whom was referred the information given to Con- 
greſs by the hon. Mr. Laurens, dated the 11th and 16th of Jan. 1779, 
and that received jrom the hon. Mr. Lewis, dated the 15th of Jan. 


1779, reſpecting the conduct of Robert Morris, Eſq; in tranſacting | 


the commercial bulineſs of theſe United States, particularly relating 
to the {hip Farmer, captain Daſhiel, loaded at Baltimore and captured 
by the enemy, report, | 

« That your committee having notified their appointment to the 
ſaid Robert Morris, and furniſhed him with copies of the above writ- 
ten informations, and having requeſted his attendance, met according 
to order, and received his defence in writing, dated Jan. 22d, 1779, 
to which your committee beg leave to refer, as well as to the vouchers 
referred to by the ſaid Robert Morris, in his ſaid defence: 

That it appears to your committee that the ſaid Robert Morris, was 
a member of the ſecret-committee, and from the minutes of the ſaid 
committee of the 15th of Auguſt and 20th and 26th of Sept. extracts 
of which are herewith delivered, and from the teſtimony of J. Brown, 
then clerk of the ſaid committee, it appears that the ſaid ſecret-com- 
mittee, from the confidence in the integrity of the ſaid Robert Mor- 
ris, from a knowledge of his commercial abilities, and from a convic- 
tion that his extenſive commercial connexions, both abroad and in 
America, would enable him to execute with facility the continental 
commercial affairs, requeſted the ſaid Rebert Morris, and authorized 
him to purchaſe up produce in the different ſtates on continental ac- 
count, and to export the ſame, and entruſted him ſolely with the tranſ- 
actions of this buſineſs : 

That it appears to your committee, from the teſtimony of the ſaid ]. 
Brown, that when the ſaid Robert Morris was entruſted and authorized 
as aforeſaid, it was known and underſtood by the ſaid ſecret-commit- 
tee, that his purchaſes aforeſaid were to be made under cover of the 
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frm of Willing, Morris & Co. and exported under the like cover, as 
circumſtances ſhould direct, and that this mode was adopted to preven 
the riſing of the price of produce and hire of veſſels, which generally 
happens when it is known that purchaſes and contracts are making 
the public account : 

That it appears to your committee, from the teſtimony of John 
Brown, Peter Whiteſide and Benjamin Hogeland, (whoſe depoſitions 
are herewith delivered) that the ſhip Farmer was chartered on the 
continental account, though under the firm of Willing, Morris & Co, 
and that her load of iron and tobacco, except 50 hogſheads, was pur- 
chaſed and ſhipped alſo on continental account; and that the ſaid ſhip 
being thus chartered, and the ſaid load of iron and tobacco ſo pur- 
chaſed and ſhipped, were facts well known to the ſaid John Brown, Pe- 
ter Whiteſide and Benjamin Hogeland ; the {aid John Brown being 
the ſaid Robert Morris's agent in the tranſaCtion, and the ſaid Peter 
Whiteſide and Benjamin Hogeland, being clerks of Willing, Mor- 
ris & Co. | | 

That it appears from the teſtimony of John Brown, then clerk of 
the ſaid ſecret-committee, that the charter-party of the ſaid ſhip Far- 
mer, was lodged in the office before the ſaid committee removed to 
Baltimore, and therefore known to the ſaid committee before the load- 
ing or ſailing of the ſaid ſhip : | | | 

That it appears to your committee, that the chartering of the ſaid 
ſhip under the firm of Willing, Morris & Co. the filling up the bills 
of lading, forming the ſpecial contract as endorſed on one of them, 
and drawing the inſtrument of valuation in the manner and terms as 
the ſaid ſeveral inſtruments of writing are expreſt, were merely precau- 
tions calculated to give the whole tranſaction the colour of a private 
commercial concern, correſpondent ro the plan adopted by the ſaid 
Robert Morris, declared and made known to the ſaid ſecret commit - 
tee, and founded on the reaſons above ſuggeſted : 

That your committee are farther confirmed in this idea, from ob- 
ſerving that the like meaſures were taken in the chartering and load- 
ing the ſhip Aurora, and from its being proved to your committee, by 
the teſtimony of the ſaid Benjamin Hogeland, the ſaid Robert Morris's 
clerk, that the ſaid Willing, Morris & Co. did not charter or load any 
chartered ſhip for their own account and riſque during the time the 
ſaid Robert Morris was entruſted and authorized as aforeſaid : 

That it appears to your committee, that the ſaid Robert Morris's 
defence in writing is full and explicit on every fact, circumſtance and 
queſtion ſtated in the information of the hon. Mr. Laurens and Mr, 
Lewis, and is ſupported by clear and ſatisfactory vouchers ; and your 
committee beg leave to refer to the ſaid written defence, particularly 
as to ſuch facts, circumſtances or queſtions aforeſaid, as your commit- 
tee have not ſpecially reported: | 

Upon the whole, your committee are of opinion, that the ſaid Ro- 
bert Morris has clearly and fully vindicated bimſelf; and your com- 
mittee are further of opinion, that the ſaid Robert Morris in the exe- 
cution of the powers committed to him by the ſaid ſecret-committee, 
fo far as his conduct has come to the knowledge of your committee, 
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has ated with fidelity and integrity, and an honorable zeal for the 
happineſs of his country.” 

Congrels taking into conſideration the ſaid report, and the papers 
accompanying and referred to in the fame : | 

Resoltved unanimously, That Congreſs agree to the ſaid report: 

Ordered, That the letter of Jan, the 29th, from Mr, Robert Mor. 
ris, be referred to the committee who brought in the foregoing report, 

The committee on the treaſury brought in a report; whereupon, 

 Resobeed, That the accounts of the regimental pay-maſters be ſet- 
tled at leaſt once a quarter, and rendered agreeably to ſuch forms as 
ſhall be approved by the board of treaſury. 

Resolved, That a ſecretary of the treaſury be appointed, with the 
ſalary of 2000 dollars per annum. 

— 2 — 
S4TURDAT, February 13, 1779. 

Resolved,-That the preſident inform the miniſter plenipotentiary of 
his moſt Chriſtian majeſty, that Congreſs will take the ſubject of his 
memorials of the 9th inſt. into immediate conſideration, and that if he 
wiſhes to communicate any thing farther to them, Congreſs will re- 
ceive the ſame from him in a private audience. 

Resolved, That all private audiences given to foreign miniſters, be 
held in a committee of the whole houſe. | | 

A letter, of this day, from col. Hartley, was read, deſiring leave to 
reſign his commiſhon ; whereupon, | 

Resolved, That the reaſons offered by col. Hartley for reſigning his 


commiffion are ſatisfaQory, and therefore that his reſignation be ac- | 


cepted. 
Resolved, That Congreſs have a high ſenſe of colonel Hartley's me- 


rit and ſervices, 


A report from the board of war was read; whereupon, | 

Resolved, That a warrant for 94,000 dollars be drawn on the trea 
ſurer of the United States, in tavour of the pay-maſter of the board 
of war and ordnance, to be paid, from time to time, by order from that 
board, to col. Armand, for the purpoſe of recruiting his corps, which 
ſhall not exceed the complement of a regiment, he to be accountable 
for the ſums he ſhall fo receive: 

That brigadier-general Pulaſki be authorized as caſualties happen 


to recruit men to keep up the infantry in his corps to its original ef- 


tabliſhment, and that a warrant for 50,000 dollars be drawn in favour 
ot the pay-maſter of the board of war, to be paid to brigadier-general 
Pulaſki, or his order, from time to time, for the purpoſe before men— 
tioned, and to re-enliſt during the war the men of his corps, whoſe 
times are about expiring, he to be accountable for the ſums he ſhall, 


rom time to time, receive. 

Resolved, That all the men, inhabitants of theſe ſtates, who ſhall be 
recruited in the corps of gen. Pulaſki, and colonel Armand, in any of 
the United States, ſhall be credited to the quota of the ſtate in which 
they ſhall be enliſted, they not being inhabitants of any other of the 
United States, 

Resolved, That brigadier-general Pulaſki and col. Armand, make 
returns to the board of war of the recruits they ſhall enliſt ; and in 
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ſuch returns the places of nativity and ſettlement, and the ſtate where- 
in they were enliſted ſhall be particularly mentioned; and the board 
are hereby directed to tranſmit to the reſpective ſtates, the names and 
numbers of ſuch perſons inhabitants thereof, as ſhall be ſo enliſted, 

The board of war, to whom was referred the letter of Feb. 3d, from 
Monſ. Girard de St. Elms, having reported ſpecially thereon, Congreſs 
took into conſideration the ſaid report; and, thereupon, came to the 
following reſolution : 

That Monſ. Girard de St. Elms, having manifeſted great zeal, and 
encountered many difficultics to diſtinguith himlelt in the ſervice of 
theſe ſtates; having alſo made a campaign here, and behaved with 
bravery, and being now about to return to France: 

Ne solved, That he be appointed to the rank of major by bevet, as 
a teſtimony of the approbation of Congrels of his zeal and ſervices. 

Monnar, February 15, 1779. 

The preſident acquainted the houſe that, purſuant to their order, 
he had informed the miniſter of France, that Congreſs will take his 
memorials of the 9th into immediate conſideration ; and that if he 
wiſhes to communicate any thing farther to them, Congrets will receive 
the ſame in a private audience. That the miniſter wiſhed to make 
farther communication to Congreſs, and would attend the houſe at 
twelve o'clock this day. 

The miniſter plenipotentiary of France attending agreeably to his 
appointment, Congreſs was reſolved into a committee of the whole z 
after the miniſter had withdrawn, the preſident reſumed the chair, and 
Mr. F. L. Lee reported, that the miniſter has had a private audience 
and free conference with the committee; that the committee have 
come to no reſolutions thereon, and defire leave to fit again. 

__  TuzsDar, February 16, 1779. | 

Mr. M*#Kean, a delegate for Delaware, laid before Congreſs the 
following inſtrument, empowering the delegates of that ſtate or any 
of them, to ratify and ſign the articles of confederation : 


« His excellency Ceſar Rodney, Eſq; preſident, captain-general and 
commander in chief of the Delaware {tate, to all whom theſe pre- 
ſents ſhall come, greeting. | 
« Know ye, that among the records remaining in the rolls-office 

in the Delaware ſtate, there is a certain inſtrument of writing, pur- 

porting to be an act of the general aſſembly of the ſaid ſtate, which 
ſaid act is contained in the words and tenor here following, to wit, 
Anno millesimo septingentesimo septuagesimo nono. 

An act to authorize and empower the delegates of the Delaware 
ſtate to ſubſcribe and ratify the articles of confederation and per- 
petual union between the the ſeveral ſtates. 

Whereas articles of contederation and perpetual union between the 
ftates of N. Hampſhire, Maſſachuſetts-Bay, R. Iſland and Providence 
Plantations, Connecticut, N. Vork, N. Jerſey, Pennſylvania, Delaware, 
Maryland, Virginia, N. Carolina, S. Carolina and Georgia, ſigned in 
the general Congreſs of the ſaid ſtates by the hon. Henry Laurens, 
Eſq; their then preſident, have been laid before the legiſlature of this 
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ſtate, to be ratified by the ſame if approved: and, whereas, notwith. 
ſtanding the terms of the articles of confederation and perpetual union 
are conlidered as in divers re{pe&ts unequal and diſadvantageous to 
this ſtate, and the objections ſtated on the part of this ſtate are view. 
ed as juſt and reaſonable, and of great moment to the welfare and 
happineſs of the good people thereof, yet, under the full conviction of 
the preſent neceſſity of acceding to the confederacy propoſed, and that 
the intereſt of particular ſtates ought to be poſtponed to the general 
good of the union : and moreover in firm reliance that the candour 
and juſtice of the ſeveral ſtates will in due time remove as far as poſ- 
{ible the objectable parts thereof: 

Be it enacted by the general aſſembly of Delaware, and it is hereby 
enacted by the authority of the ſame, that the hon. John Dickinſon, 
Nicholas V andyke, and Thomas M*cKean, Eſqrs; delegates appointed 


to repreſent this ſtate in Congreſs, or any one or more of them, be, 


and they hereby are authorized, empowered and directed on behalf of 
this ſtate, to ſubſcribe and ratify the ſaid articles of confederation and 
perpetual union between the ſeveral ſtates aforeſaid. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that the ſaid 
articles of confederation and perpetual union, ſo as aforeſaid ſubſcri- 
bed and ratified, ſhall thenceforth become obligatory on this ſtate.” 

Signed by order of the houſe of aſſembly, 

NicxuoLas VANDYKE, Speaker, 

Signed by order of the council, 

Tuomas COLLINS, Speaker. 

Paſſed at Dover, February Iſt, 1779. 

All which, by the tenor of theſe preſents, I have cauſed to be ex- 
emplified. In teſtimoney whereof the great ſeal of the Delaware ſtate 
is hereunto affixed, at Dover, the ſixth day of Feb. in the year of our 
Lord one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-nine, and in the third 
year of the independence of the United States of America. 

| CEASAR RODNEY. 

By his excellency's command, James BoorTn, Secretary.” 

Resolved, That the letter of the 8th and 12th, from major-generat 
Arnold, with the papers encloſed, be referred to the committee to 
whom was referred the letter from his excellency Joſeph Reed, pre- 
ſident of the ſupreme executive council of Pennſylvania, reſpecting 
the conduct of major-general Arnold; and that the committee en- 
quire into the ground of the charges againſt major-general Arnold, 
and report the reſult of their enquiry with all-convenient diſpatch. 

A motion was made, that major-general Arnold be ſuſpended from 
all command in the army of the United States of America, during the 
time in which enquiry ſhall be made into his public conduct, and un- 
till a proper deciſion thall be made thereon ; after debate, a motion 
was made, that the further conſideration thereof be poſtponed. 

On the queſtion for poſtponing, the yeas and nays being required 
by Mr. Roberdeav, 


New- Hampsbire, Mr. Whipple, | ay Pay 
Aassachusctts-Bay, Mr. S. Adams, no 
Mr. Gerry, ay Cay 


Mr. Holten, ay 


Fi 


ory „ |} 
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accoutrements and clothes; obſerving what of theſe articles have 
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Rhode-1sland, Mr. Ellery, v4 - 
Mr. Collins, ay 4 
Connecticut, Mr. Dyer, ay 
Mr. Ellsworth, no þ ay 
| Mr. Root, ay 
New-York, Mr. Jay, ay 
| Mr. Flozd, ay F ay 
Mr. Lewis, ay 
Neu- Jersey, Mr. Vitberopoon, wt 
Mr. Frelinghausen, no f ay 
| Mr. Fell, ay 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Roberdeau, mo 
Mr. Clingan, no 
Mr. Shippen, ay * 
| Mr. Atlee, no 
Maryland, Mr. Plater, ay 
Mr. Paca, ay 
Mr. Carmichael, ay * 
Mr. Henry, ay 
Virginia, Mr. T. Adams, ay 
Mr. F. L. Lee, ay 
Mr. Smitb, ay * 
Mr. Grifiin, "Oy 
Nortb-Carolina, Mr. Penn, ay 
| Mr. Burke, 4 2 
South-Carolina, Mr. Drayton, ay 
Mr. Hutson, 4 Lg 
Georgia, Mr. Langworthy, ay ay 


Zo it was reſolved in the affirmative. 
— 2 — 
TauRsSDAY, February 18, 1779, 
Mr. T. Nelſon, a delegate from Virginia, attended, and en 


his credentials, which were read. 


Congreſs took into conſideration the reports of the committee, 
conſiſting of Mr. M. Smith, Mr. Ellery, Mr. Ellſworth, Mr. Paca 
and Mr. T. Adams, appointed to confer with the commander in chief; 
and, thereupon, agreed to the following plan for the ol ub of 
inſpe&or-peneral : 

Resolved, That there be an inſpe ctor-general to the armies of the 
United States, with the rank of major-general, who, in all future ap— 
pointments, ſhall be taken from the line of major- generals: 

That the duty of the inſpector-general ſhall principally conſiſt in 
forming a ſyſtem of regulations, for the exerciſe of the troops, in the 


manual evolutions and manceuvres, for the ſervice of guards and de- 


tachments, and for camp and garriſon duty: 

That the inſpector-general, and his aſſiſtants, ſhall review the troops 
at ſuch times and places, and receive ſuch returns for that purpoſe, as 
the commander in chief, or commanding-officer in a detachment, ſhall 
direct; at which reviews, he or they ſhall inſpect the number and con- 
dition of the men, their diſcipline and exerciſe, the ſtate of their arms, 
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been loſt or ſpoiled fince the laſt review, and, as nearly as poſſible, by 
what means; reporting the ſame, with the deficiencies and negelcts, to 
the commander in chief, or the commanding-officer of a detachment, 
and to the board of war, | 

That all new manceuvres ſhall be introduced by the inſpector. 
general, and all old ones performed according to the eſtabliſhed prin- 
ciples, under his ſuperintendency: but he ſhall not introduce or prac- 
tiſe any regulations relative to the objects of his department, ſave 
ſuch as are made and eftabliſhed in manner following: all regulations 
whatſoever to be finally approved and eſtabliſhed by Congreſs. But 
the exigence of the ſervice requiring it, temporary ones may, from 


time to time, he introduced by the inſpector-general with the appro- 


bation of the commander in chief. Theſe regulations to be communi- 
cated to the army through the adjutant-general, and to be tranſmitted 
to the board of war with all-convenient diſpatch, that, being examined 
and reported by them to Congreſs, they may be rejected, altered, amen- 
ded or confirmed, as Congreſs ſhall deem proper: 

That there be as many ſub-inſpeQors as the commander in chief, 
or commanding-officer in a detachment, ſhall, on conſideration of the 
ſtrength and ſituation of the army, from time to time, deem neceſſary, 
to be taken from the line of lieutenant-colonels, and to receive their 
inſtructions relative to the department from the inſpector-general: 

That there be one brigade-inlpe&or to each brigade, who ſhall be 
one of the majors in the brigade ; and that the office of brigade-in- 
ſpector ſhall in future be annexed to that of major of brigade. He 
mall accordingly keep a roſter of the battalions of his brigade, regu- 
late the details and take care of the formation and march of all guards, 
detachments, &c. from the brigade. He is to receive the general or- 
ders, and communicate them to the commanding-officers of the bri- 
gade and regiments, and through the adjutants, to all the officers of 
the brigade. He is ſo far as concerns his brigade, to inſpect the police 
of the camp, the diſcipline and order of the ſervice. In time of action 
he is to afliſt in executing the neceſſary manceuvres of the brigade, 
according to the orders of the brigadier or officer commanding. He is 
to do no duty in the line: | 

That all the officers of the inſpeQorſhip having appointments in the 
line, ſhall retain their rights of command, ſuccefſion and promotion, 
in the ſame manner as if they had not aſſumed the office. But as the 
duties of this department are ſufficient to employ their whole time, 
they are to ſuſpend the exerciſe of their reſpective commands, except 
on particular occaſions, when the commander in chief, or command- 
ing-officer in a detachment, may deem it neceſſary to inveſt them with 
command. They are to be exempted.from all common camp and gar- 
ri ſon duty, that they may attend the more carefully to thoſe of the in- 
ſpeocti; and in time of action they are to be employed in aſſiſting in 
the execution of the field manceuvres * | 

That the inſpector-general, ſo far as relates to the inſpe&or of the 
army, be ſubject to the orders of Congreſs, the board of war, and the 
commander in chief only: but the ſub-inſpe&ors ſhall alſo be ſubje& 
to the officers commanding the diviſions and brigades to which they 
are attached, on the principles herein eſtabliſhed ; 
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That there be allowed to the inſpector-general, in conſideration of 
the extraordinary expenſes which attend the execution of his office, 
84 dollars per month, in addition to the pay and rations of a major-ge- 
neral heretofore provided. 

Congreſs proceeded to conſider the report of the committee appoin- 
ted to confer with the commander in chief; and, thereupon, came to 
the following arrangement of the department of ordnance : 

Resolved, That the commanding-officer of artillery of the United 
States for the time being, ſhall, under the general orders and with the 
concurrence of the commander in chief, arrange and direct all bulineſs 
of the ordnance- department neceffary to be done in the field. The 
orduance, arms and military-ſtores in the fixed magazines to be drawn 
out only by the orders of the board of war and ordnance : unleſs in the 
courſe of the ſervice, circumſtances ſhould occur, in which the procu- 
ring ſuch orders from the board would, in the opinion of the com- 
mander in chief and commanding-officer of artillery, occaſion impro— 
per delays; and in ſuch caſes the commanding-officer of artillery ſhall 
have the power to draw from the neareſt magazines the ſupplies wan- 
ted for the army: and the different commiſſaries and directors of the 
magazines and laboratories ſhall, in ſuch caſes, immediately obey the 
orders of the commanding-officer of artillery, informing the board of 
war and ordnance of the ſame. And that the commander in chief and 
commanding-officer of artillery may know, in ſuch caſes, where to ſend 
for neceſſary ſupplies, the board of war and ordnance ſhall cauſe 
monthly returns of all ordnance, arms and military-ſtores at the ma- 
gazines and arſenals of the United States, to be made to the comman- 
der in chief, who will communicate to the commanding-officer of artil- 
lery the whole or any part of them, as he ſhall judge the good of the 
ſervice requires. And as it may frequenly happen that parts of the 
army may be detached to ſuch diſtances as to render their obtaining 
ſupplies, in the circumſtances above-mentioned, by the immediate or- 
ders of the commander in chief and commanding-officer of artillery, 
inconvenient ; in ſuch caſes, the commander in chief and commanding- 
officer of artillery, ſhall give to the commanding-officers of the detach- 
ment, and of the artillery annexed to it, proper directions for furniſh- 
ing the detachment with the neceſſary ſupplies of ordnance, arms and 
military-ſtores; and the orders of the ſaid commanding-officers of the 


_ detachment, and of the artillery annexed to it, given purſuant to the 


ſaid directions, ſhall be obeyed by the commiſſaries and directors at the 
magazines and laboratories, as if given immediateiy by the comman- 
der in chief and commanding-officer of artillery of the United States. 
Each commanding-officer of artillery making theſe extraordinary 
draughts, ſhall immediately give information thereof, and of the occa- 
lion of them, to the board of war and ordnance, | 

2. That there ſhall be a field.commiiTary of military-ſtores, to be 
appointed by the board of war and ordnance, who ſhall receive and iſ- 
ſue all ordnance, arms and military-ſtores in the field, purſuant to the 
orders of the commander in chief and commanding-ofhcer of artillery ; 
all orders for this purpoſe from the commander in chief, to be directed 
to the commanding-oſfcer of artillery. The field-commiſſary ſhall have 
lo many deputies, conductors and clerks, to be likewiſe appointed by 
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the board of war and ordnance, as in the opinion of the board, the 


commander in chief and commanding-officer of artillery, the ſervice. 


ſhall, from time to time, require. 

3. The commanding-officer of artillery, with the concurrence of the 
commander in chief, ſhall, from time to time, lay before the board of 
war and ordnance proper eſtimates (which are by the board to be tranſ- 
mitted to Congreſs) of all ordnance, arms and military-ſtores, neceſſary 
to be made and provided for the uſe of the army of the United States, 
that the neceſſary orders may be given concerning them, 

4. That whenever the ſaid commanding-officer of artillery ſhall 
judge any particular directions neceſſary for, or alterations and im- 
provements to be made in, the conſtruction or preparation of ordnance, 
arms and military-ſtores of any kind, he ſhall communicate the ſame 
to the board of war and ordnance for their conſideration ; who ſhall 
thereupon give fuch orders for the artificers and laboratory men, as 
they ſhall judge the good of the ſervice requires. 

5. That the field-commiſſary of military-ſtores, his deputies, con- 
duQors and clerks, ſhall be independent of the commiſfary-general of 
military-ſtores ; and the faid field-commiſſary ſhall make monthly re- 
turns of all ordnance, arms and military-ſtores received, iſſued, and re- 
maining on hand, to the board of war and ordnance, the commander in 
chief and the commanding- officer of artillery. His deputies and conduc- 
tors alſo having the chief care of the military-ſtores with any detached 
parts of the army, ſhall make the like returns to the board of war and 
ordnance, rhe reſpective officers commanding thoſe detachments, their 


 commanding-officers of artillery, and the field-commiſſary ; and the | 


latter ſhall draw the whole into one general return monthly, one copy 
whereof he ſhall tranſmit to the board of war and ordance, one to the 

commander in chief, one to the commanding-officer of artillery, and a 
fourth to the commiſſaxy-general of military-ffores, 

6. That all monies neceſfary for the department of the field- com- 
miſſary of military: ſtores, ſhall be drawn out of the military: cheſts by 
warrants from the commander in chief, and officers commanding de- 
tached parts of the army reſpectively; and the accounts of expendi- 
tures adjuſted and ſettled by the auditors of accounts, once in every 
three months, and finally tranſmitted to the treaſyry-board. 

7. That when it ſhall be thought neceſſary, the commanding-officer 
of artillery ſhall ſend officers of artillery to viſit the laboratories, foun- 
deries and manufactories, to the intent that they may thereby gain an 
inſight into the mechanical branches of their profeſſion. And ſuch 
number of artillery-officers as, in the opinion of the commanding-offi- 


cer of artillery, with the concurrence of the commander in chief, can | 


be ſpared from their duty in the field, ſhall at every convenient ſeaſon, 
be ſtationed at all or any of the principal laboratories, to be inſtructed 
in the laboratory art, that a knowledge thereof may be diſſeminated 
through the corps, | 

8. That the deputy field-commiſfaries and conductors ſhall apply for 
and receive all ordnance, arms, and ſtores iſſued from the fixed arſe- 
nals and magazines. And to prevent any that are inſufficient being 

carried into the field, the ſaid commiſſaries and conduQors ſhall receive 
none apparently unfit for ſervice, And whenever any articles in the 
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vrdnance-department in the field ſhall be ſo damaged that they cannot 
be there repaired, and are by order of the commanding-officer of artil- 
lery with the army, or with any detachment of it, ſent to the com- 
miſſary-general of military-ſtores, or any of his deputies, he and they 
ſhall receive the ſame, at ſuch place as ſhall be moſt convenient ; and 
either immediately cauſe them to be repaired, or replace them with 
others fit for ſervice, as ſhall be moſt conducive to the public intereſt. 
9, That the appointments of the ſaid field-commiſſary and his ſu- 
bordinate officers, be as follows, viz. | 
Pay per Subſiſt. Rations 
month. per month, per day. 


Of the field-commiſſary, 75 dollars. 40 dollars. 1 
Deputy field-commiſſary, 60 30 1 
Conductor, - - 40 1 9 0 1 
Clerk, - - 40 10 1 


10. That there ſhall be one ſurveyor of ordnance, to be appointed 
annually from the colouels, the appointment to be made by the board 
of war and ordnance, until Congreſs ſhall direct otherwiſe, The offi- 
cer thus appointed ſhall retain his rank in the artillery, and all the be- 
nefits arriſing from it; but during the time of his ſurveyorſhip, he 
ſhall not, except in extraordinary caſes, or when called for by the com- 
mander in chief, perform any duty in the line. His duty as ſurveyor 
ſhall be to examine into the conſtruction, qualities, and condition of 
all eannon, carriages, arms and the materials for, and preparation of every 
ſpecies of warlike ſtores, and to viſit all the different arſenals, founde- 
ries, laboratories and work-ſhops belonging to the ordnance-department 
of the United States, carefully noting every error and defect he ſhall 
diſcover ; which, together with a general ſtate of the department, he 
ſhall report immediately to the board of war and ordnance, as well as 
the commanding-officer of the artillery, with his ideas of any altera- 
tions and improvements proper to be made thereon. He ſhall alfo ex- 
amine all ordnance and military-ſtores in the field, and report the ſtate 
of them to the commanding-otficer of artillery, and the board of war 
and ordnance ; and for the purpoſes aforeſaid, the commiſſaries of mi- 
litary-ſtores, as well in the field as elſewhere, ſhall make returns to the 
ſaid ſurveyor, and ſhall expoſe to his view all the ordnance, arms, and 
ſtores, and all materials for the ordnance-department in their cuſtody. 
And the ſurveyor ſhall examine the ſaid ſtores, to aſcertain whether 
the quality, quantity and numbers agree with the return, and make 
report to the board only. He ſhall likewiſe examine into the number 
of workmen employed in each branch of the ordnance:department ; 
and the principal in each branch ſhall make monthly returns of all 
work done within the month, one to the ſaid fürveyor of ordnance, 
and one to the commiſſary-general of military-ſtores ; and each of the 


latter ſhall tranſmit copies thereof monthly to the board of war and 


ordnance. 


11. For executing the duties before-mentioned, and any others re- 
lating to the ordnance-department, which the good of the ſervice may, 
from time to time, require, the board of war and ordnance ſhall give 
to the ſaid ſurveyor ſuch inſtructions as they ſhall think proper. 

12. For defraying the expenſes of the ſaid ſurveyor in the exerciſe 
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of his office, he ſhall be allowed 70 dollars per month, beſides his ap- 
pointments as a field- officer of artillery. 

13. That the commanding-officer of artillery of the United States, 
for the performance of his duties therein before preſcribed, ſhall be al- 

lowed 75 dollars per month; and the commanding-officer of artillery 
with any detached part of the army ſhall have a like allowance, in pro- 
portion to his pay in the line, 
— 662 
Frinar, February 19, 1779. 

A petition from major Des Iſnard and capt. de Truiſſon, was read, 
praying, as they cannot find an immediate paſſage to France, to be 
admitted to ſerve the enſuing campaign in count Pulaſki's corps, the 
former with the pay of captain and the latter of lieutenant: 

Resolved, That they be informed that the preſent arrangement and 
{tate of the army do not admit the granting the prayer of their petition. 

A letter from J. Reed, preſident of the council of Penniylvania, 
was read, requeſting that Congreſs would favour the council of Penn- 
lylvania, with copies of their proceedings againſt capt. Nicholſon, on 
the complaint of gov. Johnſon, of Maryland; upon a like complaint 
made by gov. Henry, of Virginia, againſt an officer of the United 
States; and lately on a complaint made by N. Jerſey or the governor 
thereof, againſt general Maxwell: 

Resolved, That the preſident be furniſhed with the copies deſired. 

A motion was made, that the preſident be informed, that the ſeve- 
ral ſtates have a right to copies of public reſolutions of Congreſs, 
upon applications being made to the ſecretary therefor by their dele- 
gates. 

On this the previous queſtion was moved, and the yeas and nays be- 
ing required thereon by Mr. M. Smith, 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Whipple, ay >ay 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. S. Adams, ay\ | 


Mr. Gerry, ay | 
Mr. Lovell, ay (2 
Mr. Holten, ay) 
Rhode-Tsland, Mr. Ellery, ay Pay 
Connecticut, Mr. Ellsworth, ay 
„ Mr. Noot, ay wed 
New-York, Mr. Jay, aye, 
Mr. Lewts, ay 
New-Fersey, Mr. Witherspþoon, ay 5 
Mr. Fell, ay N. 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Clingan, aye ,, 
Mr. Atlee, ay 7 
Maryland, Mr. Plater, ay 
Mr. Paca, ay. 
Mr. Carmichael, - 2:4 
Mr. Henry, 3 
Virgina, Mr. T. Adams, ay 


Mr. F. L. Lee, ay, 
Mr. M. Smith, no Say 
Mr. Grin, a 
Mr. Netson, 45 
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Nortb- Carolina, Mr. Penn, ay 
Mr. Hill, no ay 

Mr. Burke, ay 

South-Carolina, Mr. Drayton, ay 
Mr. Hutson, we oY 
Georgia, Mr. Langworthy, ay ay 


So it paſſed in the affirmative, and the main queſtion was ſet aſide, 

The committee on the treaſury brought in a report; whereupon, 

Resolved, That 5,009,160 dollars in bills of credit of the United 
States, be emitted under the direction of the board of treaſury, and on 
the faith of the United States : —.— 

That the bills, excepting the numbers, be of the ſame tenor and 
date as the emiſſion directed on the 3d of Feb. inſt. and be numbered 
from the laſt number in each denomination progreſſively, and conſiſt 
of the following denominations, viz. 


22,728 bills of 60 dollars each 
22,728 do. 50 do. | 
22,728 do. 40 do. 
32, 26 do. 30 do. 
22,728 do. 20 do. 
22,728 do. 8 do. 
22,728 do. 7 do. 
22,728 do. 5 40. 


Whereas by the depoſitions of Samuel Inglis, it appears to the 
ommittee of the treaſury, that the facts ſet forth in his petition to 
Congreſs of the 9th of Dec. laſt, are truly ſtated ; and that about the 
9th of OR. laſt, having in his poſſeſſion five ſets of bills of exchange, 
dated the 21ſt of Sept. laſt, and iſſued by Thomas Smith, Eſq; com- 
miſſioner of the continental loan-office in Pennſylvania, on the com- 
miſſioner or commiſſioners of the United States in Paris, in favour of 


| Robert Bridges, to the amount of 5130 livres tournois, for payment 


of intereſt due on loan-office certificates, he the faid Samuel Inglis, to 
prevent the enemy from getting poſſeſhon of the ſaid bills, did deſtroy 
them, and that they conſiſted of the following denominations, viz. 


No. 53 1 ſet, for 600 dollars. 
112 1 do, for 300 dos 
216 1 de., for 60 do. 
646 I do, fer 96 0. 


679 FF 


One thouſand twenty-ſix dollars at five livres tournois per dollar, 
is 5130 livres tournois : | | 

Resolved, That the treaſurer of loans be directed to ſign and deli- 
ver to the ſaid Thomas Smith, Eſq; to be by him iſſued to the ſaid 
Robert Bridges, five ſets of exchange, amounting to 5 130 livres tour- 
nois, of the tenor and date aforeſaid, excepting that each ſet is to 
confiſt of the 5th, 6th, 7th, and 8th bills, and to ſpecify in the body 
of each bill that one only of the eight is to be paid: provided that the 
laid Samuel Inglis ſhall, previous to the iſſuing of the ſaid bills, give 
to the ſaid treaſurer of loans a bond in the penalty of 20,000 dollars, 
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with {ſufficient ſureties, payable to the preſident of Congreſs, or hit 
ſucceſſor in office; for the benefit of the United States, for indemnify. 
ing the public or any perſon or perſons who may be intereſted therein, 
from the payment of any of the original bills of exchange aforeſaid : 
Resolved, That the treaſurer of loans furniſh the ſaid Robert Brid. 
ges, with quadruplicate letters of advice, each containing an atteſted 
copy of the proceding reſolution to the commiſſioner or commiſſioners 
| of the United States at Paris. 
Tr Ordered, That Mr. Ellſworth have leave of abſence, 
Ordered, That the marine-committee give direCtions to have one of 
the continental frigates prepared for ſea with all expedition. 
| — 7) — 
| S4TURDAT, February 20, 1779, | 
Mr. R. H. Lee, a delegate from Virginia, attended, and took his 
ſeat in Congreſs. | | 
Whereas brigadier M<Intoſh, commanding a detathment of the at. 
my at Fort-Pitt, hath requeſted leave to retire from that command : 
Resolved, That the commander in chief be directed to appoint a pro- 
per officer to ſucceed to the ſaid command; and that brigadier-gene- 
ral M'Intoſh, on being relieved, repair to the main army or to ſuch 
poſt as ſhall be aſſigned to him by the commander in chief, 
A report from the board of war was read ; whereupon, 


Resolved, That the portmanteaus and valeſes furniſhed to the offi- 
cers of the army by the quarter-maſter-general, purſuant to the or- bs 
ders of the commander in chief, be charged to the United States, and hi 
the officers permitted to retain them for their own uſe : provided 
that no officer ſhall be more than once furniſhed at the public expenſe P 
with the articles aforeſaid, unleſs unavoidably loſt or taken by the ene- 0 


my in time of action. 

Resolved, That in conſideration of the loſſes of capt. Lewis Celeron, 
1000 dollars be granted to him to enable him to equip himſelf for fur- 
ther ſervice. 

Resolved, That no brevet commiſſion be granted to any officer ex- p 
cept with the conſent of nine ſtates. 


The committee, conſiſting of the delegates of Virginia, to whom : 
were referred Jetters of gov. Henry, and William Finnie, deputy quar- { 
ter-maſter-general, reſpecting the convention troops ſtationed near c 
Charlotte Ville, in Virginia, report, 

That having conferred with the board of war, they are informed that 


orders were given in due time to the commiſſary and quarter-maſter- { 
general, for providing every thing neceſſary in their reſpective depart- { 
ments for the uſe of the ſaid convention troops: that no complaints 

have been received reſpecting a deficiency of proviſions : that the bar- 
racks were not completed for the reception of the troops at the time 

of their arrival, but that they would ſoon be in good order after that 

time : that many Britiſh officers had been permitted to go to the neigh- 
bouring towns for quarters, until they could be better accommodated 
at or near the harracks ; that as no preparation hath been made at any 
other place for the accommodation and ſubſiſtence of the ſaid troops, 

it will be inconvenient at preſent to remove them: that as ſome com- 
plaints have been received reſpeQing the negligence of the quarter- 
maſter in that department, the diſorders which are apprehended and 
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at preſent ſubſiſt, may probably be prevented and remedied by the per- 
ſonal attendance of the ſaid quarter-maſter at the barracks ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That orders iſſue from the board of war to the quarter- 
maſter in the ſaid department, direCting him to reſide at or near the 
ſaid barracks, and that the governor and council of the ſtate of Virgi- 
nia, be authorized and requeſted to ſuperintend the conduct of thoſe 
who ſhall have the direction of the ſaid troops, and, if they ſhall think 
it proper, to take ſuch order for the accommodation and diſtribution of 
the ſaid troops within the ſaid ſtate as the neceſlity of the caſe may re- 

uire. 
, Congreſs proceeded to the election of two auditors in the army; and, 
the ballots being taken, 

Felix Varley and Alexander Fowler were elected. 

Resolved, That the preſident of Congreſs, from time to time, tranſ- 
mit to the executive powers of the ſeveral ſtates, blank commiſſions 
for officers in the line to be appointed -by them, and that they be re- 
queſted regularly to ſend the names of ſuch officers to the board of war. 


— Cc, —— D— 


Mopar, February 22, 1779. 


A letter, of the 19th, from gen. Waſhington, was read, encloſing 
unſealed letters from New-York to major-general Lee : 

Ordered, That the prelident forward to major-general Lee the let- 
ters directed to him, and inform him that Congreſs have no doubt but 
he will explain the tranſaction therein mentioned. _ | 

In purſuance of the powers veſted in him, Mr. M*Kean, a delegate 
of the ſtare of Delaware, ſigned and ratified the articles of contedera- 
tion in behalf of that ſtate. 


— 2. 
TUESDAY, February 23, 1779. 


The delegate of Delaware laid before Congreſs ſundry reſolutions 
paſled by the council of that ſtate, January the 25d, 1779, reſpecting 
the articles of confederation and perpetual union, and concurred in by 
the houſe of aſſembly, January the 28th, 1779, previous to their paſ- 
ling a law to empower their delegates to ſign and ratify the ſaid arti- 
cles of confederation and perpetual union. 

On which it was moved, that the ſame be filed : to which it was 
moved as an amendment to add “ provided that it ſhall never be con- 
* as admitting any claim by the ſame ſet up or intended to be 
et up.” 

On this amendment the yeas and nays being required by Mr, Ellery, 


New- Hampsbire, Mr, Whipple, 21 ay 


| Mr. Frost, ay 
Massachusetts- Bay, Mr. S. Adams, | 
Mr. Lovell, ay > ay 
5 Mr. Holten, ay 
Rhode-1sland, Mr, Ellery, DP. 
Mr. Collins, * 


Connecticut, Mr. Noot, ay K* 
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New-York, Mr. Jay, Al 
Mr. Morris, no. 
Mr. Floyd, ay £Y 
| Mr. Lewts 4 
Vew-Jersey, Mr. Vithersboon, no 
Mr. 88 "oO 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Clingan, ay 
Mr. Atlee, no 
Mr. Shippen, ay P 
Mr. Searle, ay 
Delaware, Mr. M*Kean, no Nn 
Maryland, Mr. Paca, no 
Mr. Henry, no c 10 
Virginia, Mr. T. Adams, a 
Mr. F. L. Lee, | 
Mr. M. Smith, ay 
Mr. Grin, ay * 
Mr. R. H. Lee, ay 
Mr. Nelson, ay 
ANortb- Carolina, Mr. Penn, 4 5 
Mr. Burke, a” 
South-Carolina, Mr. Drayton, ay >ay 


So it paſſed in the affirmative. 

On the queſtion, 

Resolved, That the paper laid before Congreſs by the delegate from 
Delaware and read, be filed; provided that it ſhall never be conſider- 
ed as admitting any claim by the ſame ſet up or intended to be ſet up. 

The committee on the treaſury brought in a report; whereupon, 

Resolved, That the following perſons, nominated by the board of 
treaſury, be appointed ſigners of bills of credit of the United States, 
namely, | | 

Nathaniel Donell, Robert Roberts, ſon of John Roberts, furveyor, 
Jedidiah Snowden, Samuel Lyon, Joſeph Carleton, Joſhua Coit, John 
Nicholſon, Cornelius Comegys, Moles Young, Belcher P. Smith, 
George Bond, Thomas Eddiſon, William Gamble, Joſeph Watkins, 
Ifaac Gray, Lodowick Sprogell, Robert Mullen, John Lawrence, John 
Leacock, Samuel Wetherill, jun. Joſeph Kerr, Luſon Simmons, Wil- 
ham Stretch, Thomas Nevill, Paul Cox, James Dundas and Robert 
Cather. | | | 

Congreſs reſumed the conlideration of the report of the board of 
war of January 22d ; whereupon, | 

Resolved, That Monf, Vernie be appointed major in brigadier-ge- 
neral Pulaſki's legion. 


WEDNESDAY, February 24, 1779. 

A letter, of Nov. 7th, 1778, from Benjamin Franklin, A. Ice, and 
J. Adams, commiſſioners of the United States at Paris, was read, en— 
cloſing copics of letters that paſſed between the ſaid commiſſioners and 
Monſ. de Sartine, miniſter of the marine in France, relative to the re- 
capture of a French veſſel by the general Mifflin privateer, capt, Da- 
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niel MeNeil; copies of letters between them, the ſaid commiſſioners, 

and Monſ, the count de Vergenncs, relative to a negociation to be 
made with the Barbary States; and alſo, copy of a letter from the 

ambaſſador of Naples, to the commiſſioners, informing, that the king 
his maltar has opened his ports to the flag of the United States of 
America, and defiring at theſe times when the ſea is covered with pri- 
vateers of diflerent nations, and allo with pirates, to know the colours 
of the flag and form of the ſea-papers; together with a copy of the 
eo miſioners' anſwer: 

Ordered, That fo much of the ſaid letter and papers encloſed, as 
relates to the re-capture of the French veſſcl by captain M*Netl, be 
referred to the committee on appeals, 

Ordered, That the marine- committee be directed to deliver to the 
court of appeals the report of the ſub-committee, appointed by them 
to reviſe the articles reſpectin;; the legality of captures, &c. 

Ordered, That the papers relative to a negociation with the States 
of Barbary, be referred to a committee of three: 

The members choſen, Mr. Carmichacl, Mr. Nelſon and Mr. Burke. 

Ordered, That the letter from the miniſter of Naples, and the com- 
miſſioners' anſwer, be referred to the marine-committee, and that the 
committee be inſtructed to report forms of proper commiſſions, ſhip- 
papers, and the like, with the means of authenticating them, and of no- 
tifying the ſame to the ſeveral powers who ſhall be diſpoſed to open 
their ports to the ſubjects of the United States. 

On the inſtruction, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Burke, 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Whipple, no no 
Massachusetis-Bay, Mr. S. Adams, no 
Mr. Gerry, ay no 
Mr. Holten, no 
Rhode-Is!and, Mr. Ellery, 7 8 5 
. Mr. Colli ns, ay) © 
Connecticut, Mr. Dyer, 26 4 
Mr. Root, ay 70 
New v-York, Mr. Jay, ay 
Mr. G. Horris, ay a 
Mr. Floyd, * 
Mr. Lewis, ay 
New-Fersey, Mr. Pitberspoon, 30 
Mr. Frelingbausen, ay & ay 
Mr. Fell, ay 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Clingan, 4} 
Mr. Shippen, ay U. 
Mr. Atlee, ay — 
Mr. Searle, 7 | 
Delaware, Mr. M+ Kean, ay >ay 
Maryland, Mr. Plater, no\ 
| Mr. Paca, no 2 
Mr. Carmichael, no 
Mr. Henry, no ) 
Vol., V. H 
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Virginia, 


North-Carolina, 


South-Carolina, 


Georgia, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


T. Adams, 
F. . Lee, 
M. Smitb, 


Griſin, 
Nelson, 
Penn, 

Hill, 

Burke, 
Drayton, 
Hutson, 
Langworthy, 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 


Mr. 


R. H. Les, excus. 
no 
ay 


M. Smith, a member of the warine-committee for the ſtate of 


Virginia, defiring to be exculed from that ſervice, 
Resolved, That be be excuſed. 
Congreſs proceeded to the election of members for the marine-com- 


mittec : 


Mr. R. H. Lee was elected for the ſtate of Virginia; 
for the ſtate of New- jerſey ; 


Mr. Fell 


Mr. Searle 


cloſed ; 


al 


for the ſtate of Pennſylvania. 
Resolved, That a member be eleHed for the board of treaſury. 
The member choſen, Mr. Frelinghauſen. 
A letter, of the 31it of Jan. from colonel Hartley, preſident, and 
others, members of a court-martial, recommending to mercy a Certain 
Patrick Roach, a ſoldier of colonel Hartley's regiment, condemned by 
the ſaid court to ſuffer death for the crime of delertion : 
Resolved, That the ſaid Patrick Roach be pardoned. 
Congreſs took into conlideration a letter of Jan. the 29th, from the 
ſupreme executive council of Pennſylvania, and the pages therein en- 


W hereupon, it was moved, 


6 7 b at, in the opinion of Congrels. major Clarkſon ought to hav at- 
tended the executive council upon their requeſt of Jan. the 25th, 1779, 
unleſs prevented by his military duties, or ſome other good and ſuth- 
cient reaſon, in which caſe, he ought to have aſſigned his reaſons to the 


ſaid council.” 


A motion was made, that the words « unleſs prevented, &c.“ to the 


end, be {truck out ; 


Sod on the queſtion, that thoſe words ſtand as part of the reſolution, 
the yeas and nays being required by Mr. G. Morris, 


New- Hampshire, 


Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Tsland, 
V C W- York, 


New-Tersey, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


IV hipple, 

S. Adams, 
Gerry, 
Holten, 
Ellery, 

Jay, 

Ge. Morris, 
Floyd, 
Witherspoon, 


no no 


no 
no NO 
no 


ay ay 


no 


ay > ay 


ih 
"OC no 
Mr. Frelinghausen, no 


Sc 
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Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 


Virginia, 


North-Carolina, 
of South-Carolina, 


Georgia, 


Mr. Clingan, 
Mr. Shippen, 
Mr. Atlee, 

Mr. Searle, 

Mr. M.Rean, 
Mr. Paca, | 
Mr. Carmichael, 
Mr. 7. Adams, 
Mr. F. L. Lee, 


Mr. M. Smith, 


Mr. R. H. Lee, 
Mr. Grifiin, 

Mr. Henn, 

Mr. Burke, 

Mr. Drayton, 
Mr. Hutson, 
Mr. Langworthy, 


ay 


"oF 5 divided. 
No 


— divided. 
770 


ay pay 


So it paſſed in the negative, and the words were ſtruck out. 
On the queſtion put to agree to the reſolution as amended, the 


and nays being required by Mr. Burke and Mr. Searle, 


New- Hampshire, 


Massachusetts-Bay, 

nd 

ain Rhode-1sland, 

by Connecticut, 
New-York, 

the 

en- | 
New Fersey, 

at- 

79, | 

ffi-  Pennsylvania, 

the 

the 
Delaware, 

on, Maryland, 
Virginia, 
North-Carolina, | 
South-Carolina, 
Georgia, 


So, the ſtates being equally divided, the queſtion was lo 


Mr. Whipple, 
Mr. S. Adams, 
Mr. Gerry, 

Mr. Holten, 

Mr. Ellery, 

Mr. Root, 

Mr. Jay, 

Mr. Morris, 
Mr. Floyd, 

Mr. Lewis, 

Mr. Witherspoon, 
Mr. Frelinghausen, 
Mr. Fell, 

Mr. Clingan, 
Mr. Shippen, 
Mr. Atlee, 

Mr. Searle, 
Mr. M*Kean, 
Mr. Paca, 

Mr, Carmichael, 
Mr. T. Adams, 
Mr. F. L. Lee, 
Mr. M. Smitb, 
Mr. R. H. Lee, 
Mr. Griffin, 
Mr. Penn, 

Mr. Burke, 
Mr. Drayton, 
Mr. Hutson, 
Mr. Langworthy, 


ay Fa 


28 divided. 
no 


no no 


"1 divided. 
ay 


no >no 


yeas 
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Resolved, That the letter of Jan, 27th, 1779, from major M. Clark. 
ſon, to the ſaid council, contains indecent and improper expreſſions, 
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which Congreſs do highly diſapprove of. 


Resolved, That Congreſs will not countenance any military-officer 


in diſreſpectful conduct to the civil-magiſtracy. 


A doubt being raiſed, whether one member can repreſent and give 
the vote of the ſtate of Connecticut, the credentials of the delegates 
of that fate, dated Oct. 21ſt, 1778, were called for and read; and, on 


the queliton put, 


Kesolved, That, by the ſaid credentials, not leſs than two can repre. 


ſent the ſtate of Connecticut in Congreſs. 


New- Hampsbire, 


AMassachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Tsland, 
Connecticut, 


New-York, 


News Jersey, 


Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, 


Virginia, 


North-Carolina, 
Soutb- Carolina, 


Georgia, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


- Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


So it paſſed in the negative. 


| — —y—ę— 

Tuuxs bar, February 25, 1779. 

On motion, Congreſs proceeded to re- conſider the reſolution reſpec. 

ting the powers of the delegates of Connecticut; and, on the queſtion, 

whether a leſs number than two can repreſent the ſtate of "CORHEEUES, 

agree able to the credentials of the delegates of ſaid ſtate ? 
The yeas and nays being required by Mr. Drayton, 


Whipple, 
Frost, 

S. Adams, 
Gerry, 

Holten, 
Ellery, 
Collins, 

Dyer, 

Root, 

Jay, 

Duane, 
Morris, 
Floyd, 

Lewis, 
Frelinghausen, 
Fell, 
Clingan, 
Shippen, 
Atlee, 
Plater, 
Carmichael, 
Henry, 

T. Adams, 
N. Lee, 
Griffin, 
Nelson, 
Penn, 

Hill, 
Burke, 
Laurens, 
Drayton, 
Hutson, 
Langworthy, 


WY WV > » 22 
DS: D. © D 9g. 0 9 DB 
2 . 

3 8 


no 


UV 
Q 


= 
Q 
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div ided. 


no 


NV 
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= 
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no 


8 8 
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A letter, of the 25th, from T. Mifflin, was read, informing, that he 
has not heard what reſolution Congreſs have been pleaſed to make in 
conſequence of his rehgnation of his commiſſion of major-general in 

the ſervice of the United States in Auguſt laſt, and requeſting Con. 
greſs to accept his reſignation : whereupon, 

Resolved, That his reſignation be accepted. 

The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Duane, Mr. Root, Mr. M. Smith, 
Mr. G. Morris, Mr. Drayton and Mr. Hutlon, to whom were rd 
inſtructions from the general aſſembly of the ſtate of Pennſylvania to 
their delegates, and other papers reſpecting the defence of the weſtern- 
frontiers, report, 

That they have, according to order, met and conferred with a com- 
mittee of the ſaid general-aſſembly on the ſubject of the ſaid inſtruc- 
tions, and received from them a repreſentation of the circumſtances of 
the weſtern-frontiers : whereupon, 

Resolved, That the repreſentation of the circumſtances of the. weſ- 
tern-frontiers, communicated by a committee of the general aſſembly 
of Pennſylvania, and alſo copies of the memorials and of the letters 
from the governors of Connecticut and N. York, reſpecting the depre- 
dations on the ſaid frontiers, be tranſmitted to the commander in chick, 
who is directed to take effeatuil meaſures for the protection of the in- 
habitants, and chaſtiſement of the ſavages. 

Ne solved, That five companies of rangers be immediately raiſed on 
the ſaid weſtern- frontiers, to prote & the ſame and annoy the enemy: 
each company to confiſt of a captain, two heutenants, four ſerjeants, 
four corporals, a drummer, a fifer, and ſixty privates, and that one pay- 
maſter and one deputy commiſſary of niuſters be appointed for the 
whole of the ſaid corps: | 
That the ſupreme executive council of the ſtate of Pennſylvania, be 
authorized to appoint the ſaid officers, and to give the neceſſary orders 
for raiſing and keeping up the ſaid companies to their full comple- 
ment; and that they be requeſted, if they deem it neceſſary, to apply 
to the legiſlature for a law to enable them to make draughts from the 
militia for theſe purpoles : 

That the companies {hall be raiſed and enliſted for nine months, un— 
leſs the ſervice ſhall ſooner admit of their diſcharge : 

That every volunteer, on paſſing muſter, ſhall receive a bounty of 


100 dollars, and be entitled to continental pay and rations, providing 


himſelf at his own expenſe with arms and clothing. 
— 62 — 
Frinar, February 26, 1779. 
Mr. J. Armſtrong, a delegate from Pennſylvania, attended, and 
toook his ſeat in Convgrels, 
A letter, from major-general Lee, was read, expl: aining the tranſ. 
action referred to in the unſealed letters from N. Y ork, which were or- 


dered to be forwarded to him: 


Resolved, That his explanation is ſatisfa ory to Congreſs. 

A motion was made, „that gen. Lee be informed that Congreſs 
diſapprove of his negociating his bills in New. Vork: 

On which the previous queſtion was moved, and the yeas and nays 
being required by Mr. Drayton, 
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New- Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Connecticut, 


New-York, 


New-FJersey, 


Pennsylvania, 


Maryland, 


Vi - . 
Virginia, 


Nortb-Carolina, 


Sguth-Carolina, 


Georgia, 


Mr. Whipple 

OR 2 6 divided, 
Mr. Lovell, 2 0 
Mr. Holten, no 

Mr. Dyer, ay 

Mr. Noot, ot 2 
Mr. Jay, nod, 
Mr. Duane, oo | 
Mr. Frelingbausen, no "i 
Mr. Fell, 2 
Mr. Clingan, ay 
Mr. F. Armstrong, no 5 
Mr. Atlee, no { 
Mr. Searle, no 

Mr. Paca, ay 

Mr. Carmichael, ay F ay 
Mr. Henry, ay 

Mr. T. Adams, no 

Mr. F. L. Lee, ay 

Mr. M. Smith, no 
Mr. R. H. Lee, ay 4 
Mr. Griffin, no 

Mr. Nelson, no 

Mr. Penn, no 

Mr. Hill, no V no 
Mr. Burke, ay 

Mr. Laurens, ay | 
Mr. Drayton, no & ay 
Mr. Hutson, ay 

Mr. Langworthy, ay ay 


So it paſſed in the negative. 


On the queſtion to agree to the main queſtion, the yeas and nays 


being required by Mr. Drayton, 


New-Hampsbire, 
Massachuset ts-Bay, 


Rbode- Island, 


Connecticut, 


New-York, 


New-Fersey, 


Pennsylvania, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


| Mr. 


Whipple, 
Frost, 
Lovell, 
Holten, 
Ellery, 
Collins, 
Dyer, 
Root, 
Jay, 


Duane, 


Frelinghausen, 


Fell, 
Clingan, 


J. Armstrong, 


Atlee, 


Mr. Searle, 


1 divided. 


divided. 


; 
2 
25 divided. 
; 
; 


* 
ay 
ay ay 
no 
a 
» U 


8 
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Maryland, Mr. Paca, 0 | 
Mr. Carmichael, no no 
Mr. Henry, no 

Virginia, Mr. T. Adams, ay 


Mr. F. L. Lee, no 
Mr. M. Smith, ay 
Mr. R. H. Lee, ay 


Mr. Griffin, ay 

Mr. Nelson, ay 
Nortb. Carolina, Mr. Penn, ay) 
Mr. Hill, 5b 

Mr. Burke, no 

South-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, no 
| Mr. Drayton, ar 

Mr. Hutson, no 
Georgia, Mr. Langworthy, no >no 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 

On a report from the committee on the treaſury : 

Whereas it is required by a reſolution of Congreſs of the 2d of Jan. 
laſt, * that bills of the emiſſions of May 20th, 1777, and April the 
th, 1778, be croſſed and ſtruck through with a circular punch of one 
inch diameter ;” and whereas, much time is required in executing this 
bulineſs, and delays may from thence enſue injurious to the public: 

Resolved, That that part of the reſolution which reſpects croſſing 
the ſaid bills be difpenſed with. 

The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Ellery, Mr. Paca, Mr. Laurens, 
Mr. Dyer and Mr. Floyd, to whom was referred an application from 
the ſtate of Maſſachuſetts-Bay, &c. reſpecting a ſupply of proviſions, 
brought in a report; whereupon, Congreſs came to the following re- 
ſolutions : 

Whereas it is repreſented to Congreſs, that the inhabitants of the 
ſtates of Maffachuſetts-Bay, R. Iſland and Providence Plantations, 
are diſtreſſed for want of bread, and cannot obtain ſupplies excepr 
from Maryland, Virginia, N. Carolina and S. Carolina: and, whereas, 
a private trade for grain and flour between the ſaid ſtates might be 
injurious and ineffectual : _ | 

Resolved, "Chat it be recommended to the executive powers of Ma- 
ryland, Virginia, N. Carolina and S. Carolina, at their diſcretion, to 
permit the executive powers of Maſſachuſetts-Bay, R. Iſland and Pro- 

idence Plantations, to purchaſe and export, under proper regulations, 
ſuch quantities of grain or flour as they may judge expedient, and may 
Nee able to ſpare reſpeQively. _ | 

A motion having been made to ſtrike out the word © North-Caro- 
ina ;” and on the queſtion that it ſtand part of the report, the yeas and 
n. ys being required, by Mr. Burke, 


New- Humpsbire, Mr. Whipple, 21 p 
Mr. Frost, ay of 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. Lovell, 31 5 
| Mr. Holten, ay | 
Rbode-Tsland, Mr. Ellery, ay 


Mr. Collins, ay W 
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Connecticut, Mr. Dyer, 25 7 
Mr. Root, ay 7 
New-York, Mr. Jay, 4 4 
Mr. Duane, ay F 
New-Ferse Mr. Frelingbausen, ay ?, 
Wh Mr. Fell, , ay oY 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Clingan, ay 
Mr. Shippen, ay 
Mr. Armstrong, ay 
| Mr. Atlee, ay 
Zaryland, Mr. Carmichael, "ta 
Mr. Henry, ay 7 
Virginia, Mr. T. Adams, ay 


Mr. F. L. Lee, ay 
Mr. N. Smith, ay b 
Mr. R. H. Lee, ay 


Mr. Grifin, ay 
Mr. Nelson, ay 
North-Carolina, Mr. Penn, ay 
Mr. Hill, no i no 
Mr. Burke, of 
Soutb-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, ay 
Mr. Drayton, 42 
Mr. Hutson, ay 
Georgia, Mr. Langworthy, ay gay 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the governor of the ſtate of 
Maryland to permit the ſchooner Hannah, Joſeph Malcom, maſter, to 
toad in ſaid ſtate with flour and bar-iron, it appearing to Congreſs that 
the ſaid veſſel was fitted out by the board of war of Maſſachuſetts 
Bay for the purpole of ſupplying the public magazines in the ſaid ate, 

— > — | 
SATURDAY, February 27, 1779. 

Whereas the {tate of Maryland have granted to the officers of their 
troops a gratuity to enable them to equip themſelves for the field the 
enſuing campaign; and whereas a confiderable quantity of the money 
fo granted is of the emiſſions of May the 20th, 1777, and April the 
LHith, 1778: 

Resolved, That the board of treaſury be empowered to exchange: 
ſum not exceeding 40,000 dollars of the money now in the hands of 


brigadier-general Smallwood, advanced by the ſtate of Maryland to 
their commiſſioned ofhicers. 


A lctter, of the 24th, from gen. Waſhington, was read, encloſing! 


letter from brigadier Glover, and one from col. Wiggleſworth, praying 
leave to rein their refpeciive commiſſions: 


Ordered, That the letter from col. Wiggleſworth be referred to tht 
del-g3:t-s of Maffachufetts-Bay. | 

Resoloed, That Congreſs, { nhbÞle of brigadier-general Glover's pal 
merit, and in expectation of his future ſervices, direct the commander 


far 
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in chief to indulge him with a furlough for ſuch time as may be neceC- 
ſary to ſettle his private affairs. 
— 2822 — — 
Mopar, March 1, 1779. 

Mr. Jay, preſident, laid before Congreſs a continuation of his pow- 
ers as delegate for the ſtate of New-York, which was read. 

Resolved, That the committee, to whom were referred the letters and 
papers from Mr. preſident Reed, reſpecting public waggons employed 
by major-general Arnold, be empowered to ſend for perſons and papers, 
and to examine witneſſes on oath. 

Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of a report of the board of war 
of February 6th, and thereupon, 

Resolved, That Monf. Oneuil be appointed captain of infantry in 
brigadier-general count Pulaſk's legion: | 

That Monſ. Verdiu, Monſ. Beaulieu, Monſ. Kerlevan, and Monf. 
La Cloſe, be appointed lieutenants in the ſaid legion. 

TuESbar, March 2, 1779. 

The board of war having repreſented that application has been made 
to the board for arrearages of clothing due to two regiments for the 
year 1777, and that other regiments in the ſervice have ſimilar de- 
mands, which ought to be adjuſted and paid with all the diſpatch com- 
patible with the prevention of frauds to the United States: 

Resolved, That a proper perſon be forthwith appointed and com- 
miſſioned to ſettle and pay all accounts of arrearages of clothing due 
to the troops of theſe ſtates for the year 1777: 


That this commiſſioner be authorized to call on the clothier-general 


and his deputies, for immediate and exact returns of all clothing by 
them iſſued for the year 1777, ſhewing at what times, to whom, and 
for whoſe uſe the ſame was iſſued ; which returns the clothier-general 


and his deputies are directed to make accordingly. The clothiers in 


the ſeveral ſtates are allo defired to make to the ſaid commiſſioner 
ſimilar returns of all the clothing by them iſſued for that year, on ac- 
count of the United States; and the governments of the ſtates reſpec- 
tively are requeſted to give the orders and aſſiſtance neceſſary for this 
end. And all officers of the army who have received clothing for the 
troops, either of any continental or ſtate clothier, or by purchaſe or im- 
preſſment, are directed to render to the commiſſioner aforeſaid a return 
of the ſame, and account with him for their due application : 

That the commander in chief, and officers commanding at any ſe- 
parate poſts, do forthwith cauſe the captains and officers commanding 
companies, in the troops under their immediate commands, to make out 
the accounts of their reſpective companies, {pecifying the names of the 
claimants ſtill in the ſervice, where they are, what they have received, 
and what is {till due; theſe points in caſes of doubt to be aſcertained 
by a particular enquiry of the officers, non-commiſſioned officers and 
privates of each company. The accounts thus formed and aſcertained, 
ſhall be delivered to the regimental pay-maſters, who ſhall draw them 
into a general one, and ſettle the ſame with the commiſhoner afore— 
faid, and the commiſſioner ſhall certify the ſums due on ſuch accounts, 
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— . ß 


accounts; whereupon warrants ſhall iſſue as aforeſaid for payment: 
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and to whom; whereupon warrants (hall be iſſued for payment, in like 


manner as for the monthly pay of the troops : PI: 
That the ſaid regimental pay-maſters pay the arrearages aforeſaid ſta 
to the non- commiſſioned officers and ſoldiers themſelves, or their repre- 
ſentatives, to whom they are due ; and account with the commiſſioner D* 
aforeſaid for the monies they received for that uſe, producing the re. D 
ceipts of the non- commiſſioned officers and ſoldiers, or their repreſen. be 
tatives, as vouchers. And if upon ſuch accounting, there thall appear 
to be monies in any pay-maſter's hands, received for non-commiſſioned le 
officers and ſoldiers who afterwards died or deſerted, the ſaid commil. : 
ſioner ſhall certify the ſame to the pay-maſter-general, or his deputy di 


at the poſt where the regiment of ſuch pay-maſter is ſtationed, to whom 
he ſhall pay over all ſuch monies remaining in his hands: 

That all non-commiſhoned officers and ſoldiers entitled to the con. 
tinental bounty of clothing, who ſerved in the year 1777, but are not 
now in the ſervice, and their repreſentatives in caſe of death, fhall al. 
ſo receive the arrearages due for ſuch clothing: provided they produce 
or tranſmit to the commiſhoner aforeſaid accounts thereof, properly 
authenticated by the certificates of the officers under whom they im- 
mediately ſerved or other ſufficient evidence. And the ſaid commil- I 
ſioner, being ſatisfied therewith, ſhall certify the ſums due on thoſe 


That as in the courſe of this enquiry it may appear, that the clothing | 
iſſued to divers non-commiſſioned officers and ſoldiers for the year 
1777, exceeds the bounty allowed by Congreſs, the regimental pay- 
maſters ſhall enter the names of ſuch in two ſeparate rolls, for the in- 
ſpection of the commiſhoner aforeſaid, who ſhall tranſmit one of them 
to the pay-maſter-general, or his deputy at the poſt where the regi. 
ments may happen to be, and the other to the commanding-officers of 
the reviments to which ſuch non-commiſſioned officers and ſoldiers be- 
long, who ſhall thereupon be put under ſtoppages by order of ſuch 
commanding-officers, to the amount of the ſurpluſages of the allowed 
bounty ; for which the regimental pay-maſters ſhall account with the 
pay-maſter-general or his deputy aforeſaid, upon every e for 
the regiment's monthly pay: 

That the ſaid commiſſioner be permitted to employ one or more 
clerk or clerks, to aſſiſt him in executing the commiſſion aforeſaid, as 
the buſineſs ſhall require: 

That the ſaid commiſſioner be allowed, while in actual ſervice, the 
ſame pay and ſubſiſtence as-an auditor of the army ; and that he be ap- 
pointed by and accountable to the board of war, and continue in office 
fo long only as they ſhall think proper; and that his clerk, if the board of 
war {hall deem it to be neceſſary he ſhould be allowed one, have the 
ſame pay and ſubſiſtence as is granted to a clerk of an auditor of ac- 
counts in the army. 

Whereas the ſtate of Rhode-Iſland and i Plontations] is in- 
vaded, and hath repreſented to Congreſs, that by reaſon thereof it is 


onable to levy the proportion of the continental tax aſſigned them for 
the preſent year: 


Resolved, That 50,000 dollars be taken from the apportionment of 
the tax for the preſent year to the ſtate of Rhode-Ifland and Providence 
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plantations; and that the ſame, by the conſent of the delegates of the 
ſtate of South-Carolina, be added to the apportionment of that ſtate. 

The board of war, to whom was referred the memorial of Mr. 
D'Ugglaa, repreſent, that gen. Pulaſki has expreſſed his wiſh that Mr, 
D'Ugglaa ſhould be appointed adjutant to his corps ; and therefore 
beg leave to report, 

That George Guſtave D'Ugglaa, be appointed a lieutenant in the 
legion commanded by general count Pulaſki : 

On the queſtion to agree to the ſaid report, the ſtates were equally 
divided, and the queſtion loſt. 

— Go 
WEDNnESDpar, March 3, 1779. 

Mr. Muhlenberg, a delegate for Pennſylvania, attended, and pro- 
duced credentials, by which it appears that Frederick Muhlenberg, 
Henry Wynkoop and James M'Clene, Eſqrs; were on the 2d of this 
month elected delegates to repreſent the ſtate in Congreſs, in the room 
of Edward Biddle, Daniel Roberdeau and William Clingan, Eſqrs; 


TnuRSDAY, March 4, 1779. 

Mr. J. M*Clene, a delegate for Pennſylvania, attended, and took 
his ſeat in Congreſs, 

A letter, of the 2d, from the board of war, was read, deſiring to 
know the ſenſe of Congreſs, whether the ſupernumerary officers are 
entitled to one year's ſubſiſtence as well as pay by virtue of the reſo— 
lution of the 24th of November laſt ; whereupon, _ 

Resolved, That the ſupernumerary officers, under the reſolution of 
Congreſs of the 24th of Nov. laſt, are not entitled to ſubſiſtence from 
Cong reſs. 5 | 

A memorial from Robert Jewell, was read; whereupon Congreſs 
took into conſideration a report of the board of war, on a former me- 
morial of R. Jewell; and, thereupon, 

Resolved, That eight dollars a-day be allowed to Robert Jewell, 
keeper of the new-gaol in Philadelphia, for himſelf, his door-keeper and 
oscaſional clerk : 

That his two aſſiſtants be allowed four dollars each per day: 

That the pay of theſe allowances commence the 20th day of June, 
1778, when the ſaid R. Jewell and his aſſiſtants reſumed the charge of 
the ſaid gaol. 


— 89. — 


Frrpar, March 5, 1779. 

A letter, of the 2d, from the board of war, was read ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That the committee of commerce be authorized and di- 
refed to provide ſuch ſupplies and articles of clothing for the uſe of 
the army, as the hoard of war ſhall, from time, defire them to procure. 

A letter of February 25th, was read, from H. Pawling, major of 
colonel] Malcom's regiment, deſiring leave to reſign his commiſſion: 

Resolved, That his reſignation be accepted. | 

A letter of February the 12th, from brigadier Varnum, was read, 
deſiring a diſmiſſion from the army: Ws 
Resolved, That the reſignation of brigadier Varnum be accepted, 
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A letter of Feb. the 9th, from the board of war, was read, where. 
upon, 

Resolved, That the quarter-maſter-general, commiſſary of purchaſes, 
and clothier-general, and ſuch of their deputies as they ſhall appoint 
for that purpoſe, be, and they are hereby authorized and directed to 
pay all certificates (of the authenticity whereof they are or ſhall be 
latisfied) for proviſions, forage, clothing, or other articles within the 

N line of their reſpective departments, furniſhed by the inhabitants to 
the troops on detachments, or in caſes of neceſſity, where ſupplies 
could not be obtained in a regular courſe ; for which ſums ſo to be 
paid, they ſhall be allowed for their trouble one half per cent. and no 
more. The evidence of ſuch ſupplies being furniſhed (hall, fo far as re. 
gards the party of whom received, be the certificates of the officers 
receiving them. But the officers in the ſaid departments, the clothiers 
excepted, paying the ſame, ſhall notify the officers who gave ſuch cer. 
tificares to render an account of the application of the articles fo re. 
ceived, and the ſaid officers are hereby directed to render ſuch account 
accordingly ; and the ſaid quarter-malter and commiſfary-general, and 
their deputies, fo paying the faid certificates, are hereby authorized 
and empowered to examine and ſettle the faid accounts. And when. | 
ſoever any miſconduct hall appear in any ofticer hguing a certificate, 


the ſame ſhall be reported to the commander in chief, if the ſaid officer WY {ol 
be with the main army, and if not, to the commanding-general or of- 
ficer of the detachment of the army wherein ſuch officer ſhall ſerve, to 
that a trial and examination be had by a court-martial. And if there on 
ſhall be any injultice done to the public, or the articles received by the ha 
officers were unneceffary, or did not come to the uſe of the troops, the Ire 
officer found delinquent ſhall be obliged to refund to the United States 
the whole of the monies paid on the certificate in purſuance hereof, or th 
ſuch part thereof as ſhall be adjudged reafonable, and be caſhiered, or ar 
otherwiſe dealt with, as a court-martial ſhall determine. co 
The clothier-general, or his deputies, ſhall tranſmit to the commiſ— m 
ſioner appointed for ſettling the accounts of the arrearages of clothing ti 
due to the ſoldiers in the army, copies of ſuch certificates as ſhall be m 
paid by him, that the officers ſigning the certificates may be called on la 
by the ſaid commiſſioner to render an account of the diſtribution of to 
the articles, which ſhall be duly charged to the men who have received in 
them. In caſe of miſcondu@ of any officer ſigning a certificate, the ta 
like proceedings ſhall be had, on the application and report of the com- al 
miſſioner of clothing, as are herein before directed. te 
No certificate given before this date ſhall be paid, unleſs the ſame tl 
be preſented for payment within fix months from this day; and no cer- tl 
tificate hereafter given ſhall be paid, unleſs preſented to the proper al 
officer within three months after the date thereof. by 


And whereas it will be neceſſary that in future certificates be more 


formally authenticated, to prevent many inconveniencies which may 
ariſe ſimilar to thoſe already experienced: 


Resolved, That certificates hereafter given by commiſſioned- officers, 0 
for articles received for the uſe of the army, be ſigned with their . 
names at full length, and the rank they hold; and if under a gene- 8 


ral- officer, that the regiment to which they belong be added: 0 


That the particular articles received be inſerted in the body of 
the certificate, their value, the time when, and place where received, 
in letters, and not in figures: 

That the certificates be directed to the principal of the department, 
whole duty it is to provide the articles ſo received, or his neareſt de- 
puty ; ſeparate certificates to be given whenſoever the articles apper- 
tain the ſeveral departments ; 

That officers keep exact copies of the certificates they give, and 
tranſmit other copies to the neareſt deputy or agent in the department, 

iving him the neceſſary information reſpecting the buſineſs : 

That the deputies tran{mit copies of all the certificates they pay te 
their principals, that enquiry may be made whether the giving the 
certificates was neceſſary for the public ſervice, and whether the things 
received have been properly applicd : 

The committee, conliſting of Mr. Burke, Mr. Paca, Mr. Dyer, 
Mr. Root, Mr. M. Smith, to whom was referred the memorial of 
brigadicr Thompſon and other officers in the ſervice of the United 
States, now priſoners of war on Long-Ifland ; and alfo a letter from 
the preſident of the council of the ſtate of Maſſachuſetts-Bay, with 
ſundry papers encloſed reſpecting prifoners of war on the ſaid ifland, 
brought in a report; whereupon Congrels came to the following re- 
ſolutions : 

Whereas Congreſs have on all occaſions manifeſted an earneſt deſire 
to alleviate the calamities of war, and more elpecially to relieve the 
diſtreſſes of thoſe brave and virtuous men, who with inflexible fortitude 
have ſuſtained the rigours of a long captivity ; but all overtures have 
from a variety of obltacles hitherto proved ineffectual; 

Regolved, therefore, That gen, Waſhington, commander in chief of 
the armies of the United States, be, and he hereby 1s fully authorized 
and empowered, at his diſcretion, to negociate and eſtabliſh. with the 
commander in chief of his Britannic majeſty's forces, a cartel or agree- 
ment for a general exchange of priſoners, comprehending the conven- 
tion troops, or a more partial agreement for any particular or definite 
number of priſoners ; and to fix and conclude upon the terms of the 
ſaid exchange, aſcertaining and allowing an equivalent of inferior 
for ſuperior officers, and an equivalent of privates for officers, accor- 
ing to ſuch proportion as has been cuſtomary or ſhall appear to him 
to be juſt and equitable ; and to appoint commiſſioners and the time 
and place of their meeting, to treat and confer with the commiſſioners 
to be authorized by the commander in chief of the Britiſh forces, on 
the form and manner of ſuch exchange; and it is hereby declared, 
| that the acts and ſtipulations of the ſaid commiſſioners, being notified 
and confirmed by the reſpective commanders in chief aforeſaid, ſhall 
be final and concluſive, 5 

SATrTURDAr, March 6, 1779. 

A memorial from the chevalier de la Colombe was read, defiring to 
obtain the commiſſion of major in the ſervice of the United States, 
and to ſerve as ſupernumerary aid-de-camp to major-general baron de 
Kalb, who has expreſſed a deſire to have him as ſuch for the enſuing 


campaign; whereupon, 
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Resolved, That the prayer of the memorial be not complied with, 

The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Floyd, Mr. Ellery and Mr, 
Burke, to whom was referred the report of the committee on appeals 
of Jan. 19th, 1779, having in purſuance of the inſtructions to them 
given, examined into the cauſes of the refuſal of the judge of the 
court of admiralty for the ſtate of Pennſylvania, to carry into execu- 
tion the decree of the court or committee of appeals, report, 

« That on a libel in the court of admiralty for the ſtate of Penn. 
ſyIvania, in the caſe of the ſloop Active, the jury found a verdict in 
the following words, viz. © one-fourth of the net proceeds of the ſloop 
Active and her cargo to the firſt claimants, three-fourths, of the net 
proceeds of the ſaid ſloop and her cargo to the libellant and the ſe. 
cond claimant, as per agreement between them ;” which verdict was 
confirmed by the judge of the court, and ſentence paſſed thereon, 
From this ſentence or judgment and verdict, an appeal was lodged 
with the ſecretary of Congreſs, and referred to the committee appoin- 
ted by Congreſs “ to hear and determine finally upon all appeals 
brought to Congreſs” from the courts of admiralty of the ſeveral ſtates; 

That the ſaid committee, after ſolemn argument and full hearing ol! 
the parties by their advocates, and taking time to confider thereof, | 
proceeded to the publication of their definitive ſentence or decree, 
thereby reverſing the ſentence of the court of admiralty, making x 
new decree, and ordering proceſs. to iſſue out of the court of admiralty 
for the ſtate of Pennſylvania, to carry this their decree into execution; 

Thar the judge of the court of admiralty refuſed to carry into exe- 
ention the decree of the ſaid committee on appeals, and has aſſigned 
as the reaſon of his refuſal, that an act of the legiſlature of the ſaid 
{tate has declared that the finding of a jury ſhall eſtabliſh the facts in 
all trials in the courts of admiralty, without re-examination or appeal, 
and that an appeal.is permitted only from the decree of the judge : 

That having examined the ſaid act, which is entitled, “ an act for 

eſtabliſhing a court of admiralty,” paſſed at a ſeſſion which commenced 
on the 4th of Auguſt, 1778, the committee find the following words, 
viz. the finding of the jury ſhall eſtabliſh the facts, without re-ex- 
amination or appeal,” and in the ſeventh ſection of the ſame act the 
following words, viz. „ in all caſes of captures an appeal from the 
decree of the judge of admiralty of this ſtate, ſhall be allowed to the 
continental Congreſs or ſuch perſon or perſons as they may, from time 
to time appoint, for hearing and trying appeals.” 
That although Congreſs, by their reſolution of Nov. 25th, 1773, 
recommended it to the ſeveral legiſlatures to erect courts ſor the pur- 
poſe of determining concerning captures, and to provide that all trials 
in ſuch caſes be had by a jury, yet it is provided that in all caſes 
an appeal ſhall be allowed to Congreſs or to ſuch perſon or perſons as 
they ſhall appoint for the trial of appeals ;'”” whereupon, 

Resolved, That Congreſs, or ſuch perſon or perſons as they appoint 
to hear and determine appeals from the courts of admiralty have ne- 
ceſſarily the power to examine as well into deciſions on facts as deci- 
fions on the law, and to decree finally thereon, and that no finding of 
a jury in any court of admiralty or court for determining the legality 


aA 
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of captures on the high- ſeas can or ought to deſtroy the right of appeal 
and the re-examination of the fads reſerved to Congreſs : 

That no act of any one ſtate can or ovght to deſtroy the right of 
appeals to Congreſs in the ſenſe above declared: 

That Congreſs is by thele United States inveſted with the ſupreme 
ſovereign power of war and peace: 

That the power of executing the law of nations is eſſential to the 
ſovereign ſupreme power of war and peace : 

The the legality of all captures on the high- ſeas muſt be determined 
by the law of nations : 

That the authority ultimately and finally to decide on all matters 
and queſtions touching the law of nations, does reſide and | 1s velted in 
the ſovereign ſupreme power of war and peace : 

That a controul by appeal is neceſſary, in order to compel a juſt and 
uniform execution of the law of nations: 

That the laid controul muſt extend as well over the deciſions of 
juries as judges in courts for determining the legality of captures on 
the ſea ; otherwiſe the juries would be polſeſſed of the ultimate ſu- 
preme power of executing the law of nations in all caſes of captures, 
and might at any time exerciſe the ſame in ſuch manner as to prevent 
a poſſibility of being controuled; a conſtruction which involves many 
inconveniencies and abſurdities, deſtroys an eſſential part of the power 
of war and peace entruſted to Congreſs, and would diſable the Congreſs 
of the United States from giving ſatisfaQtion to foreign nations com- 
plaining of a violation of neutralities, of treaties or other breaches of 
the law of nations, and would enable a jury in any one ſtate to in- 
volve the United States in hoſtilities; a conſtruction which for theſe 
and many other reaſons is inadmiſſible : 

That this power of controuling by appeal the ſeveral admiralty ju- 
riſdictions of the ſtates, has hitherto been exerciſed by Congreſs by the 
medium of a committee of their own members: 

Resolved, That the committee before whom was dete:mined the ap- 
peal from the court of admiralty for the ſtate of Pennſylvania, in the 
caſe of the floop Active, was duly conſtituted and authorized to deter- 
mine the ſame : 


On paſling this reſolution, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. 
Searle, 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Frost, ay >ay 
Massacbusetts-Bay, Mr. S. Adams, ay 
Mr. Lovell, ay > ay 
Mr. Holten, ay 
Rbode-Island, Mr. Collins, ay >ay 
Connecticut, Mr. Dyer, 2 2 2 
Mr. Root, ay JS 
New-York, Mr. Fay, 25 5 
Mr. Floyd, ay 9 
New- Jersey, Mr. Witherspoon, no * 
Hennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, no 
Mr. Shippen, no 
Mr. Atlee, no >no 
Mr. Searle, no 


Mr. M'Clene, no 
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Maryland, Mr. Plater, ay 
Mr. Carmichael, 5 fo 0 
Mr. Henry, ay | 
Virginia, Mr. T. Adams, 1 4 
Mr. M. Smith, ay F ay 
| Mr. R. H. Lee, ay 
North-Carolina, Mr. Penn, 4. b 
Mr. Hill, ay > ay © 
Mr. Burke, ay 
South-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, ve F 4 
Mr. Drayton, a h 
Georgia, Mr. Langworthy, ay pay b 
So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 
| Resolved, That the ſaid committee had competent juriſdiction to 
1 make thereon a ſinal decree, and therefore their decree ought to be tc 
ö carried into execution. | tl 
On this the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Searle, hi 
| New- Ham/'shire, Mr. Frost, ay Say 
[ Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. S. Adams, ay ©] 
1 Mr. Lovell, 42 P 
| | Mr. Holten, ay 5 
|| Rbode-Island, Mr. Collins, ay pay 
[ Connecticut, Mr. Dyer, 2 
Mr. Noot, ay Y 
| New-York, Mr. Fay, ay 
Mr. Floyd, + 4 D 
New-Fersey, Mr. Witherspoon, ay > * 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, no 
il | Mr. Atlee,-- -- no 
7 Mr. Shippen, no no 
(| Mr. Searle, no 
Mr. M' Clene, no 
Maryland, Mr. Plater, ay 
| Mr. Paca, no 
| | Mr. Carmichael, a 
| | Mr. Henry, ay 
; a Virginia, Mr. T. Adams, ay 
| Mr. M. Smith, ay ay 4 
Mr. R. H. Lee, ay 0 
North-Carolina, Mr. Penn, ay 8 
Mr. Hill, ay >ay ” 
Mr. Burke, ay in 
South-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, ay 1 
Mr. Drayton, Ld: gd I. 
Georgia, Mr. Langworthy, ay >ay ” 
So it was reſolved in the affirmative. to 
Resolved, That the general aſſembly of the ſtate of Pennſylvania be 
requeſted to appoint a committee to confer with a committee of Con- by 
greſs on the ſubject of the proceedings relative to the ſloop Active, de 


and the objections made to the execution of the decree of the com- 
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mittee on appeals, to the end, that proper meaſures may be adopted 
for removing the ſaid obſtacles ; and that a committee of three be ap- 
ointed to hold the ſaid conference with a committee ofthe general 
aſſembly of Pennſylvania : 

The members choſen, Mr. Paca, Mr. Burke and Mr. R. H. Lee. 

The marine-committee, to whom was referred the gratification to 
be allowed to captain Peter Landais, for his ſervices in tranſporting 
military-ſtores to America, report, 

« That in conſideration of the danger captain Landais was expoſed 
to whilſt he was engaged in that ſervice, and the propriety with which 
he executed it, he be allowed the ſum of 12,000 livres, and that a 
bill be drawn on France for that ſum :” | 

Resolved, That Congreſs agree to the ſaid report. 

The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Floyd, Mr. Ellery and Mr. Burke, 
to whom was referred the memorial of Robert Temple, report, that 
they have examined the ſeveral charges in the account exhibited in 
his memorial, and are of opinion, 

« That the locuſt-trees, locuſt nurſery, elm, walnut and oak-trees, 
apple-trees, poſts and rails and ſtones, framed fences, ſheep-houſe, oak 
plank, and the building on his wharf, being taken by the orders of the 
officers of the continental army, and applied to the public uſe, the ſaid 
Robert Temple ought to be paid for the ſame as follows, viz. 


For locuſt-trees, 4800 C. lawful. 
Apple-trees, 140 
Nurſery, 500 


Elm and walnut-trees, &c. 100 
400 rods poſt and rail fence 
400 
and ſtone wall, 
For another 400 rods poſt 


k 100 

and rail fence, : 
Framed fence, 200 
Sheep-houſes 200 
Plank 62 
A building on the wharf, 200 


6702 C. lawful money. 

That the deſtruction of the young fruit-trees, and the injuries done 
to his barns and dwelling-houſe, ſtables, dairy, and offices ought to be 
conſidered as damages occaſioned by the war; and that the ſaid Ro- 
bert Temple in reſpect to the ſaid damages ought to be in the ſame 
ſituation as all other citizens of the United States who have ſuffered 
in the common calamity : | 

That the ſum of C. 2500, lawful money, of the ſtate of Maſ- 


W ſachuſetts-Bay, hath been paid to the ſaid Robert Temple, which, de- 


ducted from C. 6702 like money, to which the articles for which he 
ought to be paid amount, leave a balance of C. 4202 like money, equal 
to 14,0062 dollars ;”” whereupon, 

Resolved, That the late quarter-maſter-general pay to the ſaid Ro- 
bert Temple, theſaid balance of C. 4202, lawful money, equal to 14,0062 
ny _ that on the ſettlement of his public accounts he be al- 
? OL. . 
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lowed the ſame, as well as the £.2500 before paid to the ſaid Robert 
Temple. | 

— > — 
Monpar, March 8, 1779. 

A letter, of the 6th, from the board of war was read; whereupon, 

Resolved, Thar all military commiſſions be filled up at the war- office, 
and atteſted by their ſecretary, and then preſented for ſigning to the 
preſident of Congreſs, who ſhall ſign the ſame : after ſignature by th 
preſident, they ſhall be ſent back to the war- office, and there regiſtere 
verbatim in a book to be kept for that purpoſe : after having been 
examined by the board, the ſea] of the board of war and ordnance, 
which the ſaid board are hereby authorized and direQed to provide, 
ſhall be affixed to the certificates or atteſtations of the entries of al 
ſuch commiſſions. 

Resolved, That all appointments of officers in the continental ſer. 
vice by the reſpective ſtates, be in the firſt inſtance, by warrant certified 
in ſuch manner as they {hall ſeverally direct, to the board of war 
whereupon proper commiſſions ſhall be made out in the manner above. 
mentioned. : 

The board of war, to whom were reſerred the memorials of Meſſrs 
James Elliot and Thomas MeIntire, report, | 

«© That it appears Mr. Elliot received a commiſſion or appointment 
in February laſt from capt. James Willing and Mr. Oliver Pollock, 
continental agent at New-Orleans, to ac as heutenant of engineers; 
and that Mr. M<Intire, being an enſign returned from captivity, but 
having no vacancy in his regiment in which to ſerve, went from York 
town with capt. Willing in the character of his lieutenant, in which 
capacity he acted with much reputation, and acquired conſiderable pro- 

rty for the United States by captures from the enemy: that it ap- 
pears Mr, Elliot behaved irreproachably, and raiſed a number of men 
for the ſervice : that whatever might be the authority of capt. Wil 
ling or Mr. Pollock to make theſe appointments, the gentlemen aQted 
under preſumption that their appointments were valid :'” whereupon, 

Resolved, That Mr, James Elliot, late of New-Orleans, be appoin- 
ted a captain in the army of the United States : 

That he receive the pay of a lieutenant from the 27th day of Fe. 
bruary, 1778, to the time of his preſent appointment : 

That Mr. Thomas MeIntire, in conſideration of his merit and fer: 
vices, be promoted to the rank of captain in the army of the United 
States: | 

That he receive the pay of lieutenant. from the 30th day of De. 
cember, 1777, to the time of his preſent appointment : 

That capt. Elliot and capt. M*Intire be ordered to the weſtern-de- 
partment, to be employed there as the commanding-officer of the de. 
partment ſhall think proper. 

— — 
Tos bar, March 9, 1779. 

The board of treaſury report, 

That conſidering the ſervices and ſufferings of ſuch of the non- com. 
miſſioned officers and ſoldiers of the 3d Pennſylvania regiment, as were 
taken priſoners at N. York in the fall of the year 1776, there be no 


bert 


ere 
> No 
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other ſtoppages than ſuch as are already made for clothing ſupplied 
previous and ſubſequent to their captivity : 

Resolved, That Congreſs agree to the ſaid report. 

The committee on the treaſury, to whom was referred the memorial 
of lieutenant-colonel Eleazer Oſwald and capt. John Brown, in behalf of 
themſelves and 27 other perſons, praying a compenfation for the cap- 
ture of two veſſels on Lake Champlain in May, 1775, with braſs can- 
non, ammunition, ſtores, proviſions, &c. report, 

That in their opinion the memorialiſts have no claim of juſtice to 
the compenſation referred to, but that conſidering the utility of the 
enterprize, and the ſpirit with which it was conducted, a gratuity 
ought to be made to them ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That a warrant iſſue on the treaſurer in favour of lieute- 
nant-colonel E. Oſwald, for 4000 dollars, to be by him diſtributed 
to the officers and ſoldiers concerned in the ſaid enterprize, agreeably 
to the proportions eſtabliſhed in the caſe of captures of veſſels made by 
lieutenant-colonel Brown in the year aforeſaid ; and that lieutenant-co- 
lonel Oſwald be charged with the ſaid ſum, and produce receipts from the 
perſons concerned for payment of their proportions of the ſaid allowance. 

A memorial from Samuel Enſign, a ſoldier in capt. Spaulding's inde- 
pendent company, was read, praying, on account of his peculiar circum- 
ſtances, to be diſcharged from the ſervice : | 

Resolved, That the prayer of the memorial be granted. 


On motion, Resolved, That John Brown, of Maſſachuſetts- Bay, who 


is under ſentence of death, by judgment of a court-martial, and who is 
recommended to Congreſs for mercy, be pardoned. 

A report from the board of war was read ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That col. Francis de Malmedy have leave to join the 
ſouthern-army, there to be employed agreeably to his rank, either in 
the command of a regiment of light-infantry, if light-corps are formed 
out of the battalions, or in ſuch other way as major-general Lincoln 
ſhall deem moſt conducive to the public intereſt. 

Resolved, That two members be elected for the ſtanding-commit- 
tee for hearing and finally determining on appeals brought to Congrels, 
to be added to Mr. Drayton, Mr. Ellery and Mr. Henry, the pre- 
ſent members of the ſaid committee: 

The members choſen, Mr. Root and Mr. Paca. 


Congreſs took into conlideration the report of the committee ap- 


pointed to confer with the commander in chief ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That the infantry of theſe United States for the next 
campaign be compoſed of eighty battalions, viz. 

3 of New- Hampſhire ; 15 of Maſſachuſetts-Bay ; 2 of Rhode-Ifland 
and Providence Plantations ; 8 of Connecticut; 5 of New-York; 3 of 
New-Jerſey ; 11 of Pennſylvania; | of Delaware,; 8 of Maryland; 
11 of Virginia; 6 of North-Carolina; 6 of South-Carolina; 1 of 
Georgia. 5 

That each of the ſaid battalions conſiſt of the number of commiſ- 
ſioned and non: commiſſioned officers and privates eſtabliſhed by an act 
of Congreſs, paſſed on the 27th day of May laſt. WE” 

Whereas Congreſs by an act of Jan. 23d laſt, did, among other things, 
authorize the commander in chief to take the moſt effectual meaſures to 


| 
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enliſt for the continuance of the war new recruits in the United States, 
to complete the battalions to their proper complement ; and for this pur. 
poſe to grant to each new recruit who ſhould enliſt in any of the continen. 
tal battalions during the war, ſuch a bounty as the commander in chief 
ſhould think fit, but not to exceed 200 dollars ; and it being appre. 
hended that the ſaid proviſion will not anſwer the good purpoſes 
thereby intended : 

Resolved, That the above-recited clauſe of the ſaid act of Congreſy 
be repealed ; and that it be earneſtly recommended to the ſeveral ſtates 
to make up and complete their reſpective battalions to their full com. 
plement by drafts, or in any other manner they ſhall think proper ; and 
that they have their quotas of deficiencies ready to take the field, and 


to march to ſuch place as the commander in chief ſhall direct with. | 


out delay : | 

That a bounty of 200 dollars, out of the continental treaſury, ſhall 
be granted to each recruit, who, after the 23d day of Jan. laſt, hath 
enliſted or ſhall enliſt during the war; or in caſe the ſtate ſhall bave 
granted as great or greater bounty, the ſaid 200 dollars for every ſuch 
recruit ſhall be paſſed to the credit of the ſtate reſpectively for whole 
quota he ſhall Le rated. | 

The conmittce on the treaſury report, 

That they have conlidered a petition of Joſeph Philbuck, of the 
24th of July, 1777 ; a letter from the hon. Meſheck Weare, preti- 
dent of the {tate of N. Hampſhire, dated Nov. 6th, 1778, encloling 
aftidavits of Samuel Davis and Ephraim Whitney; a memorial of John 
Hagerman and Matthew Hollenback, of the 10th of Nov. laſt ; a pe- 
tirion of William Gettes, of Jan. 20th; and another from Thomas 
Newark, of 22d of Feb. laſt, relative to their reſpective loſſes of con. 
tinental money by fire and water; and are of opinion, | 5 

That the facts ſet forth in ſeveral of the petitions are not well ſup- 
ported: that it appears to the committee unneceſſary to ſtate the evi- 
dence adduced in ſupport thereof, ſince admitting the facts reſpecting 
ihe deſtruction of the bills, there 1s not evidence to prove them not to 
have been counterfeit : that if this be not required, the public muſt 
ze expoled to the greateſt impoſitions and frauds, particularly from 
perſons employed in making and paſling counterfeit bills, and that for 
bete and mary other reaſons the committee are clearly of opinion the 
prayers of the iid momorials and petitions and letter be not granted: 

Resoived, That Congrets agree to the ſaid report. | 

— 2 
FEDNESDAT, March 10, 1779. 

The committee, conliſting of the delegates of Maſſachuſetts, to 
whom where referred the letters from col. Edward Wiggleſworth, 
% the commander in chief, brought in a report: whereupon, 

Resolved, That colonel Wiggleſworth's refignation be accepted, and 
chat general Waſhington give him ſuch certificate of his paſt ſervices 
as he ſhall have merited, 

— 
_TuvuRspar, March 11, 1779. 

A letter from lieutenant William Ritter, of © !an*l Proctor's regi- 

ment, was read, deſiring leave to reſign his commiſhon : 


bm — 


t. 


egi 
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Resolved, That his reſignation be accepted. 

The board of war brought in a report; whereupon, 

Resolved, That the engineers in the ſervice of the United States 
ſhall be formed into a corps, and ſtiled the“ corps of engineers ;” and 
ſhall take rank and enjoy the ſame rights, honours and privileges with 
the other troops on the continental eſtabliſhment : 

That a commandant of the corps of engineers ſhall be appointed by 
Congreſs, to whom their orders or thoſe of the commander in chief thall 
be addreſſed ; and ſuch commandant ſhall render to the commander in 
chief and to the board of war an account of every matter relative to 
his department : 

That the engineers ſhall rank in their own corps according to the 
dates of their reſpecuve commiſſions : 

That every year, previous to the opening of the campaign, ha com- 
mandant of the corps ſhall propoſe to the commander in chief and to 
the board of war, ſuch a diſpoſition of the engineers as he ſhall judge 
moſt advantageous, according to the knowledge which he is * 
to have of their talents and capacity. | 

Resolved, That the board of war be empowered and directed to form 
ſuch regulations for the corps of engineers and companies of ſappers 
and miners as they judge moſt conducive to the public Nrvice ; and 
that the board report ſuch allowances as they judge adequare and rea- 
{onable to be made to the officers of the corps of engineers for travel- 
ling charges, and when on command at a diſtance from camp or in 
places, where they cannot draw rations. 

| — • O2 — 
Fsipar, March 12, 1779. 

The marine-committee brought in a report; whereupon, 

Resolved, That as there are private perſons who claim an intereſt 
in the armed cutter Revenge, the ſaid veſſel be fold at public auction; 
and that the marine- committee be directed to make ſuch fale and to 
bid as much for her as ſhe has been appraiſed at. 

The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Harvey, Mr. Holten, Mr. Dray- 
ton and Mr. Witherſpoon, to whom was referred the memorial of 
fundry merchants of Philadelphia, reſpecting goods taken from them 
for the public ſervice immediately after the evacuation of the city by 
the enemy, and other papers relative to the ſaid goods, brought in 2 
report; whereupon, 

Nesolved, That the clothier-general be, and hereby is, ordered, if 
there be any of the goods on hand by him taken from the merchants 
of Philadelphia, at the time of the evacuation of the city by the enemy, 
and not fit for the ule of the army, to return ſuch goods to the per- 
ſons from whom they were taken without delay; that for all ſuch 
goods as he has ſold to private perſons, he pay to the perſons, from 
whom they were taken, the ſums for which they were fold: 

With regard to the reſidue. a motion was made, that the memorialiſts 
receive from the quarter-maſter and clothier-general 1200 per cent. 
upon the ſterling colt of the goods ſeized by them for the uſe of the 
army of theſe ſtates; to which an amendment and ſubſtitute was 
moved, as follows : 


That the clothier-general and quarter-maſter-general pay to the me- 
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morialiſts, from whom goods were taken for public uſe, the current 
price of the ſame at the time when the ſaid goods were taken, 
On this the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Burke, 


Whipple, 
S, Adams, 


 New- Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Tsland, 


Connecticut, 
New-York, 
Wew-Fersey, 
Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, 


Virginia, 


Nortb- Carolina, 


Soutb-Carolina, 


Georgia, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. L 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


| Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Gerry, 
Lovell, 
Holten, 
Ellery, 
Dyer, 
Root, 
Jay, 
Duane, 
Floyd, 


ewvis 


Withe rsþ00n, 
Frelingbausen, 


Fell, 


J. Armstrong, 


Searle, 
Clene, 
Plater, 
Paca, 
Henry, 


T. Adams, 
F. L. Lee, 
M. Smith, 
R. H. Lee, 


Gri in, 


Nelson, 


Penn, 
Hill, 
Burke, 


Laurens, 
Drayton, 
Langworthy, 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 


—————— > 
S4TURDAT, March 13, 1779. 
Resolved, That the clothier-general and quarter-maſter-general be 
directed to lay before Congreſs without delay, a full account of the 
ſales and diſtribution of the goods taken from the inhabitants of Phi- 


ay Þay 
ay 

ay 

ay £7 
no 

no So 
ay 5 
ay 


0 
; | 
no 
ay 


ladelphia, when that city was evacuated by the enemy. 


A repreſentation to the committee of the general aſſembly of Penn- 
ſylvania, reſpecting the five companies ordered to be raiſed for the de- 
fence of the weſtern-frontiers, was read ; whereupon, on motion, 

Resolved, That the reſolution of the 25th of Feb. laſt, for raiſing 
ive companies for the defence of the weſtern-frontiers, be re- conſidered. 

A motion was then made, that the reſolution, with the repreſenta- 


tion, be referred to a committee : 


Paſſed in the negative. 


YW 
no 
ay 
ay 2 
a 
ay) 
ay C ay 
no 
ay 
9729 
ey 
n | 
een?! al 
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pea 
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A queſtion of order was then taken, 

Whether a determination to re-conſider a reſolution involves a re- 
peal of the ſaid reſolution. | 

On which the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Morris, 


Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. Gerry, no 
Mr. Lovell, | 2 
| Mr. Holten, no 
Rhode-Tsland, Mr. Collins, no >no 
Connecticut, Mr. Dyer, no 
Mr. Root, 2 me 
New-York, | Mr. Fay, —_ 
Mr. Duane, 1 
Mr. Morris, ay vided. 
Mr. Floyd, no 
New-Fersey, Mr. Vitberspoon, no &“ | 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, no 
Mr. Sbippen, no > no 
Mr. M<Clene, 9 
Maryland, Mr. Plater, no | 
Mr. Paca, no 
Mr. Carmichael, ay we | 
Mr. Henry, no 
Virginia, Mr. T. Adams, az 
Me. F. L. Lee, 10 
Mr. Smith, no >ay 
Mr. Griffin, ay 
Mr. Nelson, ay 
Nortb-Carolina, Mr. Penn, ay 
Mr. Hill, 42 
| Mr. Burke, no 
Sout - Carolina, Mr. Laurens, 


"3 
Mr, Drayton, =p divided. 


So it paſſed in the negative. 

A motion was made, to repeal the reſolution for raiſing the five 
ranging companies; whereupon, a queſtion of order was taken, 

Whether, if the queſtion on the motion for repealing pals in the ne. 
gative, the reſolution under re- conſideration will then be open to amend- 
ment. 

On which the yeas and nays being required by Mr. G. Morris, 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Whipple, oy >ay 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. Gerry, no} . 
Mr. Love l, ay > ay i 
Mr. Molten, 0 4 
Rhode - Island, Mr. Collins, ay > . 
| Mr. Ellery, 25 nee, 1 
Connecticut, Mr. Dyer, wy no 
| Mr. Root, no 1 
New-York, Mr. Fay, | 25 ly 
| Mr. Duane, art; 1 
Mr. G. Morris, no (Y | 

Mr. Floyd, ay 
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Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, 4 
| Mr. Shippen, ay g ay 

Mr. M*Clene, ay 

Maryland, Mr. Plater, ay 
Mr. Paca, a b 
Mr. Carmichael, ay {& 
Mr. Henry, ay 

Virginia, Mr. T. Adams, no 
Mr. F. L. Lee, ay Uno 
Mr. M. Smith, no 
Mr. Nelson, no 

North-Caroline, Mr. Penn, no 
Mr. Hill, no n 
Mr, Burke, ay 

South-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, we 4 
Mr. Drayton, ay of 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 

The queſtion pat for repealing : 

Paſſed in the negative. 

— > — 
Monpar, March 15, 1779. 

Resolved, That whenever any motion or reſolution ſhall be entered | 
upon the journals of Congreſs, the names of the perſons moving and 
fecondiny the fame ſhall alſo be entered thereon. 

The board of war brought in a. report, which was taken into conh- 
deration; whereupon, 

Resolved, That all officers, non-commiſhoned officers and ſoldiers, 
now belonging to the corps of light-dragoons, and artillery and infan- 
try, and the corps of artillery artificers, commiſſioned and enliſted ſince 
the 16th of Sept. 1776, for three years, or during the war, or which 
ſhall hereafter be ſo commiſſioned and enliſted, not being part of the 
88 battalions originally apportioned on the ſtates, be conſidered as 
parts of the quotas of the ſeveral ſtates to which they did or ſhall reſ- 
pectively belong when ſo commiſſioned or enliſted. And that where it 
has happened or ſhall happen, that any non-commiſſioned officers or 
ſoldiers of thoſe corps ſhall not have gained a ſettlement in any part 
of the United States, they ſhall be conſidered as belonging to the ſtate 
in which they were or ſhall be enliſted, and credited accordingly as 
part of the quota of ſuch ſtate. 

That for the purpoſe of aſcertaining the ſtates to which the officers 
and ſoldiers now in the corps aforeſaid ſhall be deemed to belong, the 
commander in chief he directed to cauſe returns to be made to him 
without delay, of the names of all the officers, non-commiſſioned off 
cers and ſoldiers in the ſaid corps, and the ftates, counties and towns 
to which they belonged, or in which they were enliſted as aforeſaid; 
which returns ſhall be tranſmitted to the board of war, who ſhall ſend 
to the reſpective ſtates liſts of the names and ranks of all officers and 
foldiers to be credited to them as aforeſaid. The like returns to be made 
afterwards, once every three months, of all officers, non-commiſſioned 
officers and ſoldiers, who ſhall have entered into theſe corps after mak- 
ing the firſt ſaid returns. | 
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TuESDAY, March 16, 1779. 
The committee appointed to confer with the commander in chief, 
brought in a report, which was taken into conſideration ; and thereup- 
on, Congreſs came to the following reſolutions : 

Whereas diſcontent, loſs of diſcipline, and diminution of the ſtrength 

of the line, have ariſen by employing the continental troops as wag- 
goners; and it will be of public advantage to enliſt proper perſons for 
that ſervice during the war: 
Resolved therefore, That the commander in chief be authorized and 
directed, to take proper meaſures for cauſing to be enliſted ſuch a num- 
ber of waggoners as he ſhall judge neceſſary for the ſervice, to conti- 
nue therein to the end of the war : that each waggoner voluntarily en- 
gaging for that period, ſhall be entitled, in addition to the preſent 
monthly pay, clothing and ſubſiſtence allowed to waggoners, to the 
ſame bounties in all reſpects, as are granted to volunteers who ſhall 
enliſt in the continental battalions for the term of the war : that the 
quarter-maſter-general ſhall eſtablifh ſuch regulations for the conduct 
of the ſaid corps of waggoners as ſhall be judged expedient, and ap- 
proved of by the commander in chief; in which care ſhall be taken 
that regular returns be made to the * of war of the number of 
waggoners ordered to be raiſed, as well as of thoſe who ſhall actually 
engage in the ſervice : that the ſame form, as near as may be, ſhall be 
purſued in muſtering and paying the ſaid corps of waggoners as is prac- 
tiſed with reſpeCt to the troops of the line: that the quarter-maſter- 
general be authorized to appoint a pay-maſter and muſter-maſter for 
the ſaid corps of waggoners, and tranſmit their names and the regula- 
tions hereby authorized to be made to the board of war, to be reſpec- 
tively regiſtered, 

Resolved, That all warrant-officers on the civil-ſtaff of the army, 
be put on the ſame footing with commiſſioned officers, in reſpect to 
arrelts, trials and puniſhments. 

Whereas the iſſuing-commiſſaries of proviſions are by their appoint- 
ments attached to particular departments, which from a change of cir- 
cumſtances and the poſition of the army is become inconvenient : 

Resolved therefore, That all iſſuing-commiſſaries ſhall for the fu- 
ture, attend and perform the duties of their office, at ſuch places and 
and with ſuch detachments of the army as ſhall be directed by the 
commander in chief or commiſſary-general of iſſues, 
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WEDNESDAY, March 17, 1779, 


On motion by Mr. S. Adams, ſeconded by Mr. Duane, 

Resolved, That a bill be drawn in favour of captain Landais, on 
the miniſter plenipotentiary of the United States of America at the 
court of France, and that the bill be drawn at 90 days light. 


— Ä — 
THURSDAY, March 18, 1779. | 
A letter, of the 5th, from major-general Schuyler, was read, defir- 
ing a compliance with his requeſt for leave to reſign, and alſo giving 
information that a part of the Onondagas have ſeparated from the ene- 
mies and joined the Oneidas, &c. | 
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A motion was made by Mr. Gerry, and ſeconded by Mr. Dyer, that 


the reſignation of general Schuyler be accepted. 


To which an amendment was moved by Mr. Burke, and ſeconde( 


by Mr. Gerry, 


That the preſident be directed to inform general Schuyler that Con. 
greſs are very deſirous of retaining him in the ſervice, eſpecially in the 
preſent ſituation of affairs ; but if the ſtate of his health is ſuch as that 
he judges it abſolutely neceſſary to retire, Congreſs, though reluctant. 
ly, will acquieſce and admit his reſignation. 

On the queſtion that this be received as a Jubſtitute, the yeas and 
nays being required by Mr. Lovell, 


New- Hampsbire, Mr. Whipple, nod „ 
Mr. Frost, we 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. Gerry, ay 
| Mr. Lovell, no I no 
Mr. Holten, 9 
Rhode-1sland, Mr. Ellery, no 
Mr. Collins, wt 12 
Connecticut, Mr. Dyer, n 
Mr. Root, | 2 wy 
New-York, Mr. Jay, ry 
Mr. Duane, nol. 
Mr. Floyd, no 298 
Mr. Lewis, no } 
Neu- Jersey, Mr. Withersþoon, ay 
Mr. Frelingbausen, no \ no 
Mr, Fell, no 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, ay 
Mr. Searle, ay > @3 
Mr. McClene, 9 
Maryland, Mr. Nater, no 
| Mr. Carmichael, no no 
Mr. Henry, no 
Firginia, Mr. T. Adams, 2 
| Mr. M. Smith, no 
Mr. N. H. Lee, 2 j 
Mr. Nelson, no 
North-Carolina, Mr. Penn, no 
Mr. Hill, no > no 
Mr. Burke, ay 
South-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, no 
Mr. Drayton, "my ET 
Georgia, Mr. Langworthy, no Þno 


So it paſſed in the negative. 

Another amendment was moved by Mr. Smith, and ſeconded by 
Mr. Langworthy, 

That the preſident be directed to acquaint major-general Schuyler, 
that the ſituation of the army renders it inconvenient to accept hit 
re ſignation, and therefore Congreſs cannot comply with his requeſt. 

On the queſtion that this be received as a ſubſtitute, the yeas and 
nays being required by Mr. Lovell, 


hat 
ded 
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New- Hampshire, 


Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Tsland, 
Connecticut, 
New-York, 
New. Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


North-Carolina, 


South-Carolina, 


Georgia, 
So it was accepted. 


Mr. Whipple, no 


r. Frost, ＋ 5 
Mr. Gerry, no 
Mr. Lovell, 59 
Mr. Holten, no 
Mr. Ellery, no 
Mr. Collins, 2 _ 
Mr. Dyer, no 
Mr. Root, 2 oe 
Mr. Fay, — 7 
Mr. Duane, ay 
Mr. Floyd, ay VS 
Mr. Lewis, ay 
Mr. Withersþoon, no 
Mr. Frelinghausen, » ay 
Mr. Fell, ay 
Mr. Armstrong, no 
Mr. Searle, no n 
Mr. McClene, no 
Mr. Plater, ay 
Mr. Carmichael, ay p ay 
Mr. Henry, ay 
Mr. T. Adams, ay 
Mr. Smith, a 
Mr. R. H. Lee, Al 9 
Mr. Nelson, ay 
Mr. Penn, 47 
Mr. Hill, ay F ay 
Mr. Burke, no 
Mr. Laurens, n0# „ 
Mr. Drayton, x e 
Mr. Langworthy, ay >ay 


Upon the queſtion to agree to the amendment as a reſolution, 
The yeas and nays being required by M. Dyer, 


New-Hampshire, 


| Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-lIsland, 
Connecticut, 


New-York, 


| New-Fersey, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Whipple, no 
Frost, wt he 
Gerry, no 
Holten, no > no 
Lovell, no 
Ellery, no 
Collins, wy 8 
Dyer, no 
Root, | "I we 


Jay, ay 

Duane, 3 
Floyd, 2 
Lewis, 


Mr. Frelinghausen, 2 


Mr. Vitberspoon, 
* 


Mr. Fell, 
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Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, | 
Mr. Searle, no no 
| Mr. M*Clene, no 
Maryland, Mr. Plater, 4 
Mr. Carmichael, ay þ ay 
| Mr. Henry, ay 
Virginia, Mr. T. Adams, ay 


Mr. M. Smith, WA. 
Mr. R. H. Lee, ay 


Mr. Nelson, ay 
North-Carolina, Mr. Penn, ay) 
Mr. Hill, ay ay 
Mr. Burke, no 
South -Carolina, Mr. Laurens, — Aivided. 
. Mr. Drayton, ay 
Georgia, Mr. Langworthy, ay pay 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 

Fripar, March 19, 1779. 

Whereas capt. Green was made priſoner at the Cedars in Canada, 
in 1776, and remained a hoſtage for the capitulation entered into by 
general Arnold, and was afterwards permitted to return to theſe ſtates 
on parole : | 

Resolved, That the commander in chief be directed to take ſuch 
. meaſures as ſhall appear to him to be proper for the exchange or re- 
leaſe of the {aid capt. Green, in the cartel which he is authorized to 
ſettle with the commander in chief of his Britannick majeſty's forces; 
and that a copy of the paragraph of gen. Schuyler's letter of Jan. 12th, 
reſpecting capt. Green, be tranſmitted to the commander in chief, 

—— > — 
| S4TURDATY, March 20, 1779. 

A petition from Rufus Lawrence, a ſoldier in captain Spaulding's 
independent company, was read, praying for ſundry reaſons therein ſet 
forth to be diſcharged : | 

Ordered, That the prayer of the petition be granted. 

A. report from the board of treaſury was read ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That the clerks of the treaſury, marine-committee, 
board of war and ſecretary's- office, be allowed each fix dollars per day. 

The committee, conſiſting of Mr. G. Morris, Mr. Drayton and Mr. 
Paca, appointed to prepare a recommendation to the ſeveral ſtates to 
ſet apart a-day of faſting and prayer, brought in a draught, which was 
taken into conſideration, and agreed to as follows: 

Whereas, in juſt punilhment of our manifold tranſgreſſions, it hath 
pleaſed the ſupreme diſpoſer of all events to viſit theſe United States 
with a calamitous war, through which his divine providence hath 
hitherto in a wonderful manner conducted us, fo that we might ac- 
knowledge that the race is not to the ſwift, nor the battle to the ſtrong; 
and whereas, notwithſtanding the chaſtiſements received and benefits 
beſtowed, too few have been ſufficiently awakened to a ſenſe ot 
their guilt, or warmed with gratitude, or taught to amend their lives 
and turn from their fins, that ſo he might turn from his wrath ; and 
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whereas, from a conſciouſneſs of what we have merited at his hands, 
and an apprehenſion that the malevolence of our diſappointed enemies, 
like the incredulity of Pharaoh, may be uſed as the ſcourge of omnipo- 
tence to vindicate his flighted majeſty, there is reaſon to fear that he 
may permit much of our land to become the prey of the ſpoiler, our 
borders to be ravaged, and our habitations deltroyed : 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the ſeveral ſtates to appoint 
the firſt Thurſday in May next, to be a day of faſting, humiliation 
and prayer to Almighty God, that he will be pleaſed to avert thoſe im- 
pending calamities which we have but too well deſerved: that he will 
grant us his grace to repent of our fine, and amend our lives according 
to his holy word: that he will continue that wonderful protection 
which hath led us through the paths of danger and diſtreſs : that he 
will be a huſband to the widow and a father to the fatherleſs children, 
who weep over the barbarities of a ſavage enemy : that he will grant 
us patience in ſuffering, and fortitude in adverlity : that he will in- 
ſpire us with humility, moderation, and gratitude in proſperous circum- 
ſtances : that he will give wiſdom to our councils, firmneſs to our re- 
ſolutions, and victory to our arms: that he will bleſs the labours of the 
huſbandman, and pour forth abundance, ſo that we may enjoy the 
fruits of the earth in due ſeaſon: that he will cauſe union, harmony, 
and mutual confidence to prevail throughout theſe ſtates : that he will 
beſtow on our great ally all thoſe bleſſings which may enable him to 
be glorioutly inſtrumental in protecting the rights of mankind, and pro- 
moting the happineſs of his ſubjects: that he will bountifully continue 
his paternal care to the commander in chief, and the officers and ſol- 
diers of the United States : that he will grant the bleſlings of peace 
to all contending nations, freedom to thoſe who are in bondage, and 
comfort to the afflicted: that he will diffuſe uſeful knowledge, extend 
the influence of true religion, and give us that peace of mind which 
the world cannot give: that he will be our ſhield in the day of battle, 
our comforter in the hour of death, and our kind parent and merciful 
judge through time and through eternity. 

Done in Congreſs, this 20th day of March, in the year of our 
Lord one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy- nine, and in the 
third year of our independence. 

|  Jonnx Jay, President. 
Atteſt: CHARLES THoMsON, Secretary. 


On a report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Plater, Mr. Dyer and 
Mr. Nelſon, to whom was referred an application from the general 
aſſembly of Pennſylvania : | : 

Resolved, That a ſum not exceeding 2,000,000 of dollars be gran- 
ted on loan to the ſtate of Pennſylvania, at fix per cent. per annum, 
agreeable to the requeſt of the ſaid ſtate; and that the board of trea- 
ſury prepare and report a proper reſolution on the ſubject. 
Congrels proceeded to the election of a ſecretary and pay-maſter to 
the navy-board in the middle-diſtrict ; and, the ballots being taken, 
Mr. Joſeph Pennel was elected. 

——— L — 

Movbar, March 22, 1779. 
Resolved, That the commiſſioners of claims be dire ged to adjuſt the 
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accounts of capt. William Peery, and make him a reaſonable alloy. 
ance for his expenſes in applying, from time to time, to Congreſs, 
for money to pay the officers and ſoldiers of his independent company, 

The committee on the treaſury, to whom was referred a memorial 
of Jeſſe Brown, reſpeCting his account as paſſed by the commiſſioners, 
report, that the balance of 4740 dollars, reported by the commiſſioners 
to be due to Jeſſe Brown, for riding expreſs between November 16th, 
1777, and March the 3d, 1779, incluſive, be paid. 

Whereupon it was moved by Mr. Root, and ſeconded by Mr, Dy. 
er, to ſtrike out the ſum of 4740, and inſert 5171, 

On which the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Jay, 


New-Hampsbire, Mr. Whipple, = divided 
Mr. Frost, ay 1 
Aassachusetts-Bay, Mr. Holten, no > * 
Rhode-Tsland, Mr. Collins, no >no 
Connecticut, Mr. Dyer, 4 1 
Mr. Noot, ay 9 
New-York, Mr. Jay, no 
Mr. Morris, no 
Mr. Floyd, no [® 
Mr. Lewis, no 
New-FJerse Mr. Frelinghausen, a 8 
ahh Mr. Pell, 4 . ee. 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, no 
| Mr. Mublenberę, ge 
Mr. M*Clene, no 
Maryland, Mr. Plater, Jt 
Mr. Paca, no 
Mr. Garmichael, no ““ 
Mr. Menry, no | 
Virginia, Mr. T. Adams, no 
Mr. F. L. Lee, ay 
Mr. Smitb, no >no 
Mr. R. H. Lee, no 
Mr. Nelson, no 
Nortb-Carolina, Mr. Penn, no 
Mr. Fill, no > no 
| Mr. Burke, no 
South-Carolina, Mr. Drayton, no no 
Georgia, Mr. Langworthy, ay gay 


So it paſſed in the negative. 


On the queſtion, 
Ordered, That the 


ſioners to be due to 


ſum of 4740 dollars, reported by the commiſ- 
eſſe Brown for riding expreſs between Novem- 


ber 16th, 1777, and March 3d, 1779, incluſive, to be paid. 


—  — Cc —— 


TuEsDbar, March 23, 1779. 
Mr. N. Vandyke, a delegate from the ſtate of Delaware, attended, 
and took his ſeat in Congreſs. 
Congreſs took into conſideration a report of the committee appoin- 
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ted to confer with the commander in chief; and, thereupon, paſſed the 
following 


Ordnance for regulating the clothing-department for the armies 

of the United States. | 

There ſhall be a clothier-general, a ſub or ſtate-clothicr for each 
ſtate, and a regimental-clothier, 

The clothier-general is to be ſubject to the orders of the board of 
war and commander in chief. He is to furniſh eſtimates of the ſup- 
plies wanted for the army; to apply to the commander in chief and 
board of war for aſſiſtance therein; to make returns of ſuch eſtimates 
to them reſpectively ; to receive all ſupplies imported from abroad, and 

urchaled in the country by continental agents; to fuperintend the 
diſtribution thereof to the ſtate-clothiers ; to ſettle accounts with them 
at leaſt every ſix months; to keep regular accounts of all the clothing 
he ſhall receive, as well as of the diſtribution thereof among the ſtate— 
clothiers ; and to tranſmit his accounts twice in every year to the 
board of treaſury, and ſettle them in the chambers of accounts when 
required; and generally to take care, on the one hand, that juſtice is 
done to the public on the other, that the army receive whatever ſhall 
be allowed to them in a regular, direct and ſcaſonable manner; and 
at the ſame time ſo to act between the continent and each particular 
ſtate, that equal and impartial juſtice may be done on all ſides. 

The Sub or State-Clothier. 

A ſub or ſtate-clothier is to be appointed by each ſtate reſpectively, 
to reſide with or near the army, or ſuch detachment thereof in which 
the troops of the ſaid ſtate may be, as the commander in chief ſhall 
direct, the better to know and ſupply their wants. The ſtate apoin- 
ting him is to be anſwerable for his conduct. In caſe of negle& or 
miſbehaviour, he is to be diſplaced by the commander in chief, and 
his ſucceſſor to be appointed by the ſtate to which he belonged. He 
is to receive from the clothier-general the proportion of clothing aſ- 
ſigned for the troops of his ſtate, out of the public clothing imported 
or purchaſed by continental agents ; and from the ſtate for which he 
is appointed, all the clothing which may at continental expenſe be 
purchaſed in ſuch ſtate ; of the latter, their quality and price, he ſhall 
tranſmit exact accounts to the clothier-general, and, when required, 
ſubmit the ſeveral articles to the inſpector of the clothier-general, or 
any perſon for that purpoſe deputed by him; he is to iſſue all clothing 
ſupplied as aforeſaid to the regimental-clothiers, on returns ſigned by 
the commanding-officers of regiments. He is to keep exact returns 
with each regiment, inſpect thoſe of the regimental-clothiers, ſee that 
the articles delivered them are duly iſſued to the troops ; and that all 
the clothing procured at continental expenſe, above the allowance 
made by Congreſs, drawn by non-commiſhoned officers and privates is 
Charged to them and credited to the pay-roll ; and that the commil- 
ſioned- officers receive what is credited to them and no more. He is 
to keep exact accounts with the clothier- general in behalf of the pub- 
lic, charging the United States only with what is allowed to the officers 
and men. Whenever the troops of any ſtate ſhall have received their pro- 
portion of clothing from the continental ſtores, the ſupplies purchaſed 
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at continental expenſe by the Rate to which they belong, or from both, 
and there ſhall remain a ſurplus which may be wanted for other troops 
not fully ſupplied, the ſub-clothicr poſſeſſed thereof is to deliver over 
the ſurplus to ſuch other ſtate-clothier as the clothicr-general ſhall di. 
rect, taking duplicate invoices and receipts from the ſtate-clothier to 
whom they ſhall be transferred, one ſet of which he is to depoſit with 
the clothier-general, and the other to retain as his own voucher : the 
clothier-general on his part making proper entries in his accounts, to 
do juſtice to all concerned, | 

When from a deficiency in the public-ſtores, the troops of any ſtate 
ſhall not have received their allowance of clothing, the ſtate-clothier 
is without delay to repreſent their wants, particularly enumerated in 
a return for that purpoſe, to the executive authority of the ſtate to 
which he belongs, requeſting a ſpeedy and adequate ſupply. 

And in caſe a ſtate at its own expenſe, ſhall give and depoſit with 
him any clothing, for the more comfortable ſubſiſtence of its quota of 
troops, in addition to the allowance made by Congreſs, he is ſtrictly 
to purſue the directions of ſuch ſtate, as well with reſpect to the dif. 
tribution, as the vouchers for the delivery, and the manner and time 
of ſettling his accounts: tranſmitting once in ever ſix months a copy 
of ſuch accounts to the clothier-general, and as often, and whenever 
required, to the ſtate to which he belongs. | 

The Regimental-Clotbier. 

The office of regimental-clothier ſhall always be executed by the 
regimental-pay-maſter. He is to be furniſhed by captains or officers 
commanding companies with returns, ſpecifying the men's names, and 
the particular wants of each; theſe he is to digeſt into a regimental 
return; which, being ſigned by the officer commanding the regiment, 
and counter-ſigned by himſelf, with a receipt upon it of the ſupplies 
delivered to the regiment, is to be lodged with the ſtate-clothier, and 
become to him a voucher for the delivery in his ſettlement with the 
clothier-general. He is to keep an account with each officer and ſol. 
dier for every article delivered, taking a receipt from them, as his 
voucher for the delivery: he is to credit them for the continental al- 
lowance, and to charge them for every thing they receive, making 
ſtoppages in the monthly pay-rolls for whatever they may fall in debt 
to the public beyond the allowance. And to prevent in future unequal 
diſtribution of clothing, either to the otficers or ſoldiers, and the con- 
fuſion and complaints which have heretofore been occaſioned by irregu- 
lar applications from commanding-officers of regiments to public azents 


in different poſts, it is hereby {trictly enjoined on thoſe agents, the clo- 


thier-general, and the ſub or ſtate-clothiers to iſſue no clothing on any 
pretence whatſoever, but in the manner before preſcribed : nor ſhall 
any article be credited to either of them on ſettlement of their accounts, 
which is not to be iſſued and vouched. 

And whereas diſcretionary changes of the uniforms of reciments 
have proved inconvenient and expenſive: the commander in chief is 
therefore hereby authorized and direQed, according to the circumſtan— 
ces of ſupplies of clothing, to fix and preſcribe the uniform, as well 
with regard to the colour and facings, as the cut or faſhion of the 


clothes to be worn by the troops of the reſpe ctive ſtates and regiments, 
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which ſhall, as far as poſſible, be complied with by all purchaſing agents 
employed by Congreſs, as well as particular ſtates, by the clothier-ge- 
neral, ſub or ſtate-clothiers and regimental-clothiers, and all officers and 
ſoldiers in the armies of the United States. And where materials can 
be purchaſed inſtead of ready-made clothes, it ſhall always be preferred, 
in order that they may be made up by the taylors of the ſeveral regi- 
ments, to ſave expenſe and prevent the diſadvantages which the ſol- 
diers frequently ſuffer from their unfitneſs ; and inſtead of breeches, 
woollen overalls for the winter, and linen for the ſummer, are to be ſab- 
ſtituted. 

That the board of war prepare and tranſmit inſtructions and forms, 
according to which the ſeveral clothiers, are to conduct the buſineſs 
and ſettle their accounts; and that the board of war report to Con- 
greſs the proper ſalaries or allowances to be made to the ſeveral clo- 
thiers for their ſervices. | 

A letter, of the 23d, from M. Clarkſon, was read, repreſenting, that 
as gen. Arnold has reſigned his command in this city, his ſervice is no 
longer required as one of his aids; and as he is deſirous of ſerving his 
country in the army to the ſouthward, which he propoſes joining as a 
volunteer, therefore ſoliciting Congreſs that they would free him from 
the injunctions laid on him by their order of the Iſt of February laſt ; 

Whereupon a motion was made by Mr. Searle, and ſeconded by Mr. 
Langworthy, that the requeſt of major Clarkſon in the ſaid letter be 
complied with. | | | 

After ſome debate thereon, a motion was made by Mr. Laurens, 
and ſeconded by Mr. S. Adams, that the further conſideration of the 
= motion be poſtponed ; and the yeas and nays being required by Mr. 

orriss....--.. | 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Whipple, ay cy 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. S. Adams, ay 
Mr. Gerry, ay 
Mr. Lovell, no fv 
| Mr. Holten, ay 
Rhade-Island, Mr. Ellery, no no 
Connecticut, Mr. Dyer, ay 
Mr. Root, of * 
New-York, Mr. Jay, ay 
Mr. Duane, 2 
Mr. GE. Morris, no 
Neu- Jersey, Mr. Fell, ay > * 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, no) © 
Mr. Shippen, ” 
Mr. Mublenberg, ay a 


Mr. M*«Clene, | ay } 


Delaware, Mr. Vandyke, ay Say 
Maryland, Mr. Plater, no 
Mr. Paca, Al 3 
Mr. Carmicbael, ay f aivided. 
Mr. Henry, ay 


Vol. V. M 
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Virginia, 


North-Carolina, 


South-Carolina, 


Georgia, 


Nero-Hatpshire, 
Meassachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Tsland, 


Connecticut, 


New-York, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


New-TJersey, 


Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


Nortꝭ- Carolina, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


T. Adams, ay 
F. Es Lee, no 
M. Smith, no 


RH Lee, ay fl” 
Griffin, no 

Nelson, no 

Penn, no 

Hill, no no 
Burke, no 
Laurens, 4 
Drayton, vt divided. 


| Langworthy, no Pno 
So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 

A motion was made by Mr. Morris, and ſeconded by Mr. Dray- 
ton, that major Clarkſon attend at the bar of the houſe to-morrow at 
twelve o'clock; and that he be reprimanded from the chair, for the 
indecent language contained in his letter of the 27th of Jan. laſt, to 
the preſident and council of Pennſylvania, _ 

On which the yeas and nays being required by Mr, Jay, 


Whipple, ay >a 
S. Adams, ay 855 
Gerry, ay 
Lovell, ay fY. 
Holten, ay 
Ellery, no Sno 
Dyer, oy 
Root, ay 
Jay, 1⁰ 
Duane, ay 

G. Morris, ay P 
Lewis, ay 
Frelinghausen, a 

Fell, : 1 2 


Armstrong, 4 


Shippen, ay 
Mublenberg, ay oY 
AT*Clene, ay 


Vandyke, ay Say | 
Plater, ay 
« Carmichael, An” 


Henry, ay 
T. Adams, ay 
F. L. Lee, no 
M. Smitb, ay 


R. H, Lee, no divided. 


Grin, 


no 
Mr. Nelson, ay 
Mr. Penn, ay 
Mr. Hill, no U no 
Mr. Burke, no 


d 
1 
1 
9 
T 
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South-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, ay 
| Mr. Drayton, ay V 


Georgia, Mr. Langworthy, no >no 
Go it was reſolved in the affirmative. 
— GM 


Wrennesbar, March 24, 1779, 
The board of war, to whom was referred the letter of the 5th, from 
major-general Schuyler, brought in a report ; whereupon, 
Resolved, That the commiſſioners for Indian affairs in the northern- 
department, be empowered to order ſupplies of proviſions to our faith— 
fu] friends the Oneidas and other friendly Indians, as their neceſſities 


ſhall in the opinion of the faid commiſſioners, from time to time, re- 


quire ; and the commiſſaries of proviſions in that department, are hereby 
required to obey the orders of the ſaid commiſſioners for that purpoſe. 

Major M. Clarkſon attending, was called in, and according to or- 
der being reprimanded from the chair, withdrew. | 

On motion by Mr. Drayton, ſeconded by Mr. Laurens, | 

Resolved, That major Clarkſon be permitted to join the ſouthern- 
army, agreeably to his requeſt, 

——— CC MD 

| Frinar, March 26, 1779, | 

A letter, of the 25th, ſigned Joſeph Reed, preſident, in behalf of 
council John Harris, chairman of committee of aſſembly, was read; 
encloſing extracts from the minutes of the general aſſembly and council 
of Pennſylvania, deſiring © a free conference with a committee of Con- 
greſs upon divers tranſactions of that honorable body, which may have 
a tendency to interrupt the harmony and confidence ſo neceſſary for 
the common intereſt of this and the United States 3” and appointing 
committees of their reſpective bodies to hold ſuch conference, 

On motion by Mr. G. Morris, ſeconded by Mr. Smith, that the 
{ame be referred to a committee. 


The yeas and nays being required by Mr. Searle, 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Whipple, ng 
Mr. Frost, os 125 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. S. Adams, no 
| Mr. Lovell, ar 
Mr. Holten, no 
Rhode-Tsland Mr. Ellery, -- | no b 
Mr. Collins, mT divided. 
Connecticut, Mr. Dyer, No 
| | Mr. Root, nd my 
New-York, Mr. Jay, <<. ap 
Mr. Duane, no 
Mr. Morris, ay ay 
Mr. Flo; a, ay 
Mr. Lewis, no 
New-Tersey, Mr. Feil, ay * 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, no 
Mr. Shippen, no 
Mr. Searle, no >ng 


Mr. Mublenberg, no 
Mr. 7 Clene, no_ 
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Delaware, Mr. Vandyke, no no 
Maryland, Mr. Plater, ay 

Mr. Paca, ay 

Mr. Carmichael, ay oV 

Mr. Henry, no 
Virginia, Mr. T. Adams, ay 

Mr. F. L. Lee, no 

Mr. Smitb, ay 

Mr. R. H. Lee, no 

Mr. Griſin, ay 

Mr. Nelson, ay 
North-Carolina, Mr. Penn, ay 

Mr. Hill, ay > ay 

Mr. Burke, ay 
South-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, nol ,: 5 

Mr. Drayton, ay & Avided. 
Georgia, Mr. Langworthy, ay gay 


So the ſtates were equally divided. 

A motion was made by Mr. Morris, and ſeconded by Mr. Drayton, 
in the following words : | 

« Whereas it appears from an extract of the minutes of the general 
_ aſſembly of Pennſylvania of the 25th inſt. encloſed in the letter read 
this morning, that | | 

The honorable the ſpeaker, agreeable to the direction of the houſe 
laſt evening, made the following report of the conference with the ſu- 
preme executive council: that the preſident on the part of the c-un- 
cil, had repreſented that the harmony and confidence ſo neceſſary for 
the common intereſt of this and the United States, was in a great dan- 
ger of being interrupted by ſome late tranſactions of the honorable 
the continental Congreſs, reſpeQting the executive authority of the ſtate: 
that ſeveral inſtances were enumerated, ſhewing that reaſonable com- 
plaints made to Congreſs on former and late occaſions had been either 
wholly negle cted, or fo treated that it would have been more honorable 
and advantageous to the ſtate, to have ſubmitted ſilently to the injuries 
complained of, while other ſtates on complaints of a ſimilar nature, have 
received ſpeedy and ample ſatisfaction: that it was neceſſary that the 
true intereſts of the ſtate of Pennſylvania, its importance and ſervices 
in the common cauſe, ſhould be better known and underſtood by that 
honorable body than they hitherto ſeem to have been : as a happy means 
of removing all diſcontents, and promoting a perfect reſtoration of that 
union and harwony fo eſſential to the intereſts and happineſs of all, 
that it was propoſed as an advance to thoſe deſirable objects, to requeſt 
the honorable the Congreſs to appoint a committee to meet a joint 
committee of the council and this houſe, in a free conference on the 
ſubject-matter of the ſaid repreſentation.” | | 

And whereas it appears by the ſaid extract, that “ the houſe taking 
the ſaid report into conſideration, reſolved, that the houſe do approve 
of the ſaid propoſal contained in the above report, as highly neceſſary 
and proper to effect the defirable purpoſes above-mentioned, at leaſt to 
3 their moſt earneſt wiſhes to avoid every ground of contro- 
verily.” | 
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Resolved, That although Congreſs by no means admit the juſtneſs 
of the repreſentation made againſt them by the ſaid preſident, yet from 
an earneſt defire to remove from the minds of the ſaid aſſembly all 
ground of diſcontent, a committee be appointed to confer with the 


joint committees of the ſaid aſſembly and council; and that the ſaid 


committee be directed to report the matters and things which may be 
adduced in ſupport of the ſaid repreſentation, 

A motion was made by Mr, Smith, and ſeconded by Mr. Penn, to 
ſtrike out the words, “ with the joint committees of the ſaid aſſembly 
and council ;” and inſert the words, „with the committee of the ſaid 
aſſembly.” 

On which the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Jay, 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Whipple, ot 5 
Mr. Frost, no 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. S. Adams, n 
r. Lovell, | a” 
Mr. Holten, no 
Rhode-Tsland, Mr. Ellery, 25 
Mr. Collins, ay 7 
Connecticut, Mr. Dyer, — 5 
. Mr. Root, no 
New-York, Mr. Fay, ay 
Mr. Duane, no 
Mr. Morris, ay pay 
Mr. Floyd, ay | 
| Mr. Lewis, no 
New-Fersey; Mr. Fell, no > * 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, no 
Mr. Shippen, no 
Mr. Mublenberg, . 
Mr. Searle, no 
Mr. M. Clene, 2 
Delaware, Mr. Vandyl.e, no n 
Maryland, Mr. Plater, - a 
| Mr., Paca, nol 1.1, 
Mr. Carmichael, ay e 
Mr. Henry, no 
Virginia, Mr. T. Adams, ay\ 
Mr. F. L. Lee, 10 
Mr. Smitb, ay U 
Mr. R. H. Lee, no 7 
Mr. Griſin, ay 
Mr. Nelson, ay 
North-Carolina, Mr. Penn, a 
| Mr. Hill, ay C 
Mr. Burke, ay. 
South-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, ad. 1 
Mr. Drayton, ay ) ee 
Georgia, Mr. Langwortby, ay Pay 


So the ſtates were equally divided. 
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I SA bar, March 27, 1779. 


Mr. Joſeph Spencer, a delegate from Connecticut, attended, and pro. 


duced the credentials of his appointment, which were read, | 
A motion was made by Mr. M. Smith, and ſeconded by Mr. Burke, 
in the following words : 
« Whereas it is of the utmoſt importance that Congreſs ſhould be 


well informed of the ſituation of the ſeveral courts of Europe, and par. 


ticularly of the views and deſigns of the Britiſh miniſtry : and wherey 
the ſervants of the United States at foreign courts have not in their 
public letters given ſatisfactory information on that ſubject, and hay 
written private letters to individuals, members of this houſe, which 
have lately arrived : therefore, 05 

Reſolved, That the members of Congreſs be called on from th: 
chair, to declare upon their honor whether they have received any, and 
what intelligence relative to the views and deſigus of any of the Euro. 
pean courts, and particularly of the court of Great-Britain.“ 

On the queſtion to agree to the reſolution, the yeas and nays bein 


required by Mr. Smith, | 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Whipple, ay pay 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. Lovell, 5} 
Mr. S. Adams, ay ay 
Mr. Holten, ay 
Rhode-Tsland, Mr. Collins, * 
3 wh divided. 
Connecticut, Mr. Dyer, ay 
Mr. Root, 2 
Mr. Spencer, no. 
New-York, Mr. Jay, 2 8 5 
Mr. Morris, ay of 
New-Tersey, Mr. Fell, ay > * 
Pennszlvanic, Mr. Armstrong, ay 
Mr. Searle, ay. 
Mr. Sippen, ay Pay 
Mr. Mublenberg, ay 
Mr. MFClene, ay 
Delaware, Mr. Vandyke, ay pay 
Maryland, Mr. Plater, ay 
Mr. Paca, ay ; 
Mr. Carmichael, ay 4 
Mr. Henry, ay 
Virgina, Mr. T. Adams, ay 
Mr. N. H. Lee, ad 
Mr. M. Smith, ay Say 
Mr. Grifjn, No 
: Mr. Nelson, Jl 
North-Carolina, Mr. Penn, ay 
Mr. Burke, o * 
Soiith-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, ay 
Mr. Drayton, ph 2 
Georgia, Mr. Langworthy, ay gay 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 


Le 
val 
let 
tel 
lat 


pa: 


far 
ble 
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A motion was made by Mr. Holten, and ſeconded by Mr. R. H. 
Lee, to ſtrike out the words in the preamble, “and whereas the ſer- 
vants of the United States at foreign courts have not in their public 
letters given ſatisfactory information on that ſubject, and have writ- 
ten private letters to individuals, members of this houſe, which have 
lately arrived :” the words moved to be ſtruck out containing two 
parts, the ſame were divided, and on the queſtion that the firſt part as 
far as the words © on that ſubject,” incluſive, ſtand part of the pream- 
ble, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Smith, 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Whipple, no Sn 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. Lovell, 10 
Mr. Adams, no >no 
Mr. Holten, A: 
Rhode-Tsland, Mr. Collins, no 
| Mr. Ellery, = 5 
Connecticut, Mr. Root, no 
Mr. Dyer, a7 
Mr. Spencer, no 
New-York, Mr. Fay, ay 
Mr. Morris, v1 2 
New- Jersey, Mr. Fell, ay > * 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, no \ 
| Mr. Shippen, no 
Mr. Searle, no >1ig 
Mr. Aublenberg, no 
Mr. Mc<Clene, no 
Delaware, Mr. Vandyke, no no 
Maryland, Mr. Plater, ay 
Mr. Paca, no\ 1 14 
Mr. Carmichael, ay P de. 
Mr. Henry, no 
Virginia, Mr. T. Adams, ay) 
mr 4. Lee, no] 
Mr. Smith, ay 
Mr. R. H. Lee, no f 
Mr. Griffin, ay 
Mr. Nelson, ay 
Nortb-Carolina, Mr. Penn, ay 
| Mr. Burke, 4 oP 
South-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, w divided 
| Mr. Drayton, „ 
Georgia, Mr. Langworthy, ay Say 


So it paſſed in the negative. 


Leave was then requeſted to withdraw the latter part, which being 
objected to, a queſtion was then put, that the latter part, viz. and 
have written private letters,” &c. ſtand part of the preamble ; on which 
the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Ellery, paſſed in the negative, 
every member anſwering no. | 

On the queſtion to agree to the firſt part of the preamble, 

Reſolved in the affirmative. 

The committee for publiſhing the journals deſired the ſenſe of the 
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houſe on the queſtion, ſhall the yeas and nays be printed in the joy, T 
nals now publiſhing ? | th 
And on the queſtion the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Lauren, 
New- Hampshire, Mr. Whipple, no >no gu 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. S. Adams, no 
| Mr. Lovell, ay Lay in 
Mr. Holten, ay fo 
Rbode-Island, Mr. Ellery, ay? m 
Mr. Collins, 4 4 
Connecticut, Mr. Dyer, ay tr 
Mr. Root, 42 C7 
Mr. Spencer, no 
New-York, Mr. Fay, 4: pr 
Mr. Morris, ay J Y 
New- Jersey, Mr. Fell, no Þ * re 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, ay in 
Mr. Sbippen, no W 
Mr. Searle, ay gay 
Mr. Muhlenberg, ay N 
Mr. A{Clene, ay fc 
Delaware, Mr. Vandyke, no >no cl 
Maryland, Mr. Plater, ay ni 
Mr. Paca, ay | al 
Mr. Carmichael, ay BY 
Mr. Henry, ay ic 
Virginia, Mr. T. Adams, ay 
Mr. F. L. Lee, no m 
Mr. Smith, ay ( 0! 
Mr. R. H. Lee, ay v. 
Mr. Grifin, ay V 
| Mr. Nelson, ay p 
Nortb-Carolina, Mr. Penn, ay 
Mr. Burke, 4 % lc 
Soutb=Carolina, Mr. Laurens, ay al 
Mr. Drayton, 25 1 
So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 3 
— CD) — * 
Monpar, March 29, 1779. | 
A letter, of the 16th, from Martin Eichelberger, a lieutenant i 
the regiment late commanded by colonel Hartley, was read, deſiring 
leave to reſign : D 
Resolved, That his reſignation be accepted. , 
A letter, of the 25th, from baron Steuben, was read, accompaniel 
with a ſyſtem of regulations for the infantry of the United States; al 1 
fo a letter from the board of war, repreſenting that baron Steuben, in- 
ſpector-general, has formed a ſyſtem of exerciſe and diſcipline for the 1 
infantry of the United States: that the ſame has been ſubmitted to : 
the inſpection of the commander in chief, and his remarks thereon and a 


amendments incorporated in the work : that it has been examined with 
attention by the board, and is highly approved, as being calculated to 
produce important advautages to the ſtares ; and therefore praying 


ur. 


Ns 
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« that it may receive the ſanction of Congreſs and be committed to 
the preſs :” whereupon, 

Congreſs paſſed the following order, to be prefixed to the ſaid re- 
gulations for the order and diſcipline of the troops of the United States: 

Congreſs judging it of the greateſt importance to preſcribe ſome 
invariable rules for the order and diſcipline of the troops, eſpecially 
for the purpoſe of introducing an uniformity in their formation and 
manœuvres, and in the ſervice of the camp: 

Ordered, That the following regulations be obſerved by all the 
troops of the United States, and that all general and other officers 
cauſe the ſame to be executed with all-poſſible exactneſs. 

Ordered, That the board of war cauſe as many copies thereof to be 
printed as they ſhall deem requiſite for the uſe of the troops. 

On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Burke, Mr. Lau- 
rens, Mr. Armſtrong, Mr. Nelſon and Mr. Dyer, appointed to take 
into conſideration the circumſtances of the ſouthern ſtates, and the 
ways and means for their ſafety and defence : | 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the ſtates of Virginia and 
N. Carolina reſpectively, to raiſe as many battalions of regular troops, 
for the particular defence of the ſouthern ſtates, as their reſpective 
circumſtances will admit ; ſuch troops to be engaged only for one year, 
not to be compelled to ſerve on any enterpriſe, or on the defence of 
any part to the northward of Virginia ; to be entitled to continental 


pay, clothing and ſubſiſtence, and a bounty not exceeding 200 dollars 


for every non- commiſſioned officer and ſoldier. 

Whereas the Bahama-Iſlands are now garriſoned by and under the 
military government of the king of Great-Britain, and the inhabitants 
of the ſaid Iſlands have of late fitted out many privateers and armed 
veſſels for cruizing on the coaſts of theſe United States; and ſuch pri- 
vateers and armed veſſels have actually captured divers veſſels, the 
property of the citizens of theſe ſtates, on the coaſt of South-Carolina: 

Resolved, That the reſolution of Congreſs of the 24th of July, 1776, 
ſo far as it relates to the ſaid Bahama-Iſlands, be repealed, and from 
and after the date of this reſolution held void. To” 

Whereas John Laurens, Eſq; who has heretofore acted as aid-de-cam) 
to the commander in chief, is deſirous of repairing to South-Carolina, 
with a deſign to aſſiſt in defence of the ſouthern ſtates : 

Resolved, That a commiſſion of lieutenant-colonel be granted to 
the ſaid John Laurens, Eſq; | 

Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of the motion under debate 
on Friday laſt, and doubts ariſing as to the effect of the equal diviſion 
of the houſe on the amendment propoſed : 

Resolved, That the motion remains open to amendments, as if na 
queſtion had been taken. 

On motion by Mr. Smith, ſeconded by Mr. Burke, 

Resolved, That whenever an amendment is moved to any matter 
or thing before the houſe, and any words are propoſed to be ſtruck 
our, 2 ſhall firſt be put, ſhall the words moved to be ftruck 
out ſtand ? 


A motion was made by Mr. Smith, ſeconded by Mr, Drayton, to 
N ; | 


You, V. 
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ſtrike out the words “ joint” and & council ;” and on the queſtion, ſhall 
they ſtand ? | 


New-Hampshire, 


Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-lsland, 


Connecticut, 
New-York, 
New- Fersey, 


Pennsylvania, 


Delawarc, 
Maryland, 


Virginia, 


North-Carolina, 


Soutb-Carolina, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Ho Lee. 


——— —_ Cc — 


Whipple, 
Frost, 

S. Adams, 
Lovell, 
Holten, 
Collins, 
Dyer, 
Root, 
Spencery 
Jay, 

Floyd, 
Lewis, 
Fell, 
Armstrong, 
Shippen, 
Searle, 
Mublenberg, 
M*«Clene, 
Vandyke, 
Plater, 


..: Pace, 


Carmichael, 
Henry, 

T. Adams, 
Fo L. Lie, 
M. Smith, 
R. H. Lee, 
Griffin, . 
Nelson, 
Penn, 
Hill, 
Burke, 
Laurens, 


Drayton, 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 

On the queſtion to agree to the motion, 

Reſolved in the affirmative. | 

Resolved, That the committee conliſt of five : 

The members choſen, Mr. Paca, Mr. Root, Mr. S. Adams, Mr. 
Laurens and Mr. R, 


The yeas and nays being required by M. Searle, 


ay 
2 80 
ay 
5 ho 
ay 
no no 
ay 
ay g ay 
a 
no 
no Fn 
ay 
ay ©. * 
ay 
ay 
ay Pay 
ay 
ay 
. Na 


no 
oy 
n 


divided. 
ay 
no 
ay 
no 
ay +ay 
ay 


5 21 divided. 
770 


Tos Dar, March 30, 1779. 


The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Morris, Mr. Whipple, Mr. F. 
L. Lee, appointed to ſuperintend the commiſſary's and quarter: maſter“ 


departments, to whom was referred the memorial of James Mather, 
brought in a report ; whereupon, | 


Ordered, That a copy of the ſaid memorial of James Mather be tranſ- 


1all 
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mitted to William Buchanan, late commiſſary-general of purchaſes, 
and that he be directed to cauſe juſtice to be done in the premiſes. 

On information, and at the requeſt of the committee appointed on 
the 6th, to confer with a committee of the general aſſembly of Penn- 
ſylvania, on the ſubjeCt of the proceedings relative to the ſloop Active: 

Resolved, That the ſaid committee be diſcharged, and that the ſub- 
ject be referred to the committee appointed yeſterday to confer with 
the joint committee of the general aſſembly and council of Pennſyl- 
vania. 

— a 
WztDNnEsSDar, March 31, 1779, 

On motion by Mr. Drayton, ſeconded by Mr. M. Smith, Congreſs 
came to the following reſolution : 

Whereas it is eſſential to the intereſt and ſecurity of every free ſtate, 
that the conduct of the public ſervants ſhould be known to their con- 


ſtituents: 


Resolved, That from the firſt of January laſt the journals of this 
houſe, except ſuch parts as have been or ſhall be ordered to be kept ſe- 
cret, be printed immediately ; and that for the future the journal, ex- 
cept as above, be printed weekly and ſent to the executive powers of 
the ſeveral ſtates, to be by them laid before their reſpective legiſla- 
tures; and that a printer be engaged to print for Congreſs; and alſo 
a printer or printers be employed to bring up the journals from the 


time of their preſent publication to the ſaid firſt of January. 


Resolved, That three members be added to the committee appointed 
to ſuperintend the publication of the journals: 

The members choſen, Mr. Hill, Mr. Floyd and Mr. Muhlenberg, 

A letter, of the 30th, from Jonathan Trumbull, jun. was read, reſ- 
pecting the ſettlement of the accounts of his brother Joſeph Trumbull, 
late commiſſary-general: | 

Whereupon the committee, conſiſting of Mr. R. H. Lee, Mr. Bart- 
lett, Mr. Ellſworth and Mr. S. Adams, to whom was re-committed 
the report on the letter of governor Trumbull of the 8th of October, 
and the memorial of William Hoſkins, reported, 5 | 

“% That it appears to your committee, that the late commiſſary-ge- 
neral Joſeph Trumbull, coming inro office in the earlieſt ſtage of the 
American conteſt, found himſelf without a ſyſtem by which to trace 
the plan of his duty: that with great care, induſtry, labour and atten- 
tion, he inſtituted a plan by which the army, during his continuance 
in office, was amply ſupplied with much economy and to general ſatis- 
faction: that during his commiſſariate, he was obliged to act not only 
in capacity of commiſſary-general of purchaſes, but to direct all the 
Iſſues of proviſions, and for near two campaigns had the additional du- 
ty of purveyor of the hoſpitals and quarter-maſter-general, the three 
laſt of which employments greatly encreaſed his care and trouble, but 
not ſo much his expenditure of monies : it appears alſo to your com- 
mittee, that the ſaid commiſſary-general made great ſavings to the 
public by his large vnd ſeaſonable purchaſes and contracts, out-running 
and anticipating in many inſtances the orders of Congreſs, by which 
means he kept up large ſupplies, thereby moderating the demands of 
the ſeller, intercepting monopolies, and keeping down prices, Which 


| 
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are now greatly augmented : that your committee have been ſheyn, 
ſtate of the commiſſary-general's caſh accounts for monies received and 
iſſued by him, from which it appears that little, if any, public monies 
have been taken to his private uſe : and that a compenſation for ſeryi. 
ces done by the ſaid commiffary-general ſtill remains to be made, at a 
time too when the value of our currency 1s greatly altered from what 
it was when the ſervices were performed ; whereupon your committee 
report the following reſolutions : 

That for the ſervices of the late commiſſary-general Trumbull, exe. 
cuted with great fidelity, prudence, care and economy, the following 
allowances be made for the benefit of the legal repreſentatives of the 
deceaſed, viz. A commiſſion of one half per cent. on the groſs ſum of 
all monies received and iſſued by him for public ſervice ; alſo a com- 
miſſion of two and an half per cent. on ſuch ſums as appear to have 
been laid out in purchaſes made by himſelf ; and alſo a further com- 
miſhon of one half per cent. on the groſs ſum received as a compen- 
ſation for his extra ſervices in iſſuing, purveying, quarter-maſter's du- 
ties, and various contingencies of office, extra expenſes, &c. &c. 

That the amount ariſing from ſuch allowances be immediately paid 
into the hands of the adminiſtrator on the deceaſed's eſtate, upon ſet. 
tlement of the caſh account for monies received and iſſued by the late 
commiſſary-general Trumbull : 

That the adminiſtrator be directed as ſoon as may be, to exhibit for 
final ſettlement before the treaſury, the caſh accounts above-mention- 
ed: and that ſaid accounts being cloſed, the adminiſtrator be there- 
upon exonerated from further burthens of ſettlements, holding him- 
ſelf accountable however for any balance which upon ſettlement made 
with the ſeveral purchaſers employed by commiſſary Trumbull, may 
hereafter appear to be juſtly due to the public from the ſaid commiſſa- 
ry-general Trumbull's eſtate : 

That William Hoſkins be appointed and empowered to call to ac- 
count and make ſettlements with all perſons who have been employed 
under the late commiſſary Trumbull as purchaſers of ſtores and provi- 
ſions, whoſe accounts are ſtill uncloſed, and prepare as ſoon as poſſible 
all the accounts of the ſaid commiſſary-general remaining unſettled, 
and lay them before the treaſury for final ſettlement, the ſaid Wil- 
liam Hoſkins being authorized to receive and pay balances which ap- 
pear to be due, and to account : 

That for his ſervices he be allowed, 


Congreſs took into conſideration the ſaid report; and on the queſ- 
tion to agree to the firſt commiſſion of one half per cent. the yeas and 
nays being required by Mr. Burke, 


New- Hampsbire, Mr. Whipple, ay Say 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. S. Adams, ay 

Mr. Lovell, ay bay 

Mr. Holten, no 
Rhode-Tsland, Mr. Ellery, ay 

Mr. Collins, ay V 


Connecticut, Mr. Root, ay 
| Mr. Spencer, 4 5 % 
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New-York, Mr. Fay, no 
Mr. Morris, 6 
Mr. Floyd, ay divided. 
Mr. Lewis, ay 
Mews. Jersey, Mr. Fell, no Þ> * 
Pennsylvania, Mr. J. Armstrong, no 
Mr. Searle, ay | 
Mr. Mublenberg, ay * 
Mr. McClene, ay 
Delaware, Mr. Vandyke, ay bay 
Maryland, Mr. Plater, no 
Mr. Paca, no H no 
Mr. Henry, 9 
Virginia, Mr. T. Adams, ay 
Mr. M. Smith, no 
Mr. R. H. Lee, ay pay 
Mr. Grifin, 4 
Mr. Nelson, no 
Nortb-Carolina, Mr. Penn, no 
Mr. Hill, no no 
Mr. Burke, no 
South-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, WS; 
Ir Mr. Drayton, 4 Aided. 
1 Georgia, Mr. Langworthy, ay pay 
: So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 
le On the queſtion to agree to the commiſſion of two and an half per 
y cent. the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Burke, 
1 New-Hampsbire, Mr. Whipple, ay ay 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. S. Adams, ay 
c- | 
4 | Mr. Lovell, 5M, 
: Mr. Holten, no 
I Rhode-Island, Mr. Ellery, v2 
11 Mr. Collins ay 
d . l 24 
il. Connecticut, Mr. Noot, 2 1 
| Mr. Spencer, oY 9 
4 New-York, Mr. Fay, 
| Mr. Morris, 
Mr. Floyd, divided. 
el. Mr. Lewis, 
nd New-Fersey, Mr. Fell, £ 9) oy 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, ne] 
Mr. Searle, ay 
Mr. Mublenberg, ay f * 
Mr. Medlene, ay] 
Delaware, Mr. Vandyke, ay >ay 
Maryland, Mr. Plater, 1 
| Mr. Paca, no no 
Mr, Henry, 0 
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Virginia, 


North-Carolina, 


South-Carolina, 


Georgia, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


T. Adams, 
F. L. Lee, 
M. Smith, 
R. H. Lee, 
Griffin, 
Nelson, 
Penn, 

Hill, 
Burke, 
Laurens, 
Drayton, 
Langworthy, 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 


On the queſtion to agree to the laſt commiſſion of half per cent, 


the yeas and nays being required by Burke, 


Mr. Whipple, 
Mr. Adams, 


 New-Hampshire, 
Massachusetts- Bay, 


Rhode-Tsland, 
Connecticut, 


New-York, 


New-Fersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 


* 


Virginia, 


North-Carolina, 


South-Carolina, 


Georgia, 


Lovell, 


Mr. Holten, 
Mr. Ellery, 
Mr. Collins, 
Mr. Root, 

Mr. Spencer, 


Mr. Jay, 
Mr. Morris, 


Floyd, 


Mr. Lewis, 
Mr. Fell, 


Mr. Searle, 


Mr. M*Clene, 
Mr. Vandyke, 
Mr. Plater, 
Mr. Paca, 

Mr. Henry, 
Mr. T. Adams, 
Mr. F. L. Lee, 
Mr. Smith, 
Mr. R. H. Lee, 
Mr. Grifin, 
Mr. MNelson, 
Mr. Penn, 
Mr. Hill, 

Mr. Burke, 
Mr. Laurens, 


Mr. Drayton, 


Armstrong, 


Mublenberg, 


Langworthy, 


No 

No no 

No 

=} divided. 
no 

ay pay 


no no 


” 
* td 
no 


3 5 divided. 
no 


divided. 


ay 


no 


ay >ay 


no 
no > no 
no ; 


oy 


no} 
no >no 
no 


vi divided. 


no 


no >No 


So the ſtates were equally divided and the queſtion loſt, 


On the ſecond reſolution propoſed, a motion was made by Mr. 


Bu 
on 
rec 


ent. 


Ir. 


New- Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Day, 


Rhode-Island, 


Connecticut, 
New-York, 
New-Fersey, 


Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 


Virginia, 


North-Carolina, 


Soutb-Carolina, 


New- Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Island, 


Connecticut, 
New-York, 
New-Fersey, 


Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 
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Whipple, 
S. Adams, 


Witberspoon, 
Fell, 
Armstrong, 
Searle, 


MeClene, 


Vandy he, 


Plater, 
Paca, 
Carmichael, 
T. Adams, 
F. L. Lee, 
Smith, 

R. H. Lee, 
Griffin, 


- Nelson, 


Penn, 
Hill, 
Burke, 
Laurens, 


Mr. Drayton, 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 
On the queſtion to agree to the reſolution as reported by the com- 
mittee, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Burke, 


Mr. Whipple, 
Mr. S. Adams, 
Mr. Lovell, 
Mr. Holten, 
Mr. Ellery, 
Mr. Root, 

Mr. Spencer, 
Mr. Fay, 

Mr. Floyd, 
Mr. Withersþoon, 
Mr. Fell, 

Mr. Armstrong, 
Mr. Searle, 
Mr. McClene, 
Mr. Yandyke, 
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Burke, ſeconded by Mr. Penn, to ſtrike out the word “ caſh ;” and 
on the queſtion ſhall the word © caſh” ſtand ; the yeas and nays being 
required by Mr. Smith, 


ay 

ay Lay 

ay 

ay pay 

ay 

21 ig 

no >: '6 
_ divided. 
ay) ,._. 
ld divided. 
no 

ay F ay 

ay 

ay pay 

no 

no no 

no 

ay 

ay 

no 1 

ay ivided. 
no 

no 

no 

No >N0 

no 

ayt;c:: 

9 f divided. 


ay Cay 

ay 

ay pay 

ay 

ay pay 

ay 

vw; 2 

* 5 divided. 
ay 

Oo 5 divided. 
no b 
No 

ay tay 

ay 

ay pay 


83 


9 — p 
* — * 


„ #= 


* an 
4 


* 
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Maryland, Mr. Plater, no 
Mr. Paca, no 
Mr. Carmichael, oC” 
Mr. Henry, no 

Virginia, Mr. T. Adams, no 


Mr. F. L. Lee, ay 
Mr. M. Smith, no, 
Mr. R. H. Lee, ay 


Mr. Griffin, no 
Mr. Nelson, no 
North-Carolina, Mr. Penn, no 
Mr. Hill, no no 
| Mr. Burke, q: 
Soutb-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, ayÞ 1: 
| Mr. Drayton, 4 afvrdeds 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 
THURSDAY, April l, 1779. 

A letter, of the 13th of March, from the legiſlature of New-York 
to their delegates was laid before Congreſs and read; whereupon Con. 
greſs came to the following reſolution : 

Whereas the delegates of the ſtate of New-York have repreſented 
to Congreſs, that the legiſlature of that ſtate taking into conlideration 
the ravages committed by the Indians laſt fall, and the diſtreſſes oc. 
caſioned thereby to a great number of families as well as the ſtate a: 
large ; and thar the ſaid legiſlature conſidering the extreme difficulty 
and expenſe of covering an extenſive fronticr by poſts againſt future 
incurſions, have turned their attention to a weſtern expedition again: 
the Senecas, &c. as the cheapeſt and more eligible mode of ſecuring 
the frontiers, and that they have empowered their governor to rail: 
1000 men by drafts from the militia for the defence of the frontiers: 

Resolved, That Congreſs do approve of the ſpirited exertions of 
the ſaid legiſlature, and the meaſures by them adopted to facilitate 
fuch enterpriſe ; that the militia ſo to be raiſed ſhall be allowed con- 
tinental pay and rations during their continuance in the ſaid ſervice; 
and that the commander in cheif be immediately informed of the ſaid 
levy, and be directed to give orders for their pay and ſubſiſtence at. 
cordingly. 

The board of war, to whom was referred the letter from lieutenant- 
colonel W, Bradford, &c. brought in a report ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That the reſignation of lieutenant-colonel W. Bradford, 
deputy commiſſary-general of muſters, be accepted : - 

That the reſignation of lieutenant-colonel Noarth, deputy commil- 
ſary of muſters, be accepted. | | 

The board of war recommended Henry Rutgers, jun. Eſq; to be 
elected deputy commiſſary-general of muſters, in the room of lieute- 
nant-colonel Bradford; and Azariah Horton, Eſq; to be elected in the 
room of heutenant-colonel Noarth. 

The board of war, to whom was referred the letter of gov, Trum- 
bull reſpecting the Saliſbury furnace, reported ſpecially the ſtate of 
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that furnace, being the reſult of a conference with Mr. Whiting; 


whereupon, AE Fo 
Resolved, That gov. Trumbull be informed that Congreſs do not 


judge it proper to put the Saliſbury furnace in blaſt at the continen- 


tal expenſe. ; 

The board of war report, that major la Neuville is a major by brevet, 
and that no pay or ſubſyſtence is allowed to officers in his ſituation ; 
that the major is content to ſerve in his preſent rank in the ſouthern 
army and to make the journey at his own expenſe ; and that the board 
are of opinion, | 

That Monſ. Noirmont de la Neuville be permitted to repair to the 
ſouthern army, to ſerve under the orders of major-general Lincoln, or 
the officer commanding there, in his preſent rank of major ; and that 
he receive the pay and ſubſiſtence of a major during the enſuing 
campaign. 

Resolved, That Congreſs agree to the ſaid report. 

The committee on the treaſury brought in a report; whereupon, 

Resolved, That 5,000,160 dollars in bills of credit of the United 
States be emitted under the direction of the board of treaſury and on 
the faith of the United States : ; & 

That the bills ſhall, excepting the numbers, be of the ſame tenor 
and date as the emiſſion directed on the 19th of Feb. laſt, and be num- 
bered from the laſt number in each denomination progreſſively, and 
conſiſt of the following denominations : | 


22,728 bills of 60 dollars, 1,363,680 
22,728 50 1,136,400 
22,728 40 909, 120 
22,728 30 681,840 
22,728 20 454,560 
22,728 8 181,824 
22,728 7 159,096 

22,728 5 113,640 
5,000,160 


On motion of Mr. Dyer, and ſeconded by Mr. Nelſon, 

Resolved, That the board of treaſury allow Mr. Whiting his rea- 
ſonable expenſes on his journey to Congreſs, to know their pleaſure 
with reſpect to their improving the Saliſbury furnace for the purpoſe 
of caſting cannon. 

Mr. Paca, chairman of the committee appointed to confer with the 
joint committee of the general aſſembly and council of Pennſylvania, 
related verbally the ſubſtance of a ſpeech made yeſterday by the pre- 
ſident of Pennſylvania in the committee of conference, and defired far- 
ther inſtructions. | 
| | SATURDAY, April 3, 1779. 

The board of war, to whom was refered an extract of a letter from 
major-general Schuyler to Mr. Duane, reſpecting commiſſions for the 
chiefs of the Oneidas and Tuſcaroras, brought in a report which was 
taken into conſideration; whereupon, 

8 That 12 blank commiſſions be tranſmitted to the commiſ- 
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ſioners of Indian affairs for the northern-department ; and that they, 
or any two of them, be empowered to fill them up with the names of 
faithful chiefs of the Oneidas and Tuſcaroras, giving them ſuch ranks 
as the ſaid commiſſioners ſhall judge they merit; the names and rank 
to be by the commiſſioners reported to the board of war. 

The board of war report, that the committee appointed at York. 
town to confer with baron Steuben, having promiſed to report that 
Monſ. I'Enfant ſhould have the commiſſion of captain of engineer, 
and no report having been made on that ſubject, the board are of 
opinion, 

That Monſ. I' Enfant be appointed a captain in the corps of engi. 
neers in the ſervice of the United States, to have rank from the 18th 
day of February, 1778. 

Resolved, That Congreſs agree to the ſaid report. 

The committee, appointed to confer with the joint committee of 


the general aiſembly and council of Pennſylvania, reported, that they 


have had a further conference, and that they, with the ſaid joint con. 
mittee, have agreed to two ſets of refolutions, the one to be reported 
to Congreſs, and the other to the general aſſembly and council of Penn. 
ſylvania by the committees of thoſe ſeveral bodies reſpectively: 

The reſolutions laid before Congreſs for conſideration are as folloy: 

Resolved, That unanimity and harmony between the repreſentatives 
of the United States in Congreſs afſembled and each ſtate individual) 
has been, under God, the happy means of our paſt ſucceſs and the only 
ſure foundation whereon to reſt our future hopes of terminating the 
conteſt with Great-Britain with honour and advantage. 

Resolved, That Congreſs is highly ſenſible of the importance and 
ſervices of the ſtate of Pennſylvania in the preſent conteſt, and regard 
with ſincere concern and regret every event which may tend to leſſen 
the mutual confidence and affection which has hitherto ſubſiſted. 

Resolved, That it is the full intention of Congreſs on all occaſions 
to manifeſt the ſame juſt and equal attention to the ſaid ſtate and au- 
thority of Pennſylvania as to auy other ſtate in the union. 

Resolved, That any diſreſpectful and indecent behaviour of any of- 
ficers of any rank, under the appointment of Congreſs, to the civil au- 
thority of any ſtate in the union, will be diſcountenanced and diſcou- 
raged ; and that a contrary behaviour will be conſidered as one of the 
fureſt means to recommend any officer to the favour and notice of 
Congreſs. | 
Resolved, That the complaints againſt gen. Arnold be tranſmitted 
to his excellency the commander in chief, in order for trial ; and that 
the ſame be duly notified to the executive council ; and that they be 
requeſted to furniſh the commander in chief with the evidence there- 
upon in their poſſeſſion; and that all farther proceedings elſewhere 
ceaſe, ſave the collecting and tranſmitting any further evidence there- 
upon to the commander in chief, 


Congreſs took into conſideration the reſolutions ſubmitted to them: 


On the queſtion to agree to the firſt reſolution, 
Reſolved in the affirmative. 


On the queſtion to agree to the ſecond reſolution, 
Reſolved in the affirmative. 


On the queſtion to agree to the third reſolution, 
| 
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Reſolved in the affirmative. 


On the queſtion to agree to the fourth reſolution, 
\ Reſolved in the affirmative. | 
The fifth reſolution being read, | 


A motion was made by Mr, Penn, and ſeconded by Mr. Burke, 


That the conſideration of the fifth reſolution be poſtponed till Con- 
greſs conſider the report of the committee, on the letter of the 25th 


of Jan. from the preſident of the ſupreme executive council of Penn- 


ſylvania, and the letters of the 8th and 12th of February from major- 
general Arnold. . 


On which the yeas and nays being required by Mr. R. H. Lee, 
New- Hampshire, Mr. Whipple, no 


no 
| Mr. Frost, no 9 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. S. Adams, no 
ö Mr. Lovell, no F no 
Mr. Holten, no. 
Rhode-Tsland, Mr. Ellery, 4 | 
Mr. Collins, a % 
Connecticut, Mr. Dyer, no 
Mr. Root, a” 
Mr. Spencer, no 
New-York, Mr. Fay, ay 
| Mr. Duane, nol, 
Mr. Floyd, no 
Mr. Lewis, no 
New- Jersey, Mr. Witberspoon, 4 FR 
Mr. Fell, no 
Pennsylvania, Mr. J. Armstrong, no 
Mr. Shippen, . 5 
Mr. Mublenberg, no 
| Mr. Mc*Clene, no | 
Delaware, Mr. Vandyke, no Sno 
Maryland, Mr. Plater, no 
Mr. Paca, no : 
Mr. Carmichael, ay PM 
Mr. Henry, no 
Virginia, Mr. T. Adams, no 
| a Mr. F. L. Lee, no 
Mr. Smith, no 
Mr. R. H. Lee, no P 
Mr. Griſin, no 
| Mr. Nelson, 2 
/orth-Carolina, Mr. Penn, ay 
| Mr. Hill, a” 
| | Mr. Burke, ay 
South-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, wy end 
| Mr. Drayton, ay 
Georgia, Mr. Langworthy, ay >ay 


So it paſſed in the negative. 


A motion was then made by Mr, Paca, and ſeconded by Mr. S. 


REL 
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Adams, in lieu of the firſt part as far as “ poſſeſſion,” incluſive, 0 
ſabſtitute as follows : | 

« Resolved, That his excellency Joſeph Reed's letter to Congreſs 
of the 25th of Jan. 1779, and gen. Arnold's letter of the 8th and 
| 12th of Feb. and the reſolves therein, contained of the executive coun. 
cil of Pennſylvania, be, with the evidence which hath been collected 
and reported by the committee on thoſe letters, tranſmitted to the 
commander in chief; and that he be directed to appoint a court. mar. 
tial on the 1ſt, 2d, 3d and 5th articles contained in the ſaid reſolves 
of the ſaid executive council, the ſaid articles only being cognizable 
by a court-martial ; and that the reference be notified to the ſupreme 
executive council, and they be requeſted to furniſh the evidence to the 
court-martial.” | 

A motion was made by Mr. Ellery, and ſeconded by Mr, Burke, 
to amend the ſubſtitute propoſed ſo as to read, “ to appoint a court. 
martial on ſuch articles contained in the ſaid reſolves of the ſaid exe. 
cutive council, as Congreſs, ſhall judge to be cognizable by a court. 
martial,” | 

On which the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Ellery, 


New-Hampshire, Mr. Whipple, no 
| Mr. Frost, 1 oy 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. S. Adams, no! 
Mr. Gerry, no 
Mr. Lovell, ay an 
Mr. Holten, no 
Rbode-Tsland, Mr. Ellery, ay 
Mr. Collins, ot 2 
Connecticut, Mr. Dyer, no 
Mr. Root, no & no 
6 Mr. Spencer, no 
New-York, Mr. Fay, ay 
. Mr. Duane, no > no 
Mr. Lewis, 0 | 
Neu- Jersey, Mr. Withersþoon, no 
| Mr. Fell, 3 87 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, no 
| Mr. Shippen, nol 
Mr. Mublenberg, no ” 
Mr. MeClene, no 
Delaware, Mr. Vandyke, no no 
Maryland, Mr. Plater, no 
Mr. Paca, no 
Mr. Carmichael, ay 885 
Mr. Henry, no 
Virginia, Mr. T. Adams, no 
Mr. F. L. Lee, no 
Mr. M. Smitb, no 
Mr. R. H. Lee, no 
Mr. Griſin, no 
Mr. Nelson, no 
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Nortb- Carolina, Mr. Penn, ay 
Mr. Burke, ay 
South-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, Ry PD 
Mr. Drayton, yo divided, 
Georgia, Mr. Langworthy, ay gay 


So it paſſed in the negative. 

On the queſtion to agree to the ſubſtitute, 

Reſolved in the affirmative, 

A motion was then made to ſtrike out the words, “ and that all 
proceedings,” &c. to the end; and the queſtion, ſhall theſe words ſtand ? 

Paſſed in the negative. 

On the queſtion to agree to the reſolution as amended, 

Reſolved in the affirmative, | 

— > — 
Moxpar, April 5, 1779. 

On motion by Mr. F. L. Lee, ſeconded by Mr. Dyer, 

Resolved, That baron Steuben, inſpector-general, be informed by 
the preſident, that Congreſs entertain a high ſenſe of his merit, diſ- 
played in a variety of inſtances, but eſpecially in the ſyſtem of military 
order and diſcipline formed and preſented by him to Congreſs, 

Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of the report of the board of war 
on the ſalaries of officers in the clothing-department ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That until the further order of Congreſs the clothier-ge- 
neral have a ſalary of 5000 dollars per annum. 

Whereas the duties of the ſub or ſtate-clothiers who are to be ap- 
pointed according to the late regulations of the clothier's department 
will be very unequal, the quota of battalions of the ſeveral ſtates differing: 

Resolved, That each ſtate determine and pay the ſalary proper for 
its clothier, and that each ſtate-clothier ſhall be allowed two rations 
and forage for one horſe per day during the time he is in actual ſer— 
vice with the army, and going to and returning from the ſame : 

That the regimental-clothiers have an allowance of 30 dollars per 
month in addition to their preſent appointment : 

That the clothier-general be authorized to employ one clerk, who 
ſhall receive the ſame allowance as the clerks of the auditors of the army. 

Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of the report of the committee, 
on the letter of the 8th of October, from governor Trumbull and the 
memorial of Willian Hoſkins ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That the adminiſtrator of the eſtate of Joſeph Trumbull, 
late commiſſary-general, be directed, as ſoon as may be, to exhibit for 
final ſettlement before the treaſury the caſh accounts of the {aid com- 
miſſary-general, | 

— 8222 
Tuxsbar, April 6, 1779. 

Congreſs proceeded to the election of deputy commiſſaries- general of 
muſters, in the room of Meſſrs. Bradford and Noarth, refigned ; and, 
the ballots being taken, . | 

Mr. Henry Rutgers, jun. and Mr. Azariah Horton were eleQed, 

The board of war, to whom was referred the memorial of lieutenant 


W. Macpherſon, report, 
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« That being apprehenſive the bringing Mr, Macpherſon into the 
line would cauſe much diſquietude among the officers, and be detri. 
mental to the ſervice, they conſulted the commander in chief, who co. 
incided with them in ſentiment as to the impropriety of it ; but as by 

the captivity of col. Ward, the commiſſary-general of muſters, his duty 
will devolve on col. Varick, the next ſenior officer in the department, 
and conſequently a poſt of deputy commiſſary-general of muſters will 
be vacant till the releaſe of the commiſſary-general of muſters ; and az 
the commander in chief has expreſſed his opinion that no bad conſequen. 
ces will ariſe from the nomination of Mr. W. Macpherſon to that poſt; 
they therefore nominate the ſaid William Macpherſon to be elected: 
deputy commiſſary-general of muſters in the ſervice of the United 
States,” 
Ordered, That the conſideration thereof be poſtponed. 
Mr. Henry Wynkoop, a delegate from Pennſylvania, attended, and 


took his ſeat in Congrels, 
— CD —— 
WEeDxnEsSDAT, April 7, 1779. 

Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of the petition of G. Pierce, re. 
preſenting, that on the Iſt of March, 1778, he lent to Mr. Matthey 
Boyd, commiſſioner of clothing for Cheſter county, J. 1000 without 
intereſt, to aſſiſt him in his department, which remained in his hands 
till within three weeks of the time when the emiſſion of April 11, 1778, 
was called out of circulation : that at that time he was repaid in bills 
of that emiſſion : that he is in want of money by reaſon of loſſes 
occaſioned by the enemy; and praying that the ſaid money may be 
exchanged for good bills in circulation : 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petition be granted. 

A memorial from the undertakers of the continental manufactory of 
arms was read, repreſenting that the ſucceſs of their undertaking de- 
pends on the preſence, care and ſuperintendance of Mr. Windel, one 
of the copartners ; and that Mr. Windel having long been a captain 
of artillery, and for fifteen years paſt firſt direQor of the royal manu- 
factory of Charleville, and being much eſteemed in his own country 
and a man of fortune, declines to leave his country and come to this 
unleſs he is invited by the honourable Congreſs, and have a promiſe of 
a rank ſuperior to what he now enjoys, but without any pretenſions to 
ſervice or pay; and therefore praying ſuch invitation and promiſe may 
be given agreeably to what they were encouraged to expect when 
they entered into the contract with the board of war; whereupon, 

Resolved, That the prayer of the memorial be granted, 

The board of war, to whom was referred the memorial from capt. 
Sumner; report, “that it appears that the ſervice of the armed veſſels 
on Lake Champlain, in 1776, was diſagreeable, and that officers re- 


luccantly quitted the line to take command of them: that as an induce - 


ment to officers poſſeſſing the requiſite talents to engage in that ſer- 
vice, general Schuyler offered to lieutenants the commiſſion of cap- 
tains, and gave them hopes of permanent proviſion in the navy : that 
influenced by theſe motives and a regard to the public good, capt. 
Sumner, among others, quitted his ſtation in the line and took the com- 
mand of one of the armed veſſels above-mentioned : that it further ap- 
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ars that by virtue of gen. Schuyler's orders, gen. Arnold, on the Iſt 
day of July, 1776, appointed Mr. Sumner captain to the ſaid com- 
mand, in which capacity he in ſeveral actions behaved with great 
ſpirit and good conduct; and that in the opinion of the board capt. 
Sumner's reſignation of his lieutenancy in the line to take the above 
command, ſhould not prejudice his claim to rank on account of prior 
ſervices;“ whereupon, 

Resolved, That capt. Job Sumner, of col. Greaton's regiment, have 
2 commiſſion of captain in the army of the United States, to rank as 
ſuch from the 1ſt day of July, 1776. 

\ ——___ 2 —Ä— 
TauRrsDaAr, April 8, 1779. 

A letter, of the 7th, from the board of war, was read ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That the board of war and ordnance be authorized to ap- 
point perſons to purchaſe neceſſaries for the army, until the further or- 
ders of Congreſs. 

Resolved, That two members of Congreſs be elected to attend at 
the board of war in the room of Mr. F. L. Lee and Mr. Root: 

The members choſen, Mr. Spencer and Mr. Atlee. | 

The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Burke, Mr. Laurens, Mr. M. 
Smith, to whom was referred the letter of the 12th of February from 
major-general Lincoln, brought in a report : 

Resolved, That, until a cartel for a general exchange is eſtabliſhed 
between the commanders in chief of the forces of the United States 
and Great-Britain, in order to relieve as much as poſſible the difficul- 
ties preſſing upon the priſoners taken during the operations of the for- 
ces under the command of general Lincoln, and the Britiſh forces who 
have invaded Georgia; the commanding-officer of the ſouthern army 
for the time being, be authorized to exchange the ſame to the extent 
of their relative numbers, on the terms propoſed by major Pinckney 
to lieutenant-colonel Provoſt on the firſt day of February laſt, as far 
as the ſame will apply to the ſaid priſoners : 

That the ſaid commanding-officer for the time being, be authorized 
todiſpenſe with the ſaid terms where he ſhall judge that humanity or 
very preſſing expediency may require it, and it ſhall not contravene 
general utility: | 

That effectual proviſion be made by a commiſſary of priſoners for 
ſupplying ſuch of our people as remain unexchanged : | 

That a deputy commiſſary of priſoners be appointed for the ſou- 
thern army by the commanding-officer thereof. | | 
— 62 
Fripar, April 9, 1779. 

The board of war having recommended the following gentlemen to 
be appointed 2d lieutenants in the regiment of artillery commanded by 
colonel Harriſon, | 

Robert Burton, commiſſion to be dated Oftober 18th, 1778. 


Robert Jouit, do. January lit, 1779. 
Henry Vowles, do. do. 
John Moſely, do. do. | 


Resolved, That the ſaid gentlemen be appointed, and commiſhons 
granted to them eſtabliſhing their ranks from the times above ſpecified. 
The board of war report, that Monſ. de Bois having had the brevet 
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rank of major in the American army ſince the 5th of Nov. 1776, and 
received pay and rations agreeably thereto, without having been en- 
abled to render any ſcrvice to the ſtates, is now deſirous of returning 
to Europe if he can obtain a ſupply of money to proſecute his voyage; 

whereupon, 

Resolved, That 12 months pay as major be advanced to Mon, de 
Bois, to defray the expenſe of his voyage to France ; and that he be 
no longer conſidered as an officer in the ſervice of the United States, 

The committee on the treaſury, to whom was re-committed their 
report of the 19th of Dec. on the memorial of capt. John Sutton, ha. 
ving re- conſidered the ſaid memorial, and been attended by captain Sut. 
ton with his proofs, report, 

That the committee are fully ſatisfied of the truth of the ſaid me. 
morial, and that the money mentioned in the ſaid memorial, viz. 9567s 


dollars, due to the commiſſary's department, being a balance in his 


hands for the time he 9 in that department for the Iſt Virginia 
regiment ; and 38445 dollars in his hands as pay-maſter to the ſaid 
regiment, was ſtolen from his tent without any negligence or default 
on his part : that on the contrary it appears that he uſed all the pre. 
caution in his power for its ſafe cuſtody : that he took pains and offer. 


ed to ſettle his accounts : that he applied for a guard to watch his 


tent, which was not granted : that he removed the money with him 
when he went abroad in the day into the tents of officers of the army 
who were his friends : that he entreated the deputy pay-maſter-gene- 
ral to fuffer it to be lodged in the military-cheſt, which was refuſed, 
becauſe there was no room for it; and, laſtly, that the proof of the 
theft is clear and ſatisfaQory ; ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That two certain ſums of 956435 dollars, and 384411 dol- 
lars, ſtolen from capt. John Sutton, pay-maſter of the 1ſt Virginia re- 
giment, be allowed and paſſed to his credit on the ſettlement of his 
public accounts. 

On motion by the committee appointed to  ſuperintend the publica- 
tion of the journals : 

Resolved, That David C. Claypoole, be Og to print for 
Congrets. 


| . 
SATURDAY, April 10, 1779. 


A report from the board of war was read ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That the proceedings of the court-martial held at Fort- 
Pitt, on col. Steel, deputy quarter-maſter-general, be returned to the 
commander in chief; and that he be informed that the intention of 
Congreſs, by their order of the 20th of Feb. laſt, referring the ſaid 
proceedings to him, was that he ſhould finally determine thereon, or 


direct ſuch farther proceedings as he ſhould think er, 


00 GR _ 


Manpar, April 12, 1779, 


Congreſs took into conſideration a report from the committee on 
the treaſury of the 5th ; and, thereupon, 

Resolved, That the three commiſſioners for deſtroying bills of credit 
to be taken out of circulation by order of Congrels, be allowed on eve- 


A 


4 lee 


$ 


5 
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ry 100 dollars ſo deſtroyed 4½ parts of a dollar, to be equally divided 


hetween them. | | 

The following gentlemen are nominated as proper perſons to be 
appointed commiſhoners for deſtroying the bills to be taken out of 
circulation, VIZ. | 

Andrew Doz, by Mr. Paca; John Shee, by Mr. Atlee ; Hugh 
Montgomery, by Mr. Witherſpoon. 

Congreſs by general conſent proceeded to an election; and, the bal- 
lots being taken, 

Andrew Doz, John Shee and Hugh Montgomery, were eleQed. 

The committee on the treaſury brought in a report ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That the loan-office certificates which may iſſue for pri- 
zes of the 3d claſs of the lottery of the United States, ſhall bear an 
intereſt of ſix per cent. per annum, any reſolution to the contrary not- 
withſtanding. | | | 

Resolved, That the treaſurer of loans be allowed three quarters of 

of a dollar for every 100 dollars which he may receive to be de- 
ſtroyed in full compenſation of all charges for a clerk, office-rent, fire- 
wood, ſtationary and other contingent expenſes, 

On the queſtion to agree to this reſolution, the yeas and nays being 
required by Mr. Smith, 7 


New- Hampshire, Mr, Whipple ay Say 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. S. Adams, ay 


Mr. Gerry, ay 
Mr. Lovell, ay (7 
Mr. Holten, no 
Rhode-Island, ' Mr. Collins, no no 
eee W. Mr. Spencer, ay > * 
ew-York, Mr. Fay, . 
Mr. Tien, 's f divided. 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, 5 
Mr. Atlee, no * no 
Mr. Mublenberg, ay 
Delaware, Mr. Vandyke, ay pay 
Maryland, Mr. Carmichael, ay 
- Mr. Henry, ay V 
Virginia, Mr. M. Smith, no 
| Mr. R. H. Lee, ay pay 
Mr. Griffin, ay 
North-Carolina, Mr. Hill, not, 
Mr, Burke, no 


South-Carolina, Mr. Drayton, ay >ay 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 
TuEsDAY, April 13, 1779. 
A letter, of this day, from gen. Lee, was read, repreſenting that in 
2 publication of this day, there is a paragraph reſpeQing gen. Moul- 
trie's having defended Fort-Sullivan againſt his (general Lee's) judg- 
ment, which throws him into the diſagreeable alternative of either 
ſilently ſitting down under a charge which may make an impreſſion on 
5 N of the people Eat" h to his conduct and capacity, gr 

OL. V. | | | 
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of juſtifying himſelf by a publication which at this juncture may be 
inexpedient : that if Congreſs will condeſcend to appoint a committee 
to hear what he has to ſay on that ſubject, he has no doubt of making 
his conduct appear ſatisfaQory ; but it that meaſure ſhould be thought 
improper, then requeſting that they will order the letter of thanks 
with which they honoured him on the occaſion, to be re-publiſhed ; 
whereupon, 

Resolved, That the vote of thanks to major-general Lee, on account 
of his conduct on the 28th of June, 1776, be re-publiſhed ; and that 
Congreſs have no reaſon to alter their opinion of his conduct on that 
occaſion. | 
On motion by Mr. R. H. Lee, ſeconded by Mr. Laurens, 

Resolved, That the marine-committee take ſuch order, reſpeCting 
retaining the continental ſhip-yard and workmen now in their employ, 
as they ſhall think moſt conducive to the public good. 

The committee conſiſting of Mr. Armſtrong, Mr. Nelſon, Mr, 
Burke, Mr. Paca and Mr. Morris, appointed to conſider what farther 
meaſures are neceſſary for the defence of South-Carolina and Georgia, 
report, | 

10 That the ſubjects of the moſt Chriſtian king reſiding in S8. Caro. 
lina, have offered to form a corps of volunteers for the defence of the 
ſaid ſtate, to be commanded by officers of their own nation : that the 
ſaid offer is approved by the miniſter of France, and that the marquis 
of Bretigny requeſts to be appointed to the command ;” whereupon, 

Resolved, That Congreſs have a high ſenſe of the offer made by ths 
ſubje&s of his moſt Chriſtian majeſty reſiding in S. Carolina, to incor. 
porate themſelves for the defence of the ſaid ſtate, and that the ſame be 
accepted. | | 

Resolved, That the marquis of Bretigny, who from his generous 
ſacrifices, from his great ſufferings, and from his military abilities is 
entitled to the regard of the United States, appears from his military 
talents, rank and abilities, to be a proper perſon to command the ſaid 
corps, and that he be accordingly recommended to the governor of 
South-Carolina. | 

Resolved, That the ſaid corps while embodied in aQual ſervice, be 
upon continental eſtabliſhment of pay and rations. 

Resolved, That the ſtate of Virginia be requeſted to lend to the 
United States 1000 ſtand of arms, for the purpoſe of arming the forces 
deſtined for the defence of S. Carolina and Georgia ; and that the 
board of war be ordered to replace the ſame without delay. 

— 65 — 
WEDNESDAY, April 14, 1779. 

The committee appointed to confer with the joint committee of the 
legiſlature and ſupreme executive council of Pennſylvania, reported 
that the following reſolution was offered by the ſaid joint committee, 
in order that the ſenſe of Congreſs might be taken thereon, viz. 
 Kesolved, That the power granted to the executive authority of 
the ſtates in the union by the reſolve of the 21ſt of Auguſt, 1778, 
was an excluſive authority; and that the official or authoritative ex- 


erciſe thereof by any officer of the United States or other perſon, is 


derogatory and dangerous to the intereſls of the ſtates : 
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The ſame being taken into conſideration, a ſubſtitute was moved 
by Mr. G. Morris, and ſeconded by Mr. S. Adams, as follows: 

Whereas Congreſs on the 21ſt day of Auguſt laſt did reſolve, that 
when any perſons are deſirons of going within the enemy's lines, they 
ſhall apply to the executive powers of the ſtate to which they belong, 
and if the ſaid executive powers approve the motives and characters of 
the perſons applying, and ſhall be of opinion, eſpecially at ſo critical con- 
junctures as the preſent, that no danger will enſue by granting ſuch 
permiſſion, that they recommend them to the officer commanding the 
troops next to the enemy, who upon ſuch recommendation may at his 


diſcretion permit the perſons to go in. 


For the better execution of the ſaid reſolution, 

Resolved, That any officer who ſhall permit a perſon to go within 
the enemy's lines, without ſuch recommendation or the orders of the 
commander in chief or the commander of a ſeparate department, and 
ſhall thereof be duly convicted before a court-martial, ſhall thereby 
forfeit his commiſſion. | 

On the queſtion to agree to this as a ſubſtitute, the yeas and nays 
being required by Mr. Morris, 

Reſolved in the affirmative, every member anſwering ay. 

A motion was then made by Mr. Burke, ſeconded by Mr. Arm- 
ſtrong, after © or the orders,” to inſert the words “ or authority.” 

On which the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Burke, 

New- Hampshire, Mr. Whipple, 1 5 


r. Frost, no 


Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. S. Adams, wo 
no 


Mr. Lovell, no 
| | Mr. Holten, no 
Rbhode-Island, Mr. Ellery, 2 
: Mr. Collins, no ð ©? 
Connecticut, Mr. Spencer, no > * 
New-York, Mr. Fay, no 
Mr. Floyd, ay no 
Mr. Lewis, no 
New-Fersey, Mr. Fell, no > % 
Pennsylvania, Mr. J. Armstrong, ay 
Mr. Shippen, no 
Mr. Atlee, nol, 
Mr. Searle, no 
Mr. Mublenberg, no 
Mr. Wynkoop, no 
Delaware, Mr. Vandyke, no no 
Maryland, Mr. Plater, 2 5 
Mr. Henry, no 
Virginia, Mr. T. Adams, no 
Mr. F. L. Lee, no BE 
Mr. R. H. Lee, no 
Mr. Grifin, ay 
North-Carolina, Mr. Penn, ve 4 
Mr. Burke, ay 9 
South-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, no pne 


So it paſſed in the negative. 
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On the queſtion to agree to the ſubſtitute as a reſolution, 

Reſolved in the affirmative. 7 

A letter, of the 12th, from gen. Waſhington, was read, encloſing 
a letter to him from major Harnage in behalf of himſelf and capt, 
Hawker, both of the 62d Britiſh regiment, requeſting permiſſion for 
himſelf and his family, with capt. Hawker, to go by way of R. Iſland 
to N. York, and from thence by water to Frederickſburgh, or any 
town neareſt to Charlotteville, to join the troops of the convention; al{q 
encloſing the proceedings of the court-martial held by order of Con. 
greſs, upon the officers of the elaboratory and deputy quarter-maſter 
at Springheld ; whereupon, | 

Resolved, That gen. Waſhington be informed that Congreſs cannot 
agree to major Harnage and capt. Hawker's going to Virginia in the 
way propoſed and requeſted, but have no objection to their remaining 
where they are. 

Ordered, That the proceedings of the court-martial be returned to 
the commander in chief, and that he take ſuch order thereon as he 
ſhall judge proper. | 

It being repreſented to Congreſs that the general aſſembly of the 
ſtate of Maſſachuſetts-Bay, have authorized and directed the board of 
war of the ſaid ſtate to purchaſe flour and grain for the uſe of the 
inhabitants thereof, who are greatly diſtreſſed by the want of bread: 

Resolved, That it be and hereby is recommended to the executive 
powers of the ſtates of Virginia, Maryland, Delaware, Pennſylvania, 
New-Jerſey and New-York, to permit the exportation of ſuch flour 
and grain as has been or may be purchaſed within the ſaid ſtates reſ. 
pectively, under the direQion of the ſaid board of war if authorized as 
aforeſaid, | | 

A motion was made by Mr. G. Morris, and ſeconded by Mr. Burke, 
in the words following : = | 

Whereas the ſubſiſtence- money allowed to the officers of the United 
States, by a reſolution of the 2d day of June laſt, hath become inſut- 
ficient for their ſupport by the rapid encreaſe of the prices of the ne- 
ceſſaries of life ; therefore, | 
_ «© Resolved, That it be recommended to the ſeveral legiſlatures, to 
make proviſion for ſupplying the officers of their ſtates reſpectively, 
with the articles at the rates following, viz. Weſt-India rum 2ds of 
a dollar per gallon, Muſcovado ſugar at half a dollar per pound, coffee 
at half a dollar per pound, tea at one dollar and àds per pound, and 
chocolate at half a dollar per pound ; and that an agent be appointed 
to ſupply the officers not belonging to any particular ſtate at and after 
the ſame rates, at the expenſe of the United States, according to ſuch 
rules and regulations as the commander in chief ſhall frame and direct.” 

On motion of Mr. Ellery, ſeconded by Mr. S. Adams, that the con- 
ſideration thereof be poſtponed till to-morrow. 

The yeas and nays being required by Mr. G. Morris, 


New- Hampsbire, Mr. Whipple, no no 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. S. Adams, ay 
| Mr. Lovell, 2 
Mr. Gerry, ay! id 
Mr. Holten, PTD, 


Con 
ſiſting { 
ane, 
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ach ſt 
theſe L 
hon ers 
(e Iſt, 
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Rhode - IJsland, Mr. Ellery, ay | 
Mr. Collins, ay 2 
Connecticut, Mr. Spencer, ay > % 
New-York, h Mr. Fay, ay 
Mr. Duane, no 
Mr. Morris, no Sno 
Mr. Floyd, no 
Mr. Lewis, no 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, ay 
Mr. Shippen, ay 
Mr. Atlee, no 
Mr. Searle, ay (Y 


Mr. Mublenberg, ay 
Mr. Wynkoop, no 


Delaware, Mr. Vandyke, no no 
Maryland, Mr. Plater, no 
Mr. Paca, no 

Mr. Carmichael, no £79 
Mr. Henry, ay 
Virginia, Mr. T. Adams, no 
| | Mr. F. L. Lee, ay 
Mr. Smitb, ay 


Mr. R. H. Lee, no g 
Mr. Grifin, 2 | 


Mr. Nelson, no 
North-Carolina, Mr. Penn, no 9 ,, 
| Mr. Burke, no 
S2uth-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, . I 
Mr. Drayton, no) 


$ it paſſed in the negative. | 5 

After debate, on motion by Mr. Holten, ſeconded by Mr. S. Adams, 

Resolved, That it be referred to the committee appointed to con- 
fer with the commander in chief. 

Resolved, That Dr. Joleph Gardner be appointed a ſigner of the 
continental bills of credit. | 

— > — 
| THURSDAY, April 15, 1779, | 

Mr. William Sharpe, a delegate from N. Carolina, attended, and 
produced the credentials of his appointment, which were read. 

Congreſs took into conſideration the report of the committee, con- 
liſting of Mr, Whipple, Mr. Gerry, Mr. Ellery, Mr, Ellſworth, Mr. Du- 
ane, Mr. Fell, Mr. Searle, Mr. M Kean, Mr. Paca, Mr. M. Smith, 
Mr. Burke, Mr. Laurens, Mr. Langworthy, being a member from 
ach ſtate, appointed to take into conſideration the foreign affairs of 
theſe United States, and alſo the conduct of the late and preſent commil- 
hon ers of theſe ſtates, wherein the committee report, 

* 1ſt, That it appears to them that Dr. Franklin is plenipotentiary for 
eſe fates at the court of France, Dr. A. Lee, commiſſioner for the 
ourt of Spain, Mr. William Lee, commiſſioner for the courts of Vien- 
a and Berlin, Mr. R. Izard, commiſſioner for the court of Tuſcany : 
hat Mr. J. Adams was appointed one of the commiſlioners at the 
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court of France in the\iplace of Mr. Deane, who had been appoint 
a joint commiſſioner with Dr. Franklin and Dr. A. Lee, but that the 
ſaid commiſſion of Mr. Adams is ſuperceded by the plenipotentiary con, 
miſſion to Dr. Franklin. | 

2d. That it is the opinion of the committee that miniſters ple nipoteg. 
tiary for theſe ſtates are only neceſſary for the preſent at the courts 
Verſailles and Madrid, 

3d. That in the courſe of their examination and enquiry, they find 
many complaints againſt the ſaid commiſſioners, and the political and 
commercial agency. of Mr. Deane, which complaints, with the evidence 
in ſupport thereof, are herewith delivered, and to which the commit. 
tee beg leave to refer. | 

4th. That ſuſpicions and animoſities have ariſen among the ſaid con. 
miſhoners, which may be higly prejudicial to the honor aud intereſts of 
theſe United States. 

5th. That the appointments of the ſaid commiſſioners be vacated, 
and that new appointments be made, 

6th. That there be but one plenipotentiary miniſter or commiſſioner 
for theſe United States at a foreign court. 

7th. That no plenipotentiary miniſter or commiſſioner for theſe 
United States, while he acts as ſuch, ſhall exerciſe any other public 
office. | 

8th. That no perſon be appointed plenipotentiary miniſter or com. 
miſſioner for theſe United States who is not a citizen thereof, and whg 
has not a fixed and permanent intereſt therein. 

9th. That fit and proper perſons be appointed to ſettle and adjuſt 
Mr. Deane's public accounts, and the public accounts of all other per- 
ſons who have tranſacted the commercial affairs of theſe ſtates in France, 

10th. That each of the plenipotentiaries, miniſters and commiſſon- 
ers who now is, or has been, or may be appointed, be allowed at the 
rate of per annum.” | | 

The houſe having on former days, when the report was under debate, 
agreed to the firſt and ſecond articles thereof; and having alſo read 
the third article and the papers therin referred to, a motion was this 
day made by Mr. G. Morris, and ſeconded by Mr. Drayton, 

„That the members of this houſe who may have any papers or evi. 
dence in their poſſeſſion relative to the ſaid report, do lay the ſame upon 
the table, | 

On the queſtion put, reſolved in the affirmative. 

Congreſs proceeded to conſider the fourth article in the report, 
when a motion was made by Mr. Smith, and ſeconded by Mr, Carmi 
chael, to ſtrike out the words“ which may be.” 

FRripar, April 16, 1779. 

The committee on the poſt-office having conferred with the pol 
maſter and other principal officers of that department, report, 

That it will be proper to ſupply the poſt-maſter-general immediate- 
ly with 69674 dollars, to pay the debts due from the poſt-office for the 
quarter ending the 5th of this month : 

That it will be proper to advance to the poſt-maſter on account, the 
further ſum of 5000 dollars, for the accruing expenſes of his depart- 
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nent, to the end that, dealing with ready money he may be enabled to 
make the beſt bargains for the public : 

That the preſent rate of poſtage be doubled: 

That the annual ſalary of the poſt-maſter-general for the future be 
2000 dollars per annum: 

That the ſurveyor's pay be encreaſed from ſix dollars to 12 dollars 

r day each: 

That the comptroller's ſalary be encreaſed from 340 dollars to 680 
dollars per annum : 

Resolved, That Congreſs agree to the ſaid report. 

——— — | 
SATURDAY, April 17, 1779. 

The delegates of South-Carolina, to whom was referred the letter 
of the 7th of March, from major-general Lincoln, brought in a re- 
port, which was taken into confideration, and thereupon Congreſs came 
to the following reſolution : 

Whereas it appears from the report of the committee appointed to 
confer with major Mead, aid-de-camp to major-general Lincoln, com- 
manding-officer in the ſouthern-department, that he is in ſuch an ill 
fate of health as that his continuing longer in that warm climate may 
endanger his life: : | 

Resolved, That the ſaid major-general Lincoln be permitted to re- 
tire from the command of the ſouthern- army, and join the army under 
gen. Waſhington, that the public may avail itſelf of his ſervices in a 
climate more ſuitable to his conſtitution when his health will admit of it. 

Resolved, That ſo much of the ſaid report as relates to the promo- 
tion of brigadiers to the rank of major-general, be referred to the board 
of war, 

The board of war, to whom was re-committed their report of the 
12th, brought in a farther report; whereupon, 8 

Resolved, That the commander in chief be authorized and directed 
to take ſuch meaſures for enliſting a competent number of waggoners, 
to continue in ſervice for nine months or during the enſuing campaign, 
3s ſhall by him be deemed moſt efficacious and proper: 

That the waggoners ſo enliſted ſhall receive a ſum not exceeding 
40 dollars per month, and a ſuit of clothes as a bounty : 

That ſuch regulations fhall be eſtabliſhed by the quarter-maſter-ge- 
xeral for the conduct, muſtering and paying of the {aid corps of wag- 
2 5 all be judged expedient and approved of by the commander 
In chief: 

That all regulations made in virtue hereof, and the numbers of wag- 
goners enliſted, be, from time to time, returned and reported by the 
quarter-maſter-general to the board of war. 

Resolved, That the act of Congreſs of the 16th of March, on the 
ſubject of enliſting waggoners be, and the ſame is hereby repealed. 

Lhe following motion was made by the delegates of the ſtate of 
Rhode-Tfland : | | | 

* Whereas the delegates of the ſtate of Rhode-Iſland and Providence 
lantations have, in purſuance of a direction from ſaid ſtate, repreſen- 
ted to Congreſs that the legiſlature thereof have found it abſolutely 
Kcellary to endeavour to raiſe a brigade of 1500 men, officers inclu- 
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ded, for one year, for the common defence of that and the United 
States, and have accordingly offered a bounty of £4.45, the ſame clo. 
thing allowed continental troops, and an addition of fix pounds yer 
month to their wages, for their better ſubſiſtence : and have requeſted 
that the ſame ſhould be furniſhed and defrayed by the continent, 

Resolved, That Congreſs approve the raiſing of a brigade of 1509 
men by the ſtate of Rhode-Iſland and Providence Plantations, for thy 
common defence of that and the United States, for the ſpace of one 
year, upon the conditions ſet forth in the ſaid repreſentation ; and that 
the bounty, pay, clothing and ſubſiſtence of ſaid brigade, ſhall be ſup. 
plied and furniſhed at continental expenſe,” | 

A motion was made by Mr. Morris, ſeconded by Mr. Henry, that 
the ſame be committed. 

Queſtion put, paſſed in the negative. 

A motion was then made by Mr. Morris, ſeconded by Mr. Henry, 
that the conſideration thereof be poſtponed. | 

After debate it was moved by Mr. Morris, and ſeconded by Mr, 
Smith, to add to the motion for poſtponing the following words, “ un. 
til the ſenſe of the commander in chief can be had thereon,” 

On which the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Ellery, 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Whipple, 


Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. S. Adams, no 
Mr. Lovell, no > no 
| Mr. Holten, 4 | 
Rhode-Island, Mr. Ellery, no 
Mr. Collins, _- 5 
Connecticut, Mr. Spencer, no > * 
New-York, Mr. Fay, ay 
| Mr. Morris, 4 2 
Neu- Jersey, Mr. Vitberspoon, no? „ 
7 90 Mr. Fell, 5 oz divided. 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Shippen, no 
Mr. Mublenberg, os 9 
Delaware, Mr. Vandy le, no Sno 
Maryland, | Mr. Hater, a 3 
| a Mr. 3 25 divided. 
Virginia, Mr. M. Smith, ay 
Mr. R. H. Lee, ar 
Mr. Grifin, no 
Nortb- Carolina, Mr. Penn, ay 
Mr. Burke, no > no 
Mr. Sharpe, no 
South-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, no? 
Mr. Drayton, of aps 


o it paſſed in the negative. 
On the queſtion for poſtponing, the yeas and nays being required by 
Mr, Ellery, 


New- Hampsbire, Mr. Whipple, no >no 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. S. Adams, no 
Mr. Lovell, no >no 
Mr. Holten, A: 
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Nhode-Island, Mr. Ellery, no 
Mr. Collins, = 4 
Connecticut, Mr. Spencer, no > % 
New-York, Mr. Jay, ay 
Mr. Morris, 2 0 
New - Jersey, Mr. Withersþoon, no ; 
JET Mr. Fell, PRs #7 © divided: 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Shippen, not „ 
5 Mr. Mublenberg, on - 
Delaware, Mr. Vandyke, no ne 
Maryland, Mr. Plater, ay 
Mr. Carmichael, ay Cay 
Mr. Henry, 5 
Virginia, Mr. M. Smith, ay 
Mr. R. H. Lee, no 
Mr. Grifjin, * ay 2 
Mr. Nelson, ay 
Vortb-Carolina, Mr. Penn, ay 
| Mr. Burke, no no 
Mr. Sharpe, wh 
South-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, n 
Mr. Drayton, 0 


So it paſſed in the negative. | 

A motion was made by Mr. Burke, and ſeconded by Mr. S. Adams, 
to ſtrike out the words, upon the conditions ſet forth in the ſaid re- 
preſentation, and that the bounty, pay, clothing and ſubſiſtence of the 
laid brigade ſhall be ſupplied and furniſhed at continental expenſe;“ 
and in lieu thereof to inſert, * to be entitled to continental pay, clo- 
thing and ſubſiſtence, and a bounty not exceeding 200 dollars for eve- 
ry non-commiſhioned officer and ſoldier, 

When the queſtion was about to be put, ſhall the words moved to be 
ruck out ſtand ? | 

The determination thereof was poſtponed by the ſtate of N. York. 

;  Monpar, April 19, 1779. 

A letter, of the 16th, from capt. Stoddard, was read, defiring leave 
to reign his commiſſion: 

Resolved, That his reſignation be accepted. 

A memorial from the chevalier Sureau du Vivier, was read, repre- 
lenting that he had been nominated by the general aſſembly of North- 
Carolina, major of a French regiment propoſed to be raifed in that ſtate, 
and commanded by col. Chariol : that the impoſſibility of procuring 
men to enliſt induced the ſaid aſſembly to diſfolve the regiment : that 
the goyernor, well fatisſicd with his conduct, gave him a recommen=- 
ation to the honourable Congreſs to be employed as major in the con- 
mental army: that having expended his money he returned to Gua- 
@ioupe for a freſh ſupply, and is now returned, and praying that he 
* continued a major in the continental army, or have an allowance 
Yr his expenſes, and a brevet of licut-nant-colonel : 

. 3 by Mr. Morris, ſeconded by Mr. Burke, 

L. V. | 


* 


5 S nate 
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Resolved, That the chevalier Sureau du Vivier be informed that 
Congreſs cannot agree to his requeſt, 


A letter, of the 2d, from major-general Schuyler, was read, reney. 


ing his requeſt for leave to reſign : 

On motion by Mr. S. Adams, ſeconded by Mr. Witherſpoon, 

Resolved, That his requeſt be complied with. 

A letter, of the 15th, from the board of war, was read; whereupor 

Resolved, That whenſoever a colonel in the army of the United 
States, ſhall command a brigade of the troops of theſe ſtates in the 
abſence of a brigadier, he ſhall be permitted to draw fix rations in ad. 
dition to the one he draws as colonel, in conlideration of the extra ex. 
penſe he is ſubjected to by ſuch command. 

The determination of the queſtion which was on Saturday poſtponed 
in right of a ſtate, was called for: 

On motion of Mr. G. Morris, feconded by Mr. S. Adams, 

Resolved, That when a queſtion is poſtponed in right of a ſtate, it 
mall be put at the next meeting of the houſe immediately after go. 
ing through the public diſpatches, without debate, provided ſuch meet- 
ing ſhall not be on the ſame day. 

The queſtion being put, ſhall the words moved to be ſtruck out ſtand] 

Paſſed in tie negative 

A motion was made to amend the amendment propoſed to be in. 
ſerted, by ſtriking out the words “ 200,” 

Queſtion put, ſhall theſe words ſtand ? 

Paſſed in the negative. | 

On motion of Mr. S. Adams, ſeconded by Mr. Whipple, to inſert 
« 150 dollars ;” the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Morris, 


New-Hampsbire, Mr. Whipple, ay >ay 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. S. Adams, 29 
Mr. Gerry, no 
Mr. Lovell, ay 9 
Mr. Holten, ay 
Rhode-Tsland, Mr. Ellery, ay 
| Mr. Collins, 21 * 
Connecticut, Mr. Spencer, ay > * 
New-York, Mr. Jay, no) 
Mr. Duane, no| 
Mr. G. Morris, no P 
Mr. Lewis, no | 
New. Jersey, Mr. Withersþoon, @ 
: Mr. Fell, 28 4 divided. 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, no” 
Mr. Atlee, 710 
Mr. Searle, ay = 
| Mr. Mublenberg, no 
Maryland, Mr. Plater, no 
Mr. Carmichael, oo _ 
Virginia, Mr. T. Adams, ay 
Mr. M. Smith, no „: 
Mr. Grifin, no e. 
Mr. Nelson, ay 
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; North-Carolina, Mr. Burke, 47 | 
Mr. Shurpe, ay od 
South-Carolina, Mr, Laurens, ay pay 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. | 

On the queſtion to agree to the amendment as amended, 

Reſolved in the affirmative, , 

A motion was made by Mr. Morris, and ſeconded by Mr. Smith, te 


| amend the main queſtion farther, by ſtriking out the words, © that 


Congreſs approve the raiſing of a brigade of 1500 men by the ſtate of 
R. Iſland and Providence Plantations ;” and in lieu thereof to inſert, 
« that the men who may be raiſed by the ſtate of R. Iſland, in addition 
to their quota of continental troops, to ſerve.” 

On the queſtion, ſhall the words moved to be ſtruck out ſtand ? the 
yeas and nays being required by Mr, Morris, 


New- Hampsbire, Mr. Whipple, 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. S. Adams, ay 


Mr. Gerry, ay 
Mr. Lovell, ay * 
i | Mr. Holten, ay 
Rbode-Island, Mr. Ellery, ay 
Mr. Colli ns, 4528 
Connecticut, Mr. Spencer, ay > @ 
New-York, Mr. Fay, no 
Mr. Duane, nol. 
Mr. Morris, no £® 
Mr. Leuis, no 
New-Fersey, Mr. Withersþpoon, no 
1 Mr. Fell, 6 | wt 95 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, ay) 
Mr. Atlee, 10 Aided. 
Mr. Searle, ay 9 
_ Mublenberg, no 
Maryland, Mr. Plater, a We 
| 9 Mr. Carmichael, ve Aran 
Virginia, Mr. T. Adams, no) 
Mr. Smith, 10 
Mr. Griffin, po 
Mr. Nelson, no 
North-Carolina, Mr. Burke, ot 8 
Mr. Sharpe, oY 
South-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, ay >ay 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 


Another amendment was moved by Mr. G. Morris, ſeconded by 
5 Dave, to add to the main queſtion as amended, the following 
Words: | 

* Upon condition that no farther or other wages be allowed to the 


ſaid men by the ſaid {tate than what is paid to other the continental 
troops.“ | | | | 


| TuESDAY, April 20, 1779. | 
A motion was made by Mr. Drayton, ſeconded by Mr, G. Morris, 
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That the houſe proceed to the order of the da 
the committee of 13 upon foreign affairs: 
And upon the queſtion, the yeas and nays being required by M. 
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Drayton, 


Reſolved in the affirmative, 
| Thereupon Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of the amendmey 
moved on the 4th article of the report; and on the queſtion, mall the 


words “ which may be,” ſtand part of the report? 


The yeas and nays being required by Mr. Drayton, 


So it paſſed in the negative, and the words were ſtruck out. 

A diviſion was then called for by Mr. Gerry, and that the firſt que 
tion be to agree to the firſt part of the 4th article, viz. “ that ſuſpicion 

and animoſities have ariſen among the ſaid commiſſioners.“ 
A motion was then made by Mr. Duane, ſeconded by Mr. Gerry," 
amend the clauſe by ſtriking out the word, “ ſaid ;” and in lieu ther 


New-Hampsbire, 


Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rbode-Island, 


Connecticut, 


New-York, 


New-Tersey, 


 Pennsylvania, 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


Fortb-Carolina, 


South-Carolina, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


ef inſerting“ late and preſent.” 


On the queſtion put, reſolved in the affirmative, 


Spencer, 


Whipple, 
S, Adams, 
Gerry, 
Lovell, 
Holten, 
Ellery, 
Collins, 


Jay, 

Duane, 
Morris, 
Floyd, 
Lewis, 

Fell, 

J. Armstrong, 
Shippen, 
Atiee, - 
Searle, 
Mublenberg, 
IV pnkoop, 
Plater, 
Paca, 
Carmichael, 
T. Adams, 
Smith, 

N. H. Lee, 
Griffin, 
Nelson, 
Penn, 

Hill, 
Burke, 
Sharpe, 
Laurens, 


Drayton, 


8 


y upon the report gf 


no no 
ww] 
no 


no ne 
no 


1 
= þ divided. 
no 

nol] 

no n 
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of A motion was made by Mr, Gerry, ſeconded by Mr. Muhlenberg, 
before the words © late and preſent,” to inſert “ ſome of.“ 

N On the queſtion put, the ſtates were equally divided, and the amend- 

ment was loſt. 

A motion was made by Mr. R. H. Lee, ſeconded by Mr. Elle ry, 
that the conſideration of the 4th article be poſtponed until the 5th ar- 
ticle is conſidered and determined on : 

Queſtion put, the ſtates were equally divided, 

A motion was made by Mr. Duane, ſeconded by Mr. Morris, to add 
the names of the commiſhoners, taking the ſenſe of the houſe on each 


So it was reſolved in the affrm 


name to be added : t 
On the queſtion, ſhall the names be added ? 
Reſolved in the affirmative, 
On the queſtion, ſhall Dr. B. Franklin's name be inſerted ? 
Reſolved in the affirmative. | 
On the queſtion, ſhall Mr. Silas Deane's name be added? 
The yeas and nays being required by Mr. Smith, 


ative. 


New-Hampsbire, Mr. Whipple, ay bay 
MHassachusetts-Bay, Mr. S. Adams, ay) 
Mr. Gerry, ay 
Mr. Lovell, ay YJ 
Mr. Holten, ay 
Rhode-Tsland, Mr. Ellery, no 
Mr. Collins, no N * 
Connecticut, Mr. Spencer, 4 > » 
New-York, Mr. 7ay, ay 
Mr. Duane, a 
Mr. Morris, a, Nay 
Mr. Floyd, "77 
Mr. Lewis, ay 
Fennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, ay 
Mr. Shippen, ay 
Mr. Atlee, ay 
Mr. Searle, no P 
Mr. Mublenberg, ay 
Mr. Wynkoop, ay 
Maryland, Mr. Flater, ar 
Mr. Paca, 2 
| Mr. Carmichael, a; 
Virginia, Mr. T. Adams, ay 
Mr. Smith, ay 
Mr. K. H. Lee, ay Cay 
Mr. Gr:ifiin, ay 
Mr. Nelson, ay 
North-Carolina, Mr. Penn, ay 
Mr, Hill, a) (_ 
Mr. Burke, ay OY 
Mr. Sharpe, ay] 
Soutꝰ- Carolina, Mr. Laurens, 55 
Mr. Drayton, ay * 
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On the queſtion, ſhall Mr. Arthur Lee's name be added? 
The yeas and nays being required by Mr. Smith, 


New- Hampsbire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Island, 


Connecticut, 


New-York, 


Pennsylvanie, 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


North-Carolina, 


Sout-Carolina, 


Mr. 


| Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr, 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr, 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Whipple, 
S. Adams, 
Gerry, 
Lovell, 
Holten, 
Ellery, 
Collins, 
Spencer 
Jay, 
Duane, 
Morris, 
Floyd, 
Armstrong, 
Shippen, 
Atlec, 
Searle, 
Mublenberg, 
Wynkoop, 
Plater, 
Paca, 
Carmichael, 
T. Adams, 
Smith, 

R. H. Lee, 
Griffin, 
Nelson, 
Penn, 

Hill, 
Burke, 
Sharpe, 
Laurens, 
Drayton, 


So it was refolved in the affirmative. 
On the queſtion, ſhall Mr. Ralph Izard's name be added? 
The yeas and nays being required by Mr. Smith, 


New- Hampshire, 
Massacbusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Tsland, 


Connecticut, 


New-York, 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Whipple, 
S. Adams, 
Gerry, 
Lovell, 
Holten, 


Ellery, 
Collins, 


Spencer, 
Jay, 


Duane, 


Morris, 


Floyd, 


ay gay 
ay 

ay 

ay ao 
ay 

pag: divided. 
ay 

ay > x 
ay 

ay 

ay (Y 
ay 


3s 


QeEeee 


© divided. 


ay 


2 © 
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Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, ay 
Mr, Shippen, ay 
Mr. Atlee, ay 
Mr. Searle, no £Y 
Mr. Mublenberg, ay 
Mr. Wynkoop, ay 
Maryland, Mr. Plater, ay 
Mr. Paca, 5 
Mr. Carmichael, ay 
Virginia, Mr. T. Adams, ay 
Mr. Smith, ay 
Mr. R. H. Lee, ay >ay 
Mr. Griffin, ay 
Mr. Nelson, ay 
North-Carolina, Mr. Penn, ay 
Mr. Hill, ay 
Mr. Burke, ay * 
Mr. Sharpe, ay 
South-Caroling, Mr. Laurens, ay 
Mr. Drayton, 35 * 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative, 
On the queſtion, ſhall Mr. William Lee's name be added ? 
The yeas and nays being required by Mr. Smith, 


New. Hampshire, Mr. |#5ipble, ay pay 
 Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. S. Adams, ay 


Mr. Gerry, ay 

Mr. Lovell, ay xd 

Mr. Holten, ay 
Rhode-Island, Mr. Ellery, 3 IP 

Mr. Collins, ot divided, 
Connecticut, Mr. Spencer, ay > ® 
New-York, Mr. Fay, ay 

Mr. Duane, ay 

Mr. Morris, ay od 

Mr. Floyd, ay 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, 2? . 

| Mr. Shippen, ay 

Mr. Atlee, ay 

Mr. Searle, no (9 

Mr. Mublenberg, ay 

Mr. Wynkhoop, ay 
Maryland, Mr. Plater, ay 

Mr. Paca, _ 54 

Mr. Carmichael, ay. 
Firginia, Mr. T. Adams, ay 

Mr. Smith, ay 

Mr. KR. Hl. Lee, ay pay 

Mr. Griſin, ay 


Mr. Netson, ay 
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North-Carolina, Mr. Penn, a7 
Mr. Hi, ay 
Mr. Burke, ay 2 
Mr. Sharpe, ay 

South-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, ay : 
Mr. Drayton, vt 2 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. | 
On the queſtion, ſhall Mr. John Adams's name be added: 
The yeas and nays being required by Mr. Smith, 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Whipple, ay Say 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. S. Adams, ay 
Mr. Gerry, U 5 
Mr. e ay vided, 
Mr. Holten, no 
Rbode- Island, Mr. Ellery, 
Mr. Collins, 71 divided. 
Connecticut, Mr. Spencer, ay > * 
New-York, Mr. Fay, no} 
Mr. Duane, no | 
Mr. G. Morris, or” 
Mr. Floyd, no 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, ay} 
Mr. Shippen, ay 
Mr. Atlee, no 
Mr. Searle, no £9 
Mr. Mublenberg, no 
Mr. Wynkoop, no 
Maryland, Mr. Plater, ay 
Mr. Paca, 5 bo 
Mr. Carmichael, ay 
Virginia, Mr. T. Adams, ay 
| Mr. Smith, ay 
Mr. R. H. Lee, 16 
Mr. Griffin, no 
Mr. Nelson, no 
North-Carolina, Mr. Penn, no 
Mr Hill, Al 
Mr. Burke, no P 
Mr. Sharpe, no 
Sguth-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, no 
Ir. Drayton, 4 15 


So it paſſed in the negative. 

The firſt clauſe being amended ſo as to read, 

That ſuſpicions and animoſities have ariſen among the late and pre- 
fent commiſſioners, namely, Dr. Benjamin Franklin, Mr. Silas Deane, 
Mr. Arthur Lee, Mr. Ralph Izard and Mr. William Lee: and the 
cueſtion being ready to be put, the previous queſtion was moved by 
Mr. S. Adams, and ſeconded by Mr. Lovell, 

That the queſtion be not now put; on which the yeas and nays being 
required by Mr, Drayton, 


New-Hampsbire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rbode-Tsland, 


Connecticut, 


New-York, 


Pennsylvania, 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


Nortb-Carolina, 


Soutb-Carolina, 
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Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


So it paſſed in the negative. | | 
The queſtion being then put to agree to the firſt clauſe as amended, 
and the yeas and nays being required by Mr, Drayton, 


New- Hampshire, 
Massacbusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Island, | 


Connecticut, 


New-York, 


Wes V. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Whipple, 
S. Adams, 
Gerry, 
Lovell, 
Holten, 
Ellery, 
Collins, 
Spencer, 
Jay, 
Duane, 
Morris, 


Floyd, 


Armstrong, 
Sippen, 
Atlee, 
Searle, 
Mublenberg, 
Wynkoop, 
Plater, 
Paca, 


Carmichael, 


T. Adams, 
Smith, 

R. H. Lee, 
Griffin, 
Nelson, 
Penn, 

Hill, 
Burke, 
Sharpe, 
Laurens, 


Drayton, 


Whipple, 
S. Adams, 
Gerry, 
Lovell, 
Holten, 
Ellery, 
Collins, 
Spencer, 
Jay, 
Duane, 
Morris, 
Floyd, 

R 


ay a 

ay 

no ivided. 
ay 

no 
2 divided. 
No 

ay > ® 

no 

no no 

no 

no 


ay 

ay 

no 2 
ay * 
ay 

no 

no 

no 10 
no 


no 
no no 
no 

no 


2 divided. 


no 
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Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, n 
| Shippen, a 
Mr. Atlee, ay 
Mr. Searle, 2 
Mr. Mublenberg, ay 
Mr. Wynkoop, a 
Maryland, Mr. Plater, ay 
Mr. Paca, ay 
| Mr. Carmichael, ay 
Virginia, Mr. T. Adams, ay 
Mr. M. Smith, ay 

Mr. R. H. Lee, ay pay 
Mr. Griffin, a 
Mr. Nelson, ay 
North-Carolina, Mr. Penn, ay 
Mr. Hill, ay 

Mr. Burke, ay * 
| 5 Mr. Sharpe, ay 

South-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, 


Mr. Drayton, 


Zo it was reſolved in the affirmative, 
The queſtion was then put, to agree to the ſecond clauſe, on whici 


the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Drayton, 


New- Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rbode-Island, 
New-York, 


Pennsylvania, 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Whipple, 
S. Adams, 
Gerry, 
Lovell, 
Holten, 
Ellery, 
Collins, 
Jay, 
Duane, 
Morris, 
Floyd, 
Armstrong, 
Shippen, 
Atlee, 


. Searle, 


Mublenberg, 


Wynkoop, 
Plater, 
Paca, 


Carmichael, 


T. Adams, 
M. Smith, 
R. H. Lee, 


Erin, 


Nelson, 


no ne 


No 
a * * 

* ivided, 
no | 


no 3 
55 divided. 
5 ay 


I 
1 


North-Carolina, 


Soutb-Carolina, 


So it was reſblved, 
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Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Penn, 
Hill, 
Burke, 
Sharpe, 


Laurens, 


Drayton, 
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ay 
© 
ay 
oy 


pd divided. 
ay 


o 


That ſuſpicions and animoſities have ariſen among the late and pre- 
ſent commiſſioners, namely, Dr, B. Franklin, Mr. Silas Deane, Mr. 
Arthur Lee, Mr. Ralph Izard and Mr. William Lee, highly preju- 
dicial to the honor and intereſt of theſe United States. 


—— 622 


WrpyspDar, April 21, 1779. 
Congreſs proceeded to conſider the 5th article of the report of 13 on 


foreign affairs, 


On motion of Mr. Ellery, and ſeconded by Mr. Henry, 
Resolved, That the names of the miniſters therein referred to be re- 
peated, and the queſtion taken on each individually, 


— • OD — 


Tuuks Dar, April 22, 1779. 

The committee on the treaſury reported, that according to the orde v 
of the houſe, they have had the reports of the board relative to finance 
printed for the uſe of the members ; and that in the opinion of the 
board the public buſineſs cannot be conducted under the preſent ar- 
rangement of the treaſury, and that it is neceſſary the reports now 
ſubmitted be taken into conſideration as ſoon as poſſible. 

On motion of Mr. Smith, ſeconded by Mr. Drayton, 

Resolved, That Congreſs proceed in the order of the day on the re- 


port of the committee of 13 upon foreign affairs. 


Congreſs reſumed the conlideration of the 5th article in the report 
of 13 on foreign affairs, and according to the order of yeſterday, the 
brit queſtion debated was, ſhall Dr. B. Franklin, miniſter plenipotentiary 
at the court of France, be recalled ? when the queſtion was about to 
be put, the previous queſtion was moved by Mr. Morris, and ſeconded 


by Mr. Drayton. 


On which the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Laurens, 


New- Hampsbire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rbode-Tsland, 


Connecticut, 


New-York, 


New-Fersey, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Whipple, 
S. Adams, 


Gerry, 
Lovell, 
Holten, 
Ellery, 
Collins, 
Spencer, 
Jay, 
Duane, 
Morris, 
Floyd, 
Lewis, 


Fell, 


= divided. 
no > n 

ay 

ay 

ay pay 

ay 

no 

ay > » 


Pennsylvania, 


Delarvare, 
Maryland, 


Virginia, 


Nortb- Carolina, 


South-Caroli na, 


 New- Hampsbire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-1sland, 


Connecticut, 


New-York, 


New-Fersey, 
N Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr, 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr, 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Armstrong, 
Shippen, 
Atlee, 
Searle, 
Mublenberg, 
Wynkoop, 
M* Kean, 
Plater, 
Paca, 
Carmichael, 
Henry, 

T. Adams, 
Smith, 

R. H. Lee, 
Griffin, 
Nelson, 
Penn, 
Burke, 
Shurpe, 
Laurens, 


Drayton, 


Whipple, 
S. Adams, 
Gerry, 
Lovell, 
Holten, 
Ellery, 
Collins, 
Spencer, 


Jay, 


Duane, 
6. Morris, 
Floyd, 


. Lewis, 


Fell, 


Armstrong, 


's Shippen, 


Atlee, 
Searle, 


Mublenberg, 


Wynkoop, 
M+< Kean, 
Plater, 
Paca, 
Carmichael, 


Henry, 
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ay 

10 no 
ay 
no 


ivided. 
no n 


929 


n divided. 


So the previous queſtion being loſt, the main queſtion was put; ot 
which the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Smith, 
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Virginia, Mr. T. Adams, no 
Mr. Smitb, ay 
Mr. R. H. Lee, no Fay 
Mr. Griffin, ay 
Mr. Nelson, ay 
North-Carolina, Mr. Penn, ay 
Mr. Burke, 5 
Mr. Sharpe, no 
Sguth-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, no 
Mr. Drayton, _ as 


So it paſſed in the negative. 

— 7 ͤ— 
Fripar, April 23, 1779. 

Mr. Dickinſon, a delegate for Delaware, attended, and took his 
feat in Congreſs. 

The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Ellery, Mr. Fell and Mr. Lau- 
rens, to whom a memorial of ſundry inhabitants of Bermudas was re- 
ferred, report as follows : 

66 That they have examined the ſaid memorial, and converſed with 
capt. Albouy, the bearer thereof: 

That it appears to your committee that the inhabitants of Bermuda 
are in deep diſtreſs for want of proviſions : that the Virginia and Ga- 
latea ſhips of war are ſtationed at Bermuda: that it is garriſoned by Bri- 
tiſh ſoldiers ; and that it is not altogether certain that any proviſions 
capt. Albouy may be permitted to export will go to the relief of the 
Bermudians ; therefore the committee are of opinion, 

That ſo long as Bermuda ſhall continue to be guarded by Britiſh 
ſhips and garriſoned by Britiſh ſoldiers, how powerfully ſoever huma- 
nity may plead in their behalf, and the diſpoſition of Congreſs incline 
them to relieve the diſtreſſes of Bermuda, yet ſound policy and the du- 
ty they owe to their conſtituents, will conſtrain them to refuſe a com- 
pliance with the requeſt of the memorialiſts.“ | 

On the queſtion to agree to the report of the committee, the yeas 
and nays being required by Mr. Jay, 


New-Hampsbire, Mr. Whipple, ay Cay 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. S. Adams, ay 
Mr. Gerry, ay ay 
| Mr. Lovell, no 
Ryode-Tsland, Mr. Ellery, 2 5 8 
Mr. Collins, ay 7 
Connecticut, Mr. Spencer, ay > * 
New-York, Mr. Jay, ad 
Mr. Duane, 2 
Mr. G. Morris, ay | * 
Mr. Lewis, ay 
New: " rey, Mr. Fell, ay > # 
Pennoylvania, Mr. Armstrong, no 
Mr. Atlee, no 
Mr. Searle, no >19 
Mr. Muhlenberg, no 
Mr. Wrnkoop, no 
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Delaware, Mr. Dickinson, no >ne 
Maryland, Mr. Plater, no 

Mr. Paca, no 
Mr. Carmichael, no hs 
Mr. Henry, ay 
Virginia, Mr. T. Adams, no 
Mr. M. Smitb, no ne 
Mr. R. H. Lee, no 
North-Carolina, Mr, Penn, ot 3 
Mr. Sharpe, ay 7 
South-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, - 1 
Mr. Drayton, no 


So the ſtates were equally divided. 

Ordered, That the report, with the memorial, be recommitted. 

The committee, conſiſting of Mr. G. Morris, Mr. Whipple, Mr, 
Armſtrong, appointed to ſuperintend the commiſſfary's and quarter. 
maſter's departments, to whom was referred the letter of the 22d fron 
general Greene, quarter-maſter-general, brought in a report; where. 
mpon, | | | 
| n That the quarter-maſter-general be empowered and direc. 
ted to employ fo many waggoners as ſhall be neceſſary for the uſe d 
the army, upon the beſt terms on which they can be obtained, provi- 
ded ſuch terms are approved by the commander in chief, 

Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of the reſolution moved by the 
delegates of R. Iſland, and in lieu of the amendment moved by Mr. 
Morris and Mr. Duane, viz. upon condition that no farther or other 
wages be allowed to the ſaid men by the ſaid ſtate, than what 1s paid 
to other the continental troops :” | 

A ſubſtitute was moved by Mr. Burke, and ſeconded by Mr. Why: 
ple, in the following words : 

Provided that the ſaid ſtate ſhall not augment the pay of the of- 
bcers and ſoldiers of the ſaid brigade, beyond the pay allowed to off 
cers and ſoldiers in the continental army.” | 

On the queſtion to adopt the ſubſtitute in lieu of the amendment, tht 
yeas and nays being required by Mr. Morris, 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Whipple, 2h 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. S. Adams, ay 
Mr. Lovell, ay pap 
Mr. Holten, ay 
Rbode-Island, Mr. Ellery, 325 
Mr. Collins, Gy ay 
Connecticut, Mr. Spencer, ay > * 
New-York, Mr. Jay, 10 
| | Mr. Morris, mw * 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, no 
Mr. Atlee, no 
Mr. Mublenberg, no ** 
Mr. Wyncoop, ay 
Delaware, Mr. Dickinson, no cn 


{ 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


Worth-Carolina, 


South-Carolina, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


$ it paſſed in the negative. 

A motion was made by Mr. Morris, ſeconded by Mr. Smith, to 
amend the amendment, by inſerting after“ ſtate,” theſe words, whe- 
ther by the name of pay, wages or ſubſiſtence, or in any other manner.” 


On which the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Morris, 


Mr. Whipple, 
8. Adams, 
Mr. Lovell, 
Holten, 
Ellery, 
Collins, 
Spencer, 
Jay, 
Morris, 
Armstrong, 
Atlee, 
Mublenberg, 
Wynkoop, 
Dickinson, 
Plater, 
Paca, 
Henry, 
T. Adams, 
M. Smith, 
NR. H. Lee, 
Burke, 
Sharpe, 
Laurens, 


Drayton, 


New-Humpsbire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rbode-1sland, 


Connecticut, 


New-York, 


Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 


Virginia, 


North-Carolina, 


Soutb-Carolina, 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


So it paſſed in the negative. 
On the queſtion to agree to the amendment, the yeas and nays being 


tequired by Mr. Morris, 


New-Hampsbire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rbode-Tsland, 


Connecticut, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
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Plater, 
Paca, 


Henry, 


T. Adams, 


Smith, 


R. H. Lee, 


Burke, 
Sharpe, 


Laurens, 
Drayton, 


Whipple, 
S. Adams, 


Lovell, 


Holten, 


Ellery, 
Collins, 


Spencer, 


divided. 


oY 


Jos 
a7 
. 
4 
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New-York, 


Pennsyleania, 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 


Virgima, 


Nortb-Carolina, 


South-Carolina, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Jay, 
Morris, 
Armstrong, 
Atlee, 
Mublenberg, 
Wynkoop, 
Dickinson, 
Plater, 
Paca, 
Henry, 

TS. Adams, 
Smith, 

R. H. Lee, 
Burke, 
Sharpe, 
Laurens, 


Drayton, 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 


A motion was made by Mr. Morris, ſeconded by Mr. Smith, ts 
add, and provided that the continental battalions of the ſaid ſtate be 


&rſt completed. bs 


$ oy 


2 5 


oY 


9 
oY 
oy 
ao 
oY 
oY 
no 


2 


no 


On which the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Morris, 


New- Hampsbire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Tsland, 


Connecticut, 


New-York, 


Pennsylvania, 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


| Mr. 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 


Virginia, 
Vorib-Carolina, 


Soutb- Carolina, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Jo it paſſed in the negative. 


Whipple, 
S. Adams, 
Lovell, 
Holten, 
Ellery, 


Collins, 


Spencer, 
Jay, 
Morris, 
Armstrong, 
Sippen, 
Mublenberg, 
Wynkoop, 
Dickinson, 
Plater, 


« Paca, 


Henry, 


T. Adams, 
Smith, 

R. H. Lee, 
Penn, 
Burke, 
Sharpe, 
Laurens, 


Drayton, 


no Þno 
no 
ge 
no 

no? — 
no 

no > * 
ay 

ay wad 
av 

=] 

no 0 
no 

no dne 
ay 

no \ ay 
4 
no 
ac 
no 

ay 

no no 
no 

Ty divided. 
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Mopar, April 26, 1779. 

Mr, Scudder, a delegate from N. Jerſey, attended, and took his ſcat, 

On motion of Mr. G. Morris, ſeconded by Mr. Searle, 

Resolved, That the marine- committee be directed to purchaſe the 
veſſel called the Jaſon, lately captured and carried into Boſton. 

— > — 
TES Dar, April 27, 1779, 

Mr. Sherman, a delegate, from Connecticut, attended, and delivered 
a reſolution of the general aſſembly of that ſtate, reſpecting the powers 
of their delegates, which was read as follows : | 

« At a general aſſembly of the governor and company of the ſtate 
of Connecticut, holden at Hartford by ſpecial order of his excellency 
the governor, on the 7th day of April, 1779. Reſolved by this aſſem- 
bly, that any one of the delegates of this ſtate in Congrels be, and is 
hereby fully authorized, in the abſence of the others, to repreſent this 
ſtate until the articles of confederation are fully ratified, fo as to be 
made the rule of proceeding in Congreſs, | 

A true copy of record, examined by | 

GEORGE WYLLYS, Secretary.” 

Mr, Jenifer, a delegate of Maryland, attended, and took his ſeat 
in Congrels. 

The board of treaſury having reported, that an additional auditor 
| ſhould be appointed for the army, and recommended capt. Joſeph How- 
ell to that office ; and that the pay of the ſeveral auditors of the army 
be encreaſed to eight dollars a-day : 

On the queſtion, 

Resolved, "That an additional auditor be appointed for the army. 

Congreſs proceeded to the election; and, the ballots being taken, 

Captain Joſeph Howell was elected. 

On the queſtion to agree, that the pay of the ſeveral auditors of the 
army be encreaſed to eight dollars a-day, the yeas and nays being re- 
quired by Mr, Smith, 


New- Hampsbire, Mr. Whipple, ay >ay 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. Gerry, ay 
Mr. Lovell, ay > ay 
Mr. Holten, no 
Rhode-Island, Mr. E!lery, no pno ; 
Connecticut Mr. Sherman, „ 
: Mr. Spencer, 25 divided. 
New-York, Mr. Fay, no 
Mr. Morris, ay 
j Mr. Floyd, ay wg 
Mr. Lewis, av 
New.-Fersey, Mr. Fell, ay Say 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, ay 
| Mr. Atlee, ay 
Mr. Searle, ay pay 
Mr. Mublenber g, ay 
Mr. Wynkoop, ay 
Vol. V. 88 
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Maryland, Mr. Plater, ay” 
Mr. Paca, ay 
Mr. Carmichael, ay { 
Mr. Jenniffer, ay 
Virginia, Mr. T. Adams, no 
Mr. Smith, no\ 1c 
Mr. NR. N. Lee, ay {© ed, 
Mr, Griffin, ay 
North-Carolina, Mr. Penn, ay 
Mr. Burke, ay C ay 
Mr. Sharpe, ay 


South-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, no Wo 
| Mr. Drayton, ot divided. 

So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 

Whereas many accounts of expenditures for the public ſervice in 
the ſtate of New-York remain unſettled : 

Resolved, That John Welles, Edward Chinn, and Eleazer Wales, 
Efqrs; the commiſhoners of accounts for the northern-department be 
continued in their preſent office ſo long as the board of treaſury ſhall 
think it expedient, notwithſtanding the appointment of Mr, Welles a; 
a commiſhoner of the chamber of accounts ; and that all ſuch account; 
as have ariſen or ſhall ariſe within the ſaid department, be adjuſted by 
the ſaid commiſſioners of accounts. | 
On motion of Mr. Morris, ſeconded by Mr. Burke, 

Re solved, That when a motion is made to bring on or poſtpone any 
particular buſineſs, no member be allowed to ſpeak more than once, 

Resolved, That 4000 loan-office certificates of 1000 dollars: each, 
of the ſame tenor and date as the laſt emiſhon of ſuch certificates, be 
ſtruck and ſent to the ſeveral commiſſioners of the continental loan- 
office, under the direction of the board of treaſury ; and that as many 
certificates of the lower denominations already ſtruck, as amount to 
4,000,000 of dollars, be retained in the hands of the treaſurer of loan: 
uatil further orders of Congreſs. 

Ordered, That Mr. F. Lewis have leave of abſence. 

Resolved, That captain John Helm be appointed one of the ſigner: 
of the continental bills of credit. | | 

The committee on the treaſury report, “that information has been 
given to the board of treaſury that Alexander M*Kalliſter, the deputy 
commiſſary of the hoſpital at the Yellow-Springs, has made a practice 
of exchanging the hoſpital-ſtores, ſuch as ſugar, molaſſes, &c. for but: 
ter, poultry and eggs, &c. for his own and the doQor's table: that he 
keeps a blooded horſe in the guard-houſe, and a mare and colt ; anda 
hoſtler at his quarters, and another at the hoſpital : that he entertains 
all people who come to the hoſpital with wine and toddy, alledging 
that he is allowed to do fo by Congreſs or Dr. Shippen, the informant 
is not certain which: that thoſe circumſtances have given occaſion to 
great clamours among the inhabitants in the neighbourhood : that it 
is a convaleſcent hoſpital : that they have repaired the farmers houſes 
in the neighbourhood for their own convenience at the public expenſe" 
whereupon, | | 

Ordered, That the information from the committee on the treaſurr 
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relative to Alexander M*Kalliſter, be referred to the medical-commit- 
tee; and that they take ſuch meaſures for aſcertaining the facts, and 
if properly ſupported, for bringing him to a trial, as they ſhall judge 
expedient. 
— • CD — 
WEDNESDAY, April 28, 1779. 

Mr. William Fleming, a delegate from Virginia, attended, and pro- 
duced the credentials of his appointment, which were read. 

A letter, of the 27th, from J. Reed, preſident of the ſtate of Penn- 
{ylvania, was read; whereupon, 

A motion was made by Mr. Drayton, ſeconded by Mr. Morris, 

That the preſident make application to the preſident of the ſtate of 
Pennſylvania, to deſire that he will ſpecify thoſe F tranſactions reſpec- 
ting general Arnold, which are likely again to b*come the ſubje& of 
diſcuſhons between Congreſs and the authority of the ſtate,” alluded 
to in his letter of the 27th, as information received through the dele- 
gates of that ſtate : Congreſs not being acquainted with any ſuch tranſ- 
actions on their part, and to aſſure the preſident that Congreſs, being 
diſpoſed to preſerve the moſt perfect harmony with the ſtate of Penn- 
ſylvania, wiſh to avoid every tranſaction likely to become the ſubject 
of diſcuſhon with the ſtate. | 

A motion was made by Mr. Paca, ſeconded by Mr. Armſtrong, that 
the letter from Mr. preſident Reed be referred to the committee to 
whom was referred the letter from major-general Arnold, 

On the motion for commitment, the yeas and nays being required 
by Mr, Drayton, 


New-Hampshire, Mr. Whipple, ay >ay 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. S. Adams, ay 


Mr. Gerry, ay 
Mr. Lovell, ay £% 

Mr. Holten, ay 

Rbhode-Island, Mr. Ellery, no 
Mr. Collins, oof, "me 

Connecticut, Mr. Sherman, ay 
Mr. Spencer, ay 8 Y 

New-York, Mr. Fay, ay 
Mr. Duane, » 
Mr. Morris, ay Pp 

| Mr. Lewis, ay 

New-Fersey, Mr. Witherspoon, ay 
Mr. Scudder, ay Fay 

Mr. Fell, ay 

Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, ay 

Mr. Atlee, - ay 
Mr. Searle, ay pay 

Mr. Mublenberg, ay 

| Mr. Wynkoop, ay 

Maryland, Mr. Plater, ay 

| Mr. Paca, ay 
Mr. Carmichael, ay pay 

Mr. Henry, ay 

Mr. Jenifer, ay 
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Virginia, Mr. T. Adams, ay 
Mr. Smith, ay 
Mr. R. H. Lee, ay Say 
Mr. Griffin, ay 
Mr. Fleming, ay 

North-Carolina, Mr. Penn, no 
Mr. Burke, no > ng 
Mr. Sharpe, a: 

Jouth-Carolina, 


Mr. Laurens, 4 
Mr. Drayton, ay 4 


Jo it was reſolved in the affirmative, | 

A motion was then made by Mr. Drayton, ſeconded by Mr. Griffin, 

That the committee be inſtructed to make application to the pref. 
dent of the ſtate of Pennſylvania, to delire that he will ſpecify thoſe 
« tranſactions reſpecting gen. Arnold,“ which © are likely again to be- 
come the ſubjec of diſcuſſions between Congreſs and the authority of 
the ſtate,” alluded to in the preſident's letter of the 27th, as informa- 
tion received through the delegates of this ſtate, Congreſs not being 
acquainted with any ſuch tranſactions on their part, and to aſſure the 
prefident that Congreſs, being diſpoſed to preſerve the moſt perfec 
harmony with the {tate of Pennſylvania, wiſh to avoid every tranſaction 
likely to become the ſubject of diſcuſſion with the ſtate. 

When the queſtion was about to be put, the previous queſtion was 
moved by Mr, R. H. Lee, ſeconded by Mr. Sherman; and on the pre. 
vious queſtion, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Drayton, 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Whipple, ay >ay 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. S. Adams, 2 
Mr. Gerry, ay (. 
Mr. Lovell, 2 * 
Mr. Holten, ay 
Rhode-Tsland, Mr. Ellery, ay 
Mr. Collins, * od 
Connecticut, Mr. Sherman, ay 
Mr, Spencer, TT oY 
New-York, Mr. Fay, no 
Mr. Duane, ay 3 
Mr. Morris, 2 Ude 
| Mr. Lewis, ay 
Neo- Jersey, Mr. Pitberspoon, ay 
Mr. Scudder, ay a; 
Mr. Fell, 29 - 
Pennsyleania, Mr. Armstrong, ay 
Mr. Atlee, ay 
Mr. Searle, ay pay 
Mr. Mublenberg, ay 
Mr. Wynkoop, ay 
Maryland, Mr. Plater, no 
Mr. Paca, ay 
Mr. Carmicbael, ay pay 
Mr. Henry, ay 
Mr. Jenifer, no 
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Virginia, Mr. T. Adams, ay 
Mr. Smith, no 
Mr. R. H. Lee, ay en- 
Mr. Griffin, no 
Mr. Fleming, no 

North-Carolina, Mr. Burke, no 
Mr. Sharpe, SE ogg 

South-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, a 


Mr. Drayton, n 


go it was reſolved in the affirmative, and the motion ſet aſide, 
On motion of Mr. Gerry, 
Resolved, That the committee of commerce be direRed to inftru& 
the continental agent at Boſton to obtain a diviſion of the prize goods 
lately taken by the ſhips Warren, Queen of France and Ranger, and 
to retain ſuch part as belongs to the United States for the diſpoſition 
of the ſaid committee. 
— • > —— 

Frinpar, April 30, 1779. 

The order of the day being read for procceeding to the conſideration 
ef the report of the committee on foreign affairs; and the queſtion un- 
der bebate being ſtated, ſhall Arthur Lee, Eſq; commiſhoner of the 
United States at the court of Madrid, be recalled ? 

Mr, Paca aroſe, and informed the houſe, that he had important in- 
formation on the ſubject of the ſaid report, which he would communi- 
eate azreeable to the order of the houſe : he then proceeded to lay on 
the table a paper ſigned by himſelf and Mr. W. H. Drayton, contain- 
ing intelligence reſpecting Arthur Lee, Eſq; which was read. 

— ¶ > — 
Sa4TURDAY May, 1, 1779. : 

On motion of Mr. Drayton, ſeconded by Mr, Witherſpoon, 

Resolved, That the reatonable expenſes of major-general Heath's 
table, during his ſeparate command at Boſton, be diſcharged by the 
public; and that the board of treaſury take meaſures for liquidating 
and fettling thoſe accounts. 

Movbar, May 3, 1779, 

Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of the report of the committee 
on foreign affairs; and the queſtion under debate being tated, viz, {hall 
Mr. Arthur Lee be recalled ? 

Mr, Carmichael aroſe, and informed the houſe, © that as the com- 
mittee appointed by Congreſs to examine into the itate of their foreign 
affairs, have thought proper to refer to him for information on the 


and as ſome gentlemen have expreſſed a defire he ſhould reduce to wri- 
ing che information he gave the houſe in his place when thoſe charges 
were read, he was induced to indulge their wiihes, as well to ſhew more 
explicitly the reaſons which determine his voice on the deciſion of a 
queſtion on which he thinks the honour and intereſt of the Unite 
States highly depend:“ he then proceeded to lay on the table a paper 
igned by him, which, with ſundry payers therein referred to, was read, 
u the queſtion, ſhall Mr. Arthur Lee be recalled ; 


charges reported by them againſt ſome of the public ſervants abroad, 


4 
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Ne solved, That the memorialiſt be paid 60 dollars per month during 
the time he was in actual ſervice. 5 


The yeas and nays being required by Mr. Smith, fiſt if 
New- Hampshire, Mr. Whipple, no Sn Lau! 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. S. Adams, no CG 

Mr. Gerry, ay dele; 
Mr. Lovell, no f R. I 
Mr. Holten, no Con! 
Rbode-Island, Mr. Ellery, 9 np of Þ 
Mr. Collins, ay dioides that 
Connecticut, Mr. Sherman, — | | cont 
Mr. Spencer, no "? 150 
New-York, Mr. Fay, ay ditic 
Mr. Duane, ay the | 
Mr. Morris, ay (% A 
Mr. Floyd, ay re- 
New Jersey, Mr. Vitbershoon, | 0 
Mr. Scudder, no > ne 
Mr, Fell, ay | 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, no 
Mr. Shippen, no 
Mr. Allee r= 
Mr. Searls, no divided. 
Mr. Mublenberg, ay 
Mr. Wynkoop, ay 
Delaware, Mr. Dickinson, a 5 
Mr. Fandyke, 2 Ante 
Maryland, Mr. Paca, ay 
Mr. Carmichael, ay 5 
Mr. Henry, 4 9 
| Mr. Jenifer, no 
Virginia, Mr. Smith, ay! 
Mr. R. H. Lee, excused. 
Mr. Grifin, ay 2 
Mr. Fleming, ay 
North-Caroline, Mr. Penn, ay 
Mr. Burke, ay Þ ay 
Mr. Sharpe, ay 
South-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, nod ide 
Mr. Drayton, 2 e 

So the ſtates were equally divided. 

| Tos DAr, Mag 4, 1779. | 

A letter from his moſt Chriſtian majeſty, underſigned de Vergennes 

was read, informing Congreſs of the birth of a princeſs ; whereupon, 
Resolved, That the preſident, with a committee conſiſting of a men 
ber from each ſtate, wait on the miniſter plenipotentiary of Franc 
and congratulate him on this event. 
Congreſs took into conſideration a report of the marine-committtt 
on a memorial of captain J. Wynkoop ; and thereupon, 8 
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Resolved, That a committee for Indian affairs be appointed, to con- 
MN of five: 
The members choſen, Mr. Duane, Mr. Armſtrong, Mr. Burke, Mr. 
Laurens and Mr. Sherman. 
Congrels reſumed the conſideration of the reſolution moved by the 
delegates of R. Ifland, reſpecting the raiſing a brigade by the ſtate of 
R. Illand, and the amendment as amended being read, viz. © that 
Congreſs approve the railing of a brigade of 1500 men by the {tate 
of R. Iſland and Providence Plantations, for the common defence of 
that and the United States, for the {pace of one year, to be entitled to 
continental pay, clothing and ſubſiſtence, and a bounty not exceeding 
150 dollars for every non-commiſhoned officer and ſoldier ; upon con- 
dition that no farther or other wages be allowed to the ſaid men by 
the ſaid ſtate than what is paid to other continental troops.“ 

A motion was made by Mr. Ellery, ſeconded by Mr. Collins, to 
re · conſider the latter part of the amendment, viz. “ upon condition,” &c. 
On which the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Morris, 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Whipple, ay >ay 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. S. Adams, ay 
r. Lovell, no > ay 
Mr. Holten, ay 
Rbode- Island, Mr. Ellery, 2 6 
Mr. Collins, 4 
Connecticut, Mr. Sberman, ve 
Mr. Spencer, 4 VP 
New-York, Mr. Jay, ng 
x | Mr. Duane, no 
Mr. Morris, no (® 
Mr. Floyd, no 
New-Fersey, Mr. Witherspoon, no. 
Mr. Scudder, of hs 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, no 
Mr. Atlee, no 
Mr. Searle, an 
Mr. Mublenberg, no 
Mr. I|Wynkoop, oe 
Delaware, Mr. Dickhinson, no 
Mr. Vandyke, 2 24g 
Maryland, Mr. Plater, 1 
| Mr. Carmichael, ns oy 
Mr. Henry, no N 
Mr. Fenifer, no } 
Virginia, Mr. M. Smith, no 
Mr. Grifin, no > n 
| Mr. Fleming, no 
WNorth-Carolins, Mr. Penn, no 
Mr. Burke, gs 
Mr. Sharpe, no 
South-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, wy 5 
Mr. Drayton, no 


do it paſſed in the negative. 
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On the queſtion to agree to the amendment, fo as that it paſs into: 
reſolution ; the yeas and nay being required by Mr. Morris, 


New- Hampstire, Mr. Whipple, ay Pay 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. S. Adams, q; 


Mr. Lovell, ay F ay 
Mr. Holten, ay 
Rhode-Island, Mr. Ellery, wy 1 
| Mr. Collins, ay 8 © 
Connecticut, Mr. Spencer, ay 
| Mr. Sberman, 4 * 
New-York, Mr. Jay, no 
Mr. Duane, 1 SHOE 
Mr. G. Morris, 15 divided. 
1 8 Mr. Floyd, ay 
New-Tersey, Mr. Witberspoon, ay 
Mr. Seudder, ay Yay 
Mr. Fell, 2 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, no 
Mr. Atlee, no 
Mr. Searle, no 6 
| Mr. Wynkoop, ay 
Delaware, Mr. Dickinson, ay 
Mr. Vandyke, | — Y 
Maryland, Mr. Plater, no 
Mr, Carmichael, ne 
Mr. Henry, no £79 
Mr. Jenifer, no 
Virginia, Mr. Smith, no 
Mr. Grifin, no ng 
Mr. Fleming, no 
Nortb-Carolina, Mr. Penn, no 
Mr. Burke, Aa” 
Mr. Sharpe, ay 
Sguth-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, ay 
Mr. Drayton, 2 6 929 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 
— —˙822——— 
IVEDNESDAY, May 5, 1779. 


Mr. Dickinſon and Mr. Vandyke, two of the delegates of the ſtate 
ef Delaware, purſuant to the powers and inſtructions to them given, 
ſigned the articles of confederation in behalf of the ſaid ſtate. 

The committee on the treaſury brought in a report; whereupon, 

Resolved, That 10,000,100 dollars, in bills of credit of the United 
States, be emitted under the direction of the board of treaſury and on 
the faith of the United States: that the bills ſhall, excepting tit 
numbers, be of the ſame tenor and date as the emiſſion directed on tht 
firſt of April laſt, and be numbered from the laſt number in each de 
nomination progre ſſively, and conſiſt of the following denominations, V!% 
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43,435 bills of 60 dollars each, 2,727,300 
45,455 50 . 2,272,750 
45,455 8 R 1,818,200 
45,455 30 | 1,363,650 
45,455 ' , 909,100 
45,455 8 n 363,640 
45,455 7 b . 318,185 
45,455 5 . 227,275 

10,000,100 


The committee on the treaſury, to whom were referred the letters 
from Jonathan Trumbull, jun. adminiſtrator of the late commiſſary- 
general Joſeph Trumbull, reſpecting the manner of ſettling the ſaid 

* : 


accounts, report, 


„That during the life time of the ſaid commiſſary-general Trum- 
bull, the commiſſioners of accounts for the middle-department of ac- 
counts had orders from the board of treaſury to ſettle all the accounts 
of the ſaid late commiſſary: | 

That, it was repreſented by the commiſſioners that the ſaid accounts 
were not colle&ed and ready for ſettlement : 

That the commiſſary-general's death put an end to the proſpe& of 
ſuch ſettlement, and the ſaid commiſſioners of accounts have been di- 
rected to repair to the board of treaſury : 

That there has been no want of care or attention in the board of 
treaſury to get the ſaid accounts ſettled, as appears by an official re- 
port of the commiſſioners of accounts for the middle-department of 
accounts, a copy of which is annexed : 

That the committee are of opinion, that under the preſent circum- 
ſtances it well be advifeable to grant full power to Jonathan Trumbull, 
jun, to ſettle and adjult at the public expenſe all the accounts of the ſe- 
veral deputy commiſſaries and purchaſes employed by or under the late 
commiſſary Trumbull ;”” whereupon, | 

Congreſs came to the following reſolutions : 

Whereas the accounts of the deputy purchaſing and iſſuing-com- 
miſaries, under the late commiſſary-general Joſeph Trumbull, de- 
cealed, were unſettled at the time of his death, and {till remain to be 
* 0% and it is neceſſary that thoſe accounts ſhould be cloſed with- 
out delay: | 

Resolved, That Jonathan Trumbull, jun. Eſq; be, and he his here- 
by fully a=thorized and empowered to ſettle and adjuſt the ſaid ac- 
counts, under the direCtion of the board of treaſury. 

On the queſtion to agree to this, the yeas and nays being required 
V Mr. Jay, 


New. Hampshire, Mr. Whipple, ay >ay 
Aassachusetts-Bay, Mr. S. Adams, ay 

| Mr. Lc ell, ay > ay 
Mr. Holten, ay 

Nhode.-Island, Mr. Collins, ay pay 
Connecticut, Mr. 'Sherman, ay 

Mr. Spencer, ay 
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New-York, 


New-FJersey, 


Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, 
Maryland, 
Virginia, 


Nortb-Carolina, 


Southb-Carolina, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Jay, 
Duane, 
Fleyd, 
Witherspoen, 
Scudder, 
Armstrong, 
Mublenberg, 
Wynkoop, 
Dickinson, 
Vandyke, 
Plater, 
Carmichael, 
Henry, 


Mr. Jenifer, 
Mr. Smith, 


Mr. R. H. Lee, 
Mr. Fleming, 


Mr. Burke, 
Mr. Sharpe, 


Mr. Laurens, 


Mr. Drayton, 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 


Resolved, That the ſaid Jonathan Trumbull be allowed a clerk to 
aſſiſt him, and be paid his expenſes and a reaſonable compenſation for 
his time and trouble, to be adjuſted when the nature and extent 0 


the ſervices can be aſcertained. 
On this the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Burke, 


New- Hampsbire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Island, 


Connecticut, 


New-York, 


New-Fersey, 


Fennsylvania, 


Delaware, 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Whipple, 
S. Adams, 


Lovell, 
Holten, 
Collins, 


Sberman, 
Spencer, 


Floyd, 


Witherspoon, 
Scudder, 
Armstrong, 
Mublenberg, 
Wynkoop, 
Dickinson, 
Vandyke, 
Plater, 
Carmichael, 


Henry, 


TFenifer, 
M. Smith, 
R. H. Lee, 
Mr. Fleming, 


oy 
oy 


Sto 
; 


oY 


no 


a (oY 


"me ne 
no 
ay 
35 15 


ay ay 
ay . 

ay Þ ay 
on) 
no ne 


0 od 
no 
IB G3, 
oy) © 
ay 
AL 
or 
4 
ay oY 
9 
no 
42 
ay 


the ei 


Nortb-Carolina, Mr. Burke, 21 1 
| Mr. Sharpe, no 
Soutb-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, 5 
13 xl divided. 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 70 

Resolved, That the ſaid Jonathan Trumbull ſhall take an oath for 
the faithtul execution of this duty, to be adminiſtered by the board 
of treaſury : | | 

And it is recommended to the legiſlatures of the ſeveral ſtates whom 
it may concern, to enact proper laws for facilitating the ſettlement of 
the ſaid accounts, and compelling accountants and defaulters within 
their reſpective juriſdiction to ſettle their accounts and do juſtice to 
the public. | 

Fripar, May 7, 1779. 

A letter, of the 26th of April, from W. Greene, governor of Rhode- 
Iland, was read; whereupon, 

Resolved, That a copy of the ſaid letter be tranſmitted to the com- 
mander in chief, and that he take ſuch order thereon as the neceſſities 
of the ſtate of Rhode-Iſland may require and the good of the ſervice 
Amit. | 

Resolved, That it be, and it is hereby earneſtly recommended to 

„de ſtates of New-Hampſhire, Maſſachuſetts-Bay and Connecticut, to 

WT furniſh and keep up conſtantly in the ſtate of Rhode-Ifland and Provi- 

{ WH dence Plantations, their ſeveral guotas of troops as adjuſted by the re- 
ſolution of a committee from the ſaid ſtates and the ſtate of New-Y ork, 
which met at Springfield, in the ſtate of Maſſachuſetts-Bay, the 30th 
day of July, 1777. | 

A letter from William Adams, ſurgeon of the Pennſylvania artil- 
lery, was read, requeſting leave to reſign his commiſſion on account of 
his ill ſtate of health: | . 

Ordered, That his reſignation be accepted. 

Congreſs took into conſideration the report of the committee, con- 
ſting of Mr. Fell, Mr. Ellery, Mr. Laurens, to whom the memorial 
of divers inhabitants of the iſlands of Bermudas, dated the 28th of 
March, 1779, was recommitted ; wherein they repreſent, © that from 
a reconſideration of the deplorable circumſtances of thoſe unhappy 
perſons, who are deprived, as it hath been repreſented to your com- 
mittee, of the means of ſupplying themſelves with bread, which are 
allowed to other inhabitants who openly profeſs their attachment to 
the enemies of theſe ſtates, they are of opinion, that it be recommended 
to the executive powers of the ſtates of Pennſylvania, Delaware, Mary- 
land, Virginia and North-Carolina, reſpectively to permit 1000 buſhels 
ot Indian corn to be exported from each of the ſaid ſtates for the relief 
ok the diſtreſſed inhabitants of thoſe iflands :” 2 

To which a ſubſtitute was moved by Mr. Burke, ſeconded by Mr. 
Morris, in the following words : | 
That the memorialiſts be informed, that Congreſs deem it highly 
nexpedient to grant the prayer of their memorial. = 
| On the queſtion for adopting the ſubſtitute, the yeas and nays be- 
ng required by Mr. Jay, 


—— 
Tas * 


— — 


_ 7 - 
. 
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New- Hampshire, Mr. Whipple, ay pay is purp 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. S. Adams, 4 % 3, 
Mr. Lovell, no F ay e deno 
Mr. Holten, ay m orde 
Rbode-Island, Mr. Ellery, 25 . On th 
Mr. Collins, ay J quired 
Connecticut, Mr. Sherman) 21 4 ! 
Mr. Spencer, ay 8 & l 
New-York, Mr. Fay, no 
| Mr. Duane, ay. f 
Mr. G. Morris, ay (7 ( 
| Mr. Floyd, ay 
New-Ferse Mr. Withersþoon, a 8 N 
| hh Mr. Fell, : 21 divided. 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, no 
Mr. Shippen, no 
Mr. Searle, no >no 
Mr. Mublenberg, no 
Mr. Wynkoop, ay 
Delaware, Mr. Vandyke, ay gay 
Maryland, Mr. Plater, no 
Mr. Carmichael, ay _ 
Mr. Henry, * 
Mr. Jenifer, ay 
Virginia, Mr. Smith, 


Mr. R. H. Lee, 
Mr. Fleming, 
Mr. Burke, 
Mr. Sharpe, 
Mr. Laurens, 


Mr. Drayton, 


So the ſubſtitute was adopted. | 

On the queſtion to agree to the ſubſtitute ſo as that it paſs into: 
reſolution ; reſolved in the aftirmative, 

The committee on the treaſury brought in a report ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That the claims of col, Johnſon, for purchaſing arms ant 
clothing, ought to be ſettled agreeable to a reſolution of Congreſs" 
the 4th of Sept. laſt, and if no allowance has been made in the adjul 
ment of his account with the auditors of the main army for expenſes u 
buſineſs not incidental to his office, that they be directed to aſcertit 
the time in which he was ſo employed, and make him an allowance a 
cordingly : that no charges for expenſes and ſervices in recruiting li 
regiment other than what are authorized by reſolutions of Congrels 
nor the difference in value between gold advanced in the year 17 
and bills of credit received for the ſame in the year 1778, as ſet for! 
in his petition to the honourable the council of Pennſylvania, can v 
admitted or allowed. 
Resolved, That for the ſpeedy ſupply of the money for exchangil 
the emiſſions of May 20, 1777, and April 11, 1778, bills of 70 and 8( 
dollars be ſtruck in lieu of the denominations of 7 -and 8 dollars, 0 
dered by a reſolution of Congreſs of the 14th of Jan. 1779 : that bv 
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is purpoſe, inſtead of 1 16,280 bills of the denominations of 20, 8, 7, 
4, 3, 2, 1, reſpectively, there ſhall be emitted 31,427 bills, each of 
de denominations of 80, 70, 20, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1, which will reduce the 
m ordered to be ſtruck by the reſolution aforeſaid five dollars: 

On the queſtion to agree to this reſolution, the yeas and nays being 
quired by Mr. Jay, 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Whipple, ay ay 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. Gerry, ay N 
Mr. Holten, ay 8 
Rhode-1sland, Mr. Collins, ay >ay 
Connecticut, Mr. Sherman, no 
Mr. Spencer, =y = 
New-York, Mr. Fay, no 
Mr. Duane, ay > ay 
Mr. Floyd, Mo, 
New-TFersey, Mr. Witberspoon, 4 bs 
| Mr. Fell, ay & 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, ay 
Mr. Shippen, 4 
Mr. Mublenberg, ay 2 
Mr. Mynlegp, ay 
Delaware, Mr. Vandyke, ay Say 
Maryland, Mr. Plater, 3 -; 
Mr. Carmichael, ay 
Mr. Henry, ay oY 
Mr. Fentfer, ay 
Virginia, Mr. M. Smith, no 
| Mr. Griffin, ay F ay 
Mr. Fleming, 0 
North- Carolina, Mr. Burke, wy = 
Mr. Sharpe, no 
South-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, wy _ 
Mr. Drayton, no 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 

The commiſſioners report, 

That they have examined the account of major-general Howe, for 
his travelling expenſes, with that of his ſuite, from Charleſtown, S. Ca- 
olina, to Philadelphia, and find it amounts to 606359 dollars, and that 
he has received of Benjamin Harriſon, deputy pay-maſter-general in 
Virginia, 1000 dollars, which leaves a balance of 50635 dollars, due 
to the ſaid major-general Howe. 

Ordered, That the {ame be paid. 

On report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. R. H. Lee, Mr. Burke 
and Mr. Laurens, to whom was referred a letter from the lieutenant— 
governor of South-Carolina : 

Resolved, That the recruits lately raiſed and raiſing in Virginia, to 


| 


ordered with all- poſſible expedition to join the ſouthern army in Seurh- 
Carolina: 

That colonel Bland's regiment of light-dragoons be ordered to join 
the ſouthern army as expeditiouſly as poſſible: 


complete the ſaid ſtate's quota of troops for the continental army, be 
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That the commanding-officer of col. Baylor's regiment of light. di. 
goons, be direcied to order as many of the diſmounted men of the fad 
regiment as col, Bland has ſpare horles for, to join col. Bland with. 
out delay : 

That the ſaid commanding-officer be directed to detach all the 
mounted and equipped men of the ſaid regiment, under officers proper. 
tioned to the number of men, to join col. Bland's regiment, and pro. 
ceed therewith to reinforce the ſouthern army: 

That the prelident write a letter to the governor of Virginia, re. 
queſting in the name of Congreſs, that the new levies in Virginia may 
be furniſhed with the clothes promiſſed them by law, as ſpeedily 2 
poſhble, and if this cannot be immediately done, that the ſtate uſe it; 
influence to induce the men to proceed, with ſatisfactory aſſurance; 
that the clothing ſhall follow as ſoon as poſſible, 

Resolved, That the ſtate of N. Carolina be earneſtly requeſted to 
cowplete its quota of troops in the moſt expeditious mode ; and that 
the third, fourth, fifth and ſixth continental regiments raiſed in that 
ſtate, be employed in the ſouthern-army. 

. Q — 
Novar, Gay lo, 1779. 

A letter, of the 7th, from gen. Waſhington, was read, encloſing ax 
extract of a letter from gen. Schuyler, with an account of col. Van 
Schaick's expedition againſt Onondaga ; alſo a report by colonels Da- 
vies and Harriſon of their conferences with the Britiſh commiſſioners 
on the ſubject of a carte] for the mutual exchange of priſoners : 

Resolved, That the thanks of Congreſs be preſented to col. Van 
Schaick, and the officers and ſoldiers under his command, for their ac- 
tivity and good conduct in the late expedition againſt the Onondagas. 

Ne solved, That Congreſs approve of the conduct of colonels Davies 
and Harriſon, in the courſe of their conferences with the Britiſh com- 
miſſioners on the ſubje& of a cartel for the mutual exchange of pri 
foners. 

Ordered, That the report of colonels Davies and Harriſon to the 
commander in chief, of their conferences aforeſaid, be publiſhed. 

Resolved, That copies of the {aid report be tranſmitted to the Ameri- 
can priſoners with the enemy; and that it be, and hereby is earneſtly re- 
commended to them to perſevere in enduring their captivity with the 
magnanimity and patience by which they have hitherto been diſtinguiſh- 
ed, and that they be aſſured of the conſtant endeavours of Congrels to 
render their ſituation as convenient as the nature of things will admit. 

A letter, of the 8th, from W. Livingſton, governor of New-Jerley, 
was read, encloſing a repreſentation of the legiſlative council and ge- 
neral aſſembly of the ſtate of New- Jerſey: 

Resolved, That the preſident inform the governor of New-Jerley, 
that as ſoon as Congrels ſhall have concluded their deliberations on 
certain aflairs of great moment now before them, the circumſtances of 
the army ſhall he duly confidered, and due attention ſhall be paid to 
the ſubject matter of his letter and the paper therein encloſed. 

Ordered, That the repreſentation of the lepitlative council and ge- 
neil alumbly of the ſtate of N. Jerſey be referred to the board of wars 

Crdered, That a copy of the {aid letter be tran{mitted to the com- 
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nander in chief, and that he conſider himſelf at liberty fo to direct the 
military operations of theſe ſtates as ſhall appear to him molt expedient. 
— _——— 0 on 
TutsDbar, May 11, 1779, 

A letter, of this day, from brigadier du Portail, was read; where— 
upon 
engel taking into conſideration a report from the board of war, 
relative to the corps of ſappers and miners, | | 

Resolved, That the pay and ſubliſtence of the engineers and of the 
officers and men of the companies of ſappers and miners, ſhall be the 
eme with thoſe of officers of the like ranks and of the men in the ar- 
tillery of the ſe ſtates : 

That brigadier-general du Portail be appointed commandant of the 
corps of engineers and companies of ſappers and. miners. 

Congreſs taking into conſideration a report of the board of war, re- 
lative to the deputy commiſſaries of iſſues, and a report relative to the 
officers in the. department of the quarter-maſter-general : 

Resolved, That the pay of 200 dollars per month be allowed to the 
deputy commiſſary-general of iſſues, to commence from the Iſt day of 
anuary laſt : 

That the aſſiſtant commiſſaries of iſſues at every magazine, poſt or 
brigade of the army, be allowed 90 dollars per month ; and the clerke 
of the commiſſary- general and deputy commillary-gencral of iſſues, the 
ſum of 80 dollars per month : | 

That the clerks of the brigade commiſſaries, and thoſe at poſts and 
magazines, be allowed 50 dollars per month ; but no ſuch clerk to be 
employed where the daily iſſues do not equal 400 rations : 

That a clerk of the ſcales be allowed 35 dollars per month: 

That every deputy commiſſary-general of iſſues be entitled to forage 
for two horſes : 

That every brigade commiſſary be entitled to forage for one horſe ; 
and whenſoever the duty of the department requires the commiſſaries 
at poſts and magazines to travel, the quarter-maſter at the poſt {hall 
furniſh an horſe for the occaſion : 

When the deputy of an aſſiſtant commiſſary abſolutely requires that 
he ſhould travel, he ſhall be allowed three dollars for every day he ſhall 
o neceſſarily travel, for and towards his expenſes on the journey: 

That the deputy commilſſaries-general of iſſues ſhall once in fix 
months viſit all the magazines, polts and iſſuing ſtores in their reſpec- 
tive diſtricts, to examine the ſtate of the proviſions and ſtores, and ſee 
that their aſſiſtants are punctual in the diſcharge of their duty; and 
they ſhall be allowed three dollars per day for their travelling expen- 
les in making ſuch circuits: | 

That an accurate liſt of all the commiſſaries of iſſues be made out 
once in every three months and lodged with the board of war; and 
every ſuch commiſſary who ſhall have been in the department for one 
year, previous to this date, and now continues therein, {kall be entitled 
to draw out of the clothier-general's ſtore one ſuit of clothes for him- 
elf and one ſuit for his clerk, to be paid for at the ſame rate that offi- 
cers in the line are charged for the ſame : and that they continue annu- 

ly to do the ſame until Congrels ſhall order otherwiſe, 
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Nesolved, That all deputy quarter-maſters-general who tranſact bu. 
ſineſs upon commiſſions, ſhall not be entitled either to pay or ration; 
but where they act without receiving ſuch commiſhons, whether |. 
tioned at a poſt or with the army, they ſhall be allowed 200 dollar 
per month, two rations per day, and 40 dollars per month {ubſiſtence; 

That the pay of an aſſiſtant quarter-maſter be 140 dollars per month, 
and the uſual rations and ſubſiſtence : 

That the pay of a deputy waggon-maſteregeneral be 100 dollar 
per month, and one ration per day, and 20 dollars per month ſubſiſtence, 
and that a waggon-maſter be allowed 80 dollars per month, one ration 
per day, and 10 dollars per month ſubſiſtence : 

That a deputy commifſary-generalof forage attending the main arny, 
or attached to an army in a ſeparate department, be allowed the ſame 
pay and rations as a deputy quarter-maſter-general ading without com. 
miſſions : 

That the aſſiſtant commiſſaries of forage either attending the arm 
to collect forage on a march, or thoſe employed in purchaſing under 
the principal purchaſers in diſtricts, ſhall have the ſame allowance as the 
aſſiſtant deputy quarter-maſters-general: and the forage-maſters who 
attend the receipt and iſſues of forage at poſts or magazines, and one 
with each brigade of the army, be allowed the ſame pay and rations u 
waggon-maſters : 

That all ſtaff-officers who ſerve with the army ſhall be allowed cle. 
thing on the ſame conditions as officers in the line, provided they ei 
gage for a year or longer, 

The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Root, Mr. Paca and Mr, Henn, 
appointed to enquire into the ſtate of the Pennſylvania troops, and to 
report whether an additional brigadier is wanting for the troops df 
that ſtate, and to whom was referred a letter from Mr. preſident Reed 
to the delegates of the Fate of Pennſylvania, which was laid before 
Congreſs the 26th of January laſt, brought in a report, and the ſame 
being read: 

Resolved, That an additional brigadier be appointed for the Peunſyl- 
vania troops, and that to-morrow be aſſigned for the appointment. 

Colonel W. Irwine was nominated by the committee. 

| — C2) — | 
WEDNESDAY, May 12, 1779. 

A letter, of the 7th, from the board of war, was read; whereupol, 

Resolved, That the reſignation of lieutenant Vallance and enſign 
Bruſh, of colonel Warner's regiment, be accepted. 

Congreſs proceeded to the election of a brigadier for the ſtate of 
Pennſylvania ; and the ballots being taken, | 

Colonel William Irwine was elected. 

— ——J—_ Cc CM 
Tnurspar, May 13, 1779. 

The committee on the treaſury brought in a report ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That a copy of the letter of September the 22d, 1778, 
from Meſſrs, Franklin, Lee and Adams, late commiſſioners of the Uni- 
ted States, together with a copy of the memorial from Jonathan Lo- 
ring Auſtin, be tranſmitted to the honorable council of the ſtate of 
Malfachuſetts- Bay, who are requeſted to make a proper allowance to 


? 
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Mr. Auſtin, for his time and expenſes in carrying to France the ac- 
count of the ſurrender of general Burgoyne's army at Saratoga, and 
to tranſmit an account thereof to the board of treaſury, with informa- 
tion of the mode in which they deſire a reimburſement of the ſaid al- 
lowance. 

The board of war, to whom was referred the application of Monſ. 
Compty, report, 

«That Monſ. Compty's authority from the marquis gle Britigny, is to 
enliſt for ſuch a ſpace of time as the French volunteers ſhall be kept 
up and no longer, any number of effective Frenchmen : that it appears 
the corps to be commanded by the marquis is merely temporary : that 
the expenſe of enliſting, equipping and ſupporting the ſmall number of 
Frenchmen that can be obtained here, and who muſt be ſent to a con- 
ſiderable diſtance, will be great: that if the men ſhould be enliſted for 
a length of time, Congreſs may be embarraſſed after the diſſolution of 
the temporary corps, which may happen on or before the arrivel of the 
enliſted men at Carolina, either with applications for encreaſing the 
ſmall number of enliſted men to a regiment,or in what manner to diſpoſe 
of them ; whereupon, | 

Resolved, That conſidering the circumſtances and diſtant ſituation 
of the corps, it is inexpedient to comply with Monſ. Compty's requeſt, 

The board of war, to whom was referred the petition of captain John 
Baptiſt Allen, report, 

That they have carefully examined the ſame, together with the pa- 
pers therein referred to, and are of opinion, that the petition of John 
Baptiſt Allen, who being a captain in colonel J. Livingſton's regiment, 
was caſhiered by ſentence of a general court-martial, and now prays to 
be reinſtated in his poſt, be diſmiſſed, as there are no ſufficient reaſons 
for the interference of Congreſs in the caſe :” 

Resolved, That Congreſs agree to the ſaid report. 
On the recommendation of the board of treaſury, - | 


Resolved, That Hampton Round and Cornelius Comyges be appoin- 


ted ſigners of bills of credit of the United States. 

The board of war report, 

“ That they have taken into conſideration the reference from Con- 
greſs relative to a promotion of brigadier Moultrie, and are of opinion 
that it would be inexpedient to promote brigadier Moultrie, unleſs a 
more generel promotion tool: place, as ſome other ſtates think them- 
{elves entitled to a promotion of their general-officers ; but as it may 
excite uneaſineſs and difficulties unleſs a continental officer commands 
the army in the ſouthern-diſtrict, it will be beſt to make a ſpecial ap- 
pointment of brigadier Moultrie, to be commandant of the ſouthern 
amy ;” whereupon, | | 

Resolved, That brigadier-general Moultrie be commander, in the 
abſence of major-general Lincoln, of the fouthern army, during its con- 
tinuance to the ſouthward of North-Carolina, with the allowance of ma- 
jor-general on a ſeparate command, until the further orders of Congreſs. 

—— CC) ů— 
| Fripar, May 14, 1779. | 

After reading the journal, Mr. M. Smith aroſe, and in his place in- 

70 the houſe, that he ſay printed in a news- paper, entitled Royal 
ol. V. 
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Gazette, publiſhed in N. York by James Rivingſton, a letter written 
by Henry Laurens, and directed to gov. Houſton, of Georgia, which 
| contained matter derogatory to the honor of Congreſs, injurious to the 
| intereſt of the United States, and tending to deſtroy that confidence 
which the ſtates ſhould repoſe in this body; and therefore he moved x 
a matter of privilege, that the ſaid letter be read, and that Mr, Lau. 
rens be called on to declare whether he wrote that letter: 
Objections were made to the ſaid motion, as out of order, being con. 
trary to the order of yeſterday, © that after reading the journal thi 
morning, the report on finance ſhould be conſidered ; ” but Mr. Smith 
inſiſting on his motion as a matter of privilege, the debate was proceed. 
| ing on the queſtion of order, when intelligence was communicated ty 
' | the houſe in the words following : 


« Extract of a letter from bis excellency Thomas Johnson, Esg; date 
Annapolis, 12th of May, 1779, to colonel Henry Hollingsworth, 


„Sir, laſt night capt. Hanſon, with whom capt Plunket was goiny 
as a ſupercargo, put back to this place; they inform they ſaw a frigate,; 
brig of about 14 or 16 guns, a ſmall armed veſſel or two, and two prize 
in the bay. Hanſon narrowly eſcaped being taken: capt. Jack Nicholſa 
was drove on ſhore on or near Gwin's-Ifland. Yeſterday near the mouth 

of Patuxent they met with one Mr. Robinſon in a boat from Choy. 
| tank bound down the bay. Robinſon told them that on Monday mor. 
| ning he ſpoke a ſchooner in the mouth of Puankatank bound to ſe, 
and chaſed in by a fleet of between 20 and 30 fail, among them ſe. 
veral large ſhips : that ſhe made this fleet off the Horſe-ſhoe on Satur. 
day morning, but it being hazy, they could not make out the exad 
number : that there were ſeveral {loops and ſchooners amongſt them; 
| we have yet heard nothing farther. I am, ſir, your obedient ſervant, 
| Thomas Johnſon. ” | | 

Whereupon a motion was made by Mr. R. H. Lee, ſeconded by Mr, 

S. Adams, | 5 
| That the conſideration of the queſtion of order be poſtponed, unti 
| order be taken on the intelligence aforeſaid. 


On this queſtion, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Smith, 


# New-Hampshbire, Mr. Whipple, ay Say 
ö Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. S. Adams, ay 
| Mr. Gerry, ay 
Mr. Lovell, ay CY 
Mr. Holten, ay 
Rhode-Tsland, Mr. Ellery, ay >ay 
Connecticut, Mr. Sherman, ay 
| Mr. Spencer, 4 5 
New-York, Mr. Jay, ay 
Mr. Duane, 42 
| Mr. Floyd, ay 
Neu- Jersey, Mr. Scudder, ay 
Mr. Fell, ay a 
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Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, ay 
Mr. Shippen, ay 
Mr. Atlee, ay 
Mr. Searle, ay WV 


Mr. Mublenberg, ay 
Mr. Wynkoop, ay 


Maryland, Mr. Plater, ay 
Mr. Paca, ay 
Mr. Carmichael, ay Yay 
Mr. Henry, ay 

| Mr. Fenifer, ay 

Virginia, | Mr. J. Smith, no? 

| Mr. R. H. Lee, ay 

Mr. Griffin, uy 2 
Mr. Fleming, ay 

North- Carolina, Mr. Penn, ay) x 
Mr. Burke, ay Lay 
Mr. Sharpe, ay 

South-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, ay? 
Mr. 5 5 


Drayton, ay 


8o it was reſolved in the affirmative, 

The intelligence being again read, 

Resolved, That the ſaid intelligence be committed to the board of 
war, and that they be directed, to take meaſures to prevent any ſtores 
from falling into the hands of the enemy, ſhould the fleet in the ſaid in- 
telligence mentioned, attempt a deſcent any where in the bay of Cheſa- 
peake or the rivers that empty therein ; and that copies of the ſaid let- 
ter be tranſmitted to the commander in chief, the preſident of Penn- 
ſylvania, and the governor of Delaware. 

Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of the queſtion under debate, 
and a diviſion being called for by Mr. Dnane, 

On the queſtion, is the motion of Mr. Smith for reading the letter 
referred to in his information, in order ? 


The yeas and nays being required by Mr. Laurens, 
New- Hampshire, Mr. Whipple, no no 


Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. S. Adams, no 
Mr. Gerry, no b 
Mr. Lovell, no 
Mr. Holten, no 
Rbode-Tsland, Mr. Ellery, no >no 
Connecticut, Mr. Sherman, no 


| Mr. Spencer, of 

New-York, Mr. Fay, 2 
| Mr. Duane, ay 
Mr. Floyd, ay 

New. Jersey Mr. Scudder, 21 
Mr. Fell, no 


5 


150 JOURNALS OF CONGRESS. 


Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, no | 
Mr. Shippen, no | 
Mr. Atlee, 9 9k 
Mr. Searle, no 
Mr. Mublenberg, no 
| Mr. WWyncoop, ay 
Maryland, Mr. Plater, ay 
| Mr. Carmichael, ay þ ay 
Mr. Jenifer, 2 
Virginia, Mr. Smith, ay 
Mr. Lee, no ao ided 
Mr. Gr:fin, no COON 
1 Mr. Fleming, ay 
Nortb-Carolinas, Mr. Penn, ay 
Mr. Burke, 42 
Mr. Sharpe, ay 
South-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, 


0% 5. 

Mr. Drayton, > * 
So it paſſed in the negative. 

On the queſtion, is that part of Mr. Smith's motion, “ that Mr, 
Laurens be called on to declare whether he wrote that letter,” in order 

The yeas and nays being required by Mr. Laurens. 

It paſſed in the negative, 

Every member preſent anſwering no. 

| SATURDAY, May 15, 1779. 

After reading the journal, Mr. Laurens aroſe, and with the leave of 

the houſe read in his place a paper which he delivered in, and which 


being read at the table, was ordered to be entered on the journal, and 


is as follows: 


Mr. preſident, the motion which was made yeſterday by one of the 
honorable delegates from Virginia, for reading a preſumed copy of a let 
ter ſaid to have been written by me, and printed in the garriſon of th: 
enemy on N. York iſland, and for calling upon me to declare whether! 
had written ſuch a letter, appeared to me to be irregular, unprecedented, 
and full of dangerous conſequences, derogatory to the honour and 
dignity of Congreſs, and alarming to the free and independent citizens 
of theſe United States: thence aroſe thoſe cautions and admonitions 
which a ſenſe of duty prompted me to offer to the houſe while the ſub- 
je& was under debate, and Irejoice in that wiſdom which was diſplay: 
ed by the houſe in overruling the attempt. | | 

Sir, had the gentleman who made the motion called on me, and it 
proper terms enquired whether the printed letter was a copy of an ori- 
ginal addreſs from me to governor Houſton, I would have given hin 
all the ſatisfaction that could have been deſired by any man of true 
honour, 

And now, fir, as, if I have been guilty of aught criminal, or have 
inadvertently expreſſed any thing amiſs in my correſpondence as 2 
private citizen with Mr. Houſton, I would rather receive a cenſure or 
a reproot from Congreſs than be charged with a want of candour, or 
commit my conduct to the wiſpers of malice. I take the liberty of in- 


9 _— - —_ — — __ 


MAY 1779. 131 


forming Congreſs that I did, on the 27th of Auguſt laſt, write a private 
letter to governor Houſton, | 

If the houſe ſhall Judge it proper to determine by a vote that they 
may of right demand a copy of that private letter, and ſhall in conſe- 
quence of ſuch vote call on me, or if Congreſs ſhall be pleaſed by a 
vote to direct their preſident in writing to requeſt me to lay before 
them a copy of that letter, I will in either caſe produce a genuine and 
true copy, reſerving to myſelf in the mean time the privilege of voting, 
2s I certainly ſhould vote if I were not a party concerned, 

I confide in the candour of the houſe to order this addreſs to be 
entered on the journal, and if the houſe ſhall be pleaſed to call for or 
requeſt a copy of my letter, I ſhall expect that will alſo be entered on 
the journal. May 15th, 1779.“ | 

On the queſtion for entering the above on the journal, the yeas and 
nays being required by Mr, Laurens, 

It was reſolved in the affirmative ; every member preſent anſwer- 
ing ay. 

Ut. Smith then moved, ſeconded by Mr. Penn, 

That the ſenſe of the houſe be expreſſed, whether the motion he 
made yeſterday was an attempt irregular, unprecedented and full of 
dangerous conſequences, derogatory to the honor and dignity of Con- 
greſs, and alarming to the free and independent citizens of theſe Uni- 
ted States. 

A motion was made -by Mr. Burke, ſeconded by Mr. Griffin, as a 
ſubſtitute to the foregoing, in the words following : 

„% That by the vote for entering on the journal the paper delivered 
in by Mr. Laurens, Congreſs did not mean to give any opinion on 
the ſuggeſtion therein contained, that the motion made by Mr. Smith 
was unprecedented and full of dangerous conſequences, derogatory to 
the honor and dignity of Congreſs, and alarming to the free and inde- 
pendent citizens of theſe United States. | 

On the queſtion, ſhall this be received as a ſubſtitute ? 

The yeas and nays being required by Mr, Laurens, 

New- Hampshire, Mr. Whipple, ay >ay 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. S. Adams, ay] 


Mr. Lovell, ay Fay 
| Mr. Holten, ay 
Rhode-ITsland, Mr. Ellery, ay pay 
Connecticut, Mr. Sherman, ay 
| Mr. Spencer, ayS 
New-York, Mr. Jay, no 
Mr. Duane, no no 
X Mr. Floyd, ay 
New-Fersey, Mr. Scudder, ay * 
Pennsyleania, Mr, Shippen, ay 
Mr. Atlee, no Cay 
Mr. Searle, ay \ © 
Mr. Mublenberg, ay 
Maryland, | Mr. Plater, no 
Mr. Carmichael, no (e. us 
Mr. Henry, ay EAI 


Mr. Jenifer, ay 
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Virginia, Mr. Smith, no 
Mr. R. H. Lee, ay ,.. Jed 
Mr. Griffin, ay REN 
Mr. Fleming, no 
North-Carolina, Mr. Penn, no 
Mr. Burke, 29 no 
Mr. Sharpe, no 
South-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, a 1 
| Mr. Drayton, 4 divided. 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 
On the queſtion to agree to the ſubſtitute as a reſolution; 
Re ſolved in the affirmative. 


— 92 — 


Moxpar, May 17, 1779. 

Resolved, That on every Monday, Wedneſday and Friday, imme. 
diately after the reading of the journal and diſpatches, the reports on 
finance be conhidered until a deciſion is obtained thereon, and that ny 
other buſineſs ſhall on any of thoſe days be taken up, unleſs by 
unanimous conſent of the members. 

The committee on the treaſury brought in a report ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That the auditors of the main army be authorized to 
eſtabliſh a general rule for making allowances to recruiting officer 
for the incidental expenſes of drums, fifes and cockades, reporting the 
ſame to the board of treaſury. | 

The committee on the treaſury having reported, 

„ That in obedience to the order of Congreſs they have referred 
the accounts of gen. count Pulaſki's legion to the auditors of accounts 
for the main army: that for want of regularity in keeping thoſe ac 
counts and of proper vouchers, agreeably to the directions of Congreſs 
and the board of treaſury, auditor Johaſton has reported to them that 
it is impracticable to ſettle the ſaid accounts, as appears from his report 
and remarks accompanying their repc:t :* | | 

Rsolved, That the commanding-officer of the detachment of the 
army ſerving in S. Carolina and Georgia, be authorized to appoint : 
pay-maſter for the ſaid legion ; and that capt. Baldeſqui, the preſent 
pay-maſter, be detained until he ſhall have produced competent vouch- 
ers and ſettled the accounts of the ſaid legion. 

The board of war having reported on ſundry matters referred to 
them: | 

Resolved, That the commiſhoners for Indian affairs in the northern- 
department be directed to conſult gen. Waſhington upon all treaties 
with the Indians, and to govern themſelves by ſuch inſtructions as he 
ſhall give them relative to any partial or general treaty of peace to be 
concluded with them. | 

Resolved, That the adjutant-general of the army of the United 
States, be allowed the ſame rations as a brigadier-general : 

That he be permitted to engage two aſſiſtants and one clerk, the 
aſſiſtants to be taken from the line, and both they and the clerk to be 
approved of by the commander in chief: | 

That each aſſiſtant be allowed ſuch an addition to his appointments 
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as an officer in the line, as ſhall make the ſame equal to thoſe of a lieu- 
tenant-colonel: 

That the clerk be taken from the ſubalterns or volunteers in the ar- 
my, and allowed pay and ſubliſtence equal in the whole to thoſe of a 
captain. | 

— C) 
ToEsDAr, May 18, 1779. 

A letter, of the 11th, from gen. Waſhington, was read, informing, 
that brigadier McIntoſh is deſirous of ſerving in the ſouthern- army, as 
the war is now in the ſtate to which he belongs; and therefore recom- 
mending him as a gentleman whoſe knowledge of ſervice and of the 
country promiſes to render him uſeful 3 whereupon, 

Resolved, That brigadier-general M<Intoſh be permitted to repair 
to the ſouthern army, and there act under the orders of the command- 
ing-officer in that department, until the farther orders of Congreſs or 
the commander in chief. 

The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Scudder, Mr. Laurens and Mr. 
Paca, to whom were referred ſundry letters from Leonard Albouy and 
others, report, 

« That being convinced from a variety of concurrent teſtimony and 
circumſtances, the diſtreſſes of the Bermudians are not exaggerated, and 
that any proviſions which may arrive at their iſlands, will be faithfully 
and entirely applied to their uſe: having alſo collected a number of 
important vouchers in proof of their warm attachment to theſe ſtates, 


and being moreover aſſured by the miniſter of France that his court 


vill cordially acquieſce with any meaſures which the policy of Congreſs 
may adopt in behalf of thoſe ſuffering iſlanders, they are of opinion, 
that notwithſtanding the reſolution of inexpediency of the 7th inſt. 
ſome mode of immediate relief to that diſtreſſed people ought to be 
adopted, and therefore do earneſtly recommend the following reſolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the executive powers of the 
ſtates of Pennſylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia and N. Carolina 
reſpetively, to permit 1000 buſhels of Indian corn, to be exported 
from each of the ſaid ſtates, for the relief of the diſtreſſed inhabitants 
of thoſe iſlands ; and that it be required of the captains of any veſſels 
on board which the ſaid corn ſhall be laden, to return to the reſpective 
executive powers aforeſaid, certificates of the delivery and faithful ap- 
propriation of the ſaid proviſion, under the ſignature of at leaſt two of 
the principal inhabitants of the ſaid iſlands :” 15 5 

A motion was made by Mr. Burke, ſeconded by Mr. Penn, to ſtrike 
out the words, “ and North-Carolina ;” and on the queſtion, ſhall thoſe 
words ſtand? | 


The yeas and nays being required by Mr. Burke, 


Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. Gerry, no) 
Mr. Lovell, ay >no 
| Mr. Holten, no 
Rhode-Island, Mr. Collins, no no 
Connecticut, Mr. Sherman, dy e : 
Mr. Spencer, | 5 divided. 


New-York, | Mr. Fay, "7 4 
Mx. Flog, ay 
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New-Fersey, 


Pennsylvania, 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


North-Carolina, 


South-Carolina, 


Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-lsland, 


Connecticut, 
New-York, 
New-Fersey, 


Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, 


Virginia, 


North-Carolina, 


Sguth-Carolina, 


Mr. 


Mr. 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 
On the queſtion to agree to the report; the yeas and nays being te. 
quired by Mr. Penn, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Scud der, 
Fell, 

. Shippen, 
Atlee, 

. Searle, 
Wynkoop, 

» Plater, 
Carmichael, 
. Henry, 
Jener, 
Smith, 
ie, 
Griffin, 
Penn, 
Burke, 
Sharpe, 
Laurens, 
Drayton, 


Gerry, 
Lovell, 
Holten, 
Collins, 
Sherman, 
Spencer, 


Jay, 


Floyd, 
Scudder, 
Fell, 
Shippen, 
Atlee, 
Searle, 
Wynkoop, 
Plater, 


Carmichael, 


Henry, 


Fenifer, 


Smith, 


R. H. Lee, 


Griffin, 


Penn, 


Burke, 


Sharpe, 


Laurens, 


Drayton, 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative, 
Mr. Smith then aroſe; and with the leave of the houſe, read in hö- 
vlace a paper in anſwer to the paper delivered in by Mr, Laurens, i 


80 


MAY 1779. 155 


which he repeats his requeſt, “that Congreſs will explicitly declare 
whether it be their opinion that the motion which he made on Friday, 
was full of dangerous conſequences, derogatory to the honor and dig- 
nity of Congreſs, and alarming to the free and independent citizens 
of theſe United States ; and hopes that Congreſs, having indulged Mr. 
Laurens with entering his addreſs upon the journal, will do him equal 
juſtice, and allow him the ſame indulgence, by entering his addreſs up- 
on the journal of Congreſs : 


The motion being ſeconded by Mr. Penn, 
On the queſtion, ſhall Mr, Smith's addreſs be entered on the journal ? 
The yeas and nays being required by Mr. Smith, | 


New- Hampshire, Mr, Whipple, no no 
 Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. Gerry, no 
Mr. Lovell, ay no 
Mr. Holten, 2 
Rhode-lIsland, Mr. Ellery, nod... 
Mr. Collins, os divided. 
Connecticut, Mr. Sherman, no q 
Mr. Spencer, no 
4 New-York, Mr. Fay, ay 
Mr. G. Morris, a” 
Mr. Floyd, ay 
New-Tersey, Mr. Scudder, 221 
Mr. Fell, na \ 9 
Penngylvania, Mr. Armstrong, no 
Mr. Shippen, no 
Mr. Atlee, ay no 
Mr. Searle, no 
Mr. Wynkoop, no | 
Maryland, Mr. Plater, ay 
Mr. Carmichael, ay 
Mr. Henry, ay £Y 
Mr. Jenifer, ay 
Virginia, Mr. Smith, ay 
Mr. R. H. Lee, no _ 
Mr. Grifiin, 5 
Mr. Fleming, ay 
Nortb- Carolina, Mr. Penn, 2 
Mr. Burke, ay > ay 
Mr. Sharpe, ay ) 
Sout-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, 88 
| Mr. Drayton, no divided. 


5 


k 


rency, 


* OL. V. 


So it paſſed in the negative. 

| — ci MMD_ 
WEDNESDAY, May 19, 1779. | 

According to the order of the day, Congreſs proceeded to the conſi- 

eration of that part of the report of the board of treaſury, relative to 

the raiſing ſupplies and ſupporting the credit of the continental cur- 
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On conſidering the reſolution, 

« That theſe United States be called upon, in addition to the {yp 
required by a reſolution of Congreſs of the 2d of January, for thei 
reſpective quotas of million of dollars, to be paid into the 
continental treaſury before the firſt day of January next, in the pg. 
portion following.” 

A motion was made by Mr. Dickinſon, ſeconded by Mr. Mort. 
that the blank be filled with the word “ ſixty.” 

On which the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Morris, 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Whipple, no >no 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. S. Adams, no 
r. Gerry, nl, 
Mr. Lovell, no 
Mr. Holten, ay | 
Rbode-Island, Mr. Ellery, nod. 
Mr. Collins, = 
Connecticut, Mr. Sherman, 92 4 
Mr. Spencer, vt 9 
New-York, Mr. Jay, a4 
Mr. Duane, no 
Mr. Morris, ay > 
Mr. Floyd, ay 
New-Fersey, Mr. Withersþoon, no 
Mr. Scudder, none 
| Mr. Fell, q: 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, no 
| _ Shippen, no 
r. Atlee, a 1 
Mr. Searle, be ivided. 
Mr. Mublenberg, ay 
Mr. Wynkoop, no 
Delaware, Mr. Dickinson, ay >ay 
Maryland, Mr. Plater, no 
| Mr. Carmichael, Al 
Mr. Henry, no 195 
| | Mr. Fenifer, no | 
Virginia, Mr. Smith, no 
| Mr. R. H. Lee, no no 
Mr. Fleming, no 
Nortb. Carolina, Mr. Penn, no 
Mr. Burke, ay ne 
Mr. Sharpe, no 
South-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, nod 5: - 
r. Drayton, os Auel. 


So it paſſed in the negative. 

A motion was then made by Mr. Penn, ſeconded by Mr. Armſtrong; 
that the blank be filled with the words “ forty-five.” 

On which the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Morris, 
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{um 
their 
) the 


pre 


Iris, 


New- Hampsbire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Tsland, 
Connecticut, 
New-York, 


New-FJersey, 


Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 


Virginia, 
Nortb. Carolina, 


South-Carolina, 


MAY 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. Sherman, 


Spencer, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


1779, 


Whipple, 
S. Adams, 


Gerry, 

Lovell, 
Holten, 
Ellery, 
Collins, 


Jay, 


Duane, 


Morris, 


Floyd, 


WWitherspoon, 
Scudder, 


Fell, 


Armstrong, 


Shippen, 


Atlee, 


Searle, 


Mublenberg, 
Wynkoop, 
Dickinson, 


Plater, 


Carmichael, 


Henry, 


Jenifer, 


Smith, 


R. H. Lee, 
Fleming, 
Penn, 


Burke, 
Sharpe, 


Laurens, 


Drayton, 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 


— 22 
| THruRSDAT, May 20, 1779. 
The delegates of Virginia laid before Congreſs certain powers and 


no 
9 


divided. 
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inſtructions to them given by the general aſſembly of their ſtate, which 
vere read, and are as follows: 


In General Assembly, Saturday the 19th of December, 1778. 


_ © Resolved, nemine contradicente, That our delegates in Congreſs 
de inſtructed to propoſe to Congreſs that they recommend to each of the 
lates named as parties in the articles of confederation, heretofore laid be- 
ore and ratified by this aſſembly, that they authorize their delegates in 
Longreſs to ratify the ſaid articles, together with the delegates of ſo 
many other of the ſaid ſtates as ſhall be willing, ſo that the ſame ſhall 
be forever binding on the ſtates ſo ratifying, notwithſtanding that a 
part of thoſe named ſhall decline to ratify the ſame, allowing, never- 
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theleſs, to the ſaid ſtates ſo declining, either a given or indefinite time, 
as to Congreſs ſhall ſeem beſt, for acceding to the ſaid confederatiqy, 
and making themſelves thereby members of the union. 

Resolved, nomine contradicente, That our ſaid delegates now in of. 
fice, or hereafter to be appointed, be authorized and required, and an 
hereby authorized and required, to ratify the ſaid articles of confeden. 
tion on the part of this commonwealth, with ſo many of the other ſtate; 
named in them as parties, as ſhall on their part ratify the ſame, 

B. HARRISON, S. H. D. 
Teſt : | A. Cary, 8. 8.“ 

In purſuance of the above powers and inſtructions, the ſaid delegate; 
moved in the words following : 

« Whereas it is of the greateſt importance to the ſafety, honor and 
intereſt of the United States, that the confederation be cloſed as ſoon u 
may be, and rendered forever binding on the ſtates acceding thereto; 

Resolved, That it be earneſtly recommended to each of the ſtate; 
named as parties to the confederation, that they authorize their dele. 
gates in Congreſs to ratify the ſame on or before the day of 

next, in conjunction with the delegates of ſo many other of the 
ſaid ſtates as ſhall be willing; to the end, that the ſame may be thence. 
forward forever binding on the ſtates ſo ratifying, notwithſtanding that 
a part of thoſe named ſhall decline to ratify the ſame.” 

The delegates of Virginia then delivered in a paper ſigned by then 
in the words following : 

“In conſequence of the foregoing inſtructions and powers to 15 
given, we do hereby declare, that we are ready and willing to ratify 
the confederation with any one or more ſtates named therein, ſo tha 
the ſame ſhall be forever binding upon the ſtate of Virgina. 


Signed, Merewether Smith, Richard Henry Lee, 
| Cyrus Griffin, William Fleming. 


Congreſs proceeded to the conſideration of the report of the con- 
mittee of thirteen on foreign affairs: | | 

After debate, it was agreed by the houſe, that the queſtion ſhall be 
ſtated, ſhall Mr. R. Izard be recalled ? | 

— C> — 
Fripar, May 21, 1779. 

Mr. Huntington, a delegate from Connecticut, attended, and too 
his ſeat in Congreſs, | 

The delegates of Maryland informed Congreſs, that they have rt- 
_ ceived inſtructions reſpecting the articles of confederation, which they 
are directed to lay before Congreſs, and to have entered on their jour- 
nals; the inſtructions being read, are as follows: 

<« Inſtructions of the general aſſembly of Maryland, to Georg: 
Plater, William Paca, William Carmichael, John Henry, Jams 
Forbes and Daniel of St, Thomas Jenifer, Eſqrs; 

Gentlemen, having conferred upon you a truſt of the higheſt na. 
ture, it is evident we place great confidence in your integrity, abilities 
and zeal to promote the general welfare of the United States, and th 
particular intereſt of this ſtate, where the latter is not incompatible 
with the former; but to add greater weight to your proceedings i 
Congreſs, and to take away all ſuſpicion that the opinions you there 


geliver, and the votes you give may be the mere opinions of individuals, 
and not reſulting from your knowledge of the ſenſe and deliberate 
judgment of the ſtate you repreſent, we think it our duty to inſtruct 

u as followeth on the ſubje& of the confederation, a ſubje& in 
which, unfortunately, a ſuppoled difference of intereſt has produced an 
almoſt equal diviſion of ſentiments among the ſeveral ſtates compofing 
the union: We ſay a ſuppoſed difference of intereſts ; for, if local at- 
tachments and prejudices, and the avarice and ambition of individuals, 
would give way to the dictates of a ſound policy, founded on the prin- 
ciples of juſtice, (and no other policy but what is founded on thoſe 
immutable principles deſerves to be called ſound,) we flatter ourſelves 
this apparent diverſity of intereſts would ſoon vaniſh ; and all the ſtates 
would confederate on terms mutually advantageous to all; for they 
would then perceive that no other confederation than one ſo formed 
can be laſting. Although the preſſure of immediate calamities, the 
dread of their continuance from the appearance of diſunion, and ſome 
other peculiar circumſtances, may have induced ſome ſtates to accede 
to the preſent confederation, contrary to their own intereſts and judg- 
ments, it requires no great ſhare of forelight to predict, that when 
thoſe cauſes ceaſe to operate, the ſtates which have thus acceded to the 
confederation will conſider it as no longer binding, and will eagerly em- 
brace the firſt occaſion of aſſerting their juſt rights and ſecuring their 
independence. Is it poſhble that thoſe ſtates, who are ambitiouſly 
graſping at territories, to which in our judgment they have not the 
leaſt ſhadow of excluſive right, will uſe with greater moderation the 
encreaſe of wealth and power derived from thoſe territories, when ac- 
quired, than what they have diſplayed in their endeavours to acquire 
them? we think not; we are convinced the ſame ſpirit which hath 
prompted them to inſiſt on a claim ſo extravagant, ſo repugnant to 
every principle of juſtice, ſo incompatible with the general welfare of 
all the ſtates, will urge them on to add oppreſſion to injuſtice. If they 
ſhould not be incited by a ſuperiority of wealth and ſtrength to op- 
preſs by open force their leſs wealthy and leſs powerful neighbours, 
yet the depopulation, and conſequently the impoveriſnment of thoſe 
ſtates, will neceſſarily follow, which by an unfair conſtruction of the 
confederation may be ſtripped of a common intereſt in, and the com- 
mon benefits derivable from the weſtern country. Suppoſe, for in- 
ſtance, Virginia indiſputably poſſeſſed of the extenſive and fertile coun- 
try to which ſhe has ſet up a claim, what would be the probable conſe- 
quences to Maryland of ſuch an undiſturbed and undiſputed poſſeſhon ? 
they cannot eſcape the leaſt diſcerning. 

Virginia, by ſelling on the moſt moderate terms a ſmall proportion 
of the lands in queſtion, would draw into her treaſury vaſt ſums of mo- 
ney, and in proportion to the fums ariſing from ſuch ſales, would be 
enabled to leſſen her taxes : lands comparatively cheap and taxes com- 
Mratively low, with the lands and taxes of an adjacent ſtate, would 
quickly drain the ſtate thus diſadvantageouſly circumſtanced of its moſt 
uſeful inhabitants, its wealth; and its conſequence in the ſcale of the 
confederated ſtates would fink of courſe. A claim ſo injurious to more 
than one half if not to the whole of the United States, ought to be 
ſupported by the cleareſt evidence of the right. Yet what evidences of 
that right have been produced ? what arguments alledged in ſupport 
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either of the evidence or the right; none that we have heard of deſer. 
ving a ſerious refutation. 

It has been ſaid that ſome of the delegates of a neighbouring ſtate 
have declared their opinion of the impracticability of governing the ex. 
tenſive dominion claimed by that ſtate: hence alſo the neceſſity wa 
admitted of dividing its territory and erecting a new ſtate, under the 
auſpices and direction of the elder, from whom no doubt it would re. 
ceive its form of government, to whom it would be bound by ſome alli. 
ance or confederacy, and by whoſe councils it would be influenced : ſuch 
a meaſure, if ever attempted, would certainly be oppoſed by the other 
ſtates, as inconſiſtent with the letter and ſpirit of the propoſed confede. 
ration. Should it take place, by eſtabliſhing a ſub-confederacy, imperiun 
in imperio, the ſtate poſſeſſed of this extenſive dominion muſt then ei. 
ther ſubmit to all the inconveniences of an overgrown and unwieldy 
government, or {uſfer the authority of Congreſs to interpoſe at a ſuture 
time, and to lop off a part of its territory to be erected into a new and 
free ſtate, and admitted into the confederation on ſuch conditions as 
ſhall be ſettled by nine ſtates. If it is neceſſary for the happinels and 
tranquility of a ſtate thus overgrown, that Congreſs ſhould hereafter 
interfere and divide its territory; why is the claim to that territory 
now made and fo pertinaciouily inſiſted on? we can ſuggeſt to ourſelves 
but two motives; either the declaration of relinquiſhing at ſome future 
period a portion of the country now contended for, was made to ]ull 
ſuſpicion aſleep, and to cover the deſigns of a ſecret ambition, or if the 
thought was ſeriouily entertained, the lands are now claimed to reap 
an immediate profit trom the fale, We are convinced policy and jul- 
tice require that a country unſettled at the commencement of rhis war, 
claimed by the Britiſh crown, and ceded to it by the treaty of Paris, 
- if wreſted from the common enemy by the blood and treaſure of the 
thirteen ſtates, ſhould be conſidered as a common property, fubject to 
be parcelled out by Congreſs into free, convenient and independent 
governments, in ſuch manner and at ſuch times as the wiſdom of that 
aſſembly ſhall hereafter direct. Thus convinced, we ſhould betray 
the truſt repoſed in us by our conſtituents, were we to authorize you 
to ratify on their behalf the confederation, unleſs it be farther ex- 
plained : we have coolly and diſpaſſionately conſidered the ſubject; 
we have weighed probable inconveniences and hardſhips againſt the ſa- 
crifice of juſt and eſſential rights; and do inſtru& you not to agree to 
the confederation, unleſs an article or articles be added thereto in con- 
formity with our declaration : ſhould we ſucceed in obtaining ſuch ar- 
ticle or articles, then you are hereby fully empowered to accede to the 
confederation. | 

That theſe our ſentiments reſpecting the confederation may be 
more publicly known and more explicitly and conciſely declared, we 
have drawn up the annexed declaration, which we inſtruc you to lay 
before Congreſs, to have it printed, and to deliver to each of the dele- 
gates of the other ſtates in Congreſs aſſembled, copies thereof, ſigned 
by yourſelves or by ſuch of you as may be preſent at the time of the 
delivery; to the intent and purpoſe that the copies aforeſaid may be 
communicated to our brethren of the United States, and the contents 
of the ſaid declaration tak into their ſerious and candid conſiders- 
tion. 
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Alſo we deſire and inſtruct you to move at a proper time that theſe 
inſtructions be read to Congreſs by their ſecretary, and entered on the 
zournals of Congreſs. 

We have ſpoken with freedom, as becomes freemen ; and we ſin— 
cerely wiſh, that theſe our repreſentations may make ſuch an impreſ- 
Gon on that aſſembly as to induce them to make ſuch addition to the 
articles of confederation as may bring about a permanent union. 

A true copy from the proceedings of December 15, 1778. 

Teſt: T. DUCKETT, C. H. D. 

The delegates for the ſtate of Connecticut laid before Congreſs far- 
ther powers relative to the articles of confederation, which were read, 
and are as follows: 

« State of Connecticut, J. 


At a general aſſembly of the governor and company of the ſtate of 
Connecticut in America, holden at Hartford by ſpecial order of the 
governor of the ſaid ſtate, on Wedneſday the 7th day of April, Anno 
Domini 1779. 

(L. S.) 5 | 

It appearing to this aſſembly to be eſſentially neceſſary for the pre- 
ſervation, ſafety, independence and ſovereignty of the United States 
of America, that the articles of confederation and perpetual union be 
acceded to, ratified and confirmed : and whereas all of the ſaid ſtates 
except Maryland have agreed to and confirmed ſaid articles of confe- 
deration, and Maryland hath not acceded to ſaid articles as drawn up, 
for reaſons heretofore publiſhed : and whereas the confederation of 
thirteen ſtates may not be conſidered as obligatory on twelve ſtates only: 

Resolved, That the delegates of this ſtate in Congreſs be directed 
and empowered, and full power and authority is hereby given and gran- 
ted to the ſaid delegates, in the name and behalf of this ſtate, to enter 
into, ratify and confirm ſaid articles of confederation and perpetual 
union with the ſtates of N. Hampſhire, Mafſachuſetts-Bay, R. Ifland 
and Providence Plantations, N. York, N. Jerſey, Pennſylvania, Dela- 
ware, Virginia, N. Carolina, S. Carolina and Georgia, in the moſt full 
and ample manner; always provided, that the ſtate of Maryland be not 
thereby excluded from acceding to ſaid confederation at any time 
hereafter. A true copy of record: 

Examined by GEORGE WrLLYs, Secretary." 


Congreſs reſumed the confideration of the report of the board of 
treaſury on finance, and in conſidering the reſolution under debate on 
Wedneſday, | 

A motion was made by Mr. Gerry, ſeconded by Mr. Carmichael, 
to ſtrike out January,“ in the laſt line; and in the room thereof inſert 
*April;” and on the queſtion, ſhall the word “ January” ſtand ? 

The yeas and nays being required by Mr. Gerry, 


New- Hampsbire, Mr. Whipple, no no 

Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. S. Adams, ay 
*Mr. Gerry, no \_, 
Mr. Lovell, ay 0 
Mr. Holten, ay 


Rhode-Island, Mr. Ellery, as 
Mr. Collins, ng 
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Connecticut, Mr. Sherman, ay 
Mr. Spencer, 5 fo 
Mr. Huntington, ay 
New-York, Mr. Fay, Al 
Mr. Duane, ay 
Mr. Morris, ay © 
| Mr. Floyd, ay 
Neu- Jersey, Mr. Scudder, ay > * 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, ay 
| Mr. Shippen, ay 
Mr. Atlee, ay 
Mr. Searle, no 
Mr. Mublenberg, ay 
Mr. Wynkoop, ay 
Delaware, Mr. Dickinson, ay Say 
Maryland, Mr. Plater, © no) 
| Mr. Carmichael, no ND 
Mr. Henry, no 
| Mr. Jenifer, no ſ 
Virginia, Mr. Smith, ay 
| Mr. R. H. Lee, no 
Mr. Grifin, ay 7 2 
Mr. Fleming, ay 
Nortb-Carolina, Mr. Penn, ay 
| Mr. Burke, ay Lay 
Mr. Sharpe, 5} 
South-Carolina, Mr. Drayton, ay pay 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 
On the queſtion to agree to the reſolution as amended, 


Resolved, That theſe United States be called upon, in addition to 


the ſum required by a reſolution of Congreſs of the 2d of January laſ, 
for their reſpective quotas of 45,000,000 of dollars, to be paid into 
the continental treaſury before the firſt day of January next, in the 
proportion following : Bo 


New-Hampſhire, = - 1,500, 000 
Maſſachuſetts-Bay, - 6,000,000 
Rhode-Iſland, - - 750,000 
Connecticut, - - 5,100,000 
New-York, : 2,400, 000 
New-Jerſey, p | - 2,400,000 
Pennſylvania, - = 6, 700, 000 
Delaware, — 450,000 
Maryland, - 4,680,000 
Virginia, - - 7,200,000 
North-Carolina, - | 3,270,000 
South-Carolina, - — 5,550,000 
45,000, 00 


Georgia being invaded, is hereafter to raiſe her proportion. 
FNesolved, That the ſaid ſeveral ſums, or any greater ſums, which 
ſhall be paid by any of the ſtates into the continental treaſury 
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hall be paſſed to their reſpective credits on intereſt, on the ſame terms 
1; are preſcribed by the reſolution of Congreſs paſſed the 22d of No- 
vember, 1777. 
— 6683. —— — 
SATURDAY, May 22, 1779. 

A letter, of the 21ſt, from W. Rogers, chaplain of the brigade late 
commanded by brigadier Conway, was read, requeſting that the ſtile of 
the brigade may be changed to that of “ the third Pennſylvania bri- 
gade, being the ſtile by which it is known in the army: 

Resolved, That his requeſt be granted, and that a new certificate be 
ranted to him, referring to his appointment of the 11th of June, 1778, 
The committee on the treaſury brought in a report, which was read 
whereupon, 

Resolved, That upon application from the ſtate of Connecticut, a 
warrant iſſue on the treaſurer in favour of their delegates, for 150,000 
dollars, the ſaid ſtate to be accountable, and to repay a like ſum to 
the commiſſioner of the continental loan-office thereof in the month 
of Auguſt next, with intereſt at ſix per cent. per annum, tranſmitting 
duplicate receipts to the board of treaſury : 

That upon application from the ſtate of Maſſachuſetts-Bay, a war- 
rant iſſue on the treaſurer in favour of Mr. John Lovell, for 800,000 
dollars, the ſaid ſtate to be accountable, and to repay 500,000 dollars 
thereof to the commiſſioner of the continental loan-office of the ſaid 
ate in the month of Auguſt next, with intereſt at fix per cent. per 
num, tranſmitting. duplicate receipts to the board of treaſury : 

That upon application from the ſtate of Virginia, a warrant iſſue on 
the treaſurer in favour of John Moſs, Eſq; for 300,000 dollars, the 
ſad ſtate to be accountable, and to pay a like ſum to the commiſſioner 
of the continental loan- office thereof in the month of Auguſt next, with 
intereſt at ſix per cent. per annum, tranſmitting duplicate receipts to 
the board of treaſury. 

Resolved, That the auditors of the army be authorized to encreaſe 
the pay of ſuch of their clerks as may merit the fame, to a ſum not ex- 
ceeding 120 dollars per month, according to their reſpective abilities. 

Resolved, That all continental officers who are or may be exchan- 
ped, and not continued in the ſervice, be, after ſuch exchange, conſider- 
ed as ſupernumerary officers, and intitled to the pay provided by a re- 
lolution of Congreſs of the 24th of November laſt. | 

Whereas the troops formerly ſerving in S. Carolina and Georgia are 
uitedin one body, under the fame commanding officer; and diſorder may 
ariſe from having two military-cheſts and pay- maſters in the ſame detach- 
ment of the army; and Joſeph Clay, Eſq; deputy pay-maſter for Geor- 

$14, having repreſented that the money remaining in his hands will be 
loon expended, and a ſupply having been lately forwarded to John 
Lewis Gervais, deputy pay-maſter for South-Carolina : 

Resolved, That the general commanding in S. Carolina be authori- 
d and directed to draw out of the hands of the ſaid John Lewis Ger- 
dais, the balance which may be due from him to the public, and tranſ- 
fer it to the care of the ſaid Joſeph Clay, who ſhall be conſidered as 
the ſole deputy pay-maſter for the troops ſerving in S. Carolina and 
Norgia, your the further order of Congreſs ; and that Mr. Gervais 

OL. V. + 4 
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adjuſt and tranſmit his accounts to the board of treaſury for ſettlement. 

In conſequence of a recommendation from the board of treaſury, 

Resolved, That John Reed, William Coats, John Williams, George 
Bright and Levy Budd, be appointed ſigners of the continental bills 
of credit. 

The delegates of New-Y ork, in behalf of their ſtate, moved that Coq. 
greſs come to the following reſolutions : 

„ Whereas divers of the inhabitants of a certain diſtrict of Country 
over a particular part of which the ſtate of N. York, and over the re. 
ſidue of which the ſtate of N. Hampſhire, at the time when theſe Uni. 
ted Sates were colonies of, and ſubjeC to, the crown of Great-Britain, 
did exerciſe juriſdi ion, have under various pretences refuſed alle. 
glance thereto, and attempted to conflitute themſelves into a ſeparat: 
ſtate. under the aſſumed name of the ſtate of Vermont: 

Resolved, That the ſtates of N. Hampſhire, Maſſachuſetts-Bay, R. 
Iſland and Providence Plantations, Connecticut, N. York, N. Jerley, 
Pennſylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, N. Carolina, S. Carolin 
and Georgia, are ſeverally entitled to and ought to hold and be main. 
tained in the poſſeſhon of all the lands and territories, which appertain. 
ed of right to each of them reſpectively while they were colonies of and 
ſubj-& to the king of Great-Britain. 

Resolved, That none of the ſaid ſtates ought to be or ſhall be divel. 
ted of any land or territories over which they reſpeQively exerciſed 
juriſdiction at the time aforcſaid, unleſs by judgment of Congreſs in fa. 
vour of certain other of the ſaid ſtates claiming the ſame or any part 
thereof, and proſecuting that claim in the way preſcribed by the arti- 
cles of confederation. 

Resolved, That no part or diſtrict of one or more of the ſaid ſtates, 
ſhall be permitted ro ſeparate therefrom, and become independent there- 
on, without the expreſs conſent and approbation of ſuch ſtate or ſtates 
reſpectively _ 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the inhabitants of the fad 

retended ſtate of Vermont, to return peaceably to their former ju- 
riſdictions, that is to ſay, thoſe who have ſeparated from the ſtate of 
N. York, to the ſtate of N. York, and thoſe who have ſeparated from 
the ſtate of New-Hampſhire, to the ſtate of New-Hampſhire. 

Resolved, That Congreſs will readily hear, examine and interpoſe, 
to obtain a redreſs of any grievances of which the ſaid inhabitants may 
have cauſe to complain againſt their ſaid reſpe&ive ſtates. 

Resolved, That nothing in the preceding reſolutions contained, ſhall 
be conſtrued to confirm or prejudice the title of the ſtates of N. Hamp- 
ſhire or N. York, to the juriſdictions aforeſaid, or to exclude or bar 
any claims which other ſtates may have thereto or to any part thereof,” 

A motion was thereupon made by Mr. Burke, ſeconded by Mr. Morris, 


That on Saturday next, Congreſs be reſolved into a committee of 


the whole, to conſider the foregoing reſolutions. 

On which the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Jay, 
New- Hampshire, Mr. Whipple, no >no 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. S. Adams, ay 

Mr. Gerry, Gy 
Mr. Lovell, ay od 
Mr. Holten, ay 
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Rhode- Island, Mr. Collins, ay >ay 
Connecticut, Mr. Sherman, ay 
Mr. Huntington, ay ay 
Mr. Spencer, ay 
New-York, Mr, Fay, ay 
Mr. Duane, ay 
Mr. Morris, ay V 
Mr. Floyd, ay 
Neu- Jersey, Mr. Tell, ay > * 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, no 
Mr. Sippen, ay 
Mr. Atlee, ay Say 
Mr. Mublenberg, ay 
Mr. Wynkoop, ay 6 
Maryland, Mr. Pater, ay 
Mr. Carmichael, ay ap 
Mr. Jenifer, 2 
Virginia, Mr. Smith, ay 
| Mr. R. H. Lee, ay ay 
Mr. Fleming, 4 
Nortb-Carolina, Mr. Penn, ay 
Mr. Burke, ay > ap 
Mr. Sharpe, 5 
South-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, v1 2 
Mr. Drayton, ayS 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. | 

The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Burke, Mr. Duane and Mr. Lovell, 
to whom was referred the letter from the miniſter plenipotentiary of 
France, with the note from Don Juan de Mirailles, dated May 18th, 
1779, brought in a report; whereupon, | 

Resolved, That the reſolutions of Congreſs, paſſed on the 6th day 
of March laſt, relative to the controul of Congreſs by appeal in the laſt 
reſort over all juriſdictions for deciding the legality of captures on the 
high ſeas, be immediately tranſmitted to the ſeveral ſtates ; and that 
they be reſpectively requeſted to take effectual meaſures for conform- 
ing therewith. 

Resolved, That the following letter be written to the miniſter ple- 
nipotentiary of France, and ſigned by the preſident : 

dir, Congreſs having taken into conſideration your letter of the 19th _ 
of this month, I am direQed to aſſure you, that as ſoon as the matter 
ſhall in due courſe come before them, they will attend very particularly 
to the caſes of the veſſels ſtated in the note from Don Juan de Mirailles 
to have been ſailing under the flag of his Catholic majeſty, and cap- 
tured by armed veſſels under the flag of the United States; and that 
they will cauſe the law of nations to be moſt ſtrictly obſerved : that if 
It ſhall be found, after due trial, that the owners of the captured veſ- 
gels have ſuffered damage from the miſapprehenſion or violation of the 
nights of war and neutrality, Congreſs will cauſe reparation to be 
made in ſuch manner as to do ample juſtice and vindicate the honor 
of the Spaniſh flag. 

That Congreſs have every poſſible diſpoſition to cultivate the moſt 
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perfect harmony with his Catholic majeſty, and to encourage the mot 
liberal and friendly intercourſe between his ſubjects and the citizen; 
of theſe United States; but they cannot, conliſtently with the power 
entruſted to them and the rights of the ſtates and of individuals, in any 
caſe, ſuſpend or interrupt the ordinary courſe of juſtice, 

On motion of Mr. Duane, ſeconded by Mr. Morris, Congreſs cam: 
to the following relolution : | 

Whereas a propoſition has been made for exchanging a number gf 
the good citizens of theſe ſtates who are in captivity at Niagara and 
its vicinity, for diſaffected citizens who are deſirous to join the eneny; 

Resolved, That the commiſſioners of Indian affairs for the northern. 
department, or any two of them, be authorized and directed, with tie 
concurrence of the commander in chief and the governor or executire 
authority of the ſeveral ſtates, whoſe citizens reſpectively ſhall be the 
ſubject of the propoſed exchange, to negociate and ſettle ſuch exchange 
in the manner and on the terms they ſhall judge reaſonable and expe. 


dient. 
Monpar, May 24, 1779. 


Resolved, That the journals of a preceding day be open to correc. 
tion during the whole of the next day. 

The delegates from Maryland laid before Congreſs a letter of the 
20th, from T. Johnſton, governor of that ſtate : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the board of war, and that the hoard 
be directed to furniſh, with all- convenient diſpatch, to the ſtate of Mz 
ryland, 600 ſtand of arms, for which the ſaid ſtate is to be accountable, 

A motion was made by Mr. Morris, ſeconded by Mr. Carmichae, 
in the words following: | | 

«© Whereas Congreſs on the 15th of May laſt, did unanimouſly re 
ſolve, that all military-officers commiſſioned by Congreſs, who then 
were or thereafter might be in the ſervice of the United States, ant 
ſhould continue therein during the war, and not hold any office of pro- 
fit under theſe ſtates or any of them, ſhould after the concluſion of the 
war be entitled to receive annually for the term of ſeven years, if they 
ſhould live ſo long, one half of the preſent pay of ſuch officers, with 
certain proviſoes and limitations : and whereas the great ſufferings 
exemplary fortitude, and unſhaken perſeverance of the ſaid officer; 
juſtly entitle them to the favourable notice of a grateful country, whole 
liberties they have bravely defended, ſupported and eſtabliſhed : thi 
Congreſs, therefore, mindful of their preſent ſufferings, and willing to 
make future proviſion for the age of thoſe whoſe youth, and healtl 
and eaſe, have been generouſly expended in the ſervice of the public 
do reſolve and promiſe, that all military-officers commiſſioned by Con. 
greſs, who are or ſhall be in the ſervice of the United States, and ſhal 
continue therein during the war, ſhall, after the concluſion thereof, f- 
ceive annually during their natural lives one half of their preſent pay” 

An objection being made againſt taking this into conſideration, # 
being out of order; on the queſtion, is the above motion in order? tt 
yeas and nays being required by Mr. Carmichael, 
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New- Hampshire, Mr. Whipple, no >no 
Alassacbusetts-Bay, Mr. S. Adams, no 
Mr. Gerry, no 
Mr. Lovell, no £® 
Mr. Holten, no 
Rhode-Tsland, Mr. Ellery, no n 
Connecticut, Mr. Sherman, no 
Mr. Huntington, as 
Mr. Spencer, no 
New-York, Mr. Fay, no 
Mr. Duane, no no 
Mr. Morris, 7 
New-Ferse Mr. Scudder no 
Cm Mr. Fell, wh no 
Fennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, no 
Mr. Shippen, no 
Mr. Mublenberg, no >ns 
Mr. Wynkoop, no 
Mr. Atlee, no 
Delaware, Mr. Dich inson, no >no 
Maryland, Mr. Plater, no 
Mr. Carmichael, ay 
Mr. Henry, no £7? 
| Mr. Fenifer, no 
Virginia, Mr. Smith, no 
Mr. Griffin, no U no 
Mr. Fleming, | 0 
Nortb-Carolina, Mr. Penn, no 
Mr. Burke, no no 
Mr. Sharpe, a: 
South-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, no 
ä Mr. Drayton, of FE 
So it paſſed in the negative. 
Mr. Smith having previouſly obtained the general conſent of the 


houſe, moved the following reſolutions : 


% Whereas it hath been repreſented to Congreſs, that the enemy, 
at the time of and ſince their landing in Virginia, have perpetrated 
the moſt unneceſſary, wanton and outrageous barbarities on divers of 
the citizens of that ſtate, as well as on ſeveral of the ſubjeAs of his 
moſt Chriſtian majeſty reſiding therein; deliberately putting many of 
them to death, in cool blood, after they had ſurrendered, abuling wo- 
men and deſolating the country with fire: 

Resolved, That the governor of Virginia be requeſted to cauſe di- 
ligent enquiry to be made into the truth of the above repreſentations, 
and to tranſmit to Congreſs the evidence he may collect on the ſubjeQ, 

Resolved, That Congreſs will retaliate for cruelties and violations 
of the laws of nations, committed in theſe ſtates againſt the ſubjects 
of his moſt Chriſtian majeſty, in like manner and meaſure as if com- 


mitted againſt citizens of the ſaid ſtates; and that the protection of 


Congreſs ſhall be, on all occaſions, equally extended to both.” 
A motion was made by Mr. Morris, ſeconded by Mr, Laurens, that 


— — —— — —¾H — —-U— — 
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the conſideration thereof be poſtponed : and, on the queſtion for pog. 
poning, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Laurens, 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Whipple, ay pay 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. Gerry, no 
Mr. Lovell, ay >no 
Mr. Holten, no 
Rhode-1sland, Mr. Ellery, oy pay 
Connecticut, Mr. Sherman, ay 
Mr. Huntington, ay þ ay 
| Mr. Spencer, ay 
New-York, Mr. Fay, no 
Mr. Duane, no g no 
Mr. Morris, ay) 
Neu- Jersey, Mr. Scudder, — 5 
Mr. Tell, no 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, no 
Mr. Shippen, no 
Mr. Atlee, no no 
Mr. Mublenberg, no 
| Mr. Wynkoop, no 
Delaware, Mr. Dickinson, no no 
Maryland, Mr. Plater, no 
Mr. Carmichael, ay divided 
Mr. Henry, no : 
| Mr. Tenifer, ay 
Virginia, Mr. Smith, No 
Mr. R. H. Lee, no f 
Mr. Griſin, no 
5 Mr. Fleming, no 
Nortb-Carolina, Mr. Penn, no 
Mr. Burke, no F no 
Mr. Sburpe, no 
South -Carolina, Mr. Laurens, 2 divided 
Mr. Drayton, no : 


So it paſſed in the negative. ; 

Congreſs proceeded to conſider the firſt reſolution, and, on the quel- 
tion, reſolved in the affirmative. 

After conſidering the ſecond reſolution, when the queſtion there- 
en was about to be put, the previous queſtion was moved by Mr. Mor- 
ris, and ſeconded by Mr. Laurens, 

And on the previous queſtion, the yeas and nays being required by 
Mr, Jay, | | 

New- Hampsbire, Mr. Whipple, ay >ay 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. S. Adams, ay 


Mr. Gerry, 1 
Mr. Lovell, ay fines. 
+: ir. Holten, no 
Rbode-Tsland, Mr. Ellery, ay 
Mr. Collins, I; od 


Mr. Huntington, no 


Connecticut, Mr. Sherman, no 
| no 
Mr. Spencer, no) 


requ 


re- 
Or- 


New-York, 


Ne- Jersey, 


Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, 
Virginia, 


Nortb-Carolina, 


Soutb-Caroli na, 


New-Hampsbire, 
MHassachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Tsland, 


Connecticut, 


New-York, 


New-Fersey, 


Pennsylvania, 


Maryland, 
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Mr. G. Morris, 
Mr. Floyp, 

Mr. Scudder, 
Mr. Fell, 

Mr. Armstrong, 
Mr. Atlee, 

Mr. Mublenberg, 


| Mr. Wynkoop, 


Mr. Plater, 
Mr. Carmichael, 
Mr, Henry, 


Mr. FJenifer, 


Mr. Smith, 

Mr. R. H. Lee, 
Mr. Griffin, 
Mr. Fleming, 
Mr. Penn, 

Mr. Burke, 
Mr. Sharpe, 
Mr. Laurens, 


Mr. Drayton, 


So it paſſed in the negative, 


On the queſtion to agree to the main queſtion, the yeas and nays being 
required by Mr. Gerry, 


Mr. Whipple, 
Mr. S. Adams, 
Mr. Gerry, 
Mr. Lovell, 
Mr. Folten, 
Mr. Ellery, 
Mr. Collins, 
Mr. Sherman, 
Mr. Huntington, 
Mr. Spencer, 
Mr. Fay, 

Mr. Duane, 
Mr. Morris, 
Mr. Floyd, 
Mr. Scudder, 
Mr. Fell, 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Armstrong, 


Atlee, 


a 
Mublenberg, a 


lI/ynRoop, 
Plater, 


« Carmicbael, 


Henry, 
Fenifer, 


169 


170 JOURNALS OF CONGRESS, 


Virginia, Mr. Smith, ay 
Mr. R. H. Lee, ay ( on 
Mr. Grifin, ay Y frie 
Mr. Fleming, ay * 
Aortb-Carolina, Mr. Penn, ay 
Mr. Burke, ay F ay 3 
Mr. Sharpe, ay ” 
South-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, of divided, 10 
Mr. Drayton, ‚ 
W 
So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 1 
Ordered, That Mr. R. H. Lee have leave of abſence. tive 
— > tha! 
WEpxkspar, May 26, 1779. tile 
The board of treaſury report, that they have conſidered a letter 1 


from the board of war of the 21ſt of May, together with a freſh ay. Wl que 
plication from col. Melchior, barrack-maſter-general, for 206,000 For 
dollars, in addition to a like ſum granted the 22d, and are of opinion, Wi and 

That col. Melchior be directed to diſmiſs all his deputies not at WW to! 
this poſt and Charlotteville, and make report of the names and ſtations i ceii 
of the deputy barrack-maſters ſo to be diſmiſſed, to the board of war, Wi gen 
who ſhall iſſue orders to the quarter-maſter-general to put the barrach Wh plac 


under the charge of his deputies : abr 
Resolved, That Congreſs agree to the report. ble. 
The houſe being informed that his excellency the preſident of Pem- E 


ſylvania, accompanied by ſeveral gentlemen, was at the door, with a We 
petition ſigned by a number of the inhabitants of Pennſylvania, as well Wi uti 
as of other ſtates, which he deſired might be introduced and laid be- | 
fore Congreſs in the manner moſt agreeable to them. 

Ordered, That his excellency the preſident and the gentlemen at- 
companying him be introduced, in order that he may preſent the pe- 
tition. 

Accordingly, being introduced, the preſident addreſſed the houſeis 
a ſhort ſpeech, preſented the petition, and withdrew : 

The petition was then read ; 

Ordered, That the [ame be taken into conſideration, with he report 
of the board of treaſury on finance, 

His excellency the prefident of the ſtate having ſuggeſted that ſome 
gentlemen had ſignified a doubt as to the propriety of preſenting the 
ſaid petition 2: 

Resolved unanimously, That Congreſs will at all times, cheerfully 
receive the ſentiments of their conſtituents upon every important mat 
ter which may become a ſubject of their deliberations. | 

The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Dickinſon, Mr. Drayton and Mr 
Duane, appointed to prepare an addrefs to the ſeveral ſtates on tht 

preſent ſituation of affairs, brought in a new draught, which was read, 
amended, and unanimouſly agreed to, as follows : 


To the inhabitants of the United States of America. 


Friends and Countrymen, | | V 
The preſent ſituation of public affairs demands your moſt ſerious 3 Ml thei, 
tention, and particularly the great and encreaſing depreciation of 30 the | 
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currency requires the immediate, ſtrenuous and united efforts of all true 
friends to their country, for preventing an extenſion of the miſchiefs 
that have already flowed from that ſource. 

America, without arms, ammunition, diſcipline, revenue, govern— 
ment or ally, almoſt totally ſtript of commerce, and in the weakneſs of 
youth, as it were, with a * ſtaff and a fling” only, dared, © in the name 
of the Lord of Hoſts,” to engage a gigantic adverſary, prepared at all 
points, boaſting of his ſtrength, and of whom even mighty warriors 
« were greatly afraid,” | 

For defraying the expenſes of this uncommon war, your repreſenta- 
tives in Congreſs were obliged to emit paper money; an expedient 
that you knew to have been before generally and ſucceſsfully prae- 
tiſed on this continent. 

They were very ſenſible of the inconveniences with which too fre- 
quent emiſhons would, be attended, and endeavoured to avoid them. 
For this purpoſe, they eſtabliſhed loan-offices ſo early as in Oct. 1776, 
and have from that time to this, repeatedly and earneſtly ſolicited you 
tolend them money on the faith of the United States. The ſums re- 
ceived on loan have nevertheleſs proved inadequate to the public exi- 
gencies. Our enemies proſecuting the war by ſea and land with im- 
placable fury and with ſome ſucceſs, taxation at home and borrowing 
abroad, in the midſt of difficulties and dangers, were alike impractica- 
ble, Hence the continued neceſſity of new emiſhons, 

Ne But to this cauſe alone we do not impute the evil before mentioned. 
We have too much reaſon to believe it has been in part owing to the 
well BY artifices of men who have haſtened to enrich themſelves by monopoli- 
hes zing the neceſſaries of life, and to the miſconduct of inferior officers 
employed in the public ſervice. | 
a0 The variety and importance of the buſineſs entruſted to your dele- 
pe-. Fates, and their conſtant attendance in Congreſs, neceſſarily diſables 
them from inveſtigating diſorders of this kind. Juftly apprehenſive 
e in of them, they, by their ſeveral reſolutions of the 22d of Nov. and 20th 
of Dec. 1777, and of the 3d and 9th of Feb. 1778, recommended to 
the legiſlative and executive powers of thele ſtates a due attention to 
port Wi theſe intereſting affairs. How far thoſe recommendations have been 
complied with we will not undertake to determine : but we hold our- 
ome BW ſelves bound in duty to you to declare, that we are not convinced there 
the i bas been as much diligence uſed in detecting and reforming abuſes as 
there has been in committing or complaining of them, 
fully With regard to monopolizers, it is our opinion, that taxes judiciouſly 
mat- laid on ſuch articles as become the objects of engroſſers, and thoſe 
frequently collected, would operate againſt the pernicious tendency of 
Mr. i ſuch practices. | 
| the As to inferior officers employed in the public ſervice, we anxiouſly 
read, i defire to call your moſt vigilant attention to their conduct with ref- 
pect to every ſpecies of miſbehaviour, whether proceeding from igno- 
rance, negligence or fraud, and to the making of laws for inflicting 
exemplary puniſhments on all offenders of this kind. „ 

We are ſorry to hear that ſome perſons are ſo {lightly informed of 

their own intereſts as to ſuppoſe that it is advantageous to them to felt 


af produce of their farms at enormous prices, when a little reflection 
ol. V. 2 | 85 


15 N 
your 
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might cenvince them that it is injurious to thoſe intereſts and the ge. 
neral welfare. If they expect thereby to purchaſe imported goods 


cheaper, they will be egregiouſly diſappointed ; for the merchants, wh, 
know they cannot obtain returns in gold, filver or bills of exchange 
but that their veſſels if loaded here at all, muſt be loaded with pro. 
duce, will raiſe the price of what they have to ſell, in proportion to the 
price of what they have to buy; and, conſequently, the land- holder can 
purchaſe no more foreign goods for the ſame quantity of his produce 
than he could before, 

The evil, however, does not ſtop at this point. The land. holder by 
acting on this miſtaken calculation is only labouring to accumulate 
an immenſe debt by encreaſing the public expenſes, for the payment 
of which his eſtate is engaged, and to embarraſs every meaſure adoyt. 
ed for vindicating his liberty and ſecuring his proſperity. 

As the harveſts of this year, which, by the divine goodneſs promiſe ty 
be plentiful, will ſoon be gathered, and ſome new meaſures relating 
to your foreign concerns, with ſome arrangements relating to your 
domeſtic, are now under conſideration, from which beneficial effed; 
are expected, we entertain hopes that your aflairs will acquire a muck 
greater degree of regularity and energy than they have hitherto had, 

But we ſhould be highly criminal it we did not plainly tell you that 
thoſe hopes are not founded wholly upon our own proceedings. Theſe 


muſt be ſupported by your virtue, your wiſdom and your diligence, 


From the advantage of thoſe feats in the national council with which 
you have honored us, we have a plealing proſpe& of many bleſſings 


approaching this our native land, It 1s your patriotiſm muſt introduce 


and fix them here, | 
In vain will it be for your delegates to form plans of economy, to 
ſtrive to ſtop a continuation of emiſhons by taxation or loan, if you 


do not zealouily co-operate with them in promoting their deſigns, and 


ule your utmoſt induſtry to prevent the waſte of money in the expen- 
diture, which your reſpective ſituations in the ſeveral places where it 
is expended, may enable you to do. A diſcharge of this duty anda 


compliance with recommendations for ſupplying money, might enable 


Congreſs to give ſpeedy aſſurances to the public that no more emiſſions 
ſhall take place, and thereby cloſe that ſource of depreciation, 

Your governments being now eſtabliſhed, and your ability to con- 
tend with your invaders aſcertained, we have, on the moſt mature deli. 
beration judged it indiſpenſably neceſſary to call upon you for 45,000,000 
of dollars, in addition to the 15,000,000 required by a reſolution of 
Congreſs of the 2d of Jan. laſt, to be paid inw the continental treaſury 
before the lit day of Jan. next, in the ſame proportion, as, to the quotas 
of the ſeveral ſtates, with that for the ſaid 15,000,000, 

It appeared proper to us to fix the Iſt day of next Jan. for the pay- 
ment of the whole; but as it is probable that ſome ſtates, if not all 
will raiſe part of the ſums by inſtalments or otherwiſe before that 
time, we recommend, in the ſtrongeſt manner, the paying as much # 
can be collected as ſoon as poſſible into the continental treaſury. | 

Though it is manifeſt that moderate taxation in times of peace wil 
tecover the credit of your currency, yet the encouragement which you! 
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enemies derive from its depreciation, and the preſent exigencies, de- 
mand-great and ſpeedy exertions. 

We are perſuaded you will uſe all-poſſible care to make the promo- 
tion of the general welfare interſere as little as may be with the eafe 
and comfort of individuals : but though the raifing theſe ſums ſhould 
preſs heavily on {ome of our conſtituents, yet the obligations we feel 
to your venerable clergy, the truly helpleſs widows and orphans, your 
moſt gallant, generous, meritorious officers and ſoldiers, the public 
faith and the commonweal, fo irrefiſtibly urge us to attempt the ap— 
preciation of your currency, that we cannot withhold obedience to 
thoſe authoritative ſenſations. 

On this ſubject we will only add, that as the rules of juſtice are moſt 

leaſing to our infinitely good and gracious Creator, and an adherence 
to them moſt likely to obtain his favour, fo they will ever be found to 
be the beſt and ſateſt maxims of human policy. 

To our conſtituents we ſubmit the propriety and purity of our in- 
tentions, well knowing they will not forget, that we lay no burthens 
upon them, but thoſe in which we participate with them ; a happy 
ſympathy, that pervades ſocieties formed on the baſis of equal liberty. 
Many cares, many labours, and may we not add, reproaches, are pecu- 
liar to us. Theſe are the emoluments of our unſolicited ſtations ; and 
with theſe we are content, if you approve our conduct. If you do not, 
we ſhall return to our private condition with no other regret, than 
that which will ariſe from our not having ſerved you as acceptably 
and eſſentially as we wiſhed and ſtrove to do, though as cheerfully and 
faithfully as we could, 

Think not we deſpair of the commonwealth, or endeavour to ſhrink 
from oppoſing difficulties. No. Vour cauſe is too good, your ob- 
jects too ſacred to be relinquiſhed. We tell you truths, becauſe you 
are freemen who can bear to hear them and may profit by them ; and 
when they reach your enemies, we fear not the confequences. becauſe 
we are not ignerant of their reſources or our own. Let your good 
ſenſe decide upon the compariſon. Let even their prejudiced under- 
ſandings decide upon it, and you need not be apprehenſive of the de- 
termination, | 

Whatever ſuppoſed advantages from plans of rapine, projets of 
blood, or dreams of domination, may heretofore have amuſed their in- 
famed fancies, the conduct of one monarch, the friend and protector of 
the rights of mankind, has turned the ſcale fo much againſt them, that 
their viſionary ſchemes vaniſh as the unwholeſome vapours of night 
tefore the healthful influences of the ſun. 

An »lliance has been formed between his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty 
and theſe ſtates. on the baſis of the moſt perfect equality, for the direct 
end of maintaining effectnally their liberty, ſovereignty and indepen- 
tence, abſolute and unlimited, as well in matters of government as of 
commerce. The conduct of our good and great ally towards us, in 
ths inſtance and others, has ſo fully manifeſted his ſincerity and kind- 
neſs, as to excite, on our part, correſpondent ſentiments of confidence 
and affection, 

| Obſerving the intereſt of his kingdom, to which duty and inclina- 
non prompted his attention, to be connected with thoſe of America, 
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and the combination of both clearly to coincide with the beneficey 

deſigns of the Author of Nature, who unqueſtionably intended men t 

partake of certain rights and portions of happineſs, his majeſty per. 

ceived the attainment of theſe views to be founded on the fingle pro. 
ſition of a ſeparation between America and Great-Britain, 

The reſentment and confuſion of your enemies will point out to yoy 
the ideas you ſhould entertain of the magnanimity and conſummate 
wiſdom of his moſt Chriſtian majeſty on this occaſion. 

They perceive, that ſelecting this grand and juſt idea from all thoſe 
ſpecious ones that might have conſuſed or miſled inferior judgment or 
virtue, and ſatisfied with the advantages which muſt reſult from that 
event alone, he has cemented the harmony between himſelf and theſe 
ſtates, not only by eſtabliſhing a reciprocity of benefits, but by eradl. 


cating every cauſe of jealouſy and ſuſpicion. They alſo perceive with 


ſimilar emotions, that the moderation of our ally, in not defiring an 
acquifition of dominion on this continent, or an excluſion of other nz. 
tions from a ſhare of its commercial advantages, ſo uſeful to them, ha 
given no alarm to thoſe nations, but in fact has interelled them in the 
accompliſhment of his generous undertaking, to diſſolve the monopoly 
thereot by Great-Britain, which has already contributed to elevate her 
preſent power and hautineſs, and threatened if continued to raiſe both 
to a height inſupportable to the reſt of Europe. 

In ſhort, their own beſt-informed ſtateſmen and writers confeſs that 
your cauſe is exceedingly favoured by courts and people in that quarter 
of the world, while that of your adverſaries is equally reprobated ; and 
ſrom thence draw ominous and well grounded concluſions, that the 
final event muſt prove unfortunate to the latter. Indeed, we have the 
beſt reaſon to believe that we ſhall ſoon form other alliances, and on 
principles honourable and beneficial to theſe ſtates, 

Infatuated as your enemies have been from the beginning of this 
conteſt, do you imagine they can now flatter themſelves with a hope 
of conquering you, unleſs you are falſe to yourſelves ? 

When unprepared, undiſciplined and unſupported, you oppoſed their 
fleets and armies in full conjoined force, then, if at any time, was con- 


_ queſt to be apprehended. Yet what progreſs towards it have their vio- 


lent and incefſant efforts made? judge from their own conduct. Hav. 
ing devoted you to bondage, ind after vainly waſting their blood and 
treaſure in the diſhonorable enterpriſe, they deigned at length to offer 
terms of accommodation with reſpeaful addreſſes. to that once deſpi- 
ſed body, the Congreſs, whoſe humble ſupplications only for peace, li 
berty and ſafety, they had contemptuouſly rejected, under pretence of 
its being an unconſtitutional aſſembly. Nay more; deſirous of ſedu- 
cing you into a deviation from the paths of rectitude, from which they 
had ſo far and ſo raſhly wandered, they made moſt ſpecious offers to 
tempt you into a violation of your faith given to your illuſtrious ally: 
Their arts were as unavailing as their arms. Foiled again, and ſtung 
with rage, embittered by envy, they had no alternative, but to renounce 
the inglorious and ruinous controverſy, or to reſume their former modes 
of proſecuting it. They chooſe the latter. Again the ſavages ate 
ſtimulated to horrid maſſacres of women and children, and domeſtict 


to the murder of their maſters. Again our brave and unhappy Þ't- 


— 
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thren are doomed to miſerable deaths in gaols and priſon-ſhips. To 
complete the ſanguinary ſyſtem, all the “ extremities of war” are by 
authority denounced againſt you, 

Piouſly endeavour to derive this conſolation from their remorſeleſs 
fury, that „the Father of Mercies“ looks down with diſapprobation 
en ſuch audacious defiances of his holy laws; and be further com- 
forted with recollecting, that the arms aſſumed by you in your righteous 
cauſe, have not been ſullied by any unjuſtifiable ſeverities. 

Your enemies deſpairing however, as it ſeems, of the ſucceſs of their 
united forces againſt our main army, have divided them, as if their 
deſign was to harraſs you by predatory, deſultory, operations. If you 
are aſſiduous in improving opportunities, Saratoga may not be the only 
ſpot on this continent to give a new denomination to the baffled troops 
of a nation, impiouſly priding herſelf in notions of her omnipotence. 

Rouſe yourſelves, therefore, that this campaign may finiſh the great 
work you have ſo nobly carried on for ſeveral years paſt, What na- 
tion ever engaged in ſuch a conteſt under ſuch a complication of diſ- 
advantages, ſo ſoon ſurmounted many of them, and in ſo ſhort a period 
of time had ſo certain a proſpect of a ſpeedy and happy concluſion. 
We will venture to pronounce that ſo remarkable an inſtance exiſts 
not in the annals of mankind, We well remember what you ſaid at 
the commencement of this war. You ſaw the immenſe difference be- 
tween your circumſtances and thoſe of your enemies, and you knew 
the quarrel muſt decide on no leſs than your lives, liberties and eſtates, 
All theſe you greatly put to every hazard, reſolving rather to die free- 
men than to live ſlaves; and juſtice will oblige the impartial world to 
confeſs you have uniformly acted on the ſame generous principle. 
Conſider how much you have done, and how comparatively little re- 
mains to be done to crown you with ſucceſs. Perſevere; and you en- 
ſure peace, freedom, ſafety, glory, ſovereignty, and felicity to your- 
ſelves, your children, and your children's children. 

Encouraged by favours already received from infinite goodneſs, 
gratefully acknowledging them, earneſtly imploring their continuance, 
conſtantly endeavouring to draw them down on your heads by an amend- 
ment of your lives and a conformity to the divine will, humbly con— 
iding in the protection ſo often and wonderfully experienced, vigor- 
ouſly employ the means placed by providence in your hands, for com- 
pleting your labours. | 

Fill up your battalions ; be prepared in every part to repel the in- 
curſions of your enemies; place your ſeveral quotas in the continental 
treaſury ; lend money for public uſes; fink the emiſſions of your reſ- 
pective ſtates ; provide effe ctually for expediting the conveyance of ſup- 
plies for your armies and fleets, and for your allies ; prevent the pro- 
duce of the country from being monopolized ; effectually ſuperintend 
the behaviour of public officers; diligently promote piety, virtue, bro- 
therly love, learning, frugality and moderation; and may you be ap— 
proved before Almighty God worthy of thoſe bleflings we devoutly 
viſn you to enjoy. | 

Done in Congreſs by unanimous conſent, this 26th day of May, 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-nine. | 
Joun Jar, President. 
Atteſt; | CHARLES Tromson, Secretory, 
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On motion of Mr. Fleming, ſeconded by Mr. Burke, 

Resolved, That it be referred to the board of war to conſider whe. 
ther it be expedient that ſo many horles he forthwith purchaſed as vil 
be neceſſary to remount ſuch of colonel Baylor's regiment as are with. 
out horſes, and to make ſuch order therein as they may judge will bes 
promote the ſervice of the United States. 


— 22 — 
Frrpar, May 28, 1779. 


According to the order of the day Congreſs proceeded to the conk. 
deration of the report of the treaſury board on finance ; and thereupon 
came to the following reſolution : 

Whereas it is indiſpenſably neceſſary, that the greateſt ecoromy 
ſhould be introduced into the public expenditures : | 

Resolved, That a committee of three he appointed to make ftri& en. 
quiry into the eſtabliſhments and contingent expenſes of the reſpeQize 
boards and departments, and to conſider and report the retrenchments 
and reformations which ſhall appear to be practicable and expedient; 
and that they have power to call for returns from the offices, and for 
information from the officers of any department, and to confer thereon 
with the commander in chief: 

The members choſen, Mr. Dickinſon, Mr. Sherman and Mr. Scud. 
der. 

On motion of Mr. Burke, ſeconded by Mr. Laurens, 

Resolved, That it be referred to the board of treaſury to conſider 
of, and, if they judge it expedient, report a plan for anticipating the 
taxes recommended to be raiſed in the ſeveral ſtates by the ſubſcrip- 
tions of public-ſpirited individuals, to be repaid when the tax fhall be 
collected. 

The board of treaſury having reported “ that, in their opinion, it 
will be impraCticable to carry on the war by paper emiſſions at the 
preſent enormous expenſes of the commiſſary-general's, quarter-mal- 
ter-general's and medical departments: that it appears to them that 
a general opinion prevails, that one cauſe of the alarming expenſes in 
theſe departments ariſes from allowing commiſſions to the numerous 
perſons employed in purchaſing for the army, and that a very general 
diſſatisfaQtion has taken place on that account among the citizens of 
theſe United States; and that, in their opinion, it is neceſſary to put 
the ſaid departments on a different footing with reſpe& to the expendi- 
ture of public money: | | 

Resolved, That the ſame be referred to a committee of three ; and 
that they be directed to report a plan for the purpoſe : 

The members choſen, Mr. Dickinſon, Mr, Huntington and Mr. 
Burke. | | 

On motion of Mr. Dickinſon, ſeconded by Mr. Carmichael, 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to conſider the 
moſt adviſeable mode of negociating a foreign loan, to what amount, 
and in what manner the ſame may be moſt advantageouſly applied to 
the uſe of the ſtates : | | | 

The members choſen, Mr. Dickinſon, Mr. Laurens and Mr. Smith. 
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SarurRDAY, May 29, 1779. | 

Congreſs taking into conſideration a report of the committee on the 
treaſury, . 

Resolved, That the pay-maſter-general ſhall keep his office in the 
lace where Congreſs may, from time to time, hold their ſeſſions : 

That he be allowed to employ as many clerks as ſhall be judged ne- 
ceſſary by the board of treafury : 

That he be authorized to ſuperintend the ſeveral deputy pay-maſters- 
general, whoſe duty it ſhall be to make monthly returns to him and 
reaſonable applications for money for the uſe of the army ; to follow 
kis directions in the mode of keeping their accounts, and all other mat» 
ters relative to their office : 

That all accounts of advances made by any of the ſtates, or any 
officer or perſon whatſoever for the pay of the continental army or 
for the recruiting ſervice, ſhall be delivered to the deputy pay-maſter- 
general of the diſtrict where ſuch advances may be made; and the ſaid 
deputies are hereby directed to keep a copy of fuch accounts in a book 
to be provided by them for that purpoſe, and to tranſmit the originals 
immediately to the pay-maſter-general: 

That the pay-maſter-general ſhall keep regular books, and charge 
therein all monies that have been or may be advanced to the deputies 
in the ſeveral departments: and when he receives their monthly re- 
turns ſhall give them credit for the ſame, charging the ſeveral regi- 
ments or perſons to whom ſuch advances have been made, and tranſ- 
mitting their accounts to the auditors of the army reſpectively. 

That the auditors of the army in the ſeveral diſtricts make monthly 
returns to the pay-maſter-general of the accounts ſettled in their of- 
ce, particularly ſpecifying the manner in which ſuch accounts were 
balanced, and the date of the ſettlement : 

That a deputy pay-maſter-general be appointed for the army, under 
the immediate command of his excellency general Waſhington, 

Resolved, That it be referred to the committee on the treaſury to 
conſider and report the allowances of pay to be made to the deputy 
pay-maſter-general at the main army, as well as to the deputy pay- 
maſters-general in the other diſtrias, and to the clerks of the ſeveral 
deputy pay-maſters-general. : 

Resolved, That the aſſiſtant auditor-general and ſecretary of the 
board of treaſury be reſpectively allowed the ſame falary as is granted 
10 2 commiſſioner of the chamber of accounts. | 

In conſequence of a nomination by the board of treaſury, Congreſs 
proceeded to the election of an aſſiſtant auditor-general, and a ſecretary 
to the board of treaſury ; and, the ballots being taken, Joſeph Nourſe 
vas elected aſſiſtant auditor-general ; Robert Troup ſecretary to the 
board of treaſury, - 

In conſequence of a recommendation of the committee on the trea- 

ly 

Resolved, That William Colladay, Matthew Strong, James John- 
lon, Samuel Nicholas, William Gray, John Graff, jun. Jacob Maſoner, 
John Hazzlewood and Daniel Wiſter, are appointed ſigners of the con- 
knental bills of credit. 

A letter, of the 18th, from G. Clinton, governor of the ſtate of 
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N. York, was read, encloſing copies of ſundry papers, viz, No, 1, A 
- petition of the committees of Cumberland county; 2. A letter of col. 
Patterſon of Cumberland county to governor Clinton, May 5th, 1779; 
3. governor Clinton's letter of May 14th, in anſwer to the petition of 
the committees of Cumberland county; 4. A printed pamphlet, inti. 
tled, A public defence of the right of the New-Hampſhire grants, &c. 
and ſundry other papers relative to the diſpute between the ſtate of 
New-York and the inhabitants of a certain diſtrict ſtiling themſelye; 
the inhabitants of the ſtate of Vermont : | 

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee of the whole, 

A motion was made by Mr. Morris, and ſeconded by Mr. Drayton, 

„That whenever the houſe ſhall go into a committee of the whole 
the chairman be choſen by the committee by ballot.” 

On the queſtion to agree to this, the yeas and nays being required 
by Mr. Morris, 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Whipple, no >no 
Mas sacbusetts-Bay, Mr. S. Adams, no 
Mr. Gerry, ay b 
Mr. Lovell, ay 9 
Mr. Holten, ay 
Rhode-Island, Mr. Ellery, 3 
Mr. Collins, ay diviges, 
Connecticut, Mr. Sherman, "7 > TAE. 
| Mr. Huntington, 2 ny 
New-York, Mr. Fay, ay 
Mr. Duane, ay U 
Mr. Morris, ay 7 
| Mr. Floyd, ay | 
New-Jersey, Mr. Scudder, no Vs 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, ay 
Mr. Shippen, Aa” 
Mr. Mublenberg, ay 
Delaware, Mr. Dickinson, ay ay 
Maryland, Mr. Plater, ay 
Mr. Carmichael, 5 fo 
| Mr. Jenifer, ay 
Virginia, Mr, Smith, 25 
Mr. Fleming, ay * 
North-Carolina, Mr. Burke, ay > * 
South-Carolina, 


Mr. Drayton, ay ay 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 
— ¶ 22 ů—ů— 
Movpar, May 31, 1779. 
Congreſs proceeded to the conſideration of the report of the con 
mittee on the treaſury relative to finance, and particularly that part 
wherein they recommend, 


That 


million of dollars, or ſuch a part thereof as ſhall be 


28 — aw — A ot 


* 
brought into the continental loan- offices on or before the Iſt of 0 
next, be borrowed on the faith of the United States of America, &. 


On the queſtion, 


O- 
dart 


be 


KC» 
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Resolved, That the firſt blank be filled with the word (twenty, “ 
and the ſecond with the word “ October.” 

A motion was made by Mr. Witherſpoon, ſeconded by Mr, Mor- 
ris, to ſtrike out the word “ offices,” in order to inſert in lieu thereof 
the words © office where Congreſs ſhall fit ;” and, on the queſtion, ſhall 
the word offices ſtand ? The yeas and nays being required by Mr. Gerry, 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Whipple, ay >ay 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. S. Adams, ay 


Mr. Gerry, a 
Mr. Loot: 5 4 
| Mr. Holten, ay 
Rhode-Tsland, Mr. Fllery, ay 
Mr. Collins, 4 YJ 
Connecticut, Mr. Sherman, ay 
Mr. Huntington, 4 
New-York, | Mr. Fay, no 
Mr. Duane, a 2 
Mr. Morris, 25 ivided. 
Mr. Floyd, ay 
Neꝛo- Jersey, Mr. Witherspoon, no > #* 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, ay 
Mr. Sippen, no | 


Mr. Wynkoop, ay 


Mr. Atlee, ay 
Mr. Mublenberg, ne 2 
Mr. M*Clene, ay 


Maryland, Mr. Plater, no 

| Mr. Carmichael, ay 
Mr. Henry, ay "= 

Mr. Jenifer, ay 

Virginia, Mr. Smith, ay 
Mr. Grifin, 12 

Mr. Fleming, ay 

North-Carolina, Mr. Penn, no 
Mr. Burke, a” 

Mr. Sbarpe, ay 
South-Carolina, Mr. Drayton, ay Say 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 
— OD — 
TuzsDAr, June |, 1779. 

According to the order of the day, Congreſs was reſolved into a 
committee of the whole, and, after ſome time, the preſident reſumed the 
chair; and Mr. Plater reported, that the committee of the whole have 
taken into conſideration the letter of the 18th of May, from his ex- 
cellency governor Clinton, the petition of the committees of Cumber- 
and county, the letter of colonel Patterſon to governor Clinton, go- 
vernor Clinton's anſwer, &c. and have come to ſundry reſolutions there- 
on which he was ordered to report: | 


The report being read, Congreſs thereupon came to the following 
reſolutions ; 


Vox. V | AY 
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Whereas divers applications have been made to Congreſs on the part 
of the ſtate of N. York and of the ſtate of N. Hampſhire, relative tg 
diſturbances and animoſities among inhabitants of a certain diſtrig 
known by the name of © the New-Hampſhire Grants,” praying their 
interference for the quieting thereof; Congreſs having taken the {ame 
into conlideration, _ 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to repair to the inhabitant 
of a certain diſtrict known by the name of the New-Hampſhire Grants, 
and enquire into the reaſons why they refuſe to continue citizens of 
the reſpective ſtates which heretofore exerciſed juriſdiction over the 
ſaid diſtrict ; for that as Congrefs are in duty bound on the one hand 
to preſerve inviolate the rights of the ſeveral ſtates, ſo on the other 
they will always be careful to provide that the juſtice due to the ſtates 
does not interfere with the juſtice which may be due to individuals: 

That the ſaid committee confer with the ſaid inhabitants, and that 
they take every prudent meaſure to promote an amicable ſettlement of 
all differences, and prevent diviſions and animoſities fo prejudicial to 
the United States. 

R-solved, That the further conſideration of this ſubject be poſtpon- 
ed until the ſaid committee ſhall have made report. 

Ordered, That they report ſpecially and with all convenient ſpeed, 

Previous to paſling the firſt reſolution, 

A motion was made by Mr. Henry, ſeconded by Mr. Carmichael, 
to ſtrike out the word “ ſeveral,” and in lieu thereof inſert “ United ;! 
and, on the queſtion, ſhall the word ſeveral ſtand ? The yeas and nays 
being required by Mr. Henry, 


Whipple, 


New- Hampshire, Mr. ey Say 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. Gerry, ay 
Mr. Lodell, ay ray 
Mr. Holten, ay 
Rbode-Island, Mr. Ellery, no en- 
Connecticut, Mr. Sberman, ay 
Mr. Huntington, 42 
Mr. Spencer, ay 
New-York, Mr. Fay, 29 
Mr. Duane, 4 
Mr. Morris, ay 2 
Mr. Floyd, a 
New-Fersey, Mr. PVitberspoon, a3 
Mr. Scudder, an 
Mr. Fell, ay. 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, no 
| Mr. Atlee, no 
Mr. Mublenberg, ay Sa 
Mr. Miene, ay 
Mr. Wynkoop, ay. 
Maryland, Mr. Plater, no 
Mr. Carmicbael, no 
Mr. Henry, no 
Mr. Jenifer, ne 
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Virginia, Mr. Smith, ay 
Mr. Griffin, 295 
Mr. Fleming, ay 

Nortb-Carolina, Mr. Penn, ay 
Mr. Burke, 5 to 
Mr. Sharpe, ay 

South-Carolina, Mr. Drayton, ay pay 


80 it was reſolved in the affirmative. | : 

Resolved, That to-morrow be aſſigned for ele ing the committee. 

Resolved unanimously, That the prefident inform the governor of 
the ſtate of New-York, that a more early attention would have been 
paid to the prefling applications of that ſtate, relating to the diſturban- 
ces mentioned in his ſeveral letters, had it not been prevented by mat- 
ters of the greateſt importance ; and that Congreſs will continue to pay 
equal attention to the rights of that ſtate with thoſe of other ſtates in 
the union. 


Ordered, That Mr. Plater have leave of abſence, 


— 2 —— — 

 Wzpnxgspar, June 2, 1779. | 

Resolved, That the committee to repair to the inhabitants of the 
New-Hampſhire Grants conſiſt of five, any three of whom to be em- 
powered to act: 
The members choſen, Mr. Ellſworth, Mr. Edwards, Mr. Wither- 
ſpoon, Mr. Atlee and Mr. Root. | 

The committee on the treaſury brought in a report ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That the board of treaſury be empowered to engage ſuch 
perſons, and on ſuch terms as they may think proper, to ſign the con- 
tinental bills of credit, reporting, from time to time, their names to 
Congreſs, 

Resolved, That a member be added to the committee on the trea- 
fury in the room of Mr, Langworthy : 


The member choſen, Mr. Wynkoop. 


On motion of the marine-committee, | 

Resolved, "Chat two members be added to the marine-committee, 
one in the room of Mr. Ellſworth, of Connecticut, and the other in the 
room of Mr. R. H. Lee, of Virginia, who are abſent : 

The members choſen, Mr. Huntington, for Connecticut; Mr. Fle- 


ning, for Virginia, 


— > — 
THURSDAY, June 3, 1779, 

Mr. Lewis, a delegate from New-York, attended, and took his ſeat 
in Congreſs, | | 

The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Spencer, Mr. Atlee, Mr. Scud- 
der, to whom was referred a letter from brigadier-general Thomſon 
and col. Webb, in behalf of themſelves and ſundry others, repreſent- 
ing, © that general Clinton had conſented to their retiring into the 
country on parole, until ſuch time as they ſhall be called for; and that 
he required in return that they ſhould obtain permiſhon for generals 
Philips and Reideſel, with their aids-de-camp, and captain Waterſon of 
the 21ſt regiment, to go into New-York on the fame condition; and 
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praying that Congreſs will be pleaſed to comply with the ſaid propoſal 
for their parole-exchange,” brought in a report ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That the commander in chief be authorized to make ſuch 
and ſo many parole-exchanges as he ſhall, from time to time, judge he. 
neficial or expedient. 

— • CC) _ 
Fripar, June 4, 1779. 

The committee on the treaſury report, 

% That the board having conſidered a letter from Ebenezer Han. 
cock, deputy pay-maſter-general in the eaſtern- department, dated Ma 
20th, requeſting that a ſum of money be remitted for the uſe of the 
military-cheſt at Boſton: that 1,200,000 dollars having been drawn 
out of the treaſury for the uſe of the detachment of the army to the 
eaſtward, and ordered into the hands of Benjamin Stelle, an affiſtant to 
Mr. Hancock, in addition to 100,000 dollars which he is to receive of 
Nathaniel Appleton, Eſq; commiſſioner of the continental loan-office 
in the ſtate of Maſſachuletts-Bay ; they are of opinion it is unneceſſary 
to keep two diſtinct military-cheits for the ſervice of one detachment" 
whereupon, 

Resolved, That E. Hancock repair to the detachment of the army 
at Providence, and take the charge of the military-cheſt there, and 
that the ſums requiſite for the ſervice of Boſton be ſupplied out of the 
ſaid cheſt. | 

Resolved, That 10,000,100 dollars, in bills of credit of the United 
States, be emitted under the direction of the board of treaſury and on 
the faith of the United States. 

That the bills ſhall, excepting the numbers, be of the ſame tenor 
and date as the emiſſions directed on the 5th of May laſt, and be num- 
bered from the laſt number in each denomination progreſſively, and 
conſiſt of the following denominations, viz, 


45,455 bills of 60 dollars each 2,727,300 
45,455 = 8 2,272,750 
45,455 40 - 1,8 18, 200 
45,455 8 = 1,363,650 
45,455 20 . 909,100 
45,455 8 5 > 363,640 
45.455 7 5 318,185 
45,455 Ex 227205 
10,000, 100 
— 3 — 


SATURDAY, June 5, 1779. 

A letter, of this day, from W. Palfrey, pay-maſter-general, was 
read; whereupon, 
Resolved, That the report of the committee on the treaſury of 
March 17th, 1779, be reconſidered. 

The ſaid report being read, Congreſs came to the following reſolu- 
tion : 

Whereas by a receipt of William Palfrey, pay-maſter-general, da- 
ted the 1ſt of July, 1777, and other evidence, it appears that Elias 
Boudinot ſupplied him with 2000 dollars in bills of credit intended to 


Was 
ot 
olu- 


da- 
lias 
1 to 


Beaumarchais, 
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have been placed in the continental funds; that in conſequence of a 
:efuſal of John Borden, Elq; commiſhoner of the continental loan-of- 
ice in N. Jerſey, to iffue certificates in part of a warrant drawn on 
kim by the preſident of Congreſs in favour of William Palfrey, Eſq; 
the matter has been ſuſpended : _ | 

Resolved, That a warrant iſſue on the ſaid Joſeph Borden, Eſq; in 
{favour of the ſaid Elias Boudinot, for 2000 dollars in loan-office cer. 
tilcates, bearing date the Iſt of July, 1777, in full for a like ſum de- 
ſirered by him to William Palfrey, Eſq; pay-maſter-general, who is to 
be accountable, 

According tolthe order of the day, Congreſs proceeded to the conſi- 
deration of the report of the committee, confiſting of Mr. Laurens, 
Mr. M. Smith, Mr. Carmichael, Mr. Dickinſon and Mr. Searle, on 
the memorial of Mr. de Francey, which is as follows: 

« The committee to whom Mr. de Francey's memorial was commit. 
ted, report, | 

That in obedience to the direction of Congreſs, they have conferred 
vith Mr, de Francey : 

That he has delivered to the committee divers invoices of cargoes 
flipped in France by Mr. de Beaumarchais, viz. Cargo by the Amphi- 


trite, and intereſt to 31ſt March, 1779, 782,827 
Seine, do. - 687,515 

Mercure, do. - - 700, 594 

Amelie, do. - 230,174 

— Thereſe, do. - — 985,317 

Mere Bobie, do. — 66,750 

Marie Catharine, do. — - 148,075 

Flamand, do. - __ 545,416 

4,146,668 


Alſo a general account of diſburſements by Monſ. 
Carabaſſe, at Cape-Francois, for purchaſing Bermudian | 115,000 
boats to take the cargoes of the Amelie and Thereſe, 

Demurrage paid Mr, Monthieu on the Thereſe, Fla- 
mand and Amphitrite, agreeable to contract with Mr. 141,400 
And of ſums advanced to Silas Deane, Eſq; and paid 


by his order, together with intereſt, 144,524 


Livres, 4,547.593 
| Equal to 198,95 7l. ſterling or thereabouts; on which no commiſſion 
is yet charged nor premium of inſurance, if inſurance was made. The 
articles of commiſſion and inſurance, as well as Mr. Beaumarchais's 
account in general, is committed for adjuſtment to the commiſhoners 
of theſe ſtates to the court of Verſailles, 

In abatement of the above-mentioned ſum, Mr. de Francey admits 
about $00,000 livres, or 13,1251, ſterling, and 1154 hogſheads of to- 
dacco exported in the Fier Roderique, the net proceeds of which remain 
unſettled. Mr. Francey alſo ſuppoles there are further charges to be 

rought to the debit of the general account, and intimates that there 
may be ſome few errors in the invoices, but requeſts that the commer- 
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cial-committee may be directed to enter on their books the amount gf 
the invoices as they now ſtand, remarking that errors may be hereafte; 
redreſſed. Mr. Francey in a letter to the committee of the 24th gf 
May, 1779, writes, | 

« Mr. Beaumarchais's claims againſt Congreſs amount to about 
C. 200,000 ſterling, not including the commiſſion and other charges, 23 
theſe are to be determined betweenthe American commiſſioners and Mr. 
Beaumarchais in France. It is not in my power to fix at this moment the 
exact amount of thedebt, hut Lam very certain it will exceed g. 200, O00, 
in order to diſcharge a part of it directly, I would propoſe to have bills 
drawn by Congreſs upon the plenipotentiary miniſter of the United 
States at Paris, to the order of Mr. Beaumarchais, payable at the end 
of three years, bearing an intereſt of fix per cent. annually for the 
amount of C. 100,000 ſterling, in 50 bills of C. 2000 each. In the 
mean while I ſhould wiſh that produce of this country ſhould be pur. 
chaſed to load without delay ſome veſſels which I expect daily, and by 
which I will receive all the papers that may be neceſſary to ſettle finally 
this tranſaction.” 

From the ſeveral accounts above-mentioned, all which the commit. 
tee beg leave to lay before Congreſs, it appears that Mr. Beaumarchais 
has a juſt claim on theſe ſtates for a large ſum of money, but it is not 
in their power, with any degree of exactneſs, to aſcertain the amount, 

They beg leave to recommend to Congreſs, 

Iſt, To give the neceſſary directions for diſcovering what articles of 

merchandize, war-like ſtores, and other articles, have been received in 
theſe ſtates from Mr, Beaumarchais, ayd Mr. Carabaſſe, and in what 
manner the Bermudian boats, ſaid to have been purchaſed by Mr. Ca- 
rabaſſe, have been diſpoſed of: 
. Alſo that Congreſs will be pleaſed to direct the committee for fo- 
reign affairs to write immediately to the commiſſioners at the court of 
France, and deſire them to tranſmit an account of their proceedings in 
Mr. Beaumarchais's account, purſuant to the order of Congrels of the 
13th day of April, 1778: 

That in the mean while the committee on the treaſury be directed to 
prepare proper bills of exchange on the miniſter plenipotentiary at the 
court of France, payable to Mr. Beaumarchais' order at the end of 
three years from the date, with intereſt to be paid annually at iz per 
cent. That bills to be for different ſums, from C. 1000 to 4000 fter- 
ling, or the value thereof in livres, and fix bills to each let, and to 
amount in the whole to 100,000 louiſd'or or 2,400,000 livres of France: 

That the committee of commerce be directed to deliver to Mr. de 
Prancey all the merchantable tobacco belonging to theſe ſtates and now 
in ſtore in Virginia, Maryland and North-Carolina, and to conſign the 
ſhip Chaſe and her cargo of tobacco to Mr. de Beaumarchais.“ 

On the queſtion to agree to theſe ſeveral recommendations and direc- 
tions, reported by the committee, 

Reſolved in the aifirmative. 

A letter, of this day, from the board of war, was read ; whereupon 

Resslved, That one more blank commiſhon be ſent to the commil- 
ſioners of Indian affairs in the northern- department, to be filled up with 
the name of ſuch faithful chief as they ſhall deem worthy of that honor 
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A letter, of the 3d, from gen. Waſhington, was read, enclofing ex- 
tracts from the proceedings of a board of general-officers on the claim 


ef major Prowell, of the Penn{ylvania line, and ſundry papers relative 


to colonel Dubois's claim of rank; whereupon, 

Resotved, That colonel Dubois rank in the line of the army of the 
United States of America, after col. Van Cortlandt and col. Ganſevoort. 

Resolved, That the commiſſion of major, granted to captain Powell 
in the 12th Pennlylvania regiment, be vacated, and that the rank of 
the officers continue the ſame as they were at the time of paſſing the 
reſolution for incorporating Patton's and Hartley's regiments and the 
independent companies, and riſe according to the principle or rule 
gſtahliſlied in the army. 


— 9 — 
Monpar, June 7, 1779. 


A letter, of the 4th, from Amos Wilkinſon, captain of artillery, 
was read, requeſting leave to reſign his commiſſion : 

Resolved, That his reſignation be accepted. 

A letter, of the 5th, from J. Wadſworth, commiſſary- general o 
purchaſes, was read; whereupon, | | 

Resolved unanzmously, That Congreſs have full confidence in the 
inteprity and abilities of the quarter-maſter-general and commiſſary- 
general; and although there is reaſon to believe that abuſes have been 
committed by inferior officers in their reſpective departments, yet Con- 
grels are perſuaded that many of them deſerve well of their country; 
and that meaſures will ſpeedily be taken to diſtinguiſh ſuch of them as 
have been faithful from ſuch as have been otherwiſe, and thereby 
cauſe juſtice to be done to all: 

That col. Wadſworth be informed that at ſo critical a ſeaſon as the 
opening of a campaign, TIudden changes in the appointment of prin— 
cipal officers in his department would be inexpedient and dangerous, 
and therefore that they cannot accept his reſignation; and farther, 
that Congreſs expect his deputies and agents will not expoſe them- 
ſelves to the reſentment of their country, or embarraſs the ſervice, 
by quitting it at ſo critical a period, but, by exerting their utmoſt 
efforts in their ſeveral places, manifeſt their ability and public ſpirit. 

The committee on the treaſury having nominated John Peirce to 
the ofice of deputy pay-maſter-general to the army under the imme- 
diate command of gen. Waſhington, Congreſs proceeded to an elec- 
tion; and, the ballots being taken, 

Mr. John Peirce was choſen. 


he marine-committee, to whom was referred a reſolution of the 


council of Maſſachuſetts-Bay, dated the 23d of February, 1779, reſ- 
pecting the powers of foreign conſuls, report, 

That as by the 31ſt article of the treaty of commerce it is provi- 
ded, that the two contracting parties grant mutually the liberty of ha 
ing each in the ports of the other, conſuls, vice-conſuls, agents and 
commiſſaries, whoſe functions ſhall be regulated by a particular agree- 
ment, it ſeems neceſſary that perſons be appointed by Congreſs to ad- 
Juſt and ſettle with the miniſter plenipotentiary of France the powers 
2nd privileges of conſuls in the ports of either nation ; ” whereupon, 
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Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed for the purpoſe 
aforeſaid : | 

The members choſen, Mr. Laurens, Mr. S. Adams and Mr, Dick. 
inſon. | 

On motion made by Mr. Dickinſon, ſeconded by Mr. S. Adams, 

Resolved, That every diſpatch received by the houle, and on which 
no other order ſhall be made, ſhall be of courſe conſidered as ordered to 
lie on the table for farther conſideration: 

That on every day upon which it has been reſolved to proceed on the 
order of the day atter reading the journals and diſpatches, the houſe 
will proceed accordingly; and no other order than 1s above-mentioned 
ſhall be made on any diſpatch, unleſs it be by unanimous conſent : that 
this rule continue in force until Congreſs ſhall have gone through the 
reports of the board of treaſury relative to finanee, and the report of 
the committee of thirteen on foreign affairs, and of that on the commu. 
nications from the miniſter plenipotentiary of France, and no longer, 

The board of trealury having reported, | | 

That they have confidered the memorial of major James Quarles, o 
the 2d Virginia ſtate regiment, dated at Philadelphia, June the 4th, 
1779, referred to them, and finding the three dollars per day allowed 
by a reſolution of the 4th of September laſt to officers ordered on buſi. 
neſs not incidental to their office, were not intended as an allowance 
for their whole expenſes, but as an addition to their pay and ſubkil. 
tence whilſt on ſuch buſineſs, and that all the accounts of the army lince 
the date of that reſolution have been ſettled agreeably thereto, they 
are of opinion, that the prayer of the ſaid petition cannot be granted; 

On the queſtion, 

Resolved, That Congreſs apree to the ſaid report. ' 

Resolved, That the commiſſary-general of priſoners be authorized, 
from time to time, to pay to the order of officers and ſoldiers in capti- 
vity, any ſums not exceeding the amount of their pay and ſubſiſtence, 
in order to enable them to affiſt their families; and that he make 
monthly returns to the pay- maſter- general of their accounts reſpectivehj. 

Resolved, That the ſecretary of the board of war and ordnance be 
hereafter allowed the ſame ſalary as is granted to a commiſſioner of 
the chamber of accounts. | 

The committee on the treaſury having nominated Thomas Reed to 
the office of deputy pay-maſter-general at Albany, Congreſs proceeded 
to the election ; and, the ballots being taken, 

Mr. Thomas Reed was choſen. 

— 2 — 
TUESDAY, June 8, 1779. | 

According to the order of the day, Congreſs proceeded to the con 
leration of the report of the committee of thirteen on foreign affairs 
ind on the queſtion, ſhall Mr. R. Izard be recalled ? 

The yeas and nays being required by Mr. Smith, 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Whipple, no no 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. S. Adams, No” 
Dok Mr. Gerry, ay Lis 
Mr. Lovell, no { 
Mr. Holten, no 


Von 


Rhode-Island, 


Connecticut, 


New Tor, 


Neuw-Jersey, 


Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 


Virginie, 
Nortb-Carolina, 


South-Carolina, 


JUNE 1779, 


Mr. Ellery, 

Mr. Sherman, 
Mr. Huntington, 
Mr. Spencer, 
Mr. Jay, 

Mr. Duane, 
Mr. Morris, 
Mr. Floyd, 

Mr. Lewis, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr, 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Scudder, 
Fell, 
Armstrong, 
Shippen, 
Searle, 
Mublenbherg, 
M*+Clene, 
Wynkoop, 
Dickinson, 
Plater, 
Paca, 
Carmichael, 
Henry, 
Fenifer, 
Smith, 
Griffin, 
Fleming, 
Penn, 
Burke, 
Sharpe, 
Laurens, 


Drayton, 


do it was reſolved in the affirmative, 

A motion was then made by Mr. Duane, ſeconded by Mr. Armſtrong, 

„That Mr. Izard be informed, that it is the ſenſe of Congreſs that 
he need not repair to America until it ſuits his convenience,” 

On motion of Mr. Sherman, ſeconded by Mr. Lovell, 

Resolved, That the words © until it ſuits his convenience,“ be 


firuck out. 


187 


= 5 divided. 


— 


On the queſtion to agree to the motion as amended, the yeas and 
nays being required by Mr. Paca, 


New- Hampsbire, 
Meassacbusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Island, 


Connecticut, 


Vol. V. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Whipple, 

S. Adams, 
Gerry, 
Lovell, 
Holten, 
Ellery, 
Collins, 
Sherman, 
Huntington, 
Spencer, 
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New-York, 


Neu- Jersey, 


Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 
Virginia, 
Nortb- Carolina, 


South-Carolina, 


Mr. 


Is 


Jay, 


Duane, 


Morris, 


Floyd, 
Lewis, 


Scudder, 
Fell, 
Armstrong, 


Sbippen, 


Searle, 


» Mublenberg, 
McClene, 

» Wynkoop, 
Dickinson, 


Plater, 
Paca, 


Carmichael, 


Henry, 


Jenifer, 


Smith, 
Griffin, 


Fleming, 


Penn, 


Burke, 


Sharpe, 
Laurens, 


Drayton, 


Jo it was reſolved in the affirmative, 


On the queſtion, ſhall Mr. W. Lee be recalled ? 


The yeas and nays being required by Mr. Smith, 


New- Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Tsland, 


Connecticut, 


New-York, 


Neu- Jersey, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


_ Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. Scudder, 


Mr. 


Whipple, 
S. Adams, 


Gerry, 
Lovell, 
Holten, 
Ellery, 
Collins, 


Sherman, 
Huntington, 
Spencer, 


Jay, 
Duane, 


Morris, 


Floyd, 


Lewis, 


Fell, 


21 divided, 
o 
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Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 
Virginia, 
North-Carolina, 


South-Carolina, 


Go it was reſolved in the a 


Mr. 


he need not repair to America,” 


On the queſtion to agree to this, the yeas and nays being required 


by Mr. Smith, 


New- Hampshire, 
Massacbusetts-Bay, 


 Rhode-Island, 


Connecticut, 


 New-Y, ork, 


Neu- Jersey, 


Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Armstrong, 


» Shippen, 


Searle, 


Mublenberg, 
M*Clene, 
Wynkoop, 
Dickinson, 
Plater, 
Paca, 


- Carmichael, 


Henry, 
Jenifer, 
Smith, 
Griffin, 
Fleming, 
Penn, 3 
Burke, 
Sharpe, 
Laurens, 
Drayton, 


ffirmative. 
A motion was made by Mr. S. Adams, ſeconded by Mr. Sherman, 
« that Mr. W. Lee be informed that it is the ſenſe of Congreſs that 


Whipple, 

S. Adams, 
Gerry, 
Lovell, 
Holten, 
Ellery, 
Collins, 
Sherman, 
Huntington, 
Spencer, 
Fay, 
Duane, 
Morris, 
Floyd, 
Leuis, 
Scudder, 
Fell, 
Armstrong, 
Sbippen, 
Searle, 
Mublenberg, 
AbClene, 
Fẽyn koop, 


Mr. Dickinson, 


199 


ay pay 
ay 
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Maryland, 


Mr. Pa, no 
Mr. Carmichael, no 
Mr. Henry, wr 
Mr. Yenifer, no 
Virginia, Mr. Smith, no 
Mr. Griin, no \ no 
Mr. Fleming, 0 
North-Carolina, Mr. Penn, no 
Mr. Burke, no & no 
Mr. Shurpe, no 
South-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, no 
Mr. Drayton, a = 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative, | 

Resolved, That there be but one plenipotentiary miniſter or com- 
miſhoner for theſe United States at a foreign court. | 

The 7th propoſition in the report being read, viz, ( that no pleni. 
potentiary miniſter or commiſſioner for theſe United States, while ke 
acts as ſuch, ſhall exerciſe any other public office:“ after debate the 
previous queſtion was moved by Mr. Morris, and ſeconded by Mr, 
Drayton, and being paſſed in the affirmative, the main queſtion wa 
ſet aſide, | | 

The 8th propoſition being read, “that no perſon be appointed pl. 
nipotentiary miniſter or commiſhoner tor theſe United States who is 
not a citizen thereof, and who has not a fixed and permanent interef 
therein.” 

The previous queſtion was moved by Mr. S. Adams, and ſeconded 
by Mr. Morris, 

A diviſion of the main queſtion was required; and on the previous 
queſtion on the firſt, viz. © that no perſon be appointed plenipotentiary 
miniſter or commiſtoner for theſe United States who is not a citizen 
thereof,” 

+ 'The yeas and nays being required by Mr. Penn, 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Whipple, ay >ay 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. S. Adams, ay 
Mr. Gerry, ay 
Mr. Lovell, ay oY 
Mr. Holten, ay 
Rhode-Island, Mr. Ellery, ay 
Mr. Collins, at ay 
Connecticut, Mr. Sherman, ay Say 
New-York, Mr. Fay, no 
Mr. Duane, no V no 
Mr. Floyd, ay 
HFennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, ay) 
Mr. Shippen, ay 
Mr. Searle, EX - 1 290 
Mr. Mublenberg, ay od 
Mr. M, Clene, ay 
Mr. VMyn loop, ay 
Delaware, Mr, Dickinson, ay >ay 


qu 


rin 
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19} 


Maryland, Mr. Paca, no 
Mr. Henry, no > nv 
Mr. Fenifer, * 
Virginia, Mr. Smith, no 
Mr. Griffin, no n 
Mr. Fleming, A: 
North-Carolinga, Mr. Penn, no 
Mr. Burke, 10 no 
Mr. Sharpe, no 
South-Carolinga, Mr. Laurens, 
Mr. Drayton, no " ö divided: 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative, and that part of the main 
queſtion ſet alide. 
The previous queſtion being put on the latter part, paſſed in the 
affirmative, and that part was alfo ſet aſide. 
— CC) 
WennesSDAY, June 9, 1779. 
Ordered, That Mr. Floyd and Mr. S. Adams have leave of abſence. 
On motion of Mr. Dickinfon, ſeconded by Mr. Burke, 
Resolved, That the management of all buſineſs relating to the ma- 
rine of theſe United States be veſted in commiſhoners. 
— ö —— 
Tauks Dar, June 10, 1779. 


The board of war, to whom was referred a memorial of captain 


Loizeau, brought in a report; whereupon, 

Ordered, That major-general Gates be directed to enquire into the 
caſe of Auguſtin Loizeau, a Canadian, late a captain in col. James 
Livingſton's regiment, and diſmiſſed from the ſervice purſuant to the 
ſentence of a court-martial, held in Jau. laſt, in the ſtate of R. Iſland, 
and report to Congrels the reſult of ſuch enquiry, and his opinion whe— 
ther from a conſideration of all circumſtances capt. Loizeau merits 
forgiveneſs and te be reitored to his rank in ſaid regiment or not. 

The board of war having farther reported, 

That Monſ. Garanger and his brother were engaged under the con- 
tract with Mont. du Coudray in Oct. 1776, in the ranks, the memo- 
rialiſt of a captain and his brother cf a lieutenant of bombardiers: 
that both the memorialiſt and his brother were made priſoners by the 
enemy, and detained at N. York for 12 months, until they were ex- 
changed a few months ago as French priſoners : that it appears both 
theſe gentlemen are entitled to pay under the contract, and as Monſ. 
Garanger produces ample certificates of his knowledge in his profeſſion 
and of his good character, it ſeems to the board proper, 

That he proceed to the grand army, there to exhibit ſuch proofs of 
his talents and merit as may be deemed neceſſary to enable the com- 
mander in chief to certify ro Congreſs the propriety or inexpediency 
of retaining him in the ſervice of the United States, and in what rank, 
if he ſhall entitle himſelf to a favourable certificate from genera} 
Waſhington : 

Resolved, That Congreſs agree to the ſaid report. 

A motion was made by Mr. Burke, ſeconded by Mr. Laurens, 

„ That Silas Deane, Eſq; be ordered not to depart the United 
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States without the ſpecial permiſſion of Congreſs ; and that Arthur 
Lee, Eſq; be directed to repair forthwith to America, in order the bet. 
ter to enable Congreſs to enquire into the truth of the ſeveral allega. 
tions and ſuggeſtions made by the ſaid Arthur Lee, in his correſpon. 
dence with Congreſs, againſt the ſaid Silas Deane : 

When the queſtion was about to be put, the previous queſtion way 
moved by Mr. Gerry, and ſeconded by Mr. S. Adams ; and a diviſion 
of the main queſtion being called for. | 

And on the queſtion to agree to the previous queſtion for order. 
ing Mr, Deane not to depart the United States without the ſpecial 
permiſſion of Congreſs, the yeas and nays being required by Mr, 


Laurens, 


North-Carolina, Mr. Whipple, ay >ay 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. S. Adams, ay 
Mr. Gerry, ay ( 
Mr. Lovell, ay (& 
| Mr. Holten, ay 
 Rhode-Island Mr. Ellery, a 3 
| ; Mr. Collins, 21 divided. 
Connecticut, Mr. Sherman, ay 
Mr. Huntington, A” 
Mr. Spencer, ay 
New-York, Mr. Fay, no 
Mr. Duane, 1 050 
New-Jersey, Mr. Scudder, ay 
TTY Mr. Fell, vy a 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, ay 
Mr. Shippen, ay 
Mr. Searle, ay l 
Mr. Mublenberg, no (& 
Mr. Mc<Clene, ay 
5 Mr. Wynkoop, ay 
Maryland, Mr. Paca, no 
Mr. Carmichael, no“ 
Mr. Henry, no £® 
Mr. Fenifer, ay 
Virginia, Mr. Smith, no 
Mr. Er iin, no i no 
Mr. Fleming, no 
North-Carolina, Mr. Penn, no 
| — Mr. Burke, no n 
Mr. Sharpe, no 
South-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, no 
Mr. Drayton, MM wy 


So the ſtates were equally divided and the queſtion loſt. 


On the queſtion to agree to the main queſtion for ordering Mr, 
Neane not to depart, &c. the yeas and nays being required by Mr, 


Holten, 
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New- Hampshire, Mr. Whipple, no no 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. S. Adams, no 
Mr. Gerry, no 
Mr. Lovell, no £? 
Mr. Holten, no 
Rbode- Island, Mr. Ellery, "+ 
| Mr. Collins, ot divided, 
Connecticut, Mr. Sberman, no 
Mr. Huntington, ge 
Mr. Spencer, No 
New-York, Mr. Fay, ay 
Mr. Duane, wy 2 
New. Jersey, Mr. Scudder, RF... 
Fersey 8 . divided. 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, no 
Mr. Shippen, no 
Mr. Searle, no 
Mr. Mublenberg, ay (* 
Mr. M Clene, no 
Mr. Wynkoop, no 
Maryland, Mr. Paca, . ay 
Mr. Carmichael, Al Wy 
Mr. Henry, no fried. 
Mr. Jenifer, No 
Virginia, Mr. Smitb, ay 
Mr. Griffin, AT 
Mr. Fleming, ay 
Nortb-Carolina, Mr. Penn, ay 
| Mr. Burke, 25 
Mr. Sharpe, ay 
Jouth-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, ay 
Mr. Drayton, T7 2 


So the ſtates were equally divided and the queſtion was loſt. 
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On the queſtion to agree to the previous queſtion on the ſecond part, 
for directing Mr. A. Lee to repair forthwith to America, &c. 

It was reſolved in the affirmative, that the main queſtion be not 
20% put. | 

— 7 — 

| Fripar, June II, 1779, 

A letter, of the 9th, from J. Reed, preſident of the ſtate of Penn- 
{ylvania, to the delegates of the ſaid ſtate, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee appointed to prepare 
2 plan for regulating the departments of the quarter-maſter and com- 
miſſary-general ; and that the committee confer with the ſupreme ex- 
ecutive council of Pennſylvania thereon, and report on Monday next. 

The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Duane, Mr. Burke, Mr. Gerry, 
Mr. Laurens, Mr. Sherman and Mr. Smith, to whom were referred 
fundry plans relative to finance, brought in a report, which was taken 
into conſideration ; and, thereupon, 

Resolved, That 20,000,000 of dollars, or ſuch part thereof as ſhall 
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be brought into the continental loan- offices on or deter the firſt day 
of Oc. next, be borrowed on the faith of the United States of Ame. 
rica, at an intereſt of {ix per cent. per annum. 

For facii;tating the ſaid loan, 

Resolved, Iſt, That the loan-offices in every ſtate do immediately 
open ſubſcriptions for the iaid loan: 

2d. That the executive authorities of the ſevera] ſtates he requeſted 
immediately to appoint perſons of character and influence in every 
county, town or diſtrict, to receive ſubſcriptions and tran{mit the {ame 
to the loan-ofticer or officers in the ſtates re ſpe ctively. 

3d. That no ſubſcription be received ſor leſs than 500 dollars: 

4th. That all ſubſcriptions under 10,000 dollars fhall be paid into 
the loan-oftice where the ſame ſhall be ſubſcribed, or 1nto the hand; 
of the perſon obtaining the ſubſcription, within 14 days after the ſub. 
{ſcription ſhall be made: 

5th. That any perſon ſubſcribing 10.000 dollars, or upwards, ſhall 
be allowed to pay the ſame at two periods, to wit, one half within 14 
days aſter the ſubſcription, the re{idue on or before the firſt day of 
Oct. next: the whole to bear intereſt from the time of the firſt pay 
ment, provided the other payment ſhall be punQually made : 

6th. Lhat each lender ſhall have his election either to receive the 
principal at the expiration of three years from the date cf the loan, or 
to continve it in the funds on intereſt until the whole amount of con. 
tinental bills circulating ſhall not exceed the ſum in circulation at the 
time of the Joan, 

7th. That intereſt on all ſums which ſhall be paid into the loan-ef- 
ace before the ſaid fiift day of Oct. or which ſhell be ſubſcribed 
and paid agreeably to the terms of the 5th reſolution aforeſaid, ſhall 
be payable annually at the continental loan-office of the ſtate in which 
the money was originally ſubſcribed : 

8th, That the loan-officers ſhall tranſmit to the board of treaſury 
monthly returns of all ſums ſubſcribed and received in their reſpec- 
tive offices: 

th. That as Congreſs are bound by every motive of policy and of 
public and private juſtice, to maintain the credit of the paper money 
emitted by their authority, on the faith of the United States; ſo it 
is their intention not only to avoid further emiſhons, but to diminiſh 
the quantity in circulation, provided that the reſpective ſtates, by cor- 
reſpondent and vigorous exertions, {hall put it in their power to railt 
the neceſſary ſupplies. 

On the queſtion to agree to the ſixth reſolution, the yeas and nays 
being required by Mr. Smith, 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Whipple, ay TW 
Hassachusetts-Bay, Mr. S. Adams, ay 


Mr. Gerry, ay & ay 
| Mr. Holten, ay 
Khode-Island, Mr. Ellery, ay 
Mr. Collins, 31 * 
Connecticut, Mr. Sherman, ay 
Mr. Huntington, ay f ay 
Mr. Spencer, J: 


„ A 
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New-York, Mr. Fay, no 
Mr. Duane, a” 
Mr. Lewis, ay 
Neu- Jersey, Mr. Scudder, ay 
Mr. Fell, ve ad 
Fennsylwania, Mr. Armstrong, ay 
Mr. Shippen, ay 
Mr. Searle, ay pay 
Mr. M«Clene, ay 
Mr. Wynkoop, ay 
Delaware, Mr. Dickinson, ay 
| Mr. M*Kean, Mm 2d 
Maryland, Mr. Carmicbael, no ö 
Mr. Fenifer, = divided. 
Virginia, Mr. Smitb, no} 
Mr. Grifin, no no 
Mr. Fleming, a: 
North-Carolina, Mr. Penn, ay 
Mr. Burke, 42 
| Mr. Sharpe, ay 
Soutb-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, ay pay 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 
— > — 
| S4TURDAY, June 12, 1779. 

The board of war having reported a form of a commiſſion for offi- 
cers of the ſtaff; the ſame was read, and agreed to as follows: 

« The United States of America in Congreſs aſſembled, to 

greeting: We, repoſing eſpecial truſt and confidence in your 

patriotiſm, prudence and fidelity, do by theſe preſents conſtitute and 
appoint you to be You are therefore faithfully and dili- 
gently to diſcharge the duty of by doing and performing 
all manner of things thereunto belonging, And you are to obſerve 
and follow ſuch orders and directions, from time to time, as you ſhall 
receive from this or a future Congreſs of the United States, or com- 
mittee of Congreſs for that purpoſe appointed, a committee of the 
ſtates, or commander in chief for the time being of the army of the 
United States, or any other your ſuperior officer, according to the 
reles and diſcipline of war, in purſuance of the truſt repoſed in you, 
This commiſſion to continue in force until revoked by this or a future 


Congreſs, the committee of Congreſs before-mentioned, or a commits 
tee of the ſtates. | 


Witneſs preſident of 
the Congreſs of the United States of America, at 
the day of and in the 


year of our independence. 
Entered in the war-office, 


And examined hy the board, 
ſecretary of the board of war.” | 
Congreſs took into conſideration the report of the committee, con- 
liſting of Mr. Drayton, Mr. Harvie, Mr. Witherſpoon, to whom was 


27g 85 memorial of Dr. John Morgan, late director-general and 
OL, b 
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phyſician in chief in the general-hoſpitals of the United States, ang 
thereupon came to the following relolutions : 

Whereas by the report of the medical-committee, confirmed h 
Congreſs on the 9th of Auguſt, 1777, it appears that Dr. John Mor- 
gan, late direQor-general and chief phyſician of the general-hoſpital; 
of the United States, had been removed from office on the 9th of Ja. 
nuary, 1777, by reaſon of the general complaint of perſons of all ran], 
in the army, and the critical ſtate of affairs at that time; and that 
the ſaid Dr. John Morgan requeſting an enquiry into his condug, it 
was thought proper that a committee of Congreſs ſhould be appointed 
for that purpoſe : and, whereas, on the 18th day of Sept. laſt, ſuch x 
committee was appointed, before whom the ſaid Dr. John Morgan 
hath in the moſt ſatisfactory manner vindicated his conduct in eyery 
reſpect as director- general and phyſician in chief, upon the teſtimony 
of the commander in chief, general-officers, officers in the general. 
hoſpital department, and other officers in the army, ſhewing that the 
ſaid direQor-general did conduct himſelf ably and faithfully in the 
diſcharge of the duties of his office : therefore, 

Resolved, That Congreſs are ſatisfied with the conduct of Dr. John 
Morgan while acting as director- general and phyſician in chief in the 
general-hoſpitals of the United States; and that this reſolution be 
publiſhed. 

—— r— 
Movbar, June 14, 1779. 

Mr. Marchant, a dclegate from R. Ifland, attended, and produced 
the credentials of the delegates from that ſtate, which were read. 

The committee, conliſting of Mr. Dickinſon, Mr. Huntington and 
Mr. Burke, appointed “ to report a plan for putting the quarter-mal- 
ter-general and commuſſary-general's departments on a different foot- 
ing with reſpect to the expenditure of public money,” brought in: 
report, Which was read ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That the quarter-maſter-general be empowered to allow 
and pay for a waggon, driver and four horſes, 134 dollars, one ration 
and forage per day; ſhoeing the horſes, if done at the expenſe of th: 
United States, to be deducted from the wages. 

Resotved, That it be recommended to theſe ſtates to exempt all 
drivers of waggons, employed in the ſervice of the United States, from 
militia duties, and from all fines on that account, while they are en- 
gaged in the ſervice ; and that ſuch ſervice ſhall be conſidered and 
allowed as their tour of duty in the militia for ſuch time as they att 
thus engaged, 

— > 
 TursDar, June 15, 1779. 

A letter, of this day, from Dr. J. Morgan, was read, charging Dr, 
William Shippen, jun. in the ſervice of the United States, with mal- 
practices and miſconduct in office, and declaring his readineſs to gie 
before the proper court having juriſdiction, the neceſſary evidence i 
the premiſes againſt the ſaid Dr. William Shippen; 

On motion of Mr. Laurens. ſeconded by Mr. Drayton, 

Resolved, That a copy of the ſaid letter be tranſmitted to the com- 
wander in chief, and that he be directed to cauſe ſuch proceedings de 
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he had thereon, as that the charges alluded to in it be ſpeedily enquir- 
ed into and juſtice done. | 

Ordered, That an extract of the letter with the above reſolution be 
tranſmitted to Dr. Shippen. 

— > 
WEeDN=zSDAY, June 16, 1779. 

The committee, conliſting of Mr. Jenifer, Mr. Armſtrong and Mr. 
Sharpe, to whom was referred the letter of the 7th of June from gover- 
nor Clinton, brought in a report ; whereupon, 

Recolved unanimously, That the officers acting under the ſtate of 
New-York, who were lately reſtrained of their liberty by certain per— 
ſons of a diſtrict called the New-Hampſhire Grants, ought to be imme- 
diately liberated. 

Resolved unanimously, That the committee appointed to repair to the 
inhabitants of a certain diſtri known by the name of the New-Hamp- 
ſhire Grants, be directed to enquire into the matters and things con- 
tained in the letters of governor Clinton of the 27th of May and of 
the 7th inſt. and that copies of the ſaid letters be tranſmitted to the 
laid committee, and that they be directed to report ſpecially to Con- 
preſs, | 
Regolved unanimously, That it was not the intention of Congreſs 
by their reſolution of the 1ſt inſt. nor eught the fame or any other 
part thereof to be conſtrued to hold up principles ſubverſive of, or un— 
favourable to the internal policy of any or either of the United States: 

That as Congreſs expect very ſalutary effects from the appointment 
of the ſaid committee, therefore all further proceedings on governor 
Clinton's letter be poſtponed until they report. | 

— > — — 
FRinar, June 18, 1779. 

A letter, of the 6th, from major-general W. Philips, was read, re- 
commending captain Featherſtone of the convention troops, who comes 
to Philadelphia by permiſſion of governor Henry and colonel Bland, 
to be exchanged, and intimating that captain Featherſtone ſhould be 
exchanged as lieutenant, his promotion to a captain-heutenancy having 
happened ſince the convention; whereupon, | 

Resolved, That captain Featherſtone repair immediately to the town 
of Mount-Holly, and remain there until the treaty for his exchange 
between the commanders in chief of both armies {hall be terminated ; 
and that the preſident write to the general upon that ſubject, and in- 
form him that Congreſs have no objection to the captain's exchange as 
a lieutenant, provided the principle on which the ſame ſhall be made 
be fully eſtabliſhed, and that he give orders reſpeQing captain Feather - 
lone's rout to New-York in caſe the exchange take place. 

The committee on the treaſury report, 

That they have according to order, prepared bills of exchange on the 
miniſter plenipotentiary of the United States at the court of France, 
in favour of Mr. Caron de Beaumarchais, conſiſting of 50 ſets, fix bills 
to each ſet, as {pecified in a {chedule annexed, all dated the 15th day 
of this inſt. June, amounting in the whole to 2,400,000 livres tournois, 
and payable the 15th day of June, 1782; and alſo fix ſets, ſix bills to 
*ach tet, all dated the ſame day, drawn on the ſaid miniſter in favour 
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of the ſaid Mr. C. de Beaumarchais, for the yearly intereſt of the {ai 
principal ſum, at fix per cent, being 144,000 livres yearly, in the whole 
432,000 livres; the principal and intereſt ſo drawn for amounting in 
the whole to 2,832,000 livres, which laſt mentioned bills for the in. 
_ tereſt are particularly ſpecified in the ſaid ſchedule ; and that they have 
allo prepared letters of advice of the ſaid bills of exchange to the (aid 
miniſter plenipotentiary ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That the ſaid draughts be ſigned by the preſident of Con. 
greſs, and entered in the auditor's office as warrants are uſually paſſed, 
and then delivered to Mr. Francey, agent for the ſaid Mr. de Beau. 
marchais, on his giving the auditor-general a receipt for the fame; 
and that Mr. de Beaumarchais be charged with the amount of the 
ſaid principal ſum in the books of the treaſury. 

_  Resolved, That the faith of the United States be pledged to make 
good any contract or engagement which ſhall be entered into by the 
ſaid miniſter plenipotentiary, or any future miniſter of theſe United 
States at the court of Verſailles, for obtaining money or credit to en. 
able him to honour the ſaid draughts and provide for their punctual 
diſcharge. | 

Congreſs proceeded in the order of the day to the ſubject of finance; 
whereupon, a motion was made by Mr, Morris, ſeconded by Mr, 
Gerry, | 

«© That when the intereſt on monies which have been or may be 
placed in the ſeveral loan- offices on or after the 1ſt day of March, 
1778, ſhall become due, and be paid, the ſame ſhall be encreaſed in 
proportion to the encreaſe of the ſum of continental paper-money which 
may be in circulation after the dates of ſuch loans reſpectively.“ 

A motion was made by Mr. Duane, ſeconded by Mr. Burke, to 
ſtrike out the words © have been or,” and the words “ on or after the 
Iſt day of March, 1778,” and alſo the words “ and be paid,” in order 
after loan- office to inſert “ on the loan of 20,000,000 voted to be 
borrowed by the reſolution of.” | 

On the queſtion, ſhall the words moved to be ſtruck out ſtand ! The 
yeas and nays being required by Mr. Burke, 


New- Hampsbire, Mr. Whipple, ay >ay 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. Gerry, ay 


Mr. Lovell, ay Fay 
Mr. Holten, 


Rhoge-Tsland, 


Connecticut, 


New-York, 


New-Tersep, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Marchant, 
Collins, 
Sherman, 
Huntington, 
Spencer, 
Jay, 
Duane, 
Morris, 
Scudder, 
Fell, 


ey 


| 
. 
ö 
| 


ay 
ay 
ay 
ay 
ay ef 

ay 

ay 

no a 

ay. 

7 C divided, 
ay 
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Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, ay 

Mr. Shi/pen, ay 

Mr. Searle, Js 

Mr. Muhlenberg, ay 

Mr. M*Clenc, ay 
Delaware, Mr. Dichinson, ay} -- 

Mr. MFRean, 4 * 
Maryland, Mr. Paca, no 

Mr. Henry, no no 

Mr. Fenifer, 0 
Virginid, Mr. Smith, no 

Mr. Gin, ay n 

Mr. Fleming, 5 
Nortb-Carolina, Mr. Penn, ay d-.;.:: 

| Mr. Burke, 21 divided. 

South-Carolina, Mr. Lauren, no? 

Mr. Drayton, wt mY 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 

— p22 — 
Movpar, June 21, 1779. 

The board of war report, that as the plan of raising a corps of 
German deſerters is laid aſide, there is no proſpect of copying licu- 
tznant-colonel Klein with advantage to the Uuited States, and that 
the wen of that corps are now reduced to a ferjeant and four privates; 
whereupon, 

Regolded, That lieutenant-colonel Klein be informed, that although 
Congreſs have a high ſenſe of his zeal, yet as he cannot be uſefully 
employed in the ſervice of the United States, he has permiſhon to re- 
tire therefrom. 

Resolved, That lieutenant-colonel Klein receive one year's pay and 
ſubliſtence, to enable him to return to Europe. 

Resolved, That the non commiſſioned-officers and privates of the 
intended corps of German volunteers be transferred to the corps com- 
manded by colonel Armand. 

— > — 
Tugepar, June 22, 1779, 

Mr. Peabody, a delegate from the ſtate of N. Hampſhire, attended, 
and produced the credentials of his appointment, which were read, 

A letter, of the 21ſt, from J. Reed, preſident of the ftite of Penn— 
ſylvania, was read, informing, that the inhabitants of the town of 
York, in this ſtate, having complained to the council of John M-C.1- 
liſter, a deputy commiſſary of iſſues, and forwarded ſundry affidavits 
taken in his preſence, from which he apyears to have been guilty of 
peculation and embezzlement of the public ſtores and proviſionz. the 
council have, agreeable to the reſolves of Congreſs, ſuſpended him fr:.m 
bay and employment until Congreſs ſhall take farther order reſpecung 
him; whereupon, _ 

On motion of M. Morris, ſeconded by Mr. Gerry, 

Resolved, That the thanks of Congreſs be preſented to the prefi1-nt 
and executive council of the ſtate of Pennſylvania, for their vigilauce 


* 
— 
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and attention, and that they be requeſted to cauſe a proſecution to he 
commenced againſt the ſaid John M*Calliſter, at the expenſe of the 
United States. 

Congreſs proceeded to the election of « commiſſioner for the board 
of war; and, the ballots being taken, | 

Major-general W. Heath was elected, having been previouſly no. 
minated by Mr, Ellery. 

Congreſs proceeded to the conſideration of the report of the board 
of war of the 17th ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That majors, in conſideration of their extra duty, Qing 
as brigade inſpectors, and majors of brigade, receive 44 dollars per 
month, in addition to their regimental pay. 

Resolved, That Congreſs entertain a grateful ſenſe of the virtue 
and ſervices of thoſe faithful and zealous ſoldiers who, at an early 
period engaged in the armies of theſe ſtates during the war ; and to 
encourage a continuance of their exertions, and as far as circumſtan. 
ces admit, to put them on a footing in pecuniary matters with other 
foldiers, gen. waſhington be empowered to order a gratuity of 100 
dollars each to be paid to the men fo enliſted during the war; this 
gratuity to be paid only to ſuch ſoldiers as enliſted before the 23d 
day of January, 1779. 

Resolved, That the adjutant-general for the time being, be alſo af. 
iſtant inſpector-general. 

- The committee, conliſting of Mr. Floyd, Mr. Witherſpoon and 
Mr. Huntington, to whom was referred the letter of May the 20th, 
trom general Parſons, brought in a report; whereupon, 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the legiſlative and executive 
powers in the ſeveral ſtates, more eſpecially thoſe that are adjacent 
to Long-Iſland and other places in poſſeſſion of the enemy, to take the 
molt effectual meaſures to prevent plundering the inhabitants of ſuch 
places, and all officers of the army are directed to uſe their utmok 
exertions to prevent ſuch practices. 

A memorial from the miniſter plenipotentiary of France, was read, 
accompanied with a commiſſion by him given to the ſieur de St. 
Hilaire, of vice-conſul for the port of Alexandria, in Virginia, deli- 
ring that the ſame may be made known: | 

Ordered, That it be referred to the marine-committee, and that 
they take order thereon. 

— ro—c{ MM LOR 
| WEDNESDAY, June 23, 1779. 
A memorial from the honourable fieur Gerard, miniſter plenipo- 
tentiary of France, was read, reſpecting the powers of conſuls and 
vice-corſuls : 

Ordered, That the ſame be referred to the committee appointed to 
ſettle the powers and privileges of conſuls. 

Congreſs proceeded to the conſideration of the ſubje& of finance, 
and an amendment having been adopted, by inſerting after the word 
« ſame,” the words „ until ſome more accurate ſtandard of value can 
be deviſed.” | | 

A motion was made by Mr, Gerry, ſeconded by Mr. Duane, to fe- 
conſider the motion for inſerting thoſe words; and on the queſtion 
for reconſidering, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Gerry, 


New-Hampshire, 


Massachusetts-Bay, 
Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 
New-York, 
New-Fersey, 


Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 
Virgin ia, 


Nortb- Carolina, 


| Soutb-Carolina, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


So it paſſed in the negative. 


On the queſtion to agree to the propoſition as amended, the yeas and 
nays being required by Mr. Smith, 


New- Hampshire, 


Massachusetts-Bay, 
Rbode-Island, 
Connecticut, 


Neo- Tor, 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
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Whipple, 
Peabody, 


Gerry, 

Lovell, 
Holten, 
Ellery, 


Marchant, 


Collins, 


Sherman, 
Huntington, 
Spencer, 


Jay, 
Duane, 
Lewis, 


Scudder, 


Fell, 


Armstrong, 
Shippen, 
Mublenberg, 
AClene, 
Dickinson, 
M* Kean, 


Paca, 


Carmichael, 


Henry, 


Jenifer, 


Smith, 
Griffin, 


Fleming, 
Mr. P 


enn, 


Burke, 


Laurens, 
Drayton, 


Whipple, 
Peabody, 


Gerry, 
Lovell, 


Holten, 


Ellery, 


Marchant, 


Collins, 


Sherman, 
Huntington, 
Spencer, 


Jay, 


Duane, 
Morris, 


Lewis, 


7 
no 
no 
no 
no 
ads 
no 
5 no 
no 


no 
bo. 
no 


2 5 divided. 
no | 


no 
wh no 
ay 
who 
ay 
no 
a” 
ay 
2 
ay OY 
no 
4 
ay 
ay oY 
111 BY 
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New-Tersey, Mr. Scudder, no? ,. 
Mr, Fell, ay drvided. 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, ay 


Mr. Shippen, no 
Mr. Mublenberg, ay oY 
Mr. Mc*<Clene, ay 


Delaware, Mr. Dickinson, ay 5 
Mr. M*Fean, 4 1 
Maryland, Mr. Paca, no 
Mr. Carmichael, ay * 
Mr. Henry, no 
Mr. Jenifer, no 
Firginia, Mr. Smith, no) 
Mr. Griſin, gu 
Mr. Fleming, no 
Nortb-Carolina, Mr. Penn, a R 
Mr. Burke: 5 divided. 
South-Carol ina, Mr. Laurens, No 
Mr. Drayton, 250 185 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 

That when the intereſt on monies which have been or may be pla. 
ecd in the ſeveral loan- offices on or after the Iſt day of March, 1778, 
Mall become due and be paid the ſame, until ſome more accurate ſtan- 
dard of value can be deviſed, ſhall be encreaſed in proportion to the 
encreaſe of the ſum of continental paper-money which may be in cir. 
eulation after the dates of ſuch loans reſpectively. 

A motion was made by Mr, Morris, ſeconded by Mr. Sherman, to 
reconſider the ſixth reſolution paſſed on the 11th, viz, 

„ That each lender ſhall have his election either to receive the prit- 
ceipal at the expiration of three'years from the date of the loan, or to 
continue it in the funds on intereſt until the whole amount of conti- 
nental bills circulating at the time of the loan ſhall be diminiſhed one- 
eighth part at the Il-aft.” 

Queſtion put, reſolved in the affirmative. 

A motion was then made by Mr. Sherman, ſeconded by Mr. Mor 
rise, to ſtrike out the words * {hall be diminiſhed one- eighth part at the 
leaſt ;*”” and after the word “ circulating,” inſert the words “ ſhall not 
exceed the ſum in circulation.“ 

On the queſtion, {hall the words moved to be ſtruck out ſtand ? Tit 
yeas and nays being required by Mr. Scudder, 


Mr. 


no 


New-Hampshire, Mr. Whipple, 2 = 


Peabody, 


Massachusetis-Bay, Mr. Gerry, no 
Mr. Lovell, 92 

Mr. Holten, no 

Rhoge-Tsland, Mr. Ellery, no 
Mr. Marchoent, gas 

Mr. Collins, no 

Connecticut, Mr. Sherman, no 
| Mr. Huntington, no g no 

Mr. Spencer, no 


Vo 


New-York, 


 New-Fersey, 


Pennsyloania, 
Maryland, 
Virginia, 


North-Carolina, 


South-Carolina, 
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Mr. 

Fo 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Jay, 
Duane, 
Morris, 
Scudder, 
Fell, 
Armstrong, 
Mublenberg, 
Mc<Clene, 
Paca, 
Carmichael, 
Henry, 
Jenifer, 
Smith, 
Flemin ; 
Penn, & 
Burke, 
Laurens, 
Drayton, 


So it paſſed in the negative, and the words were ſtruck out. 
Queſtion put for inſerting the words —oves to be inſerted, 
Reſolved in the affirmative. 
On the queſtion to agree to the ropelicien as amended, the yeas and 
nays being required by Mr. Morris, 


New-Hampsbire, 


Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Tsland, 


Connecticut, 


New-York, 


New. Fersey, 


Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 


Maryland, 


Vor. V. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
- Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Whipple, 
Peabody, 
Gerry, 

L ovell, 
Holten, 
Marchant, 
Collins, 
Sherman, 
Huntington, 
Spencer, 
Jay, 
Duane, 
Morris, 
Scudder, 
Fell, 
Armstrong, 
Shtppen, 


Mublenberg, 


McClene, 
Dickinson, 
M*Kean, 
Paca, 
Carmichael, 
Henry, 


Jenifer, 
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Virginia, 


North-Carolina, 


South-Carolina, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr, 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Smith, 
Griffin, 


Fleming, 
Mr. P 


enn, 


Burke, 


Laurens, 


Drayton, 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 


Mr. Penn, a delegate of North-Carolina, laid before Congreſs the 


— dä a 


THURSDAY, June 24, 1779. 


credentials of his re-appointment, which were read, 
On motion of Mr. Drayton, ſeconded by Mr. Morris, 


Resolved, That Sunday the 4th day of July, being the anniverſary of 
the declaration of the independence of theſe United States, the chap. 
lains of Congreſs be requeſted to prepare ſermons ſuitable to the oc. 


caſion: a farther motion was made, 


That the preſident cauſe an entertainment to be prepared on the 5th 
of July, in celebration of the independence of theſe United States; on 
which the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Marchant, 


Whipple, 
Peabody, 


New- Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 
New-York, 


New-Jersey, 


Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 


Virginia, 


North-Ceroline, 


South-Carolina, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Lovell, 
Holten, 
Ellery, 


Marchant, 


Collins, 


Sherman, 
Huntington, 
Spencer, 


Jay, 


Morris, 


Lewis, 


Scudder, 


Fell, 


Armstrong, 
Shippen, 


Searle, 


Alublenberg, 
AFClene, 
M Kean, 


Paca, 
Henry, 


Fenifer, 


Smith, 


Fleming, 


Penn, 


Burke, 
Sharpe, 


Laurens, 
Drayton, 


no 

wo no 

oe , 

ay ) 

ey 

ay 

ay 

no 

no 

29 

ay 1 

no 

wt 
no 

Mo 

19) 

no 

ay Lay 

ay 

ay 

ay Cay 

ay 

ay > 4a 

ay. 

21 5 

ay | 

ay 

ay 2 

No 

71 

ay 


divided. 
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So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to aſſiſt the pre- 
ſident in regulating the ſaid entertainment; 

The members choſen, Mr. Searle, Mr. Lovell and Mr. Paca. 

According to the order of the day, Congreſs proceeded to the elec- 
tion of a clothier-general ; and, the ballots being taken, 

Mr. Peter Wikoff was eleQted, having been previouſly nominated 
by Mr. Armſtrong. 

Fripar, June 25, 1779, 

Congreſs proceeded to the conſideration of the ſubje& of finance, 
when a motion was made by Mr, Sherman, ſeconded by Mr. Gerry, 
to reconſider the 8th reſolution paſſed the 11th inſt. viz. 

„That the ſecurities to be given for all ſums ſo borrowed ſhall be 
made payable to the lender or to his ſpecial attorney, executor or ad- 
miniſtrator:“ 

On the queſtion for reconſidering, the yeas and nays being required 
by Mr. Jay, | | 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Whipple, ay 
Mr. Peabody, oe * 


Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. Gerry, ay 
Mr. Lovell, ay > ay 
Mr. Holten, ay 
Nhode-Island, Mr. Ellery, ay 
| Mr. Marchant, AY 
| Mr. Collins, ay 
Connecticut, Mr. Sherman, 2 5 
Mr. Spencer, ay % 
New-York, Mr. Fay, "00-3: - 
Mr. Duane, ay f ay 
| Mr. Lewis, ay) 
New- Fersey, Mr. Scudder, a 5 
mk Mr. Fell, - oY 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, ay 
| Mr. Searle, ay 
Mr, Mublenberg, ay (© 
Mr. A7'Clene, ay , 
Delaware, Mr. Dickinson, ay pay 
Harland, Mr. Paca, no 
Mr. Carmichael, no 
Mr. Henry, no 
Mr. Fenifer, no 
Virginia, Mr. Grifin, 25 | 
| Mr. Fleming, no 
North-Carolins, Mr. Penn, no 
| | Mr. Burke, | 21 or 
South-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, wt = 
| Mr. Drayton, no 


50 it was reſolved in the affirmative. 
Un motion of Mr, Sherman, ſeconded by Mr. Gerry, 
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Resolved, That the ſaid reſolution be repealed. 

Ordered, That loan-office certificates for borrowing 20,000,000 gf 
dollars, agreeably to the reſolution of the 11th inſt. be prepared and 
ſent to the ſeveral loan-offices, under the direction of the board of tres. 
ſury, and conſiſt of ſuch denominations as they ſhall judge expetien, 

— > — 
SATURDAY, June 26, 1779, 

The board of war, to whom was referred the memorial of the Rex, 
Mr. M<Murdie, complaining of the appointment of the Rev. Mi. 
Rogers to be chaplain of the 3d Pennſylvania brigade as an injury 
done to him, report, © that they have conferred with Mr. M*Murdie 
on the ſubje& of his memorial; and that Mr. M*Murdie has, in the 
opinion of the board, aſſigned no ſuiſicient reaſon to induce them 9 
recommend a repeal of the appointment of Mr. Rogers ;” whereupon, 

Resolved, That Mr. M*Murdie be informed, that as there is ng 
vacancy for a chaplain in the Pennſylvania brigades, no appointment 
as ſuch can be given to him. 

The committee on the treaſury having taken into conſideration x 
letter and order of the honorable council of the ſtate of Maſſachy. 
ſetts-Bay of the 8th of June, inſt. containing their opinion in conſe. 
quence of the requeſt of Congreſs, on a proper allowance to be mac: 
to Jonathan Loring Auſtin, for his ſervices and expenſes in carrying 
diſpatches and tranſacting buſineſs in France, and on the mode dt 
payment, report, | | 

That agreeable to the opinion of the ſaid board, the commiſſioners 
of theſe United States at Paris, be directed to diſcharge the account 
of Mr. Auſtin with the late houſe of Meſſrs. Plearne, Pennet & Co, 
in Nantz, to the amount of 6400 livres, and to charge the ſame to 
theſe United States, together with the further ſum of 130 louiſd'on, 
advanced him by the ſaid commiſſioners, as ſet forth in his memorial 
to Congreſs, in full compenſation for his time and ſervices aforeſaid. 

Resolved, That Congreſs agree to the ſaid report. 

— A2 — 
Movpar, June 28, 1779. 

The marine- committee, to whom was referred the paper ſigned 
Holker, and tranſmitted to Congreſs by the miniſter of France on the 
21ſt, reſpecting Francis Fleury, carried by force on board the armed 
ſhip General Green, brought in a report; whereupon, 

Resolved, That a copy of the ſaid paper be tranſmitted to his ex. 
cellency the preſident and the honorable the ſupreme executive coul 
ci] of the ſtate of Pennſylvania, that juſtice may be done in the premiſes 

The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Sherman, Mr. Morris and Mr. 
Scudder, to whom was referred a remonſtrance and petition of tht 
legiſlative council and general aſſembly of the ſtate of New-Jerle), 
brought in a report; whereupon, : 

Resolved, That when vacancies of commiſhoned-officers happen i 
any of the regiments raiſed by the reſpective ſtates for the continental 
army, notice thereof ſhall be given to the executive authority of the 
ſtate to which the regiment belongs, by the commanding-officer ol 
ſuch regiment, to the end that proper perſons may be appointed to Gl 
duch vacancies, agreeable to the reſolution of the 8th of March lat 


equi 


having due regard to the rules of promotion recommended by a reſo— 
lution of Congreſs of the 24th of November, 1778. 

Ordered, That a copy of this reſolution be tranſmitted to governor 
Livingſton, and that he be informed, that it was judged expedient in 
the late arrangement of the army, to authorize the committee ap- 
pointed for that purpoſe, in concurrence with the commander in chief, 
not only to diſmiſs ſupernumerary and unqualified officers, but to fill 
vacancies by promotion of good officers who had been appointed by 
the re ſpective ſtates, and flood fair for promotion in the proper line of 
ſucceſhon ; but if there has been any infringement of the right of the 
tate of New-Jerſey, or any other ſtate, by excluding good officers not 
ſupernumerary, or filling vacancies by new creations, Congreſs will 
be ever ready to redreſs any grievances of that kind when particularly 
pointed out. 

The committee, conſiſting of Mr. M Kean, Mr. Lovell and Mr. 
Paca, to whom was referred the memorial of Meſſrs. John Cox and 
Charles Petit, aſſiſtant quarter-maſter-general, report that they have 
come to the following reſolutions thereupon, viz. 

That Congreſs cannot in any manner contrcul the legiſlature of 
New-Jerſey in the internal police of ſaid ſtate : 

That it 1s not to be preſumed that any citizen will be unjuſtly or 
oppreſſively taxed in any ſtate, without remedy by appeal or otherwiſe 
within the ſame : 

Resolv2d, That Congrefs agree to the ſaid report. 


The Delegates of Maſſachuſetts-Bay laid before Congreſs an act of 


the legiſlature of that ſtate, reſpecting their powers, which was read 
3s follows: | 
« State of Massachusetts-Bay. 
In the House of Representatives, Fune 10, 1779. 

Whereas inconveniences may ariſe in conſequence of a reſolve of 
the general court of the 15th of October laſt, which requires that three 
of the members choſen to repreſent this ſtate in Congreſs ſhould be 
preſent, in order to exerciſe the powers with which by that re ſolve 
they are veſted ; therefore, | 

Resolved, That any two of the gentlemen choſen to repreſent this 
ſate, or when more are preſent in Congreſs, a major part of the ſame, 
be, and they are hereby empowered, for and in behalf of this ſtate, to 
exerciſe all the powers which in the ſaid reſolve of the 15th of October 
are particularly mentioned; although it is {till expected that four of 
me ſaid gentlemen conſtantly attend upon the bulineſs of their dele- 
vation, 

Sent up for concurrence, J. Hancock, Speaker. 

In council, June 15, 1779, read and concurred, 

Joun Avrry, Deputy Secretary. 

Conſented to by the major part of the council. 

True copy. Atteſt. Joun Avery, Deputy Secretary.” 

Ordered, That Mr. Jenifer have leave of abſence. 

| TUESDAY, June 29, 1779. | 

A letter from major Burkhart, of the German battalion, was read, 
requeſting leave to reſign : | 

Ordered, That it be referred to the board of war. 


— - 
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The committee on the treaſury brought in a report ; whereupon 
Congreſs paſſed the following reſolutions : 

Whereas the allowance of th parts of a dollar upon every 100 
dollars, made to the commiſſioners for deſtroying bills of credit taken 
out of circulation by order of Congreſs, is, in conſequence of the time 
which they have neceſſarily ſpent in conducting this bulineſs, inade. 
quate to their fervices: 

Resolved, That in lieu of ſuch allowance, the ſaid commiſfioners be 
entitled to receive J parts of a dollar for every 100 dollars fo de. 
ſtroyed ; and that the allowance for future ſervice be divided among}: 
them in proportion to the number of dollars which ſhall be counted 

by them reſpectively. c 
Resolved, That an additional commiſſioner be appointed for de. 
ſtroying bills as aforeſaid. | 

The board having nominated Samuel Downe, Eſq; to be appointed 
commiſſioner for deſtroying bills called out of circulation: 

Congreſs proceeded to the election; and, the ballots being taken, 

Mr. Samuel Downe was choſen. 

The committee on the treaſury having arranged the ſeveral reſolu- 
tions for borrowing 20,000,000 of dollars, reported the ſame for pub. 
hcation as follows : : 

As Congreſs are bound by every motive of policy, and of public and 
private juſtice, to maintain the credit of the paper money emitted by 
their authority on the faith of the United States, fo it is their inten- 
tion, not only to avoid further emiſſions, but to diminiſh the quantity 
in circulation, provided that the reſpective ſtates, by correſpondent and 
Vigorous exertions, ſhall put it in their power to raiſe the neceſſary 
ſupplies : | 

Resolved therefore, That 20,000,000 of dollars, or ſuch a part there- 
of as ſhall be brought into the continental loan-offices on or before 
the Iſt day of October next, be borrowed on the faith of the United 
States, at an intereſt of ſix per cent. per annum. 

For facilitating the ſaid loan, 

Resolved, Iſt. That the loan-officers in every ſtate do immediately 
open ſubſcriptions for the ſaid loan: 

2d. That the executive authorities of the ſeveral ſtates be requeſted 
immediately to appoint perſons of character and influence in every 
county, town or diſtrict, to receive ſubſcriptions and tranſmit the fame 
to the loan-officer or officers in the ſtates reſpeCtively. 

2d. That no ſubſcription be received for leſs than 500 dollars: 


4th. That all ſubſcriptions under 10,000 dollars ſhall be paid into 


the loan-office where the ſame ſhall be ſubſcribed, or into the hand: 
of the perſon obtaining the ſubſcription, within 14 days after the ſub- 
ſcription ſhall be made: | 

5th. That any perſon ſubſcribing 10,000 dollars, or upwards, ſhall 
be allowed to pay the ſame at two periods, to wit, one half within 14 
days after the ſubſcription, the reſidue on or before the 1ſt day of Oct. 
next : the whole to bear intereſt from the time of the firſt payment, 
provided the other payment ſhall be punQually made: 

6th. That each lender ſhall have his eleQion either to receive the 
principal at the expiration of three years from the date of the loan, or 
to continue it in the funds on intereſt until the whole amount of con- 
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tinental bills in circulation ſhall not exceed the ſum in circulation at 
the time of the loan. 

7th. That intereſt on all ſums which ſhall be paid into the loan-of- 
fice before the ſaid 1ſt day of Oct. or which ſhall be ſubſcribed and paid 
agreeably to the terms of the 5th reſolution aforeſaid, ſhall be payable 
annually at the continental loan- office of the ſtate in which the money 
was originally ſubſcribed. 

8th. That when the intereſt on monies which have been or may be 
placed in the ſeveral loan- offices on or after the 1it day of March, 1778, 
ſhall become due and be paid, the ſame, until ſome more accurate ſtan- 
dard of value can be deviſed, ſhall be increaſed in proportion to the 
increaſe of the ſum of continental paper money which may be in cir- 
culation after the date of ſuch loans reſpectively. 

Ordered, That the loan-officers tranſmit to the board of treaſury 
monthly returns of all ſums ſubſcribed and received in their reſpective 
offices. 

— 2 — 
WepxvkEspar, June 30, 1779. 

The board of war having reported that major- general Gates, and 
col, Sheppard, now commanding brigadier Glover's brigade, have 
warmly recommended the Rev. Mr. Van Horne for an appointment 
of brigade chaplain : 

Resolved, That the Rev. Mr. William Van Horne be appointed 
chaplain to the brigade now or lately under the command of brigadier- 
general Glover, and that he be conſidered and reſpected as ſuch. 

The committee, conſiſting of Mr. T. Adams, Mr. Holten and Mr. 
Frelinghauſen, to whom was referred a letter from Joſeph Palmer, 
report as their opinion, 

That as Congreſs, on the 29th day of Dec. 1775, earneſtly recom- 
mended to the ſeveral aſſemblies or conventions immediately to pro- 
mote by ſufficient public encouragements, the making ſalt in their 
relpective colonies, the letter from Joſeph Palmer, Eſq; together with 
his plan for making bay ſalt, be referred to the general aſſembly of 
the ſtate of Maſſachuſetts- Bay: 

Resolved, That Congreſs agree to the ſaid report. 

— • Go 
Frinar, July 2, 1779. 

A memorial from major Burkhart, was read; whereupon, 

Resolved, That his reſignation be accepted. 

A letter, of the 1ſt, from Ethan Allen and Jonas Fay, was read, 
encloling a paper endorſed col. Allen, and Dr. Fay's appointment aud 
inſtructions, and accompanied with a book entitled“ Acts and laws of 
the ſtate of Vermont in America:“ 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

The committee on the treaſury, to whom was recommitred their 
report of the 25th of June, for allowing farther time to bring in the 
emiſſions called out of circulation, reported the following reſolutions : 

Whereas the legiſlature of the {tate of N. Carolina have repreſented, 
that from the difficulties of communicating intelligence in that ſtate, 
and the remote ſituation of many of its inhabitants, it was impoſſible 
that they ſhould receive ſeaſonable notice to carry the money of the 
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emiſſions of May the 20th, 1777, and April the 11th, 1778, to the 
proper officer by the time limited by Congreſs, and have therefore 
requeſted Congreſs to grant ſuch further time for that purpoſe 
that the inhabitants of the ſaid ſtate may not be injured ; ad 
whereas it is alſo repreſented to Congreſs, that many perſons in the 
different ſtates have been prevented by unforeſeen cauſes from com. 
plying with the ſaid reſolution : and whereas it was not the intention 
of Congreſs that individuals poſſeſſed of the {aid bills ſhould ſuſtain any 
further inconvenience than ſuch as aroſe from the neceſſary cautions 
againſt counterfeits: 


Resolved therefore, That all bills of the ſaid emmiſſions which ſhall 


be brought into the continental loan- offices, before the Iſt day of Jan. 


next, ſhall at the election of the owners be received either on loan or 
to be exchanged for other bills; and that the fame rules and precay. 
tions as are provided for regiſtering, certifying and defacing the bill; 
of the ſaid emiſſions received by the reſpective commiſſioners of the 
loan-offices before the 1ſt day of June laſt, be obſerved in reſpe& to 
all bills of the ſaid emiſſions which ſhall be brought in by virtue of 
this reſolution. Provided that each holder of ſuch bills ſhall previouſſy 
take the following oath or affirmation, and cauſe to be delivered to 
the reſpective commiſſioners of the continental loan-offices a certificate 
thereof, ſigned by the magiſtrate adminiſtering the ſame: ; 


« I do {wear (or ſolemnly affirm) that dollars, 


of the emiſſions of May 20th, 1777, and April 11th, 1778, of the fol. 
lowing numbers and denominations, viz. were my property 
or in my poſſeſſion on the Iſt of June, 1779, or at the time of my be. 
ing informed of the reſolution of Congreſs of the 2d of January, 1779, 
for taking the ſaid emiſhons out of circulation, and were not obtained 
directly or indireGly at a diſcount.” 5 

That the commiſſioners of the continental loan- offices be authori- 
zed to pay off the indented certificates which they ſhall have iſſued for 
exchanging bills of the emiſſions of May 20th, 1777, and April 11th, 
1778, to any perſons to whom {uch certificates may be endorſed, pro- 
vided that each endorſement ſhall be witneſſed by a magiſtrate : 

That the commiſſioners of the ſeveral continental loan-offices make 
returns to the board of treaſury immediately after the 1ſt day of Janu- 
ary next, of the amount of the bills received in their reſpective office: 
after the ſaid firſt day of June to be exchanged as aforeſaid ; and that 
for this purpoſe proper bills be lodged at the ſaid offices within 60 days 
from and after the firſt day of January aforeſaid, 5 

A motion was made by Mr. Gerry, ſeconded by Mr. Burke, to ſtribe 
out the words “2d of January for taking the ſaid emiſſions out of cir- 
culation;“ and in lieu thereof inſert “ 2d of July for granting further 
time to bring in the ſaid emiſſions,” 

On the queſtion, ſhall the words moved to be ſtruck out ſtand ? the 
yeas and nays being required by Mr. Sharpe, | 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Whipple, ay? 
Mr. Peabody, 955 oY 

AMassachusetts-Bay, Mr. Gerry, no 
Mr. Lovell, a” 


Mr. Holten, ay 


80 
A 
ſtrike 
diſco! 
On 
equi 


0 
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Rbode-Island, Mr. Marchant, ay >a 
Connecticut, Mr. Sherman, ay 

Mr. Huntington, ay þ ay 
| Mr. Spencer, ay 

New-York, Mr. Lewis, ay > * 
New-Fersey, Mr. Scudder, ay 

Mr, Fell, 4 5 Y 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, a) 
Mr. Searle, ay 

Mr. Mublenberg, ay 2 
Mr. M'Clene, ay 

Delaware, Mr. M*Kean, ay Say 
Maryland, Mr. Carmichael, no 

| | Mr. Henry, no d 
g Virginia, Mr. Smitb, no 

| Mr. Griffin, no >no 
| | Mr. Fleming, no 
North-Carolina, Mr. Penn, no 

Mr. Burke, no $no 
| | Mr. Sharpe, no 
| South-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, ay 


Mr. Drayton, ay Y 
So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 
A motion was made by Mr. Smith, ſeconded by Mr. Fleming, to 
ſtrike out the words, and were not obtained directly or indirectly at 
diſcount.“ | 
On the queſtion, ſhall thoſe words ſtand ? the yeas and nays being 
required by Mr. Smith, | 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Whipple, ay 5 


| Mr. Peabody, 5 9 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. Gerry, 2 
Y Mr. Lovell, ay F ay 
Mr. Holten, ay 
: Rhode-Island, Mr. Marchant, ay Say 
f Connecticut, Mr. Sherman, ay 
© Mr. Huntington, ay F ay 
+ | | Mr. Spencer, ay 
8 New-York, Mr. Lewis, ay > * 
New-Fersey, Mr. Scudder, 21 
4 Mr. Fell, ay V 
Tennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, ay 
of Mr. Searle, ay 
a 
Mr. Mublenberg, ay (® 
je Mr. Mc<Clene, ay 
Delaware, Mr. M*Kean, ay ay 
Maryland, Mr. Carmichael, ay divided 
| Mr. Henry, 21 . 
Virginia, Mr. Smith, no 
| Mr. Griffin, 9 
Mr. Fleming, No 
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Nortb-Carolina, Mr. Burke, ay} 
| Mr. Sharpe, ay$ % 
South-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, ay 


Mr. Drayton, ay * 


| So it was reſolved in the affirmative, | 
| A motion was made by Mr. Burke, ſeconded by Mr. Sharpe, w 
A ſtrike out the whole proviſo, including the oath. 
And, on the queſtion, ſhall it ſtand? The yeas and nays being xe. 
quired by Mr. Sharpe, : 
New- Hampshire, Mr. Whipple, ay @ 
4 Mr. Peabach 4 * 


Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. Gerry, 4 
Mr. Lovell, ay > ay 
Mr. Holten, ay 
Rbode- Island, Mr. Marchant, ay pay 
Connecticut, Mr. Sherman, 42 
: Mr. Spencer, ayS 7 
New-York, Mr. Lewis, ay > * 
New- Jersey, Mr. Scudder, ay 2 
Mr. Fell, 4 4 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, ay 
Mr. Shippen, ay | 
Mr. Searle, ay >ay 
Mr. Mublenberg, ay 
| Mr. M*Clene, ay} 
Delaware, Mr. M* Kean, ay Say 
ö Maryland, Mr. Carmichael, ay 8 * 
; Virginia, Mr. Smith, not , 
« Mr. Fleming, 1 | 
North-Carolina, Mr. Penn, no) 
Mr. Burke, no > no 
| Mr. Sharpe, a 
South-Carolina, Mr. Drayton, no pno 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 

Queſtion put to agree to the report, 

Reſolved in the affirmative. | | | 

On motion of Mr. Gerry, ſeconded by Mr. M*cKean, 

Whereas it will require time to provide loan-office certificates fu 
borrowing 20,000,000 of dollars, in purſuance of the reſolutions d 
Congreſs of the 29th of June laſt : . | 
| Resolvred, That loan-office certificates, of any denomination, altes 
dy ſtruck by order of Congreſs, be iffued for the purpoſe of the {ail 
loan; any thing contained in the ſaid certificates to the contra} 
notwithſtanding : | | 

That the board of treaſury be authorized to order the treaſurer 0! 
loans to tranſmit to the ſeveral commiſſioners of the continental lou A 
offices, ſuch of the ſaid certificates as are in his poſſeſſion; and that Ke 
the certificates ordered to be ſtruck the 25th of June laſt, be not! in the 
ed until the further order of Congreſs. | of he! 

Ordered, That Mr. Ellery have leave of abſence. do re 
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SATURDAY, July 3, 1779. 

A letter, of the 2d, from J. Prowell was read; whereupon, Con- 

refs came to the following reſolution: 

It being repreſented to Congreſs that their reſolution of the 5th of 

ane laſt, vacating the commiſſion of major, granted to captain Prow- 
al, in the 11th Pennſylvania regiment, has been miſunderſtood : 

Resolved, That the ſole reaſon for vacating the ſaid commiſſion 
was the claims of elder captains in the Pennſylvania line, over whom 
it appeared that he had been promoted by miſtake, and not any fault 
or want of merit in captain Prowell, of whoſe character, as an uſeful 
officer, Congreſs entertain a favourable opinion. 

A letter, of this day, from Henry Shrupp, enſign in the German 
battalion, was read, deſiring leave to reſign his commiſſion ; 

Resolved, That his reſignation be accepted. 
The board of war, to whom was referred a letter of the 25th of 
june from A. Henderſon, report, | 
That the reſignation of captain Alexander Henderſon, deputy com- 

miſſary of military-ſtores, be accepted. | 

Resolved, That Congreſs agree to the ſaid report. 

The committee on the treaſury-brought in a report: 

Whereas by a reſolution of Congrefs, -paſſed the 22d day of May 
laſt, upon application of the ſtate of Connecticut, a warrant iſſued on 
the treaſury in favour of their delegates, for 150,000 dollars, the ſaid 
late to be accountable, and to repay the ſame to the commiſſioner of 
the continental loan- office, in the month of Auguſt next, with intereſt 
at fix per cent. And whereas his excellency Jonathan Trumbull, 
Eq; governor of the ſaid ſtate, has repreſented to Congreſs, that be- 
fore the arrival of the ſaid money, other proviſion was made for the 
purpoſe of the ſaid application, but as orders for recruiting their quota 
of the deficiency of the continental army are iſſued, and no mone 
tranſmitted for that purpoſe, the general aſſembly of the ſaid ſtate 
requeſt that Congreſs will charge the ſaid ſtare with the ſaid loan, 
not as a loan according to the firſt intention, but on account of re- 
cruiting and clothing their quota of the deficiency -of the continental 
troops aforeſaid, without any charge of intereſt : | 
Resolved, That the ſaid requeſt be complied with, and the money 
10 received, be charged to the ſaid ſtate as ſo much advanced for re- 
cutting and clothing their quota of the deficiency of continental 
troops, and for which the ſaid ſtate is to be accountable, 10 
| Regolved, That his excellency the governor and council of Connec- 
ticut be requeſted, if they ſhall judge it expedient, to make a further 
allowance in addition to what has already been made by Congreſs, to 
eſſe Brown, whilſt riding expreſs in the ſervice of the United States, 
charging ſuch allowance to the ſtates aforeſaid. 

— > — 
|  TyzsDar, July 6, 1779. 
A letter, of the 3d, from the board of war, was read; whereupon, 
Regolved, That Margaret Corbin, who was wounded and diſabled 
in the attack on Fort-Waſhington, whilſt ſhe heroically filled the poſt 
of her huſband who was killed by her ſide ſerving a piece of artillery, 
o receive, during her natural life, or the continuance of the ſaid diſ- 
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ability, the one-half of the monthly pay drawn by a ſoldier in the {. 
vice of theſe ſtates ; and that ſhe now receive out of the public ſtor; 
one complete ſuit of clothes, or the value thereof in money, 

Resolved, That in conſideration of their extra duties and ſervice 
the officers in the army of theſe ſtates, ſerving as ſub and brigade By 
ſpe&ors, be allowed, the former three rations a-day and forage for 
three horſes, and the latter two rations a-day and forage for two hor. 
ſes, in lieu of all former rations and forage, both as officers in the line 
and as inſpectors ; their ſubſiſtence- money as officers in the line tg 
remain as heretofore, | 

A memorial from the miniſter plenipotentiary of France, was read, 
whereupon, 

Resolved, That it be recommended to his excellency the governo 
of Maryland to permit the ſhip Defence, which 1s loaded with proyi. 
ſions for the fleet of his moſt Chriſtian majeſty, to depart and carry her 
cargo to the place of her deſtination ; and that care be taken that ſhe 
carry no other proviſion than the above, and what may be neceſſa 
for the uſe of the crew, 27 

WEDNESDAY, July 7, 1779. 

A letter, of the 1ſt, from major-general Heath, was read, deſiring ty 
be informed what the duties of the commiſſioners of the board of war 
are, and whether, in caſe of his acceptance of the office, he will retain 
his rank in the army : 

Ordered, That major-general Heath be furniſhed with a copy ol 
the reſolutions eſtabliſhing the board of war and defining its powers, 
and that he be informed he will retain his rank, but be paid only 282 
commiſſioner of the board, 

THURSDAY, July 8, 1779. 

On motion of Mr, Gerry, ſeconded by Mr. Marchant, 
Resolved, That a ſtanding committee of three be appointed to cot. 
reſpond with the commanding-officer in S, Carolina and Georgia, and 
report, from time to time, the neceſſary meaſures for defending the 
ſaid ſtates : 

The members choſen, Mr. Laurens, Mr. Marchant and Mr. Holten. 

Whereas Jonathan Trumbull, jun. Eſq; has repreſented to the boa 
of treaſury, that the truſt repoſed in him for ſettling the accounts 0! 
the deputies and agents of the late commiſſary-general, Joſeph Trun- 
bull, deceaſed, cannot be diſcharged without more aſſiſtance than |: 
allowed by the reſolution of Congreſs of the 5th of May laſt : 
Resolved, That the board of treaſury be authorized to employ © 
many additional accountants or clerks to aſſiſt in the execution of tht 
{aid truſt as they ſhall judge necefſary . 

Fripar, July 9, 1779. | : 

Mr. Houſton, a delegate for New-Jerſey, attended, and produce 
the credentials of his appointment, which were read. 

Congreſs proceeded to the conſideration of the reports of the com- 
mittee, conſiſting of Mr. Dickinſon, Mr. Huntington and Mr. Burke, 
appointed on the 28th of May to make ſtrict enquiry into the alarmins 
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expenſes in the commiſſary-general's, quarter-maſter-general and medi- 
cal departments, and to whom was referred a letter of the 3d from J. 
Cox and Charles Petit, aſſiſtant quarter-maſters-general ; and, thereupon, 

Resolved, That the executive powers of each ſtate be earneſtly re- 
queſted inſtantly to make the ſtricteſt enquiry into the conduct of every 
perſon within ſuch ſtate reſpectively employed, either in the quarter- 
maſter-general or purchaſing or iſſuing commiſſary generals departments, 
and in caſe of any kind of miſbehaviour or ſtrong ſuſpicion thereof in 
any ſuch perſon not being an officer immediately appointed by Congreſs, 
to remove or ſuſpend every ſuch perſon, ordering him at their diſcretion 
to be proſecuted at the expenſe of the United States, and to appoint 
another in his place, if neceſſary, and ſe, from time to time, as occa- 
ſion may be, giving notice to the board of war, and alſo to the quar- 
ter-maſter-general or commiſſary-general in whoſe department ſuch re- 
moval or ſuſpenſion ſhall be, of the change; the perſon ſo appointed 
to have the ſame authority and pay which the perſon removed had been 
veſted with and entitled to, or ſuch pay as the ſaid executive powers 
reſpectively ſhall agree for, to be in like manner ſubject to the head of 
the department to which he belongs, and to obſerve all the regulations for 
the government of deputy quarter-maſters and deputy commiſſaries reſ- 
pectively; and that the executive powers of each ſtate be in like man- 
ner requeſted to enquire into the number of perſons employed in the 
quarter-maſter-general's and commiſſary's departments, and immediately 
to diſcharge ſuch as ſhall be judged unneceſſary. 

On which the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Smith, 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Whipple, ay 
| Mr. Peabody, ot 7 
Massaehusetts-Bay, Mr. Gerry, ay 
| Mr. Holten, ay 8 
Rhbode-Island, Mr. Marchant, ay e? 
Mr. Collins, 4 2 
Connecticut, Mr. Sherman, ay 
Mr. Huntington, aL 
Mr. Spencer, ay 
New-York, Mr. Fay, ay 
Mr. Duane, 17 
Mr. Lewis, ay 
Ne- Jersey, Mr. Scudder, 5 | 
| Mr. Fell, day f a 
Mr. Houston, ay 
Fenn gylvania, Mr. Armstrong, Q '} 
Mr. Shippen, ay 4 © 
Mr. Atlee, ay PA 
Mr. Searle, ay I 
Mr. Mc Clene, ay) _ 
Delaware, Mr. M*Fean, ay Say 
Maryland, Mr. Car michael, ay? 
Mr. Henry, — 15 
Virginie, Mr. Smith, no 
Mr. Grifjn, ay d ay 
Mr. Fleming, ar 
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Nortb-Carolina, Mr. Burke, 27 
Mr. Sharpe, oy 
South-Carolina, Mr. Drayton, ay pay 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 
SATURDAY, Wi, 10, 1779. | 

A letter, of the 9th, from P. Wikoff, was read, declining to accept 
the office of clothier-general. 

The board of war, to whom was referred the letter from major-ge. 
neral Gates, in recommendation of captain Bancke, brought in a re. 
port; whereupon, 5 

Resolved, That captain Bancke be informed that although Congreſs 
have a high ſenſe of his merit and are obliged by his offers to ſerve in 
the army of theſe United States, yet they find it impracticable to em. 
ploy him ſuitably to his wiſhes : | 

That in conſideration of the peculiar circumſtances of capt. Bancke's 
caſe, the expenſes he has incurred, and the loſſes by him ſuſtained, the 
ſum of 3000 dollars be paid to him, to enable him to return to Europe; 
and that until a convenient paſſage can be procured by capt. Bancke, 
he proceed to the army under the command of major-general Gates, 
who is authorized to employ him, during his neceſſary ſtay in America, 
in ſuch way as the general ſhall think moſt conducive to the good of the 
ſervice and agreeable to captain Bancke, | 

—— Z — — 


Monpar, July 12, 1779. 


Mr, Forbes, a delegate from Maryland, attended, and took his ſeat, 

Resolved, That on Thurſday next, immediately after reading the 
journal, Congreſs proceed to the election of a clothier-general. 

On a report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Armſtrong, Mr. Nel. 
ſon, Mr. Burke, Mr. Paca and Mr. Morris, to whom was referred an 
extract of a letter from his excellency the governor of N. Carolina, 
to the delegates of the ſaid ſtate, requeſting that the troops of that 
ſtate in the continental line, may be ordered to march to the fouth- 
ward for the defence of South-Carolina, 

Resolved, That the ſeaſon of year renders it dangerous to the lives 
of the men, and that it will in other reſpects be inexpedient to march 
the troops of North-Carolina in the continental line, from the main 
army to the ſouthern-ſtates, but that as ſoon as it can conſiſtently be 
done, Congreſs will cheerfully comply with the requeſt of the ſaid ſtate, 


In the mean time, Congreſs earneſtly recommend it to the ſtate of N. 


Carolina, to afford the army in S. Carolina the reinforcements of which 
they ſtand in need, agreeably to their former recommendation. 
— cc — ¶ | 


TUESDAY, Fuly 13, 1779. 
On a report from the board of war, 1 
Resolved, That capt. M*Lane's company, now attached to the Dela- 
ware regiment, and the diſmounted dragoons belonging to major Lee's 
partizan corps, be formed into a fourth troop and added to the corps: 
this troop to be commanded by capt. M*Lane, and to ſerve on foot: 


t 
el 


| Ys | 


— 
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the numbers of which it is to conſiſt, to be aſcertained, and the reſt of 
the officers thereof ro be appointed by the commander in chief, 

Mr. Witherſpoon and Mr. Atlee, two of the members of the com- 
mittee appointed to go to the N. Hampſhire Grants, laid before Con- 
greſs an account of their proceedings, which was read. 


— > oM__— 
WEDNESDAY, July 14, 1779. 

The hoard of war, to whom was referred the caſe of Harman Baron 
7edwitz, brought in a report ; whereupon, : 

Resolved, That Harman Baron Zedwitz, formerly a lieutenant-co- 
lonel in the ſervice of theſe ſtates, and who, for certain traiterous prac- 
tices, was ſentenced by a court-martial to be confined during the war, 
be nevertheleſs, in confideration of his own unhappy condition, after 
a confinement of near three years, and the conſequent diſtreſs of his 
wife and children, permitted to depart theſe ſtates, together with his 
family, on giving his parole not to bear arms againſt the United States 
or their allies during the war; and that the marine-committee be di- 
reed to provide a paſfage for them in a continental veſſe] to the 
Weſt-Indies, and furniſh neceſſaries for the voyage thither, from 
whence they may return to their friends in Europe. 


THURSDAY, July 15, 1779. 

Mr. Perzifor Frazer was nominated by Mr. McKean for the office 
of clothier-general: 

Congreſs proceeded to the election; and, the ballots being taken, 
Mr, Perzifor Frazer was elected. 

On motion of Mr, M*Clene, ſeconded by Mr. Marchant, 

Resolved, That the marine-committee be, and they hereby are di- 
reed forthwith to cauſe the crews of veſſels captured from the ene- 
my, to be confined on board priſon-ſhips, and ſupplied and treated in. 
all reſpeQs in the ſame manner as the crews of veſſels belonging to 
theſe United States and captured by the enemy, are ſupplicd and treated. 


| Fripar, July 16, 1779. 

The board of war report, 

That they have attended to the letter of col. John Brown, relative 
to col. James Eaſton, referred to them, and upon examining into the 
caſe of col. Eaſton, they find that a charge had been exhibited againſt 
him and col. Brown, then major Brown, by gen. Arnold, for plundering 
the effects of priſoners taken at Sorrel: that on the 26th of April, 
1776, Congreſs reſolved that the commiſſioners from Congreſs in Ca- 
nada, ſhould be inſtructed to cauſe enquiry to be made by a court- 
martial or otherwiſe into the ſaid charge, ſo far as it reſpected colonel 
Eaſton : that on the Iſt of Auguſt, 1776, Congreſs reſolved, that col. 
John Brown ſhould be allowed the rank and pay of a lieutenant-colo- 
nel in the continental army from the 20th day of November, 1775, to 
that time, 

That James Eaſton was entitled to the rank of colonel in the con- 
Unental army from the 1 day of July, 1775, and to the pay of a 
colonel fram that day until he ſhould be diſcharged, which it was de- 


„ 
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clared ought to be done as ſoon as a court of enquiry ſhould report in 
his favour, or a court-martial ſhould determine upon his conduct, ang 
their ſentence be carried into execution: that it ſeems no ſuch enquiry 
or court-martial has ever been, and at this late period, probably neve: 
will be held: that it was the duty of col. Eaſton long ſince to have 
procured ſuch court to ſit, or if that had been found impracticable, to 
have informed Congreſs thereof : that it does not appear he has done 
or attempted to do either, but has contentedly drawn his pay to this 
time ;'” whereupon, 

Resolved, That colonel James Eaſton be diſmiſſed from the ſervice 
of the United States. | 

A letter, of the 14th, from the board of war, was read, encloſing a 
letter of the 26th of June from Samuel Safford, lieutenant-colenel, 
informing, that William Sherman, pay-maſter of colonel Warner's re- 
giment, had offered to reſign, which, as he has not ſettled the accounts 
of the regiment ſince raiſed, and has in his hands a conſiderable ſum 
of money which is its due, the ſaid lieutenant-colonel thinks ought 
not to be admitted until his accounts are ſettled, 


— E222 _— — 
SATURDAY, Fuly 17, 1779. 


A letter, of the 17th, from Ann Conyngham, and a petition from x 
number of the inhabitants of Philadelphia, were read, repreſenting 
that captain Guſtavus Conyngham, now a priſoner with the enemy, 
is cloſely confined and ordered to be ſent to England, and praying 
that meaſures may be taken for the ſecurity of his perſon : 

Ordered, That the ſame be referred to a committee of three : 

The members choſen, Mr. Morris, Mr. Dickinſon and Mr. Whipple, 

The board of war, to whom was referred a petition from Mr. S. de 
Lucena, brought in a report; whereupon, 

Resolved, That Mr. de Lucena has no juſt claim upon the United 
States for a reimburſement of his expenſes incurred in ſearching for 
ſulphur mines, as ſet forth in his petition. | 

On a recommendation and report of the board of war, 

Resolved, That William Wallace be appointed ſecond-lieutenant 
in colonel Harriſon's regiment of artillery, his commiſſion to bear 
date May 1ſt, 1779 ; | 

That John Carſon be appointed ſecond-lieutenant in ditto, his com- 
miſſion to bear date May 2d, 1779: 

That Benjamin Moſely, jun. be appointed ſecond-lieutenant in the 
ſaid regiment, his commiſſion to bear date May 3d, 1779: 

That Alexander Thompſon be appointed ſecond-lieutenant in colo- 
nel Lamb's regiment of artillery, his commiſſion to bear date May $16, 


1779. 


That Henry Savage and Moſes Porter be appointed ſecond-heute- 
nants in colonel Crane's regiment of artillery, their commiſhons to 
bear date April 21ſt, 1779. 

The committee on the treaſury. brought in a report; whereupon, 

Resolved, That 5,000,180 dollars be emitted on the faith of the 
United States, and under the direction of the board of treaſury, 1* 
bills of the following denominations, viz. 
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27,028 bills of 80 dollars each 2,162,240 
27,028 do. 70 do. - 1,891,960 1 
27028 do. 20 do, - 540,560 | i] 
27,028 do. 5 do. - - 135,140 *\f 
27,028 do. 4 do. 108,112 || 
27,028 do. eee : $1,084 1 
27,028 do. 2 do. - 54,056 
27,028 do. 1 do. - - 27,028 
5,000,180 


That the ſaid bills, excepting the numbers, be of the ſame tenor 
and date as thoſe emitted the 7th day of May laſt, and be numbered 
from the laſt number in each reſpective denomination progreſſively. 

Resolved, That the further ſum of 10,000,100 dollars, in bills of 
credit of the United States, be emitted under the direction of the board 
of treaſury, and on the faith of the United States : 

That the bills ſhall, excepting the numbers, be of the ſame tenor 
and date as the emiſſions directed on the 4th of June laſt, and be num- 
bered from the laſt number in each denomination progreſſively, and 
conſiſt of the following denominations, viz. 


45,455 bills of 60 dollars each 2,727,300 
45,455 1 5 2,272,750 
45,455 40 Fo 1,818,200 
45,455 | 30:7: 1,683,630 
45,455 20 ; 909,100 
45,455 8 - — 363800 
45,455 1 . 318,185 
45,455 | 1 e B73 
10,000, 100 


On application of the committee of commerce, 

Resolved, That a commiſhon for a private veſlel of war be granted 
to the ſaid committee of commerce, to be by them granted to ſuch 
perſon as they judge proper, under the ſame conditions as the like com- 
miſſions are granted by the reſpective ſtates. | 

The committee to whom were referred the petition and letter reſ- 
pecting Guſtavus Conyngham, brought in a report; whereupon, 

Resolved, That the following letter from the ſecretary of Congreſs, 
be written to the admiral or other commanding officer of the fleets or 
ſhips of his Britannic majeſty, lying in the harbour of New-York: 

dir, I am directed by the Congreſs of the United States of America 
to inform you, that they have received evidence that Guſtavus Conyng- 
ham, a citizen of America, late commander of an armed veſſel in the 
ſervice of the ſaid ſtates, and taken on board a private armed cutter, 
hath been treated in a manner contrary to the dictates of humanity and 
the practice of Chriſtian civilized nations. I am ordered in the name 
of Congreſs to demand that good and ſufficient reaſons be given for 
this conduct, or that the ſaid Guſtavus Conyngham be immediately re- 
leaſed from his preſent rigorous and ignominious confinement. With 
al due reſpect, I have the honour to be, fir, your moſt obedient and 
| lumble ſervant. 


Von. W : F 2 


a 


- 
— — At 
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Resolved, That unleſs a ſatisfactory anſwer be received to the afore. 
going letter on or before the firſt day of Auguſt next, the marine. com. 
mittee do immediately cauſe to be confined, in cloſe and ſafe cuſtody 
ſuch and ſo many perſons as they may think proper, in order to abi 
the fate of the ſaid Guſtavus Conyngham. 

Ordered, That the above letter be immediately tranſmitted to Ney. 
York by the board of war; and that copies of the ſaid letter and refs. 
lution be delivered to the wife of captain Conyngham and to the pet. 
tioners. 

— CD — 
Movpar, July 19, 1779. 

A memorial from Perſior Frazer was read, declining, on account gf 
the ſalary, to accept the office of clothier-general ; whereupon, 

Ordered, That Congreſs proceed to a new choice, 

— 2 — 
WEDNESDAY, July 21, 1779, x 

The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Huntington, Mr. Lovell and M.. 
Morris, on a memorial of John Gartia Duarti, and the reports thereon, 
brought in a report; whereupon, 

Resolved, That the board of war at Boſton forthwith deliver to the 
ſaid J. G. Duarti, if he ſhall require it, or to his order, all the coin 
now in their hands, and all the goods yet unſold, being parts of the 
cargo of the ſnow ©« Noſtra Sennora del Carmel et Saint Antonio.“ 

On the queſtion to agree to this, the yeas and nays being required 
by Mr. Laurens, 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Peabody, ay Say 
Massachusetts-Bay, ' Mr. Gerry, ay 
Mr. Lovell, 5b 
| Mr. Holten, &y 
Rbode-Island, Mr. Marchant, ay >ay 
Connecticut, Mr. Huntington, ay 
Mr. Spencer, ay & 
New-York, Mr. Fay, ay 
| Mr. Duane, 5 bv 
Mr. Morris, ay 
New-Fersey, Mr. Fell, a 
| J | Mr. Houston, vy oT: 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Mublenberg, ay? 
| Mr, M*{Clene, vy — 
Delaware, Mr. M Kean, ay >ay 
Maryland, Mr. Carmichael, ay 
| Mr. Henry, ay ay 
Mr, Forbes, ay 
North-Carolina, Mr. Burke, ay? .. 
Mr. Sbarpe, we oY 
South-Caroling, Mr. Laurens, 47 2 3 
Mr. Drayton, o7 9 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. | 
Resolved, That authenticated copies of the memorial and ref 
ſentation of the ſaid J. G. Duarti, and all the other papers relate“ 


rept 
td 
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the ſaid ſnow, her cargo, and proceedings had thereon, be tranſmitted 
to his excellency the governor of the ſtate of Virginia, and like copies 
tranſmitted to his excellency the preſident of the ſtate of Pennſylvania 
and to the honorable the council of Maſſachuſetts-Bay ; and that it be 
recommended to the ſaid powers reſpectively to cauſe the moſt ſpeedy and 
eflectual meaſures to be taken, that full reparation and ſatisfactien be 
made and given to the ſaid J. G. Duarti and the owners of the ſaid 
ſnow and cargo, for the injury ſuſtained in the capture and detention 
of the ſaid ſnow by Joſeph Cunningham, late commander of the pri- 
rate armed ſchooner Phœnix, as appears from the papers and exhibits 
atore- mentioned. 

Resolved, That it be further recommended to the ſaid powers, that 
the moſt effectual meaſures be taken, within their reſpective juriſdic- 
tions, for apprehending and bringing to condign puniſhment the ſaid 
joleph Cunningham, Carter Braxton, and any other perſon or perſons 
that may be juſtly deemed guilty of the ſeizing and capture of the ſaid 
J. G. Duarti, with the ſaid ſnow, her crew and cargo, in violation of 
the laws of nations ; to the end, that the good faith and honor of theſe 
United States, the rights of neutrality and laws of nations, may be in- 
riolably maintained and ſupported : 

On the queſtion for inſerting “ Carter Braxton,” which was moved 
by Mr. Gerry and ſeconded by Mr. Laurens, the yeas and nays being 
required by Mr. Griffin, 


New-Hampshire, Mr. Peabody, ay >ay 


assachusetts-Bay, Mr. Gerry, ay 
Mr. Lovell, Gy > ay 
Mr. Holten, ay 
Rbode-Island, Mr. Marchant, ay >ay 
Connecticut, | Mr. Huntington, ay 
Mr. Spencer, azS % 
New-York, Mr. Fay, 4 1 
| Mr. Morris, 4 8 
New-Tersey, Mr. Fell, 21 
| Mr. Houston, ay * 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Mublenberg, ay 
Mr. MeClene, 2 we 
Delaware, Mr. M. Kean, ay Say 
Maryland, Mr. Carmichael, ay 
Mr. Henry, ay >ay 
Mr. Forbes, Gy 
Virginia, Mr. Griffin, no > * 
North-Carolina, Mr. Burke, ” divided 
Mr. Sharpe, Rr 
 South-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, ay 
Mr. Drayton, v4 WY 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 


On the queſtion to agree to the reſolution, the yeas and nays being 
*qured by Mr. Laurens, 


New- Hampsbire, Mr. Whipple, 2 5 a 
Mr. Peabody, ay 
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Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Island, 


Connecticut, 


N. 2. Tor l, 


Neru- Jersey, 
Penngylvania, 
Delaware, 
Maryland, 
Virginia, 
North-Caroline, 


South-Carolina, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. Gerry, 
Mr. Holten, 
Mr. Lovell, 
Mr. 


Marchant, 
Huntington, 


Spencer, 
Jay, 


Duane, 
Morris, 
Fell, 
Houston, 
Mublenberg, 
Me Clene, 
M* Kean, 
Carmichael, 
Henry, 
Forbes, 
Griffin, 
Burke, 
Sharpe, 
Laurens, 


Dray tons 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative, 
— • 7 nM 


THURSDAY, July 22, 
Mr. 1- Hewes, a delegate from North-Carolina; attended, and took 


his ſeat in Congreſs. 


Mr. Edmund Randolph, a delegate from the ſtate of Vi irginia, at. 
tended, and produced the credentials of his appointment, which were 


read, 


After reading the journal of yeſterday, a motion was made by Mr. 
to reconſider the report of yeſterday 
reſpecting the capture of the Pawn « Noſtra Sennora del Carmel « 


Penn, ſeconded by Mr. Fleming, 


Saint Antonio.“ 


On which the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Laurens, 


New- Hampsbhire, 
Massachusetis-Bay, 
Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 


New-York, 


New-TFersey, 


Pennsylvania, 


Is 


Whipple, 


. Peabody, 
Lovell, 


Holten, 
Alarchant, 
Collins, 
Huntington, 
Shencer, 
Jay, 
Duane, 
Morris, 
Lewis, 


Fell, 


Houston, 
Arms tronꝑ, 


Muble nber, 


 MClene, 


1779, 


ay 

ay > ay 
ay 

ay Pay 
Qy 

25 oy 
ay 

ay > ay 
ay 

ay 
It 
ay E 
" 6 
ay N 
ay 

ay > ay 
ay | 
ay * 
2 divided, 
ay 

v2 ay 
qa} 9 


no 

no 
no 
No 5 

no 
nyo 
no 

10 
no 
110 

no 
no £ 
10 
N0 

no 
no 
104 
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Delaware, Mr. Dickinson, no 
Mr. M: Kean, act 
Maryland, Mr. Henry, no 
| Mr. Forbes, 1 
Virginia X Mr. Smith, 3 
Mr. Fleming, ay \ ay 
Mr. Griffin, a; 
Nortb-Carolina, Mr. Penn, ay 
Mr. Hewes, excused divided. 
| | Mr. Sharpe, no 
South-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, 24. BE 


Mr. Drayton, ay 
So it paſſed in the negative. X 
A copy of a letter from captain Barry, and one from captain John 

Young, to their owners, were laid before Congrels, and read: 

Ordered, That they be referred to the delegates of Delaware and 
Maryland, and that they take order thereon, 

A repreſentation of lieutenant-colonel David Brearly, jun. was read, 
ſerting forth, © that the ſtate of N. Jerley, to which he belongs, has 
lately appointed him chief-juſtice of that ſtate, an office important and 
honourable, but not lucrative, and have requeſted him in the ſtrongeſt 
manner to retire from the army and enter upon the duties of that 
otlice : that he is determined to comply with their requelt ; but is ve- 
ry defirous of holding his rank in the army without pay.” 

On motion of Mr. Gerry, ſeconded by Mr, Peabody, 

Resolved, That the deſire of licutenant-colonel David Brearly, jun. 
to hold his rank in the army, after he ſhall have accepted the othce of 
chief-juſtice of the [tate of New-Jerſey, cannot be complied with. 

Whereas great numbers of the privates of the convention troops 
have deſerted, and are daily deferting, and there is great reaton to 
believe they are encouraged thereto by their officers ; = 

Resolved, That the board of war be authorized at their diſcretion, 
to take effectual meaſures to prevent the deſertion of the ſaid troops, 

— 35 — 
Fripar, July 23, 1779. 

On a report from the board of war, 

Resolved, That the reſignation of heutenant Andrew Caldwell, of 
captain Coren's company of laboratory artillery-men, be accepted. 

Whereas in the unſettled ſtate of public affairs, during the conteſt 
with Great-Britain, the neceſſities of the United Colonies or States 
induced their officers in ſundry places, to take poſſeſſion of divers lots 
or pieces of ground in many of the United Colonies now States, and 
barracks, hoſpitals, ſtables, ſtore-houſes and other buildings have been 
erected thereon, ſometimes without the expreſs conſent of the proprie- 
tors of the land, many of whom now either claim exorbitant rents, or 
attempt to ſeize upon and hold or remove the buildings which were fo 
built without the expreſs conſent of the ſaid proprictors, or where 
terms have been agreed on and the times for which the grounds were 
taken are expired, | 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the legiſlatures of the reſpec- 
dive ſtates, to make effectual proviſion by laws for the preſervation of 
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the buildings belonging to the United States within their reſpeRize 
juriſdictions, and for the puniſhment of thoſe who ſhall ſeize upon ot 


injure the ſame : and that in caſes where there are conſiderable build. 


ings which cannot be removed with convenience to the public, the 
proprietors of the ground be obliged to ſuffer the buildings to remain 
thereon, at leaſt during the war, receiving theretor ſuch compenlation 
as (hall be allowed by indifferent and proper perſons duly appointed 
and authorized to appraiſe and value the fame : that all grounds or 
places occupied for the purpoſes of defence, although the property of 
individuals, ſhall remain during the war appropriated (if not before 
that time abandoned by orders of the proper authority,) for the mili. 
tary purpoſes intended by their being poſſeſſed by the troops : and that 
no encroachments ſhall be made on the ſaid grounds or places; but 
the officer commanding at the poſt ſhall remove all ſuch encroach. 
ments on the dependencies of the garriſon, the forts or any out-worky 
thereof, ſo that ſuch extent of ground fhall remain unoccupied for any 
private purpoſe round the forts or garriſons, as the defence of the 
ſame poſts may require; and that compenſation be made to the pro. 
prietors of ſuch grounds in the manner herein before- mentioned: that 
where permanent buildings are ereQed with the conſent of the owner 
of the ground, and no price is agreed on or transfer made thereof, if 
voluntary agreements cannot be made, the appraiſers ſo to be appointed 
as herein before-mentioned, hall value and appraiſe the ground on 
which ſuch building is erected, according to circumſtances, and on re. 
ceipt or tender of the amount of ſuch appraiſement, the ſaid ground 
be veſted in and conſidered as the property of the United States, in 
fee ſimple or otherwiſe, according to the eſtate held therein by the pro. 
prietor or former occupant thereof, | 

And whereas divers perſons become poſſeſſed of the property of the 
United States, either expretsly delivered to their care on public roads 
from an impoſſibility to tranſport the ſame to the place or places of 
deſtination by badneſs of roads, breaking down of teams or other cay- 


ſes, or by finding or taking the ſame : 


Resolved, That it be alſo recommended to the faid legiflatures to 
make proviſion by law, to oblige perſons poſſeſſed of horſes, cattle, 
ſtores, or other property belonging to the United States, to deliver the 
ſame on demand to the proper officer, or in caſe no demand is made, 
to give notice thereof in a limited time to the executive power of the 
ſtate wherein they reſide, or to the neareſt quarter-maſter, commiſſary or 
public agent, and impoſing heavy fines on ſuch who negleQ or refuſe 
ſo to do; and in caſes of felonies committed on the property of the 
United States, that perſons guilty thereof be brought to immediate and 
exemplary puniſhment. 

The board of war having reported a plan for regulating the hide- 
department, Congreſs took the ſame into conlideration ; and thereupon, 

| Resolved, That whenſoever the buſineſs of the hide-department ſhall 
require it in any ſtate, the board of war be authorized and directed to 
2ppoint a proper perſon to be commiſſary of hides therein, removable 
by the ſaid board for miſmanagement, or when by the alteration of 
circumſtances in the particular ſtate no ſuch officer is further neceſſary: 
provided, that when the buſineſs of the department will admit of it, 
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two or more ſtates may, by the ſaid board, be put under the direction 
of one commiſſary: | 

That the board of war draw up inſtructions, from time to time, for 
the direction and government of the commiſſaries of hides in the re(- 
pective ſtates, and they are hereby enjoined to regulate their conduct 
by ſuch inſtructions : 

That it be recommended to the executive powers of the reſpective 
ſtates, in which commiſlaries of hides are thought neceſſary to be ap- 
pointed, to ſuperintend their conduct, and in caſe of delinquency to ſuſ- 
pend the perſon acting in that office, informing Congreſs or the board 
of war thereof, and of the reaſon on which ſuch ſuſpenſion is founded: 

That the clothier-general have the ſuperintendance of the commil- 
ſaries of hides, and that he be allowed a clerk extraordinary to enable 
him to tranſact the buſineſs with the ſaid commiſſaries, who ſhall make 
returns at leaſt quarterly to the clothier-general, and he ſhall draw the 
whole of the returns received from the ſeveral commiſſaries into a ge- 
neral return, and tranſmit the ſame quarterly to the board of war : 

That the clothier-general ſupply monies, from time to time, to the 
commilſaries in the reſpective ſtates, to enable them to perform their 
contracts and pay cheir aſſiſtants and clerks ; and that he be furniſhed 


vith money accordingly by the board of treaſury on eſtimates ſigned 


by the board of war. 

That the reſpective commiſſaries of hides have ſo many aſſiſtants 
and clerks, as in the opinion of the board of war the circumſtances of 
their buſineſs ſhall, from time to time, require : _ 

That the pay of a commiſſary of hides be a ſum not exceeding 300 
dollars per month, one ration a-day, and the value of three rations more, 
as it now is or hereafter ſhall be ſettled for officers in the line, and for- 
age for one horſe : | 

That the pay of an aſſiſlant commiſſary be a ſum not exceeding 140 
dollars per month, one ration a-day, the value of one ration more, as 
above-mentioned, and forage for an horſe. EF 

Resolved, That the pay of a clerk be a ſum not exceeding 100 dol- 
lars per month, one ration a-day, and the value of one ration more as 
aforeſaid, | 

The committee appointed for regulating and retrenching the expen- 


ſes of the departments, brought in a report, which was read: 


Ordered, That 60 copies be printed for the uſe of the members. 
Resolved, That the board of treaſury be authorized to employ and 
agree with a copper-plate printer, on ſuch terms as they ſhall judge 
reaſonable, pn | 

The board of treaſury report, that they have appointed Francis 
Swaine, Henry Epple, Michael Kimmell, Jacob Graff, jun. Chriſtopher 
Baker, David Shaker, jun. Michael Sbubart, Henry Kammerer, James 
Wilſon, Jacob Schreiner and Charles Ciſt, ſigners of bills of credit. 


— > — 
SATURDAY, July 24, 1779. 


On motion of Mr. Peabody, ſeconded by Mr. Laurens, 
Resolved, That ſo much of the reſolution paſſed yeſterday, reſpecting 
the preſervation of the public buildings, &c. as relates to the purchaſe 
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of the ground whereon permanent buildings are erected, be recoyf. 
dered, and that the ſame be referred to a committee of three, 

Congreſs proceeded to the election of a clothier-general ; and, the 
bullots being taken, | 

Mr. James Wilkinſon was ele ed, having been previouily nominz. 
ted by Mr, Henry. | 

— —— Z —ů— 
MenDar, July 26, 1779. 

Mr. C. Harnett, a delcgate of North-Carolina, attended, and tock 
his feat in Congreſs. 

A letter, of the 21ſt, from general Waſhington, was read, encloſing 
his orders of the 10th to general Wayne, for the attack of Stoney-Point, 
orders iſſued by general Wayne July the 15th, and general Wayye', 
letter of the 17th to general Waſhington, giving an account of his 
ſucceſs, and encloſing a liſt of the killed, wounded and 'priſoners, and 
of the ſtores taken : | 

Ordered, That the ſame be referred to the committee of intelligence, 

On motion of Mr. Morris, ſeconded by Mr. Laurens, | 

Resolved unanimously, That the thanks of Congreſs be given to his 
excellency general Waſhington, for the vigilance, wiſdom and mag. 
nanimity, with which he hath conducted the military operations of theſe 
ſtates, and which are among many other ſignal inſtances manifeſted in 
his orders for the late glorious enterprize and ſucceſsful attack on the 
enemy's fortreſs on the banks of Hudton's-river. 

Resolved unanimously, That the thanks ef Congreſs be preſented to 
brigadier-general Wayne, for his brave, prudent and ſoldiery condu& 


in the ſpirited and well- conducted attack of Stoney-Point. 


Resolved unanimously, That Congreſs entertain a proper ſenſe of the 
good conduct of the officers and ſoldiers under the command of briga- 
dier-general Wayne, in the aiſault of the enemy's works at Stoney- 
Point, and highly commend the coolneſs, diſcipline and firm intrepidity 
exhibited on that occaſion. | 

Resolved unanimously, That lieutenant-colonel Fleury and major 
Stewart, who by their fituation in leading the two attacks, had a more 
immediate opportunity of diſtinguiſhing themſelves, have, by their 
perſonal atchievements, exhibited a bright example to their brother 
ſoldiers, and merit in a particular manner the approbation and acknow- 
ledzment of the United States. | 

Resolved unanimously, That Congreſs warmly approve and applaud 
the cool, determined ſpirit with which lieutenant Gibbons and lieute- 
nant Knox led on the forlorn hope, braving danger and death in the 
cauſe of their country. 

Resolved unanimously, That a medal, emblematical of this action, 
be ſtruck : | 

That one of gold be preſented to brigadier-general Wayne, and a 
ſilver one to lieutenant-colonel Fleury and major Stewart reſpectively: 

Resolved unanimously, That brevets of captain be given to lieute- 
nant Gibbons and lieutenant Knox: 

That the brevet of captain be given to Mr. Archer, the bearer of 
the general's letter, and volunteer aid to brigadier-general Wayne: 

That Congreſs approve the promiſes of reward made by brigadier- 


th 
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eneral Wayne, with the concurrence of the commander in chief, to 
the troops under his command : . 

That the value of the military-ſtores taken at Stoney- Point be aſcer- 
tained and divided among the gallant troops by whom it was reduced, 
jn ſuch manner and proportion as the commander in chief ſhall preſcribe. 

| Tus Dar, July 27, 1779. 

Mr. Matthews, one of the delegates from South-Carolina, attended, 
and produced his credentials, 

Mr. Drayton laid before Congreſs farther credentials, which were 
read, | 

The committee, conſiſting of Mr. M Kean, Mr. Drayton and Mr, 
Huntington, to whom was referred an addreſs of the merchants of 
Boſton, brought in a report ; whereupon, | 

Resolved, That the ſenſe expreſſed of the endeavours of Congreſs 
for the general good in the addreſs of the merchants of the town of 


Boſton, is very acceptable, and they may reſt aſſured that Congreſs will 


at all times pay a proper attention to the mercantile, in common with 
the other intereſt of the citizens of theſe United States. 

Resolved That the delegates of the ſtate of Maſſachuſetts-Bay be 
requeſted to communicate the ahove acknowledgment and aſſurance 
on the part of Congreſs to the merchants of Boſton, 

On motion of Mr. Duane, ſeconded by Mr. Gerry, | 
Resolved, That the board of treaſury cauſe the medals, in honou 
of the commander in chief and other officers of the United States, to 
de ſtruck without delay, agreeably to the ſeveral reſolutions of Con- 

greſs on this ſubjeQ. 

On motion of Mr, Matthews, ſeconded by Mr. Laurens, 

Resolved. That brigadier-general Scott be ordered to uſe every 
means in his power to forward the troops under his command to Charleſ- 
town, in South-Carolina, as expeditiouſly as poſſible. | 

A letter, of the 19th, from major-general Heath, was read, deſiring 
to be excuſed from acting as commiſſioner of the board of war. 

— 2 — 


THURSDAY, July 29, 1779. | 


A letter, of the 28th, from captain Baldeſqui, pay-maſter of briga- 


dier count Pulaſki's legion, was read; whereupon, 

Resolved, That the board of treaſury be authorized to cauſe the 
accounts of the ſaid legion, for the reaſon ſet forth in the ſaid letter, 
to be ſettled on ſuch proofs as in the diſcretion of the auditors or com- 
miſſioners of accounts ſhall be judged ſatisfatory. _ 

Congreſs proceeded to the election of two commiſſioners of claims; 
and, the ballots being taken, 

Mr. John Dyer Mercier and Mr. Eleazer MComb were elected. 

On motion by the committee on appeals, 

Resolved, That two members be elected for the ſaid committee, in 
the room of Mr. Ellery and Mr. Paca, who are abſent : 

The members choſen, Mr. Marchant and Mr. Randolph. 

On a report from the board of war, 


Resolved, That lieutenant Admiſon Tannihill, of Rayling's regi- 
Vo1., V. ; G 2 i 
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ment, be appointed a captain in that regiment, his commiſſion to he 


dated the Iſt of April, 1778. 


———— 7 —— 
Fzxrpar, July 30, 1779, 

A letter, of the 27th, from the minitter of France, was read, encho. 
ſing an appointment of ſieur de'Annemours to be vice-conſul in the 
ſtate of Virgina : 

Ordered, "That the ſame be referred to the marine-committee ; an 
that they cauſe the commiſſion of Mr. d' Annemours to be recorded in 
the book by them kept for that purpoſe, and his appointment mad: 
known to all concerned, 

Congreſs proceeded to the conſideration of the reports of the boar 
of treaſury relative to finance ; and thereupon agreed to the following 


Ordinance for establishing a board of treasury, and the proper officers 
for managing the finances of these United States, 


The principal officers of the board ſhall conſiſt of three commiſſion. 
ers not members of Congreſs and two members of Congreſs, any three 
of whom to form a board tor the diſpatch of buſineſs. The commil. 
ſioners ſhall be annually appointed by Congreſs, and continue in office 
until a new election. No member of Congreſs thall continue to ſerve 
as a member of the ſaid board longer than {ix months by virtue of one 
appointment, nor {hall there be more than one member of the ſaid 
board at any time belonging to the fame ſtate,» The board to have a 
ſeal of office, a ſecretary, a clerk and meſſenger : the ſecretary to be 
annually appointed by Congreſs, the clerk and meſſenger by the board, 

That there be the following offices: the auditor-general's, the tres. 
ſurer's, two chambers of accounts, and lix auditors for ſettling claims 
and accounts ariling in the army. | 

That in the auditor's office there be an auditor-general, and aſſiſtant 
annually appointed by Congreſs, and two clerks appointed by the au- 
ditor-general. 

That in the treaſurer's office there be one treaſurer annually appoint 
ed by Congreſs, and one clerk appointed by the treaſurer. 

That each chamber of accounts ſhall conſiſt of three commiſſioners 
and two clerks. 15 | | | 

That the board of treaſury be authorized to diſcharge the auditors 
of the army or any of them whenever they ſhall find it expedient. 

That the commiſſioners and clerks of the chamber of accounts, aud 
auditors for the army, be annually elected by Congreſs ; and that tht 
auditor-general, treaſurer and auditors for the army, be reſpedtively 
accountable tor the conduct of their clerks. 

That apartments be provided for the accommodation of the ſeveril 
offices of the treaſury, in the city or place where Congreſs ſhall bod 
their ſeſſions. 

That the duties of the ſeveral offices be as follows: 

The commiſſioners or board of treaſury to have the general ſuptt- 
intendance of the finances of the United States, and of all officers ei- 
truſted with the reccipt and expenditure or application of the public 
money, bills of exchange or loan-office certificates : to inſpect the tred- 
ſury: to lay before Congreſs eſtimates of the public expenſes, and ne- 
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ceſlary ſupplies: and to call on public officers for information: to car- 
y into effect all acts and reſolutions of Congreſs for emitting bills of 
credit and of exchange, loan-office certificates or other ſecurities, and 
eſtabliſhing lotteries : to depoſit in the proper offices, ſuch bills, certi- 
ſcates and ſecurities when emitted; and all monies ariling from loans, 
taxes and lotteries: to fee that the public accounts are regularly ſtated 
in the auditor's office, and all public debtors brought to account, frauds 
detected, and defaulters punithed : to ſue and proſecute for all debts, 
wrongs and injuries touching the finances or property veſted in Con— 
preſs: to inſtruct in their duty all officers concerned in the finances or 
accounts, and to ſuſpend any of them for negligence or miſdemeanor, 
till the pleaſure of Congreſs can be known: to regiſter and preſerve all 
contracts and ſecurities appertaining to the United States: to grant un- 
der their ſeal of office “ a quietus” to accountants on a final ſettlement : 
where objections are diſcovered againſt the report of the commiſſioners 
or auditors, to rectify their reſpective errors and inſtruct them where 
they are in doubt: to determine on appeals by an accountant from the 
deciſion of any of the auditors or commiſſioners on any charge or vouch- 
er which they may reſpectively reject: to examine into the merits of 
all requiſitions for the advance of money for public ſervices, and report 
thereon to Congreſs : to grant warrants under their ſeal on the trea- 
ſurer for balances of accounts and partial payments, 

On the queſtion to agree to this clauſe, as far as“ pay ments,” the 
yeas and nays being required by Mr, Gerry, who ob je cted to the words 
„for balances of accounts and partial payments,” 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Peabody, ay >ay 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. Gerry, no 
Mr. Lovell, no > no 
Mr. Holten, ay 
Rhode-Island, Mr. Collins, ay ay 
Connecticut, Mr. Spencer, ay Cay 
New-York, Mr. Fay, ay 
Mr. Duane, ay > ay 
| Mr. Lex ots, ay 
Nev- Jersey, Mr. Fell, ave. 
/ wy Mr. Houston, 55 OJ 
Pennsylvania, Mr. M'Clene, no n 
Delaware, Mr. Vandyhe, I Cay 
Maryland, Mr. Carmichgel, ay? 
Mr. Forbes, 25 — 
Virginia, Mr. Smith, ay 
| Mr. Griffin, A 2 
North-Carolina, Mr. Harnett, ay 
Mr. Burke, dy > at 
Mr. Sharpe, ay 
South-Carolina, Mr. Drayton, ay pay 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 
And for ſuch advances as Congreſs ſhall direct to be made for the 
public ſervice ; which being entered in the auditor's office, aud cer 
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tified to be paſſed by him, ſhall be paid. And generally to perform 
all ſuch duties as ſhall be aſſigned them by Congreſs. 

The auditor-general, All accounts and claims againſt the United 
States (except ſuch as are proper to be adjuſted in the field by the 
auditors of the army) ſhall be exhibited to him, and the nature or ti. 
tle and the amount of the claim or account being regiſtered, the {ame 
ſhall be referred by him to one of the chambers of accounts for ſet. 
tlement ; and being accordingly there adjuſted, ſhall be reported tg 
him: he 1s then with his aſſiſtant to examine the nature of the charg. 
es and vouchers, and to reject {uch as appear to him to be improper, 
allowing an appeal from his determination to the board of treaſury, 
when demanded by the accountant. After examination and previous 
to their being entered in the books of the treaſury, he is to preſent the 
accounts to the board of treaſury for their final determination; he 
ſhall dire& the method, not only of ſtating the public books of ac. 
counts of the treaſury (which are to exhibit a comprehenſive view af 
the finances and expenditures of the United States) but of all other 
books of accounts of public offices connected with the treaſury, and 
the manner of their reſpective returns and reports: and through him 
all orders and inſtructions to the chambers of accounts and auditors of 
the army are to be communicated. All warrants on the treaſury or 
loan-offices for iſſuing public money, are to be entered in the auditor's 
office, and certified to be paſſed by him before they {hall be paid, and 
he is forthwith to charge the amount of ſuch warrants to the depart- 
ment or perſon who is accountable. In cafe of his abſence by ſickneſs 
or with leave of the treaſury-board, all the dutics hereby aſhgned to 
him ſhall be executed by the aſſiſtant auditor-geueral, who ſhall alſo 
be the principal accountant in keeping and ſtating the public books at 
the treaſury. 

The treaſurer is to receive and keep the monies of the United States, 
and iſſue them on bills drawn by the preſident of Congreſs or board 
of treaſury. On receiving money, he ſhall give a receipt, and on every 
payment take one to ſerve as his voucher : he is to render his accounts 
quarterly to the auditor-general, for examination by one of the 
chambers of accounts, and being reported to and approved by the au- 
ditor, and preſented by him to the board of treaſury, and no objections 
appearing; to them, a copy ſhall be tranſmitted to Congreſs. All loan- 


_ officers ſhall make monthly returns to him as well as to the board of 


treaſury, of the monies in their hands ariſing from loans, taxes or other 
means; on which returns he ſhall charge ſuch officers in his books: 
when a warrant is drawn on him and he finds it convenient that it 
ſhould he paid out of the money in any loan-office, he ſhall endorſe on 
the warrant an order to the loan-officer, requiring bim to diſcharge it 
accordingly ; but before it is tranſmitted he ſhall produce the endorſe- 
ments to the auditor-general, who ſhall regiſter and certify it to have 
been paſſed by him, and the loan-officer is authorized and directed to 
pay it; and both the auditor-general and the treaſurer are to credit 
the loan-officer with the ſum which he is required to pay by ſuch war- 
rant and order, 

On the queſtion to agree to this clauſe, beginning at“ all loan-offi- 
cers,” the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Gerry, 
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New- Hampshire, Mr. Whipple, ay? 5. 
80 Mr. Pechcy YM I, 
Flassachusetts-Bay, Mr. Gerry, no 
| Mr. Lovell, 4 
| Mr. Holten, ay 
Rhode-Isiand, Mr. Marchant, ay ay 
New-York, Mr. Yay, ay 
Mr. Duane, 5 
Mr. Lewis, ay 
New-Fersey, Mr. Fell, ay 
| Mr. Houston, v7 wad 
enngylvania, Mr. Shippen, ay 
955 Mr. Searle, 4 
| Mr. Aublenberg, ay 
Delaware, Mr. Vandyke, ay Pay 
Maryland, Mr. Carmichael, ayQ _ 
Mr. Forbes, ay 2 
Virginia, b Mr. Smith, ay 
Mr. Fleming, ay > ay 
Mr. Randolph, ”þ 
North-Caroling, Mr. Burke, oye 
1 Mr. Harnett, 4 id 
Soutb-Carolina, Mr. Matthews, ay 
Mr. Drayton, Tm Y 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative, : 

The chambers of accounts, on the referrence of the auditor-general, 
ſhall carefully examine claims and accounts againſt the United States: 
compare the charges with the allowance by Congreſs, and the vouchers 
to ſupport them ; reduce ſuch articles as are overcharged, and reje& 
ſuch as are groundleſs or unjuſt, as well as the vouchers which ſhall 
appear to them incompetent : they ſhall have power to examine wit- 
neſſes, being firſt ſworn or affirmed by them, or one of them, and to 
call for any books or papers in the public offices or in the cuſtody of 
any public officer; when they reduce or reject a charge, or ſet aſide a 
voucher, they ſhall allow the accountant or claimant an appeal to the 
auditor-general if demanded. ; | 

The auditors of the army ſhall reſpectively reſide in the main army, 
or detachment of the army for which they ſhall be appointed by the 
board of treaſury, and not be abſent without leave of the commander 
in chief or commanding-officer, It ſhall be his duty to call to account 
al regimental-officers indebted to the public: to receive the pay-rolls 
and abſtracts of the army from the pay-maſter-general or his deputies, 
who ſhall previouſly examine and certify the ſum due: to ſettle all 
other accounts of the army, excepting thoſe in the dapartments of the 
quarter-maſter, pay-maſter, directors, clothier, barrack-maſter, or com- 
miſſaries of proviſions, priſoners, or military-ſtores ; but when any ar— 
ticles in any of thoſe departments are mixed with charges within the 
immediate duty of the auditor, he ſhall ſettle the whole account not- 


Vithſtanding : he ſhall alſo adjuſt all other accounts which he ſhall be 


n{trufted by the board of treaſury to do. He ſhall preſent the accounte 
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ſettled by him, and the abſtracts with certificates of what is due, to 
the commander in chief or commander of a detachment, having a mili. 
tary-cheſt, who ſhall thereupon, unleſs he have reaſons to the contrary, 
iſſue warrants on the pay-maſter or deputy pay-maſter-general in dif. 
charge thereof. He ſhall make report of all his {ſettlements and tran. 
actions to the auditor-general, at ſuch times and in ſuch forms as ſhall 
be directed by the auditor-general. In all other reſpec's he ſhall ex. 
ecute his duty as preſcribed by a& of Congrels, dated the 6th day of 
February, 1778, and ſuch inſtructions as he ſhall, from time to time, 
receive from the board of treaſury. 
— • 06 — 
Movpar, August 2, 1779. 

The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Huntington, Mr. Laurens, Mr, 
Smith, Mr. G. Morris and Mr. M Kean, to whom was referred a me. 
morial of the miniſter plenipotentiary of France of the 26th of July, 
with ſundry papers relating thereto, with authority to confer with the 
preſident and ſupreme executive council of Pennſylvania, and the mi- 
niſter and conſul of France, and who were directed to prepare and re. 
port a ſtate of racts, together with their opinion of the meaſures proper 
for Congreſs to adopt thereupon, brought in a report; whereupon, 

Resolved, "That the miniſter of France be aſſured that Congreſs will, 


at all times afford every countenance and protection to the conſuls and 


other ſervants of his moſt Chriſtian majeſty, within the powers and 
authorities to them delegated by their conſtituents : | 

That the ſeveral appointments of conluls made and which may 
hereaſter be made and approved by Congreſs, be duly regiſtered in the 
ſecretary's office, and properly notified by the preſident to the executive 
authorities of the reſpective ſtates, in whole port ſuch conſuls may reſide. 

That the meaſures taken by Mr. Holker to procure flour for the 
fleet of his moſt Chriſtian majeſty in the way of commerce, have, from 
time to time, been made known unto, and been fully approved by 


| Congreſs : that the ſeveral proceedings and publications complained 


of by the miniſter on that ſubjeR, are very injurious to the ſervants of 
his ſaid majeſty, and that Congreſs do highly diſapprove of the ſame: 

That the preſident and ſupreme executive council of Pennſylvania 
he informed, that any proſecutions which it may be expedient to di- 
rect, for ſuch matters and things in the ſaid publications or tranſac- 
tions as may be againſt the laws of nations, ſhall be carried on at the 
expenſe of the United States : 

That the miniſter of France be informed, that the preſident and ſu- 
preme executive council of Pennſylvania have t ken proper meaſures 
to reſtore the flour taken from the agents of Mr. Holker. 

. — 822 
Tos Dar, August 3, 1779. 
Whereas Thomas White, of Kent county, in the ſtate of Delaware, 


veoman, was arreſted by brigadier-general Smallwood, in purſuance of 


an order of Congreſs of the 26th day of March, 1778, and afterwards 
on the 27th day of May in the ſame year, was permitted to remain 4 
his own houſe on parole : 

On motion of the delegates of Delaware, ; 
Resolved, That the ſaid Thomas White be diſcharged from his pa- 


role. 
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WEDNESDAY, August 4, 1779. 

The committee, conſiſting of Mr. MKean, Mr. Armſtrong, Mr. 
Lewis, to whom was referred a memorial of the miniſter plenipotentia- 
ry of France, relative to the ſhip Mary and Elizabeth's cargo, brought 
in a report, which was read ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That Congreſs do not entertain any ſuſpicion that Mr. 
Volker, agent of the marine of his moſt Chriſtian majeſty, had any 
participation in, or knowledge of the ſhipping of proviſions on private 
account on board veſſels diſpatched in the name of his moſt Chriſtian 
majeſty. 

Reratoed, That frauds by maſters and ſhippers are offences againſt 
the municipal laws, and are to be inveſtigated by the magiſtrates of 
the ſtates re ſpectively. 

Ordered, That Mr. Henry have leave of abſence. - 

——— 2 — — 
THURSDAY, August 5, 1779. | 

Mr. Scudder, a delegate of New-Jerley, attended, and took his 


| feat in Congreſs. 


— > — 
FRripar, August 6, 1779. | 

The board of treaſury having prepared a table for the payment of 
intereſt, agreeable to the reſolve of Congreſs of June the 29th, 1779, 
ſubmitted the ſame to Congreſs for approbation : 

The board of treaſury report, that they have appointed John Levi- 
nus Clarkſon, William Ramſay, and Patrick Ferril, ſigners of bills of 
credit, 

The board of treaſury, to whom was re-committed their repart reſ- 
pecting an allowance for the commiſſioners in Europe, brought in a 
report ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That an allowance of 11,428 livres tournois per annum, 
de made to the ſeveral commiſſioners of the United States in Europe 
for their ſervices, beſides their reaſonable expenſes reſpeCtively : 

That the ſalary, as well as the expenſes, be computed from the time 
of their leaving their places of abode to enter on the duties of their 
offices, to be continued three months after notice of their recal, to 
enable them to return to their families reſpectively: | 

That the ſeveral commiſſioners, commercial agents and others in 
Europe, entruſted with public money, be directed to tranſmit, with- 
out delay“, their accounts and vouchers, and alfo triplicate copies of 


the ſame to the board of treaſury of theſe United States in order for 
ſettlement, 


— —__—_ 


* — 


For inſerting the words © without delay,” which were moved by 
Mr, Marchant and ſeconded by Mr. Laurens ; the yeas and nays being 
required by Mr, Laurens, 

New- Hampshire, Mr. Peabody, ay >ay 


Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. Gerry, ay 
Mr. Lovell, no g ay 
Mr. Holten, ay 
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Resolved, That a ſuitable perſon be appointed by Congreſs to ex4. 
mine the ſaid accounts in Europe, and certify his opinion thereon pre. 
vious to their being tran{mitted : | 

That the board of treaſury be directed to report for Mr. Deane , 
reaſonable allowance, for his time and expenſes from the expiration of 
three months after the notice of his recal to the preſent time, 

A motion was made by Mr. Huntington, ſeconded by Mr. Fell, 

That the hon. Silas Deane, Eſq; late one of the commiſſioners at 
the court of Verſailles, and political and commercial agent, be excy. 
ſed from any further attendance on Congreſs, in order that he may ſet. 
tle his accounts without delay, agreeable to the foregoing reſolution, 

A motion was made by Mr. Marchant, ſeconded by Mr. M*Kean, 
to amend the motion by ſtriking out the words “ in order,” &c. to the 
end : 

Queſtion, ſhall thoſe words ſtand ? 

Paſſed in the negative. 

A motion was made by Mr. Smith, ſeconded by Mr, Holten, to 


amend farther by ſtriking out © excuſed,” and in lieu thereof inſert. 


ing “ diſcharged :” 
Queſtion put, reſolved in the affirmative. 


Rhode-Island, Mr. Marchant, ay 


ay 
Connecticut, Mr. Huntington, ay 25 
New-York, Mr. Fay, ay 
Mr. Lewis, 21 WY 
New- Fersey, Mr. Scudder, ay} 
Mr. Fell, a” 
Mr. Houston, ay 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, ay 
Mr. Atlee, ay 
Mr. Searle, no Say 
Mr. Mublenberg, no 
Mr. McClene, ay 
Delaware, Mr. Dickinson, ay 
Mr. Vandyke, 5 bo 
Mr. M+*Kean, ay 
Maryland, ' Mr. Carmichael, ay | 
| Mr. Forbes, 25 2 
Virginia, Mr. Smitb, ay 
Mr. Fleming, ay > ay 
Mr. Randolph, ay 
North-Carolina, Mr. Penn, ay 
| Mr. Harnett, ay > ay 
Mr. Sharpe, ay 
South-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, ay 5 A 
Mr. Drayton, ay od 


Jo it was reſolved in the affirmative. 


na 
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On the queſtion to agree to the motion as amended, the yeas and 


nays being required by Mr. Jay, 


New- Hanpebire, Mr. Whipple, op? , 
Mr. Peabody, ay 7 


Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. Gerry, ay 
Mr. Lovell, ay d ay 
Mr. Holten, ay 
Nhode-Island, Mr. Marchant, ay >ay 
Connecticut, Mr. Huntington, ay 
Mr. Spencer, ay 8 
New-York, Mr. Fay, no 
| Mr. Duane, no > no 
Mr. Lewis, I 
New-Tersey, Mr. Scudder, ay 
Mr. Fell, a” 
Mr. Houston, ay 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, ay 
| Mr. Shippen, ay 
Mr. Atlee, ay a 
Mr. Searle, ay 
Mr. MA'*Clene, ay 
Delaware, Mr. Dickinson, no 
| | Mr. Vandyke, no >no 
| Mr. M. Kean, ay 
Maryland, Mr. Carmichael, = _ b 
Mr. Forbes, no 
Virginia, Mr. Smith, = 5 | 
Mr. Fleming, no 
North-Carolina, Mr. Penn, no 
Mr. Harnett, a” 
Mr. Sharpe, ay 
Soutb-Carolina, Mr. Drayton, no >no 


So it was reſolved, that the hon. Silas Deane, Eſq; late one of the 
commiſſioners at the court of Verſailles and political and commercial 
agent, be diſcharged from any further attendance on Congreſs, 

— [ > — 
SATURDAY, Angust 7, 1779. | 

A letter, of the 6th, from the Rev. Henry Miller, chaplain to the 
Germans in the army of the United States, was read, requeſting leave 
to reſign: 

Resolved, That his reſignation be accepted. | 

The board of war, to whom was referred a letter from capt. Colombe, 
requeſting the rank of major, having reported ſpecially thereon : 

Congreſs took their report into conſideration : and, thereupon, 

Resolved, That the requeſt of captain Colombe be not granted. 

— > — 
TUESDAY, August 10, 1779. 

A letter, of the 20th, continued to the 22d of July laſt, from W. 

Bingham, was read. 


On motion of Mr, Matthews, ſeconded by Mr. Laurens, 
Vox. V. Fi $ | 


a 
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Carolina, if the ſtate of his health will permit, until he ſhall reccie 
farther directions from Congreſs. 

Ordered, That a copy of the intelligence contained in Mr, Bios. 
ham's letter, be tranſmitted to the commander in chiet. 

On motion of Mr. Gerry, ſeconded by Mr. Dickinſon, 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to prepare ain 
cular letter to the ſeveral ſtates, and that they be inſtructed to rey 
ſpecially what part of the late communications of the miniſter g 
France and of the intelligence contained in Mr, Bingham's lette, 
they ſhall judge proper to be communicated to the ſeveral ſtates, 


—_ 
WEDNESDAY, August 11, 1779. 


On wo tion of Mr. Laurens, ſeconded by Mr. Marchant, 

Resolved, That theſe United States will reimburſe to the ſtate of 
S. Carolina, ſuch ſums of money as that ſtate may advance for import 
ing ſuch military-ſtores as ſhall be deemed immediately neceſſary by 
the commanding-officer of the continental troops in the fouthern-de. 
partment, for the defence of the ſaid department. 

Congreſs took into coniideration the report of the committee, con- 
fiſting of Mr. Duane, Mr. Smith, Mr. Morris, Mr. Laurens and Mr, 
Drayton, to whom was referred a memorial from the officers of th: 
licht-dragoons, and who were inſtructed to report on a farther pro. 
ſion for the officers of the army, and a part of the report having been 
{truck out, viz. | 

« That all military-officers commiſſioned by Congreſs, who are or 
ſhall be in the ſervice of the United States, and ſhall continue therein 
during the war, ſhall after the concluſion thereof receive annually du- 
ring their natural lives half of their pay.“ 

A motion was made by Mr. Burke, ſeconded by Mr, M*Kean, 

To amend the report by inſerting in the room of the words ſtruck 
out, as follows : 

That the half-pay provided by the reſolution of the 15th of Mar, 
1778, be extended to continue for life; and that the holding of a ci 
vil office under the United States or any of them, {hall be no bar t 
prevent any officer from receiving the ſame.” 

\When the queltion was about to be put, a diviſion was called for; 
and, on the queltion to agree to the firſt clauſe of the amendment, tit 
yeas and nays being required by Mr, Carmichael, 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Peabody, no no 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. Gerry, no 
Mr. Lovell, no >no 
Mr. Holten, no 
Rbode-Island, Mr. Marchant, = 55 
Mr. Collins, no 
Connecticut, Mr. Huntington, 21 5 
Mr. Spencer, 0 
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New-Tork, Mr. Jay, 4 
Mr. Duane, ay > ay 
Mr. Lewis, ay 
New-Jersey, Mr. Scudder, 2 
Mr. Fell, ay ay 
Mr. Honston, 10 
Fenngylvanid, Mr. Armstrong, ay 
Mr. Atlee, | & 
Mr. Searle, ay 2 
Mr. Hiynboop, ay 
Delaware, Mr. M Kean, ay ay 
Maryland, . Mr. Car michael, we f 
Mr. Forbes, ay * 
Virginia, Mr. Smith, ay 
Mr. Fleming, a0 
Mr. Randolph, ay 
North-Carolinay Mr. Harnett, ay 
Mr. Hewes, a7 
Mr. Sharpe, ay 
South-Carolina, Mr. Matthews, ay Pay 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 


— 9 
THURSDAY, August 12, 1779, 

The marine- committee, to whom was referred the petition of Fran— 
cis chevalier de la Nos, Jules Anne le Moine, chevalier de Neufielle, 
Kc. report, „That they have examined into the matter complained 
of in the ſaid memorial, and find the facts therein ſet forth to be rru- 
ly ſtated:“ whereupon Congrels came to the following reſolution ; 

Whereas Francis chevalier de la Nos, Jules Anne le Moine, cheva— 
lier de Neufielle, Julien Bouchand, and Joſeph Jacob du Tetre, ſub- 
jects of his moſt Chriſtian majeſty, have by due courſe of law recover- 
ed judgment againſt John Douglaſs, late commander of the privateer 
ſchooner called the Hunter, by commiſhon under Congreſs, for the 
ſum of C. 9780 for injuries they had ſuſtained from the ſaid John 
Douglaſs, while acting under pretext of his ſaid commiſſion, in feiz- 
ing and taking the ſaid Francis chevalier de la Nos, Jules Anne le 
Moine, chevalier de Neufielle, Julien Bouchand, and Joſeph Jacob 
du Tetre, their veſſel and cargo; and that ſince the ſaid judgment 
was obtained, the ſaid John Douglaſs hath abſconded out of the ſtate 
of Pennſylvania and eluded the ſaid judgment, and prevented redrefs 
for the {aid injuries committed; there fore, 

Resolved, That the bond given at the time the ſaid John Douglaſs 
obtained his {aid commiſſion be put in ſuit, and that his ſaid commil- 
lon be vacated and made void; and alſo that the faid John Douglaſs 
be not admitted to hold any commiſſion under the United States, on 
board any ſhip or veſſel of war, until ſuch time as he fhall ſurrender 
himſelf and abide the ſaid judgment againſt him, or procure the ſame 
to be reverſed or ſet aſide by due courſe of law. 

Mr. Root, a delegate from Connecticut, attended, and took his ſeat 
in Congreſs. 


Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of the report of the committee 
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on a farther allowance for the officers of the army; and farther amend. 
ments being moved : 

Ordered, That the report with the amendments, be referred to; 
committee of five : | | 

The members choſen, Mr, Gerry, Mr. Duane, Mr. Smith, M.. 
Root and Mr. Burke, | 

SATURDAY, August 14 1779. 

On motion of Mr. Marchant, | 

Resolved, That a member be appointed for the committee of ap- 

als, in the room of Mr. Henry, who 1s abſent : | 

The member choſen, Mr. Root. 

The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Dickinſon, Mr. Morris, Mr. Ger. 
ry, appointed to prepare a letter to the ſeveral ſtates, brought in x 
draught, which was agreed to as follows : 

SIR, | 

Congreſs have deemed it highly neceſſary to inform you that the 
enemy have exerted themſelves to ſend out a very conſiderable rein. 
forcement to their army now in America. Seven thouſand were def. 
tined hither from Europe and 3000 from the Weſt-Indies. The ope- 
rations in the place laſt mentioned may perhaps prevent the arrival of 
thoſe troops; but there is no ſolid reaſon to expect that the European 
reinforcement will not arrive. It is proper you ſhould be informed 
that our allies were much concerned to find, that preparations were 
not earlier made for a vigorous campaign. The exertions of America 


are neceſſary to obtain the great objects of the alliance, her liberty, 


ſovereignty and independence. The barbarities already exhibited by 
the enemy and their avowed determinations to give a {til] greater ſcope 
to their ravages, are additional motives to our endeavours. Congrels 
are fully convinced, therefore, that you will comply with their earnelt 
wiſhes to prepare for the moſt immediate and molt vigorous operations, 
particularly by filling up your battalions and having the militia of your 
ſtate ready to march at the ſhorteſt warning. It 1s highly probable 
that circumſtances may ſoon call them forth to operate offentively; 
and it is hoped and expected with ſuch energy and effect as to free 
theſe ſtates from their hoſtile invaders. | | 
A letter, of the 15th, from the board of war, was read ; whereupon, 
Resolved, That the honourable the ſupreme executive council of 
Pennſylvania, be requeſted to call into ſervice 200 of the militia of 
that ſtate properly officered, to be ſtationed at Sunbury, on the Sul 
quchannah, for guarding the public ſtores, keeping open the commu- 


nication by that river, furniſhing eſcorts for ſtores and proviſions, and 


protecting the frontiers of the ſaid ſtate againſt the ravages of the ene. 
my during the preſent appearances of danger, till the further deter: 
mination of Congreſs. | | 

The board of treaſury report, that they have appointed Joſep 
Nourſe, Eſq; a ſigner of the bills of credit of the United States. 

— 662 
Mopar, August 16, 1779, 

The board of treaſury having reported „ a table of the firſt year 
intereſt to be paid on momies which have been placed in the ſeveral con- 
anental loan-offices, between the Iſt of March and the Iſt of Septem- 


5 


9 


end. 


to 2 
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ver, 1778, calculated for each day on which the money may have 
been lent, in purſuance of a reſolution of Congreſs of the 29th of 
June, 1779,” 

On motion of Mr. Morris, ſeconded by Mr. Holten, 

Resolved, That the board of treaſury be directed and empowered to 
take meaſures, from time to time, to carry into effect the reſolution of 
Congreſs of the 29th of June laſt, for regulating the intereſt payable 
on the public loans. 

On motion of Gerry, ſeconded hy Mr. Holten, 

Resolved, "That “ the table of the firſt year's intereſt,” &c. reported 


by the board of treaſury, be recommitted, and that they take order 


thereon. | 

A letter, of the 12th, from the board of war, was read ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That the clothier-general eſtimate the value of the ſeve- 
ral articles of ſoldiers clothing at the prices they were reſpectively 
worth at the end of the year 1778, and forthwith tranſmit ſuch eſti- 
mates to the pay-maſters of the ſeveral regiments, who ſhall be fur- 
niſhed out of the military-cheſt with monies to pay the ſoldiers for all 
deficiencies of clothing, at the eſtimated prices of every article as fixed 
by the clothier-general, who ſhall henceforward tranſmit like eſtimates 
before the cloſe of every year during the war, ſo that the ſoldiers be 
paid by the regimental pay-maſter according to ſuch eſtimates annu- 
ally, and previous to their diſcharge when the {ſame happens before 
the end of the year, ſor all articles of clothing allowed them by the 
reſolution of Congreſs of the 6th of September, 1777, which they have 
not received and which are or ſhall be due to them after the year lat 
mentioned. | 

— 22 — 
TUESDAY, August 17, 1779. | 

Ordered, That two members be added to the committee for ſuper- 
intending the departments of the quarter-maſter and commilſfary-gene- 
ral : 

The members choſen, Mr. Root and Mr. Scudder. 

Ordered, That Mr. Penn have leave of abſence. 

Resolved, That three members be added to the marine-commitrtee, 
in the room of members abſent, or who have leave of abſence : 

The members choſen, for Mafachuſetts-Bay, Mr. Holten in the 
room of Mr; S. Adams; for Maryland, Mr. Forbes in the room of 
Henry ; and for North-Carolina, Mr. Hewes in the room of Mr. 

enn. 

On a report from the board of war, to whom was referred the memo- 
rial of captain de Luce: 

Reselxed, That Congreſs entertain a very favourable opinion of the 
merit and ſervices of captain de Luce, but in conſequence of arrange- 
ments lately eſtabliſhed, they cannot comply with his requeſt, that they 
would grant him the brevet of major. 

Resolved, That the ſum of 1500 dollars be paid to captain de Luce, 
to defray the expenſes of his voyage to France, whither he propoles to 
return. 

Congreſs proceeded to the conſideration of the report of the com- 
mittee, conſiſting of Mr. Gerry, Mr. Duane, Mr. Smith, Mr. Root 
and Mr. Burke, to whom was referred the report of the committee on 
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x farther proviſion for the army; and thereupon came to the follow. in the 
ing reſolutions: the att 
Resolved, That the conſideration of that part of the report for ex. On 
tending the half-pay be poſtponed. ing req 
Whereas the army of the United States of America have by their 
patriotiſm, valour and perſeverance, in the defence of the rights and 
liberties of their country, become entitled to the gratitude as well as 
the approbation of their fellow citizens: 
Resolved, That it be, and it is hereby recommended to the ſeveral 
ſtates that have not already adopted meaſures for that purpoſe, to 
make ſuch further proviſion for the officers and for the ſoldiers enliſted 
for the war, to them reſpectively belonging, who ſhall continue in 
ſervice till the eſtabliſhment of peace, as ſhall be an adequate compen- 
ſation for the many dangers, loſſes and hardſhips they have ſuffered 
and been expoſed to in the courſe of the preſent conteſt, either by 
granting to their officers half-pay for life, and proper rewards to their 
ſoldiers ; or in ſuch other manner as may appear moſt expedient to the 
legiſlatures of the ſeveral ſtates : 
On the queſtion to agree to this propoſition, the yeas and nays be- 
ing required by Mr. Smith, 
New-Huampsbire, Mr. Whipple, ay 
Mr. Peabody, 4 2 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. Gerry, ay 
Mr. Holten, 4 
Nhode-Asland, Mr. Marchant, ay? 
Mr. Collins, v7 2 
Connecticut, Mr. Huntington, ay | 
Mr. Spencer, a” 
Mr. Root, ay 
New-York, Mr. Lewis, ay | 
| Mr. Morris, v4 2 
New- Jersey, Mr. Scudder, ay So it 
Mr. Houston, 4 2 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, ay 
. Mr. Atlee, ay | Reso 
Mr. Searle, ay Say South-( 
Mr. Mublenberg, ey from a 
Mr. Wynkoop, ay The 
Maryland, Mr. Carmichael, ay? „,; Cong 
| Mr. Forbes, 2 divided. alowar 
Virginia, Mr. Smith, no Mr. M 
Mr. Fleming, 258 s That 
Nortb-Carolina, Mr. Penn, no during 
Mr. Harnett, no & no On v 
3 Mr. Hewes, no 
outh-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, "+ OY 
Mr. Matthews, 21 eue, 


Resolved, That it be, and hereby is recommended to the ſeveral 
ſtates to make ſuch proviſion for the widows of ſuch of their officers, 
and ſuch of their ſoldiers enliſted for the war, as have died or may dic 
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ia the ſervice, as ſhall ſecure to them the ſweets of that liberty for 
the attainment of which their buſbands had nobly laid down their lives: 
On the queſtion to agree to this propolition, the yeas and nays be- 


ing required by Mr. Smith, 
New- Hampshire, 


Massachusetts-Bay, 
Rhode-Island, 


Connecticut, 


New-York, 
New-Fersey, 


Pennsylvania, 


Maryland, 
Virginia, 


North-Carolina, 


South-Carolina, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr, 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Whipple, ay 
Peabody, A 
Gerry, 

Holten, 58 
Marcbant, 

Collins, =} oY 
Huntington, 

Spencer, 

Root, 5 
Morris, 

Lewis, 


oy 


Mr. Scudder, 


Mr. 
Mr, 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr, 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Houston, 2; 2 


Armstrong, 
Atlee, 
Searle, 5 ay 


Mublenberg, 
Wynkoop, 
Carmichael, 
Forbes, 
Smith, 
Fleming, 


2 
nog 
Penn, 2y 
Hewes, 5 
ay 
ws 


divided. 


Sharpe, 
Laurens, 


Matthews, divided. 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 
— 2 —— 
WEDNESDAY, August 18, 1779. 
Resolved, That a member be added to the marine- committee for 
South-Carolina, in the room of Mr. Drayton, who defires to be excuſed 


from attending: 


The member choſen, Mr. Matthews. 

Congreſs proceeded to the conſideration of the report for a further 
allowance to the officers of the army; when a motion was made by 
Mr. Matthews, ſeconded by Mr. Carmichael, 

That the clauſe in the report for extending the half-pay to continue 
during life, which was poſtponed, be now taken up and conſidered. 

On which the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Forbes, 


New- Hampshire, 


Massacbusetts-Bay, 


Mr. Whipple, no 
Mr. Peabody, 225 wy 
Mr. Gerry, no 
Mr. Lovell, no d no 
Mr. Holten, no 
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Rhode-Tsland, Mr. Collins, no no 
Connecticut, Mr. Huntington, no 
Mr. Spencer, no >no 
Mr. Root, no 
New-York, Mr. Morris, m7. 
Mr. Lewis, — divided. 
New-Jerscy, Mr. Scudder, a 
| Mr. Houston, no 9 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, ay 
| Mr. Atlee, no 
Mr. Searle, No >1n8 


Mr. Mublenberg, ay 
Mr. Wynkoop, no 


Delaware, Mr. Dickinson, no no 
Maryland, Mr. Carmichael, ay? 
Mr. Forbes, 4 
Virginia, Mr. Smith, wy 5 
Mr. Fleming, ay 
North-Carolina, Mr. Harnett, ay 
Mr. Hewes, 4 * 


South -Carolina, Mr. Laurens, nod ged. 
Mr. Matthews, 75 N 

So it paſſed in the negative. + je 

Resolved, That until the further order of Congreſs, the ſaid officery 
be entitled to receive monthly for their ſubſiſtence-money, the ſums 
following, to wit, each colonel and brigade chaplain 500 dollars, every 
heutenant-colonel 400 dollars, every major and regimental ſurgeon 
300 dollars, every captain 200 dollars, every lieutenant, enſign and 
furgeon's-mate 100 dollars. 

Resolved, That until the further order of Congreſs the ſum of 10 
dollars be paid to every non-commiſſioned officer and ſoldier monthly 
for their ſubſiſtence, in lieu of thoſe articles of food originally intended 
for them and not furniſhed, | | 

Resolved, That the remainder of the report be referred to a com- 
mittee of five: | 

The members choſen, Mr. Gerry, Mr. Matthews, Mr. Forbes, Mr. 
Smith and Mr. Root. | 

—————_> CC —— ů — 
THURSDAY, August 19, 1779. 

The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Henry, Mr. Houſton, Mr. Hun- 
tington, to whom was referred the letter of July the 6th, from J. Bea- 
ty, commiſſary-general of priſoners, brought in a report; whereupon, 

Resolved, That the pay and ſubſiſtence of a colonel in the line be 
allowed to the commiſſary- general of priſoners : | 

. Resolved, That he be entitled to draw yearly from the ſtores of the 
clothier-general a full ſuit of clothes, on the ſame terms as officers of 
the line receive the clothing furniſhed, purſuant to the reſolution of 
Congreſs, November the 26th, 1777, | 

— cc — — 
Fufbar, August 20, 1779. 

Mr. George Patridge, a delegate for the ſtate of Maſſachuſetts- Bay: 
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attended, and produced the credentials of his appointment, which were 
read. 
— > — 
SATURDAY, August 21, 1779. 

A letter, of this day, from the honourable ſieur Gerard, miniſter 
plenipotentiary of France, was read. 

On motion of Mr, Gerry, ſeconded by Mr. Laurens, 

Resolved, That the requeſt of the miniſter of France be complied 
with; that his letter be referred to the committee for ſuperintending 
the departments of the quarter-maſter and commiſſary-general ;z and 
that the committee be directed to take. the neceſſary meaſures for this 


- purpoſe, and inform Congreſs thereof. 


The committee, conliiting of Mr. Randolph, Mr. Huntington, Mr. 


Matthews, to whom was referred the report of the board of war on 


the letter from major-general Phillips, report as their opinion, © that 
is the impriſonment of lieutenant-governor Hamilton was the act of 
the executive power of the ſtate of Virginia, to whom it properly be- 
longed to decide on the treatment ſuitable to his conduct: and as the 
American priſoners of war in New-York have hitherto been denied the 
liberty of communicating to any public budy within the United States 
the ſeverities exerciſed upon them, Congreſs ought not to indulge ma- 
jor-general Phillips with forwarding his letters and papers reſpecting 


the ſaid Hamilton : 


Resolved, That Congreſs agree to the report of the committee. 

Resolved, That the preſident ſignify to general Waſhington the ſenſe 
of Congreſs, that he refuſe his aſſent to the requeſt of major-general 
Phillips, that two officers of the convention troops be allowed to go in- 
to Canada, | | 

Resolved, That the board of war be directed to ſignify to the officer 
commanding the guard of the convention troops, that he do not here- 
after ſuffer any of the officers of thoſe troops to remove from the place 
or places aſſigned for their reſidence in Virginia, without permiſſion 
rſt obtained from the board or the commander in chief. 

The committee, conliſting of Mr. Matthews, Mr. Forbes and Mr. 
Root, to whom was recommitted their report on the reſolution of the 
ſupreme executive council of Pennſylvania, relative to an embargo, 
brought in a report, which was read ; whereupon Congreſs came to the 
following reſolution : | | 

Resolved, That it be recommended to ſuch of the ſtates as have em- 
bargoes exiſting in them, reſpectively to continue ſuch embargoes until 
the firſt day of January next, and if ſuch embargoes do not compre- 
bend the whole of the following articles, viz. wheat, flour, rye, Indian 
corn, rice, bread, beef, york, bacon and live-ſtock, to extend their em- 
dargoes reſpectively to the aforeſaid articles, and alſo to all other kind 
of proviſions not herein enumerated ; and to ſuch other of the ſtates 
as have not embargoes in exiſtence, to take the moſt effetual and im- 
mediate meaſures to lay on embargoes for the purpoſes before men- 
tioned, 

When the queſtion was about to be put on the firſt part of the reſo- 
lution, as far as © enumerated,” incluſive, the previous queſtion was 


Vor. V. 12 
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moved by Mr. Armſtrong, ſeconded by Mr. Sharpe, that the queſtion 
be not now put. 


On which the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Armſtrong, 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Whipple, no no 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. Gerry, no 
Mr. Holten, no > no 
Mr. Patridge, a: 
Rhode-Tsland, Mr. Marchant, no n 
Connecticut, Mr. Huntington, 5 
Mr. Spencer, no > ne 
Mr. Root, no 
New-FJersey, Mr. Scudder, 21 x 
Mr. Houston, ay 9 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, vt a 
Mr. Shrppen, ay J 
Maryland Mr. Carmichael, a 2 
| : Mr. Forbes, 2 dae. 
Virginia, Mr. Smith, 2 4 
| Mr. Fleming, no 
North-Carolina, Mr. Harnett, 15 8 4 "Jed 
Mr. Sharpe, 3 
South - Carolina, Mr. Laurens, no 
Mr. Matthews, * ws 


So it paſſed in the negative, and the main queſtion was therenpoy 

put, and reſolved in the affirmative, 
: — 22 
| Moxpar, August 23, 1779. 

On motion of Mr. Gerry, ſeconded by Mr. Morris, 

Resolved unanimously, That a committee, conſiſting of one member 
from each ſtate, be appointed to congratulate the miniſter of France 
on the anniverſary of the birth of his moſt Chriſtian majeſty, and to aſ- 
ſure him, that the pleaſure which we feel, on this ien r. can be eſti- 
mated by thoſe only who have a juſt ſenſe of the extenſive bleſſings which 
many nations have already derived from his wiſdom, juſtice and magna- 
nimity, and of the proſpect of general happineſs to mankind throvgh the 
influence of his majeſty's virtuous exertions and glorious example: 

The members choſen, Mr. Scudder, Mr. Whipple, Mr. Marchant, 
Mr. Gerry, Mr. Morris, Mr. Armſtrong, Mr, Paca, Mr. Smith, Mr. 
Laurens, Mr. Harnett, Mr. Dickinſon and Mr. Huntington. 

On motion of Mr. Smith, ſeconded by Mr. Lovell, 

Grdered, That major Noirmont de Laneuville be allowed the pay 
and ſubſiſtence of a major, while he ſhall continue a volunteer with 
the army. 

Mr. Scudder reported, that the committee appointed to congratulate 
the miniſter of France on the anniverſary of the birth of his moſt 
Chriſtian majeſty, had obeyed the order of the houſe, and delivered to 
the miniſter a copy of the reſolution of Congreſs, to which they re- 
ceived the following anſwer, viz. 

Gentlemen, 
The manner in which Congreſs have been pleaſed to expreſs the! 
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fentiments on the anniverſary of the king my maſter's nativity, cha- 
racterizes their friendſhip and regard for his majeſty. Your expreſ- 
ſions are truly becoming a faithful and affectionate ally, and I dare af- 
ſure you, gentlemen, that the account I ſhall render to his majeſty 
will be infinitely agreeable to him. 

GERARD. 

| — C> — 

| Tus Dar, August 24, 1779. 

A letter, of July the loth, from William Glaſcock, preſident of 
Georgia, was read: 

On motion of Mr. Matthews, ſeconded by Mr. Laurens, 

Resolved unanimously, That the executive council of Georgia be 
afured of the determination of Congreſs to give them all-poſſible ſup- 
port : and that 500,000 dollars be tranſmitted without delay for the 
uſe of that ſtate to the executive authority thereof, for which the ſaid 
ſtate is to be accountable. 

A letter, of Auguſt the 5th, from Thomas Chittenden, and one of 
the e om Jonas Fay and Paul Spooner, with two papers encloſed, 
were read ; 

On motion of Mr. M*Kean, ſeconded by Mr. Holten, 

Resolved, That copies of the following papers be delivered to Jo- 
nas Fay and Paul Spooner, as private perlons, viz. 

1. Proceedings of Congreſs on the petition from the repreſentatives 
of the New-Hampſhire Grants, dated Junuary the 17th, 1776, and 
read the 8th of May following : | 

2. Report on Joſeph Woodward's letter, dated the 17th of January, 
1776, and read the 30th of May following: | | 

3. Proceedings of Congreſs on the extracts of the proceedings of 
the convention of New-Hampſhire Grants, 24th of July and 25th of 
deptember, 1776: | | t 

4. A letter from Pierre Van Cortlandt, preſident of New-York, to 
Congreſs, dated May the 27th, 1777, and proceedings of Congreſs 
thereon : 

5, Governor Clinton's letter of May the 8th, 1778, and read the 
18th of September following, and the reſolution thereon : 

6. Governor Clinton's letters of the 27th and 28th of May, with 
_ papers encloſed, and of the 7th of June, 1779, and reſolves of 

ongreſs: | | h 

7. The ſeveral papers relating to the trial of Hilkiah Trout, dated 

February the 18th, 1779. | 
| — 2 — 
| WEDNESDAY, August 25, 1779. 

A letter, of the 8th, from major-general Phillips, was read, with ſun- 
iy papers encloſed : 

Ordered, That the ſame be tranſmitted to the commander in chief, 
ind that he take order thereon. e 

Ordered, That Mr. G. Morris have leave of abſence. 

The marine- committee, to whom was referred the memorial of 
James Hopkins, brought in a report; whereupon, 

Resolved, That if James Hopkins, at his own riſque and expenſe, 
mall raiſe and weigh any or all of the ſeven veſſels ſunk in the Dela- 
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ware, as mentioned in his memorial, on or before the 1ſt day of De. 
cember next, he be entitled to have Ay enjoy all the right and intereſt 
which the United States have or might claim in the ſaid veſſels and 
their cargoes ſunk as aforeſaid. 

Congrels reſumed the conſideration of the report of the committee 
relative to an embargo ; and, 

The next reſolution in the report being amended, when the queſtion 
was about to be put, the previous queſtion was moved by Mr. Morris, 
ſeconded by Mr. Scudder. 

On which the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Smith, 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Peabody, no >no 


Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. Holten, ot 

Mr. Patridge, 4 J 
Rhode-Island, Mr. Marchant, no no 
Connecticut, Mr. Huntington, no 

Mr. Root, 5 = 
New-York Mr. Fay, 

Mr. + 4208 71 divided. 
New- Fersey, Mr. Witherspoon, . 
5 Mr. Scudder, mo divided. 

Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, ay 

Mr. Shippen, ay 

Mr. Atlce, : 

Mr. Mublenberg, ay 

Mr. Wynkoop, ay 
Delaware, Mr. Lickinson, ay 

Mr. M. Kean, 31 OJ 
Maryland, Mr. Paca, ay 

Mr. Carmichael, 4 ay 

Mr. Forbes, no 
Virginia, Mr. Smitb, no 

Mr. Grifin, no ns 

Mr. Fleming, a: 
North-Carolina, Mr. Harnett, no 

Mr. Hewes, no C no 

Mr. Sharpe, no 

South-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, 


Mr. Matthews, 25 divided. 


So it paſſed in the negative; and thereupon the main queſtion was 
put. 
On which the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Scudder, 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Peabody, ay Cay 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. Holten, no 
| g Mr. Patridge, no 
Rbode-Island, Mr. Marchant, ay ay 
Connecticut, Mr. Huntington, ay 
Mr. Root, — WY 
New-York, Mr. Jay, ay 
Mr. Morris, 4 * 
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New-Fersey, Mr. Withersþoon, a 2 
1 Mr. 3 2 divided. 

Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, no 

Mr. Shippen, ay 

Mr. Atlee, no no 

Mr. Mublenberg, nol © 

Mr. Wynkoop, no 
Delaware, Mr. DickinFon, no 

Mr. M*«Xean, ＋ 
Maryland, Mr. Paca, no 

Mr. Carmichael, no b no 

Mr. Forbes, q: 
Virginia, - Mr. Smith, ay 

Mr. Grifin, ay FL ay 

Mr. Fleming, 2 
North-Carolins, Mr. Harnett, ay 

Mr. Hewes, » to | 

Mr. Sharpe, ay 
South-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, 


> PP 
Mr. Matthews, 1 WIVIGeGs 


So it was reſolved, that it be earneſtly recommended to the ſeveral 
lates to take off every reſtriction on the inland trade hetween the ſaid 
ſtates. 

A motion was then made by Mr. M*Kean, ſeconded by Mr. Mor— 
ris, to reconſider the reſolution of Congreſs paſſed on Saturday laſt, re- 
commending to the ſeveral ſtates the continuing or laying embargoes 
to the firſt of January next. 

— 2 — 
THURSDAY, August 26, 1779. 

The committee on the treaſury, to whom were referred the reports 
of the board of war and committee of Congreſs, reſpecting col. Knob- 
lauch, together with his memorial and papers, report, that col. Knob- 
hauch is not poſſeſſed of vouchers to ſhew any contract with the com- 
miſfioners of theſe ſtates in Europe, to induce him to come to Ameri. 
ea; but as the committee entertain a high ſenſe of his merit as an of- 
kcer, and his zeal to ſerve theſe ſtates, they ſubmit to Congreſs the 
granting him a ſum to defray his expenſes in coming to America, and 
to enable him to return to Europe; whereupon, | 

Ordered, That a warrant iſſue on the treaſurer in favour of colonel 
Knoblauch, for 5000 dollars, in order to defray his expenſes in com- 
ng to America, and to enable him to return to Europe. 

The committee on the treaſury, in obedience to the order of Con- 
preſs to report a reaſonable allowance for the time and expenſes of 
silas Deane, Eſq; from the expiration of three months after the notice 
of his recal from Europe, finding the ſaid three months to expire on 
the 4th of June, 1778, report, 

That a warrant iſſue on the treaſurer in favour of Silas Deane, Eſq; 
lite commiſſioner of the United States at the court of France, for 
19,000 dollars, in full conlideration of his time and expenſes during 


bis attendance on Congreſs from the 4th of June, 1778, until the 6th 
day of Auguſt, inſtant : 
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A motion was made by Mr. Dickinſon, ſeconded b 
ſtrike out ten thouſand :”” 

On the queſtion, ſhall the words moved to be ſtruck out ſtand ? the 
yeas and nays being required by Mr. Marchant, 


New- Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rbode-Island, 


Connecticut, 


New-York, 


New-Tersey, 
Pennsyloania, 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 


Virginia, 
North-Carolina, 


| South-Carolina, 


So the ſtates being equally divided, the words were ſtruck out. 
A motion was then made by Mr. Spencer, ſeconded by Mr. Dick- 
inſon, to fill the blank with © fifteen thouſand,” 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr, 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr, 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr, 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Peabody, 
Lovell, 
Holten, 
Patridge, 
Marchant, 
Huntington, 
Root, 
Spencer, 
Jay, 
Lewis, 
Scudder, 
Armstrong, 
Shippen, 
Atlee, 
Searle, 
Mnfoop, 
Dickinson, 
M\ Kean, 
Paca, 
Forbes, 
Smith, 
Griffin, 
Fleming, 
Harnett, 
Hewes, 
Sharpe, 
Laurens, 
Matthews, 


no No 

ay 

ay Lay 

ay 

ay >ay 

ay 

no > no 

no 

no 
ay 5 divided, 
ay 8 * 

ay 

ay 

ay ay 

ay 

ay 

= divided, 
a 

25 

ay 

no V no 
| ” 

no 

12 

ay ) 

"OE divided 
4 5 ivided. 


On which the yeas and nays being required by Mr, Laurens, 


New- Hampsbhire, 


Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Tsland, 


Connecticut, 


New-York, 


New-FJersey, 
Pennsyleanta, 


r. Peabody, no no 
Mr. Lovell, no 
Mr. Holten, go 
Mr. Patridge, no 
Mr. Marchant, no pno 
Mr. Huntington, 5 
Mr. Root, ay Fay 
Mr. Spencer, ay 
Mr. Fay, — TS: 
Mr. Lewis, no 
Mr. Scudder, no no 
Mr. Shippen, no 
Mr. Atlee, novo 
Mr. Searle, no 

Wynhoop, no 


Mr. 


y Mr. Griffin, ts 


Delaware, 
M, aryl and, 


Virginia, 


North-Carolina, 


South-Carolina, 
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Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Dichinson, 
M. Kean, 
Paca, 
Forbes, 
Smith, 
Griffin, 
Fleming, 
Harnett, 
Hewes, 
Sharpe, 
Laurens, 
Mattbervs, 


So it paſſed in the negative. 


A motion was then made by Mr. Smith, ſeconded b 


to fill the blank with © twelve thoufand:“ 


On which the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Peabody, 


New-Humpsbire, 


Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rbode-Island, 
Connecticut, 


 New- York, 


New. Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 


Maryland, 
Virginia, 
North-Carolina, 


South-Carolina, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


So it paſſed in the negative. 


Whipple, 
Peabody, 
Lovell, 
Holten, 
Patridge, 
Marchant, 
Huntington, 
Root, 
Spencer, 
Jay, 
Lewis, 
Scudder, 
Shippen, 
Atlee, 
Searle, 
Wynkoop, 
Dickinson, 
M* Kean, 
Paca, 
Carmichael, 
Fordes, 
Smith, 
Griffin, 
Fleming, 
Harnett, 
Hewes, 
Sharpe, 
Laurens, 
Matthews, 


wt divided, 
no 
no 
2 no 
no 
ay > ay 
ay 
ay 
2 
No 
n0 5 

no 
no 


no 
no > no 
no 


neo no 


no 
70 
ey 


no 
no) me 
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y Mr. Searle, | 


. Amotion was then made by Mr. Smith, ſeconded by Mr. Sharpe, 
0 fill the blank with © ten thouſand five hundred.” 


n which the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Scudder, 
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. 


New-Hampsbire, 


Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Tsland, 


Connecticut, 


New-York, 


Neo- Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


North-Carolina, 


Soutb-Carolina, 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
M r. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


? Mr. 


Whipple, 
Peabody, 
Lovell, 
Holten, 
Patridge, 
Marchant, 
Huntington, 
Root, 
Spencer, 
Jay, 
Lewis, 
Scudder, 
Atlee, 
Searle, 
Dickinson, 
M Kean, 
Paca, 
Carmichael, 
Forbes, 
Smith, 
Grifjin, 
Fleming, 
Harnett, 
Hewes, 


| Sharpe, 


Laurens, 
Matt be us, 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 


nays being required by Mr. Laurens, 


New- Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


 Rhode-lsland, 


Connecticut, 


New-York, 


New-FJersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


Mr. 


-Mr, 


Mr. 
r. 


Mr. 


Peabody, 
Lovell, 
Holten, 


. Patridge, 


Marchant, 
Huntington, 
Root, 
Spencer, 
Jay, 
Scudder, 
Atlee, 
Searle, 
Dickinson, 
M' Ke an, 
Paca, 
Carmicbael, 
Forbes, 
Smith, 
Griffin, 
Fleming, 


ay 

ay Cay 
8 

ay 

ay f ay 

2 
divided. 


On the queſtion to agree to the reſolution as amended, the yeas and 
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no 1 
no * 


ay 
ay ay 
no 
ay Cay 


no j 


ay ay 


ay © » 


1 
2 divided. 


14 
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Nortb-Carolina, Mr. Harnett, 5 | 
| 5 


Mr. Hewes, ay 
Mr. Sharpe, _ ap 
South-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, ny 


Mr. Matthews, 51 divided. 
go it was reſolved in the affirmative. 
On motion of Mr. Laurens, ſeconded by Mr. Smith, 


gels, on or before the 10th day of Sept. next, an account of the 
whole amount of money received on loan at the ſeveral loan-offices in 
te United States, to the 28th of Feb. 1778, incluive ; alſo of the 
mount received from the Iſt of March, 1778, to the ſaid 10th of 
pt. lo far as returns ſhall have been made to that day, and that in 
ach cale the amount received on loan at each office be diſtinguiſhed: 

That the board of treaſury do likewiſe lay before Congreſs a true ac- 
wnt of the whole amount of money iſſued and to be iſſued, by virtue 
freſolves of Congreſs already paſſed or which ſhall paſs before the ſaid 
10h of September next, diftinguiſhing the dates and amounts of each 
niſſion. | 

——> > E_ 
Frrpar, August 27, 1779. 

The committee, conliſting of Mr. Atlee, Mr. Armſtrong, Mr, 
dpencer, Mr. Dickinſon and Mr. Matthews, to whom was referred a 
tter of the 15th from general Waſhington, with the papers encloſed 

ative to the weſtern expedition, brought in a report; whereupon, 

Resolved, That the plan prepared by general Waſhington for con— 
lifting the weſtern expedition, is in the opinion of Congreſs wiſe and 
Kdicious ; that the meaſures he has taken for the execution of it are 
oper and prudent ; and that Congreſs are perfectly ſatisfied with the 
eneral's conduct relative to the lame. | 

Resolved, That Mr. Paca be appointed a member of the committee 
It appeals, in the room of Mr. Randolph, who is abſent. 

Resolved, That a member be added to the committee on the treaſu- 
in the room of Mr. Duane, who is abſent : 

The member choſen, Mr. Hewes. 

Moxpar, August 30, 1779. | 

Resolved, That the 500,000 dollars, which by a reſolution of the 
Hh inſt. were ordered to be tranſmitted for the ufe of the ſtate of 
eorgia to the exe cutive authority thereof, be ſent to Joſeph Clay, Eſq; 
fa. maſter to the department of S. Carolina and Georgia ; and that he 
e directed to pay the ſame to the order of the governor and executive 
ouncil of the laid ſtate of Georgia, eſtabliſhed agreeable to the conſti- 
tion of the ſaid ſtate, or in cafe no ſuch eſtabliſhment ſhall have been 
ade, to be otherwiſe diſpoſed of as the ſaid J. Clay, Eſq; with the 
wee of major-general Lincoln, or the commander of the forces in 
at department for the time being, ſhall judge moſt conducive to the 
Tice and welfare of the ſaid ſtate of Georgia. 
letter, of the 26th, from the preſident of the ſtate of Delaware, 
1 gg informing that the act of that ſiate, prohibiting the expor 

OL. V. 2 | 


Ordered, That the board of treaſury be directed to lay before Con- 
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tation of flour, grain, &c. expires the firſt day of September, x. 
whereupon, 

On motion of Mr. Marchant, ſeconded by Mr. Paca, 

Resolved, That the prelident of the ſtate of Delaware be informed 
it is the wiſh of Congreſs that the embargo might be continued untl 
he ſhall be further informed from Congreſs. 

— ¶• ö 2 — 
IPE DNE SDA, September 1, 1779. 

The marine- committee report, that it is neceſſary an agent for prizes 
be appointed for the ſtate of New-Jerſey ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That Okey Hoaglandt, Eſq; be appointed agent fo 
prizes for the ſtate of New- Jerſey. 

A letter, of the 31ſt of Auguſt, from the board of war, was read, in. 
forming Congreſs that major Scull has ſignified his intention to refigy 
his office of ſecretary to that board, and recommending captain Benjz 
min Stoddert to fill that office; whereupon, 

Congreſs proceeded to a choice; and, the ballots being taken, 

Captain Benjamin Stoddert was unanimouſly elected ſecretary t 
the board of war. 

Another letter, of the 31ſt of Auguſt, from the board of war, wi 
read, encloſing a copy of general orders iſſued to the troops under his 
command by major-general Sullivan, reflecting upon the board; and 
repreſenting that the characters of the board are made very free vit 
in general Sullivan's army, who being under a deception, cenſure the 
members with great bitterueſs, and thereupon requeſting the favourd 
Congreſs to appoint a committee to examine into their conduct ant 
proceedings on this ſubje& ; whereupon, 

Ordered, That a committee of three be appointed for the purpol 
above mentioned : 

The members choſen, Mr. Matthews, Mr. Root and Mr. Am 
ſtrong. | 

A letter, of the 27th of Auguſt, from the board of war, was read 
whereupon, | 

Resolved, That the commiſſary-general of purchaſes be directed u 
appoint a deputy, for the ſpecial purpoſe of providing for the troops 0 
the convention of Saratoga and their guards during their ſtay in Vi 
ginia: | 

On paſſing this, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Laurens 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Mbi pple, ay} %: 
Mr. Naaloqy, 5 divided | 
Massacbusetts-Bay, Mr. Holten, a? noided. 
- Mr. Patridge, 4 
Rbode-lsland, Mr. Marchant, ay pay | 
Gonnecticut, Mr. Huntington, ay 
Mr. Root, ay Yay 
Mr. Spencer, ay 
New-York, Mr. Fay, ay > * 
New- Jersey, Mr. Scudder, ay 
Mx. Fell, 5 fo 
Mr. Houston, oy) _ 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, 21 5 
Mr. Sippen, no 5 
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Delaware, Mr. M. Kean, no IT 
Maryland, Mr. Paca, ay 

Mr. Forbes, ay * 
Virginia, Mr. Smith, 92 . 

Mr. Fleming, ay 
North-Carolina, Mr. Harnett, * 

Mr. Sharpe, ay 8 - 
Soutb-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, 8 

Mr. Matthews, 91 divided. 


& it was reſolved in the affirmative, 

Resolved, That he give orders to the ſaid deputy to confine his pur- 
chaſes to places from whence ſupplies for the armics of theſe ſtates 
cannot conveniently be drawn. | 

Resolved, That the accounts of ſupplies for the ſaid convention 
troops be kept diſtinct from the accounts of thoſe purchaſed for and 
iſued to the troops of the United States. 

Congreſs proceeded to the conlideration of the report of the commit. 
tee relative to finance; 1 

On motion of Mr. M Kean, ſeconded by Mr. Smith, 

Resolved, That the farther conſideration of the report be poſtponed, 
A motion was then made by Mr. M*Kean, ſeconded by Mr, Houf— 
jon, in the words following : 

Whereas it is inexpedient to derive the ſupphes for a continuance 
of the preſent war from emiſſions of bills of credit: 

Resolved, That Congreſs will, on no account whatever, emit more. 
bills of credit than to make the whole amount of fuch bills 200,000,000 
of dollars : | | 

Nor will they emit the 40,000,000 neceNary to complete that ſum, 
provided a ſufficient ſupply of money for the public exigencies can be 
obtained by other means, | 

A diviſion being required, when the queſtion was about to be put 
on the firſt clauſe, the previous queſtion was moved by Mr. Laurens, 


ſeconded by Mr. Smith: on which the yeas and nays being required by 
Mr, Laurens, 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Nipple, 5 1 
5 | Mr, Peabody, no 0 
Massacbusetts- Bay, Mr. Gerry, no 
Mr. Holten, no & n 
Mr. Patridge, no 
Rhode-Island, Mr. Collins, no no 
Connecticut, Mr. Root, no no 
New-York, Mr. Jay, no K * 
New- Jersey, Mr. Scudder, no 
| Mr. Fell, no no 
Mr. Houston, 10 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, no 
Mr. Shippen, n V no 
. Mr. IWynkoop, no) 
Delaware, Mr. Me Kean, no cn 


254 JOURNALS OF CONGRESS, 


Maryland, Mr. Paca, no 
Mr. Carmichael, no ng 
Mr. Forves, ay 
Virginia, Mr. Smith, ay 
Nr. Cin, ge 
Mr. Fleming, ay 
North-Carolina, Mr. Harnctt, no 
Mr. Hewes, no h no 
Mr, Sharpe, no 
Sout h- Carolina Mr. Laurens, a 7 
Mr, Matthews, 2 divided. 


So it paſſed in the negative. 
The main queſtion was then put, on which the yeas and nays being 
required by Mr. Smith, | 
New- Hampsbire, Mr. Whipple, ay 
Mr. Peabody, ay 2 


PMassachusctts-Bay, Mr. Gerry, ay 
| Mr. Holten, ay > ay 

| Mr. Patridge, ay 
Rhode-Island, Mr. Collins, ay ay 
Connecticut, Mr. Root, ay pay 
New-York, Mr. Jay, No > u 

New-Fersey, | Mr. Scudder, ay 
| Mr. Tell, ay Cay 

Mr. Houston, ay 

Pennsytoanta, Mr. Armstrong, ay 


Mr. Spippen, ay ay 
Mr. HW y1koop, ay | 


Delaware, Mr. Zi Kean, . ay Cay 
Maryland, Mr. Paca, ay 
| Mr. Carmichael, ay \ ay 
| Mr. Forbes, no 
Virginia, Mr. Smith, no 
Mr. Grefin, ay no 
Mr. Fleming, 720 
North-Carolina, Mr. Harnett, ay 
Mr. Hewes, 42 
Mr. Sharpe, ay 
South-Carotina, Mr. Laurens, noQ 114 
Mr, Matthews, a © divide ; 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative, | 
Resolved, That the conlideration of the ſecond clauſe be poſtponec. 
—— — | 
THuRSDAY, September 2, 1779. 

The committee on the treaſury, to whom was referred a petition of 
the Rev. Mr. Lotbinier, brought in a report; whereupon, 

Resolved, That until the further order of Congreſs the Rex. Mr. 
Lotbinier be allowed 200 dollars per month for ſubſiſtence. 

The marine-committee laid before Congreſs the proceedings of 2 
court-martial on the trial of John Emmes, late a pilot of the {lp 
Champion, for deſertion: 
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On motion of Mr. Matthews, ſeconded by Mr. Holten, 
Resolved, That the execution of rhe ſentence of the laid court-mar. 
| be ſuſpended until Saturday ſe'ennight. 
— CD) — 
Fripar, September 3, 1779, 

Mr. Woodbury Langdon, a delegate from the flate of New-FHamp- 
fire, attended, and took his ſeat in Congreſs. 

Resolved, That two members be added to the medical-committee : 

The members choſen, Mr. Peabody and Mr. Muhlenberg, 

Congreſs proceeded to conſider the ſecond clauſe of the reſolution 
moved the 11t inſtant, and the ſame being ſet aſide; in lieu thereof, 

On motion of Mr. Laurens, ſeconded by Mr. Gerry, 

Congreſs came to the following reſolution: 

And whereas the ſum emitted by Congreſs and now in circulation, 
amounts to 159,948,820 dollars, and the ſum of 40,51,120 dollars re- 
mains to complete the 200,000, OCO of dollars above mentioned: 

Kesolved, That Congreſs will emit ſuch part only of the {aid ſum 
of 40,51,120 dollars, as ſhall be abſolutely neceſſary for public exi- 

encies before adequate ſupplies can be otherwiſe obtained, relying 
tor ſuch ſupplies on the exertions of the ſeveral ſtates. 

Resolved, That the conſideration of the preamble firſt moved be 
poſtponed. 


dia 


— 2 —ä—nm 
SATURDAY, September 4, 1779. 

Congreſs being informed that Mr. W. H. Drayton, one of the de- 
legates for the ſtate of S. Carolina, died laſt night, and that circum- 
ſtances required that his remains be interred this evening: | 

Resolved, That Congreſs will, in a body, attend the funeral this 
evening, at fix o'clock, as mourners, with a crape round the left arm, 
aud will continue in mourning for the fpace of one month. 

Resolved, That Mr. Laurens, Mr. Matthews and Mr. Harnett be 
à committee to ſuperintend the funeral ; and that the Rev. Mr. White, 
the attending chaplain, be notified to officiate on the occation : 

That the ſaid committee be directed to invite the general aſſembly 
and the preſident and ſupreme executive council of Pennſylvania, the 
niniſter plenipotentiary of France, and other perſons of diſtinction now 
in town, to attend the funeral. 

The board of war, to whom was referred a letter of major-general 
Gates, report, that they have converſed with the gentleman ſtiling 
humſelf le baron de Benyowſky, mentioned in gen. Gates's letter ; that 
they know nothing from any teſtimonials he produces except his having 
2 letter directed to gen. Pulaſki, who he ſays is his halt-brother, and 
to whom he now deſires only the means of going; whereupon, 

Res9lved, That Monf. le baron de Benyowiky be ſupplied with an 
horſe and 1000 dollars, to enable him to procecd to general Pulaſki, 
now with the ſouthern- army. | 

Ordered, That copies of the reſolutions of Congreſs relative to the 
capture of the ſnow Noſtra Sennora del Carmel et St. Antonio, capt. 
Duarti, be ſent by the committee for foreign affairs by different convey- 
ances, to the miniſter plenipotentiary of the United States at the court 
of France, to be by him communicated to the court of Liſbon. 

The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Matthews, Mr. Marchant and 
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Mr. Armſtrong, to whom were referred letters from gen. Waſhington 
and colonel Simms, brought in a report ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That leave of abſence from his regiment be given to lieu. 
tenant-colonel Simms till the 20th day of November next: 

That copies of his applications to Congreſs and gen. Waſhington's 
letter, be tranſmitted to the governor of Virginia, and that it be ſg. 
nified to him, that as lieutenant-colonel Simms's application has been 
complied with at a time when his abſence 1s with the greateſt reluc. 
tance diſpenſed with, it is the wiſh of Congreſs that he may be en. 
abled to rejoin his regiment as ſpeedily as poſhble ; and that ſuch mea. 
ſures may be taken reſpecting claims ſimilar to that of heutenant<colo. 
nel Simms, as may prevent other officers of the Virginia line making 
applications for the like indulgence of abſence, which mult in the midſt 
of a campaign, be utterly inadmiſſible ; and that a copy of this reſo. 
lution be tranſmitted to the governor of Virginia. | 

The committee on the treaſury brought in a report ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That until the further order of Congreſs, every cornet of 
horſe be entitled to receive monthly for his ſubſiſtence, 100 dollars, 
to commence agreeable to an act of Congreſs of the 18th of Auguſt laſt, 

On motion of Mr. Laurens, ſeconded by Mr. Holten, 

Resolved, That fo much of the reſolutions reſpecting the eſtabliſh. 
ment of a board of treaſury as relates to the annual election of the 
officers, be referred to a committee of three; and that they be direc- 
ted to report the ſalaries of the ſaid officers : 

The members choſen, Mr. Laurens, Mr. Gerry and Mr, Hewes, 


Monnpar, September 6, 1779. 


The committee on the quarter-maſter and commiſſary-general's de. 
partment, conſiſting of Mr, Whipple, Mr. Root and Mr. Scudder, laid 
before Congreſs a letter of the 30th of Auguſt from Jeremiah Wadi. 
worth, commiſſary-general of purchaſes, which was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the marine-committee ; and that 
they be directed to take the proper ſteps for obtaining a diviſion of the 
prize goods lately captured by continental veſſels, and cauſe ſuch of 
the articles as they judge proper to be retained for the future order 
of Congreſs. | | | 

A. report from the board of war was read ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That the quarter-maſter-general be directed to erect bare 
racks, at the expenſe of the United States, for quartering the troops 
in the ſtate of Rhode-Ifland : | 

That the ſaid barracks be of ſuch dimenſions and fituated in ſuch 
place as general Gates, or other officer commanding the troops in that 
ſtate for the time being, ſhall approve of. | 

The board of war, to whom was referred a letter of the 5th from 
general Waſhington, relative to the arrangement of the Maſſachulctts 
line of officers, brought in a report ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That the arrangement of the officers in the Maſſachuſetts 
line, as now fixed by the commander in chief, be confirmed, and their 
eommiſſions iſſued accordingly. 
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WEDNESDAT, September 8, 1779. 

The delegates for the ſtate of New-York laid before Congreſs 
certain inſtructions which they have received from their conſtituents, 
accompanied with ſundry papers, which were read; alſo a petition of 
the committees of Cumberland county to Congreſs was read, praying 
their ſpeedy interpofition in ſettling the diſturbances upon the New- 
Hampſhire Grants, accompanied with ſundry papers : 

Ordered, That the ſame be referred to a committee of five : 

The members choſen, Mr, M Kean, Mr. Paca, Mr. Holten, Mr. 
Huntington and Mr. Smith. | 

Resolved, That the preſident be requeſted to prepare a circular let- 
ter to the ſeveral ſtates, to accompany the reſolutions of Congreſs of 
the 1ſt and 3d inſtant, for ſtopping the further emiſſions of bills of credit. 

Congreſs proceeded to the conſideration of the motion for reconſi- 
dering the reſolution paſſed on the 21ſt of Auguſt, recommending to the 
ſeveral ſtates to continue or lay embargoes to continue until the Iſt day 
of January next. 

A motion was made by Mr. M*Kean, ſeconded by Mr. Armſtrong, 
to ſtrike out OH in order to inſert inſtead thereof “ October.“ 

On the queſtion, ſhall the word “ January,” ſtand? the yeas and 
nays being required by Mr. Peabody, 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Whipple, no 
Mr. Peabody, ay no 
Mr. Langdon, no 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. Lovell, ay 
Mr. Holten, no Cop 
Mr. Patridge, ay 
Rbode-Island, Mr. Marcbant, ay) 
Mr. Collins, ay 1 
Connecticut, Mr. Huntington, ay} 
Mr. Root, ay Yay 
Mr. Spencer, ay 
New-York, Mr. Fay, oF ,- 
| Mr. . ot a 
Neu- Jersey, Mr. Scudder, ay 
a Mr. Fell, | a” 
| Mr. Houston, no 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, no 
Mr. Searle, ay no 
Mr. Mublenberg, 29 | 
2 Mr. M*Kean, no >no 
aryland, Mr. Carmichael, mo? ,. ., , 
Mr. Forbes, wy drevgeds 
Virginia, Mr. Smith, no 
Mr. Griffin, a” 
Mr. Fleming, no 
North-Carolina, Mr. Harnett, no >= 
South-Caroling, Mr. Laurens, 452 
Mr. Matthews, 9 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 
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| TuuBsDar, September 9, 1779. 

Mr. James Mercer, a delegate for the ſtate of Virginia, attends, 
and took his ſeat in Congreſs. 

Resolved, That Mr. Griffin, at his requeſt, be diſcharged from the 
committee on the treaſury, on account of his ill ſtate of health, 

Resolved, That a member be added to the committee on the tres. 
ſury, in the room of Mr. Griffin, until commiſſioners of the board gf 
trealury ſhall be appointed: 

The member choſen, Mr. Marchant. 

— 2 — 
 Fr1nar, September 10, 1779. 

A report of the board of war was read; whereupon, 

Congreſs came to the following reſolutions : 

It appearing from the repreſentation of the board of war, that for 
the more comfortable accommodation of the troops of the United 
States, it is expedient that each ſtate ſhould provide clothing for ity 
own quota of thoſe troops, in addition to that which has been import. 
ed or already procured by the agents appointed by the ſaid board: 

Resolved, That it be earneſtly recommended to the governments of 
the ſeveral ſtates immediately to provide large quantities of clothing for 
their reſpective quotas of troops : 

That particular attention be paid to the articles of hats, hoſe, ſhirts, 
blankets and ſhoes, which are indiſpenſably neceſſary and immediately 
wanted, and without which the troops mult {everely ſuffer : 

That the clothing ſo purchaſed or procured by the ſtates reſpectiveh 
be delivered to the ſub or ſtate clothiers, agreeably to the ordinance of 
the 23d of Marchlaſt : 

That the ſub or ſtate clothiers make regular monthly returns to the 
clothier-general, of all clothing received from their reſpective ſtates: 

That the executive powers of the ſeveral ſtates be requeſted to cot. 
reſpond with the board of war, from time to time, informing them ot 
their proceedings and proſpects in the clothing bulineſs ; that every 
aſſiſtance may be given where neceſſary by the ſaid board, when the 
continental ſtock will admit thereof and continental purchaſers be 
ſtopped when a ſufficiency of clothing is provided: 

That it be alſo recommended to the governments of the reſpeQure 
ſtates to take meaſures for preventing any competition of prices among 
the purchaſers, whether on account of the continent or particular 
ſtates ; | | 

That the ſaid governments be informed that the principal ſupplies 
of clothing for the troops of their reſpective quotas are expected fron 
them; and to this end they are earneſily requeſted now diligently te 
exert themſelves, and in future to make timely proviſion either by 

urchaſe, manufacture or importation : | 

That the board of war be directed to inform the executive powers 
of the ſeveral ſtates, from time to time, of any conſiderable additions 
to the ſtock of clothing provided by the United States, by importation 
or otherwiſe, that whenloever all or any conſiderable part of the cloth- 
ing for the troops is or ſhall be provided by the United States, the go: 
vernments of the ſeveral ſtates may ceaſe further proviſion. 

The committee on the treaſury, according to order laid on the table 
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in account of the money received on loan, and of the whole amount of 
noney iſſued and to be iſfued by virtue of reſolves paſſed before this 
ay. 
| f — C7 

Monpar, September 13, 1779. 
Mr. Fitzhugh, a delegate for the ſtate of Virginia, attended, and 
took his ſeat in Congreſs. 
A letter, of the 7th, from general Waſhington, was read, encloſing 
letter of the 30th of Auguſt, from major-general Sullivan: 
Ordered, That it be referred to the committee appointed to correſ- 
dond with major-general Lincoln. 
Resolved, That two members be added to the ſaid committee: 
The members choſen, Mr. Harnett and Mr. Fitzhugh. 
The preſident laid before Congreſs a draught of a circular letter 
from the Congreſs of the United States of America to their conſtitu- 
ents, which was read twice and unanimoully agreed to: 


Friends and Fellow-citizens / 


IN governments raiſed on the generous principles of equal liberty, 
where the rulers of the ſtate are the ſervants of the people, and not 
the maſters of thoſe from whom they derive authority ; it is their duty 
to inform their fellow-citizens of the ſtate of their affairs, and by evin- 
ting the propriety of public meaſures, lead them to unite the influence 
inclination to the force of legal obligation in rendering them ſuc- 
ceſsful. This duty ceaſes not, even in times of the moſt perfect peace, 
oder and tranquility, when the ſafety of the commonwealth is neither 
endangered by force or ſeduction from abroad, or by faction, treachery 
or miſguided ambition from within. At this ſeaſon, therefore, we find 
ourſelves in a particular manner impreſſed with a ſenſe of it, and can 
no longer forbear calling your attention to a ſubje& much miſrepre- 
ſented, and reſpecting which dangerous as well as erroneous opinions 
dave been held and propagated : we mean your finances. 

The ungrateful deſpotiſm and inordinate luſt of domination, which 
marked the unnatural deſigns of the Britiſh king and his venal parlia- 
nent to enſlave the people of America, reduced you to the neceſſity of 
ether aſſerting your rights by arms, or ingloriouſly paſſing under the 
joke, You nobly preferred war. Armies were then to be raiſed, paid 
ad ſupplied : money became neceſſary for theſe purpoſes. Of your 
On there was but little; and of no nation in the world could you then 
borrow, The little that was ſpread among you could be collected only 
by taxes, and to this end regular governments were eſſential ; of theſe 
fou were alſo deſtitute. So circumſtanced, you had no other reſource 
but the natural value and wealth of your fertile country. Bills were 
ſued on the credit of this bank, and your faith was pledged for their. 
redemption. After a conſiderable number of theſe had circulated, loans 
vere ſolicited, and offices for the purpoſe eſtabliſhed. Thus a national 
ebt was unavoidably created, and the amount of it is as follows: 

Bills emitted and circulating, 159,948,880 dollars. 
Monies borrowed before the 1ſt of March, | 
1778, the intereſt of which 1s rache 7,5455196 f ths. 

in France, 
Vor. V. L 2 
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Monies borrowed fince the firſt of March, 
1778, the intereſt of which 1s payable 
here, 

Money due abroad, not exactly known, the 
balances not having been tranſmitted, 
ſuppoſed to be about 

For your further ſatisfaction we ſhall order a particular account of 
the ſeveral emiſſions, with the times limited for their redemption, 
and alſo of the ſeveral loans, the intereſt allowed on each, and the 
terms aſſigned for their payment, to be prepared and publiſhed, 

The taxes have as yet brought into the treaſury no more than 
3,027,560, ſo that all the monies ſupplied to Congreſs by the people 
of America, amount to no more than 36, 761,665 dollars, that being 
the ſum of the loans and taxes received. Judge then of the neceſſity 
of emiſſions, and learn from whom and from whence that neceſſity aroſe, 

We are alſo to inform you, that on the 1ſt day of Sept. inſt, were. 
ſolved “ that we would on no account whatever emit more bills of 
credit than to make the whole amount of ſuch bills 200,000,000 of 
dollars,” and as the ſum emitted and in circulation amounted to 
159,948,880 dollars, and the ſum of 40,051,120 dollars remained to 
complete the 200,000,000 above-mentioned, we on the 3d day of Sept, 
inſt. further reſolved, „that we would emit ſuch part only of the ſai 
ſum of 40,051,120 dollars as ſhould be ablolutely neceſſary tor public 
exigencies before adequate ſupplies could otherwiſe be obtained, rely- 
ing for ſuch ſupplies on the exertions of the ſeveral ſtates,” 

Excluſive of the great and ordinary expenſes incident to the war, 
the depreciation of the currency has ſo ſwelled rhe prices of every ne- 
ceſſary article, and of conſequence made ſuch additions to the uſual 
amount of expenditures, that very conſiderable ſupplies muſt be im- 
mediately provided by loans and taxes; and we unanimouſly declare it 
to be eſſential ro the welfare of theſe ſtates, that the taxes already cal- 
led for be paid into the continental treaſury by the time recommended 
for that purpoſe. It is alſo highly proper that you ſhould extend your 
views beyond that period, and prepare in ſeaſon as well for bringing 
your reſpective quotas of troops into the field early the next campaign, 
as for providing the ſupplies neceſſary in the courſe of it, We ſhall 
take care to apprize you, from time to time, of the ſtate of the trealu- 
ry, and to recommend the proper meaſures for ſupplying it. To keep 
your battalions full, to encourage loans, and to aſſeſs your taxes with 

rudence, colle& them with firmneſs, and pay them with punQuality, 


26,188,909 dollars, 


4,000,000 


is all that will be requiſite on your part, Further ways and means of 


providing for the public exigencies are now under conſideration, and 
will ſoon be laid before you. | ; 

Having thus given you a ſhort and plain ſtate of your debt, and 
pointed out the neceſſity of punctuality in furniſhing the ſupplies alres. 
dy required, we ſhall proceed to make a few remarks on the deprecia- 
tion of the currency, to which we intreat your attention. 

The depreciation of bills of credit is always either natural or artiſt 
cial, or both. The latter is our caſe. 'The moment the ſum in cixculs- 
tion exceeded what was neceſſary as a medium in commerce, it begi 
and continued to depreciate in proportion as the amount of the ſur 
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plus encreaſed; and that proportion would hold good until, the ſum 
emitted ſhould become ſo great as nearly to equal the value of the ca- 
pital or ſtock, on the credit of which the bills were iſſued. Suppoſing, 
therefore, that 30,000,000 was neceſlary for a circulating medium, 
and that 160,000,000 had iſſued, the natural depreciation is but little 
more than as five to one : but the actual depreciation exceeds that pro- - 
ortion and that exceſs is artificial. The natural depreciation is to be 
removed only by leſſening the quantity of money in circulation. It 
will regain its primitive value whenever it ſhall be reduced to the ſum 
neceſſary for a medium of commerce. This is only to be effected by 
loans and taxes. | 

The artificial depreciation is a more ſerious ſubject, and merits mi- 
zute inveſtigation. A diſtruſt (however occaſioned) entertained hy the 
mals of the people either in the ability or inclination of the United 
States to redeem their bills is the cauſe of it. Let us enquire how far 
reaſon will juſtify a diſtruſt in the ability of the United States, 

The ability of the United States muſt depend on two things ; firſt, 
the ſucceſs of the preſent revolution; and ſecondly, on the ſufficiency 
of the natural wealth, value and reſources of the country. 

That the time has been when honeſt men might, without being 
chargeable with timidity, have doubted the ſucceſs of the preſent re- 
rolution, we admit: but that period is paſſed. The independence of 
America is now as fixed as fate, and the petulant efforts of Britain to 
break it down are as vain and fruitleſs as the raging of the waves 
which beat againſt their cliffs. Let thoſe who are ſtill afflicted with 
theſe doubts conſider the character and condition of our enemies. Let 
them remember that we are contending againſt a kingdom crumbling 
into pieces; a nation without public virtue; and a people ſold to and 
betrayed by their own repreſentatives ; againſt a prince governed by 
his paſſions and a miniſtry without confidence or wiſdom ; againſt ar- 
nies half paid and generals half truſted; againſt a government equal 
only to plans of plunder, conflagration and murder; a government by 
the moſt impious violations of the rights of religion, juſtice, hamanity 
and mankind, courting the vengeance of heaven and revolting from 
the protection of Providence. Againſt the fury of theſe enemies you 
made ſucceſsful reſiſtance, when ſingle, alone and friendleſs, in the days 
df weakneſs and infancy, before your hands had been taught to war or 
your fingers to fight. And can there be any reaſon to apprehend that 
the divine diſpoſer of human events, after having ſeparated us from 
the houſe of bondage, and led us ſafe throngh a ſea of blood, towards 
ze land of liberty and promiſe, will leave the work of our political re- 
demption unfiniſhed, and either permit us to periſh in a wilderneſs of 
Uſculties, or ſuffer us to be carried back in chains to that country of 
"preſſion, from whoſe tyranny he hath mercifully delivered us with 
ſtretched out arm? | 

In cloſe alliance with one of the moſt powerful nations in Europe 
Which has generouſly made our cauſe her own, in amity with many 
others, and enjoying the good will of all, what danger have we to fear 
rom Britain? Inſtead of acquiring acceſſions of territory by conqueſt, 
the limits of her empire daily contract: her fleets no longer rule the 
dcean, nor are her armies invincible by land. How many of her ſtan- 
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dards, wreſted from the hands of her champions, are among your tre. 
phies, and have graced the triumphs of your troops ? and how great is 
the number of thoſe, who, ſent to bind you in fetters, have become 
your captives, and received their lives from your hands? In ſhort, who. 
ever conſiders that theſe ſtates are daily encrealing in power; that 
their armies have become veteran ; that their governments, founded 
in freedom, are eſtabliſhed ; that their fertile country and their affec. 
tionate ally furniſh them with ample ſupplies ; that the Spaniſh mo. 
narch, well prepared for war, with fleets and armies ready for combat, 
and a treaſury overflowing with wealth, has entered the liſts again 
Britain; that the other European nations, often inſulted by her pride, 
and alarmed by the ſtrides of her ambition, have left ber to her fate; 
that Ireland, wearied with her oppreſſions, is panting for liberty, and 
even Scotland diſpleaſed and uneaſy at her edicts: whoever conſiders 
theſe things, inſtead of doubting the iſſue of the war, will rejoice in 
the glorious, the ſure and certain proſpe& of ſucceſs. 

This point being eſtabliſhed, the next queſtion is, whether the naty. 
ral wealth, value and reſources of the country will be equal to the pay. 
ment of the debt? | 

Let us ſuppoſe for the ſake of argument, that at the concluſion of 
the war, the emiſhons ſhould amount to 200,000,000, that exclulive 
of ſupplies from taxes, which will not be inconſiderable, the loans ſhould 
amount to 100,000,000, then the whole national debt of the United | 
States would be 300, 000, 000. There are at preſent 3,000,000 of in- 
habitants in the thirteen ſtates : 300,000,000 of dollars, divided among 
3,000,000 of people, would give to each perſon 100 dollars; and is 
there an individual in America unable, in the courſe of 18 or 20 years, 
to pay it again? Suppoſe the whole debt aſſeſſed, as it ought to be, on 
the inhabitants in proportion to their reſpective eſtates, what would then 
be the ſhare of the poorer people? Perhaps not 10 dollars. Beſides, as 
this debt will not be payable immediately, but probably 20 years al- 
lotted for it, the number of inhabitants by that time in America will 
be far more than double their preſent amount. It is well known that 
the inhabitants of this country encreaſed almoſt in the ratio of com- 
pound intereſt, By natural population they doubled every 20 years, and 
how great may be the hoſt of emigrants from other countries cannot 
be aſcertained, We have the higheſt reaſon to believe the number will 
be immenſe, Suppoſe that only 10,000 ſhould arrive the firſt year af. 
ter the war, what will thoſe 10,000 with their families count in 20 years 
time? - probably double the number. This obſervation applies with pro- 
portionable force to the emigrants of every ſucceſſive year. Thus you 
ſee great part of your debt will be payable not merely by the preſent 
number of inhabitants, but by that number ſwelled and encreaſed by 
the natural population of the preſent inhabitants, by multitudes of emi- 
grants daily arriving from other countries, and by the natural populs- 
tion of thoſe ſucceſſive emigrants, ſo that every perſon's ſhare of the 
debt will be conſtantly diminiſhing by others coming in to pay à Pro- 
portion of it. 

Theſe are advantages which none but young countries enjoy. Tbe 
number of inhabitants in every country in Europe remains nearly the 
ſame from one century to another. No country will produce more pes 
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ple than it can ſubſiſt, and- every country, if free and cultivated, will 
roduce as many as it can maintain. Hence we may form ſome idea of 
the future population of theſe ſtates. Extenſive wilderneſſes, now 
ſcarcely known or explored, remain yet to be cultivated, and vaſt lakes 
and rivers, whole waters have for ages rolled in filence and obſcurity 
to the ocean, are yet to hear the din of induſtry, become ſubſervient 
to commerce, and boaſt delightful villas, gilded ſpires, and ſpacious ci- 
ties riſing on their banks. 

Thus much for the number of perſons to pay the debt. The next 
point is their ability, They who enquire how many millions of acres 
are contained only in the ſettled part of North-America, and how much 
each acre is worth, will acquire very enlarged and yet very inadequate 
ideas of the value of this country. But thoſe who will carry their en- 
quiries further, and learn that we heretofore paid an annual tax to 
Britain of 3,000,000 ſterling in the way of trade, and ſtill grew rich; 
that our commerce was then confined to her; that we were obliged 
to carry our commodities to her market, and conſequently to fell them 
at her price; that we were compelled to purchaſe foreign commodities 
at her ſtores, and on her terms, and were forbid to eſtabliſh any manu- 
factories incompatible with her views of gain; that in future the 
whole world will be open to us, and we ſhall be at liberty to purchaſe 
rom thoſe who will ſell on the beſt terms, and to ſell to thoſe who 
will give the beſt prices; that as the country encreaſes in number of 
inhabitants and cultivation, the productions of the earth will be pro- 
portionably encreaſed, and the riches of the whole proportionably 
greater: whoever examines the force of theſe and ſimilar oblerva- 
tions, muſt ſmile at the ignorance of thoſe who doubt the ability of 
the United States to redeem their bills. 

Let it alſo be remembered that paper money is the only kind of 
money which cannot “ make unto itſelf wings and fly away.“ It re- 
mains with us, it will not forſake us, it is always ready and at hand 
tor the purpoſe of commerce or taxes, and every induſtrious man can 
ind it, On the contrary, ſhould Britain like Ninevah (and for the 
lame reaſon) yet find mercy, and eſcape the ſtorm ready to burſt upon 


| her, ſhe will find her national debt in a very different ſituation. Her 


territory diminiſhed, her people waſted, her commerce ruined, her mo- 
nopolies gone, ſhe muſt provide for the diſcharge of her immenſe debt 
by taxes to be paid in ſpecie, in gold or ſilver, perhaps now buried in 
the mines of Mexico or Peru, or {till concealed in the brooks aud rivu- 
lets of Africa or Indoſtan. 

Having ſhewn that there is no reaſon to doubt the ability of the 
United States to pay their debt, let us next enquire whether as much 
can be ſaid for their inclination. | 

Under this head three things are to be attended to : 

Iſt, Whether and in what manner the faith of the United States 
has been pledged for the redemption of their bills. 

2d. Whether they have put themſelves in a political Capacity to 
redeem them : and, | | 

3d. Whether admitting the two former propoſitions, there is any 
reaſon to apprehend a wanton violation of the public faith. | 

It. It muſt be evident to every man who reads the journals of Con- 
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greſs or looks at the face of one of their bills, that Congreſs have 
pledged the faith of their conſtituents for the redemption of them. 
And it muſt be equally evident, not only that they had authority to do 
ſo, but that their conſtituents have actually ratified their aQs, by re. 
ceiving their bills, paſſing laws eſtabliſhing their currency, and puniſh. 
ing thoſe who counterfeit them. So that it may with truth be ſaid 
that the people have pledged their faith for the redemption of them, 
not only collectively by their repreſentatives, hut individually, 

2d. Whether the United States have put themſelves in a political 
capacity to redeem their bills, is a queſtion which calls for more full 

dliſcuſſion. 

Our enemies, as well foreign as domeſtic, have laboured to raiſe 
doubts on this head. They argue that the confederation of the ſtates 
re main yet to be perfected; that the union may be diſſolved, Congreſs 
be aboliſhed, and each ſtate reſuming its delegated powers proceed in 
future to hold and exerciſe all the rights of ſovereignty appertaining 
to an independent ſtate. In ſuch an event, ſay they, the continental 
bills of credit, created and ſupported by the union, would die with it. 
This poſition being aſſumed, they next proceed to aſſert this event to 
be probable, and in proof of it urge our divilions, our parties, our ſe. 
parate intereſts, diſtinct manners, former prejudices, and many other 
arguments equally plauſible and equally fallacious. Examine this 
matter. | 
For every purpoſe eſſential to the defence of theſe ſtates in the pro- 
greſs of the preſent war, and neceſſary to the attainment of the objeds 
of it, theſe ſtates now are as fully, legally and abſolutely confederated 
as it is poſſible for them to be. Read the credentials of the different 
delegates who compoſed the Congreſs in 1774, 1775, and part of 
1776. You will find that they eſtabliſh an union for the expreſs pur- 
poſe of oppoſing the oppreſſions of Britain and obtaining redreſs of 
grievances. On the 4th of July, 1776, your repreſentatives in Con- 
greſs, perceiving that nothing leſs than unconditional ſubmiſhon 

would ſatisfy our enemies, did in the name of the people of the Thir- 
teen United Colonies declare them to be free and independent ſtates, and 
&« for the SUPPORT of that declaration, with a firm reliance on the 
protection of Divine Providence, did mutually pledge to each other 
their LIVES, their FORTUNES and their SACRED HONOUR.” 
Was ever confederation more formal, more ſolemn or explicit? It has 
been expreſsly aſſented to and ratified by every ſtate in the union. Ac- 
cordingly, for the direct SUPPORT of this declaration, that is for 
the ſupport of the independence of thele ſtates, armies have been rail- 
ed, and bills of credit emitted and loans made to pay and ſupply them. 
The redemption, therefore, of theſe bills, the payment of theſe debts 
and the ſettlement of the accounts of the ſeveral ſtates for expendi- 
tures or ſervices for the common benefit and in this common caule, are 
among the objects of this confederation ; and conſequently while all or 
any of its objects remain unattained, it cannot, ſo far as it may re- 
ſpec ſuch objects, be diſſolved, conſiſtent with the laws of God or 
Man. | 

But we are perſuaded, and our enemies will find, that our union 15 
not to end here. They are miſtaken when they ſuppoſe us kept to- 
gether only by a ſenſe of preſent danger. It is a fact which they on- 


SEPTEMBER 1779. 265 


ly will diſpute, that the people of theſe ſtates were never ſo cordially 
united as at this day. By having been obliged to mix with each other, 
former prejudices have worn off, and their ſeveral manners become 

blended. A ſenſe of common permanent intereſt, mutual affection 

(having been brethren in affliction,) the ties of conſanguinity daily 

extending, conſtant reciprocity of good offices, ſimilarity in language, 

in governments, and therefore in manners, the importance, weight and 
ſplendor of the union, all conſpire in forming a ſtrong chain of connec- 
tion, which muſt forever bind us together. The United Provinces of 
the Netherlands and the United Cantons of Switzerland became free 
ad independent under circumſtances very like ours : their indepen- 
| wb has been long eſtabliſhed, and yet their confederacies continue 
in full vigor. What reaſon can be aſſigned why our union ſhould be leſs 
laſting ? or why ſhould the people of theſe ſtates be ſuppoled leſs wiſe 
than the inhabitants of thoſe ? You are not uninformed that a plan 
for a perpetual confederation has been prepared and that twelve of the 
thirteen ſtates have already acceded to it. But enough has been ſaid 
to ſhew that for every purpole of the preſent war, and all things inci- 
dent to it, there does at preſent exiſt a perfect ſolemn confederation, 
and therefore that the ſtates now are and always will be in political 
capacity to redeem their bills, pay their debts and ſettle their accounts. 
3d, Whether, admitting the ability and political capacity of the 
United States to redeem their bills, there is any reaſon to apprehend a 
wanton violation of the public faith ? 

It is with great regret and reluctance that we can prevail upon our- 
ſelves to take the leaſt notice of a queſtion which involves in it a doubt 
ſo injurious to the honour and dignity of America. 

The enemy, aware that the ſtrength of America lay in the union of 
her citizens, and the wiſdom and integrity of thoſe to whom they com- 
mitted the direction of their affairs, have taken unwearied pains to 
diſunite and alarm the people, to depreciate the abilities and virtue of 
their rulers, and to impair the confidence repoſed in them by their con- 
ſtituents. To this end, repeated attempts have been made to draw an 
abſurd and fanciful line of diſtinction between the Congreſs and the 
people, and to create ar. »pinion and a belief that their intereſts and 
views were different and oppoſed. Hence the ridiculous tales, the in- 
ridious inſinuations, and the whimſical ſuſpicions that have been for- 
ged and propogated by diſguiſed emiſſaries and traitors in the garb of 
patriots, Hence has proceeded the notable diſcovery that as the Con- 
greſs made the money they alſo can deſtroy it ; and that it will exiſt 
no longer than they find it. convenient to permit it. It is not ſurpriſing 
that in a free country, where the tongues and pens of ſuch people are 
and muſt be licenſed, ſuch political hereſies ſhould be inculcated and 


1. Uffuſed, but it is really aſtoniſhing that the mind of a ſingle virtuous 
re eitizen in America ſhould be influenced by them. It certainly can- 
Ir not be neceſſary to remind you that your repreſentatives here are cho- 
e- {en from among yourſelves ; that you are or ought be acquainted with 
or their ſeveral characters ; that they are ſent here to ſpeak your ſenti— 

ments, and that it is conſtantly in your power to remove ſuch as do 
is not, You ſurely are convinced that it is no more in their power to 
to- annihilate 


your money than your independence, and that any act of 


n- ( dbeirs for either of thoſe purpoſes would be null and void. 
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We ſhould pay an ill compliment to the underſtanding and honor 
of every true American, were we to adduce many arguments to ſhey 
the baſcneſs or bad policy of violating our national faith, or omitting 
to perſue the meaſures neceſſary to preſerve it. A bankrupt faithleſs 
republic would be a novelty in the political world, and appear amo 
reputable nations like a common proſtitute among chaſte and reſpeQahle 
matrons. The pride of America revolts from the idea: her citizens 
know for what purpoſes theſe emiſſions were made, and have repeat. 


edly plighted their faith for the redemption of them; they are to be. 


found in every man's poſſeſſion, and every man 1s interelted in their 
being redeemed ; they mutt therefore entertain a high opinion of Ame. 
rican credulity, who ſuppoſe the people capable of beheving, on due 
reflection, that all America will, againſt the faith, the honor and the 
intereſt of all America, be ever prevailed upon to countenance, ſupport 
or permit ſo ruinous ſo diſgraceful a meaſure. We are convinced that 
the efforts and arts of our enemies will not be wanting to draw us into 
this humiliating and contemptible ſituation. Impelled by malice, and 
the ſuggeſtions of chagrin and diſappointment, at not being able to 
bend our necks to their yoke, they will endeavour to force or ſeduce 
us to commit this unpardonable fin, in order to ſubject us to the puniſh. 
ment due to it, and that we may thenceforth be a reproach and a bye 
word among the nations. Apprized of theſe conſequences, knowing 
the value of national character, and impreſſed with a due ſenſe of the 
immutable laws of juſtice and honour, it is impoſhble that America 
ſhould think without horror of ſuch an execrable deed. 


If then neither our ability or inclination to diſcharge the public debt 


are juſtly queſtionable, let our conduct correſpond with this confidence, 
and let us reſcye our credit from its preſent imputations. Had the 
attention of America to this object been unremitted, had taxes been 
ſeaſonably impoſed and collected, had proper loans been made, had lays 
been paſſed and executed for puniſhing thoſe who maliciouſly endea- 
voured to injure the public credit; had theſe and many other things 
equally neceſſary been done, and had our currency, notwitſtanding all 
theſe efforts, diclined to its preſent degree of depreciation, our calc 
would indeed have been deplorable. But as theſe exertions have not 
been made, we may yet experience the good effects which naturally re. 
ſult from them. Our former negligences therefore ſhould now animate 
us with hope, and teach us not to deſpair of removing by vigilance 
and application theevils which fupineneſs and inattention have produces 
It has been already obſerved, that in order to prevent the furthe! 
natural depreciation of our bills, we have reſolved to ſtop the preſs, an6 
to call upon you for ſupplies by loans and taxes. You are in capaciſ 
to afford them, and are bound by the ſtrongeſt ties to do it. Leave vs 
not therefore without ſupplies, nor let in that flood of evils which woul 
follow from ſuch a neglect. It would be an event moſt grateful ' 
our enemies, and depend upon it they will redouble their artifices ? 
induſtry to compaſs it. Be therefore upon your guard, and exam 
well the policy of every meaſure and the evidence of every report * 
may be propoſed or mentioned to you before you adopt the one 07 s 
lieve the other. Recollect that it is the price of the liberty: “ 
peace and the ſafety of yourſelves and poſterity, that now is requires 
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that peace, liberty and [afety, for the attainment and ſecurity of which, 
you have fo often and ſo ſolemnly declared your readineſs to ſacrifice 
our lives and fortunes. The war, though drawing faſt to a ſucceſsful 
"Fac, ſtill rages. Diſdain to leave the whole bulineſs of your defence 
toyour ally. Be mindful that the brighteſt proſpects may be clouded, 
and that prudence bids us be prepared for every event. Provide, there- 
fore, for continuing your armies in the field till victory and peace ſhall 
lead them home, and avoid the reproach of permitting the currency to 
depreciate in your hands, when by yielding a part to raxes and loans, 
the whole might have been appreciated and preſerved. Humanity as 
well as juſtice makes this demand upon you, the complaints of ruined 
widows, and the cries of fatherleſs children, whole whole ſupport has 
deen placed in your hands and melted away, have doubtleſs reached 
vou; take care that they aſcend no higher. Rouſe, therefore; ſtrive 
who ſhall do moſt for his country ; re-kindle that flame of patriotiſm 
which at the mention of diſgrace and ſlavery blazed throughout Ame- 
rica, and animated all her citizens, Determine to finiſh the conteſt as 
you began it, honeſtly and gloriouſly. Let it never be ſaid that Ame- 
rica had no ſooner become independent than ſhe became inſolvent, or 
that her infant glories and growing fame were obſcured and tarniſhed 
by broken contracts and violated faith, in the very hour when all the 
nations of the earth were admiring and almoſt adoring the ſplendor of 
her riſing. 
By the unanimous order of Congreſs, 
Joun Jay, President. 
Philadelphia, September 13, 1779. | 
— 3 — — 
| TUESDAY, September 14, 1779. 

Mr. Jenifer, a delegate from the ſtate of Maryland, attended, and 
took his ſeat in Congreſs. 

A memorial of the proprietors of a tract of land called Indiana, 
bgned on behalf of the proprietors and as their agent by George Mor- 
gan, was read, ſtating © that on the 3d day of Nov. 1768, at a gene- 
ral Congreſs with the Six Nations and other Indians, held at Fort- 
Stanwix, in conſideration of the ſum of L. 85,916: 10 : 8, the amount 
of the value of the damages ſuſtained by the traders, the ſaid Six Uni- 
ted and Independent Nations, the true and abſolure owners and pro- 
prietors, did grant a tract of land called Indiana, deſcribed as follows, 
712, Beginning at the ſoutherly fide of the mouth of Little Kennawa— 
Creek, where it empties itſelf into the river Ohio, and running from 
thence ſouth-eaſt to the Laurel- Hill, thence along the Laurel-Hill until 
it ſtrikes the river Monongahela, thence down the ſtream of the ſaid river 
Monongahela, according to the ſeveral courſes thereof, to the ſouthern 
boundary line of the province of Pennſylvania, thence weſterly along the 
courſe of the ſaid province boundary line, as far as the ſame ſhall extend, 
and from thence by the ſame courſe to the river Ohio; thence down the 
laid river Ohio, according to the ſeveral courſes thereof, to the place of 
beginning: that the ſaid trac of land, thus obtained for ſo valuable a 
conſideration, and with every circumſtance of notoriety and authority 
that can give validity to any grant, was afterwards (as being included 
within the bounds of a larger tract of land called Yandalia,) by order 

Vor. V. NM 2 
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of the king of Great-Britain in council, before the declaration of the 
independency of theſe United States, ſeparated from the dominion 
which, in right of the crown, Virginia claimed over it. And therefore 
the memorialiſts are adviſed, that the ſaid tract of country cannot re. 
main ſubjeCt to the juriſdiction of Virginia or any particular ſtate, but 
of the whole United States in Congreſs aſſembled : that ſome adds of 
the ſtate of Virginia, Freaing the ſale of the lands in queſtion, to 
commence in October next, for the particular benefit of that ſtate, 
ſeem intended to prevent and defeat the interpoſition of Congreſs, and 
therefore praying this honourable houſe to take the diſtreſſed caſe of 
the memorialiſt into ſpeedy conſideration, and that ſuch order may he 


directed as may be thought proper to ſtay Virginia in the ſale of the 


lands in queſtion, till Virginia, as well as the memorialiſts, can be hear 
before this honourable houſe, and the whole rights of the owners of 
the tract of land called Vandalia, of which Indiana is a part, ſhall be 
aſcertained in ſuch a manner as may tend to ſupport the ſovereignty 
of the United States and the juſt rights of individuals therein,” 

Alſo a memorial of William Trent, in behalf of Thomas Walpole 
and his aſſociates, claiming a right to the tract of land called Vanda. 
lia, was read. 

A motion was made by Mr. Scudder, ſeconded by Mr. Fell, that 
the firſt memorial, ſigned by George Morgan, be referred to a con- 
mittee. 

On which the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Scudder, 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Langdon, no no 


Massacbusetts-Bay, Mr. Gerry, no 
Mr. Holten, 2 
Mr. Patridge, no 
Rhode-Island, Mr. Marchant, ay 
Mr. Collins, 4 ay 
Connecticut, Mr. Root, ay 
| Mr. Spencer, ay 8 V 
New-York, Mr. Fay, 895 
Mr. — ot divided. 
Neu- Jersey, Mr. Scudder, ay 
| Mr. Fell, Ay 
Mr. Houston, ay 
Fennsylvan ia, Mr. Shippen, ay 
Mr. Atlee, ay 
Mr. Searle, 3 * 
8 Mr. Mublenberg, ay 
Delaware, Mr. Dickinson, ay 
Mr. M*XKean, 4 * 
Maryland, Mr. Carmichael, ay 
Mr. Forbes, 42 
Mr. Fenifer, ay 
Virginia, Mr. Smith, no 
Mr. Griffin, no 
Mr. Fleming, . 
Mr. Mercer, no 


| 
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North-Carolina, Mr. Harnett, 44 
Mr. Sharpe, no F 

South-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, no 
Mr. Matthews, not no 


8o it was reſolved in the affirmative. 
Resolved, That the committee conſiſt of five, 
——_ CD — — 
WEDNESDAY, September 15, 1779. 

A letter, of this day, from the hon. ſieur Gerard, miniſter plenipo- 
tentiary of France, was read, deſiring in the courſe of this week an auy 
dience, in order that he may take his leave: 

Resolved, That Friday next be aſſigned for granting a private au- 
dience to the hon. ſieur Gerard, miniſter plenipotentiary of France, in 
order to his taking leave. 

Another letter of this day, from the ſaid miniſter plenipotentiary, 
was read, informing that “ he has conſtituted the ſieur James Wil- 
ſon advocate-general of the French nation, in order that he may be 
charged with all the cauſes and matters relative to navigation and 
commerce. | 

The committee on the treaſury brought in a report ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That a copy of col. Butler's letter of the 21ſt of Auguſt, 
which was encloſed in gen. Waſhington's letter of the 23d of the ſaid 
month, and referred to the board of treaſury, be tranſmitted to the au- 
ditors of the main army, who are directed to allow him 2316 dollars, 
the ſum mentioned in his letter, on his making oath to the facts ſet 
forth in the ſame. | 

Resolved, That all applications in future for monies for the uſe of 
the different departments under the direction of the board of war, be 
made to the treaſury by the pay-maſter of the ſaid board, who is inſtruc- 
ted to have them previouſly certified by the board of war ; and that 
for all ſums granted in conſequence of ſuch applications the ſaid pay- 
naſter be accountable, 

— —_—_  GMD_—__ 
THURSDAY, September 16, 1779. 

A memorial from capt. William Macpherſon was read ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That a brevet of major in the army of the United States 
de granted to William Macpherſon, and that while in actual ſervice 
ke receive the pay ahd ſubſiſtence of a major. 

Ordered, That major Macpherſon repair to the ſouthern army, and 
receive the orders of major-general Lincoln or the commanding-officer 
in that department for the time being. 

The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Muhlenberg, Mr. Marchant, and 
Mr. Smith, to whom a memorial from colonel Knobelauch was refer- 
red, brought in a report, Which was taken into conſideration; and, 
thereupon, 

Congreſs came the following reſolutions : 

* Resolved, That although colonel Knobelauch brought with him ve- 
'y reſpetable recommendations to a member of Congreſs and to ge- 
neral Waſhington, yet it is inconſiſtent with the arrangement of the 
army to employ him agreeable to his wiſhes. | 

Resolved, That Congreſs entertain a proper ſenſe of colonel Knobe- 


| 
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lauch's zeal for the cauſe of America, and that the ſum of 10,000 4g. 
lars be paid to colonel- Knobelauch, in order to defray his expenſes to 
Europe, and thoſe incurred during his reſidence in America, 

Resolved, That the order of the 26th of Auguſt, in favour of colo. 
nel Knobelauch, be cancelled, 

The board of war, to whom was referred the letter from major Wil. 
derſheime, brought in a report; whereupon, 

Resolved, That major Widderſheime be informed, that though Con- 
greſs entertain a proper ſenſe of his offer to enter into the fervice at 
theſe ſtates, yet it is impraCticable to employ bim in the line of the ar. 
my conſiſtent with the arrangement thereof. 

A letter, of this day, from William Palfrey, pay-maſter-general wa 
read, informing that John Baynton has reſigned the office of pay-maſ. 
ter for the weſtern diſtrict, and that it is neceſſary another perſon be 
appointed to ſucceed him; whereupon, 

Congreſs proceeded to an election; and, the ballots being taken, 

John Boreman was elected deputy pay-maſter for the weltern diſtriq, 
in the room of Mr. Jonn Baynton, reſigned. 

—— ————— 
Frinar, September 17, 1779. 
solved, That two members be appointed to introduce the miniſter 
to the private audience: 

The members choſen, Mr, Laurens and Mr. Jenifer. 

The miniſter being introduced, took his leave in a ſpeech, of which 
the following is a tranſlation : 

Gentlemen, 

The king my maſter having been pleaſed to attend to the repreſen- 
tations which my kill ſtate. of health obliged me to make to him, his 
majeſty has granted me leave to return. At the ſame time he has ta- 
ken care to ſend a new miniſter plenipotentiary to America, that there 
may be no interruption in his care to cultivate a mutual friendſhip, I 
mult leave it to the abilities of Monſ. the chevalier de la Luzerne to 
explain to you his majeſty's ſentiments, and confine myſelf at this time 
in teſtifying to you, gentlemen, the ſatisfaction I ſhall have in render- 
ing him an account of the occurrences which I have been witneſs ot 
for more than a year during my reſidence with you. His majeſty will 
thereby perceive the ſentiments with which your councils are animated 
and governed, your wiſdom, your firmneſs, your attachment to the al. 
liance, and your zeal for the proſperity of the common cauſe and the 
two nations reſpectively, He will ſee with pleaſure that that ineſtima- 
ble union, which conſtitutes the principal force and weight of the con- 
federacy, reigns among the United States; that the citizens are ſo far 
from being wanting in zeal and ſpirit to repel incurſions which can have 
no other object than a barbarous devaſtation, that there is not an Ame. 


rican, who is not ſenſible of the neceſſity of concurring to humble ſtill 


farther and weaken the common enemy, by efforts proportionate to the 
importance of happily terminating a glorious revolution, and of ſecur; 
ing as ſpeedily as poſſible to the United States of America, by a ſoli 
and honorable peace, the ineſtimable advantages of liberty and indepen. 
dence, which is the eſſential and fundamental objeſt of the alliance, a 
of the war kindled and rendered neceſſary by England. 
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It only remains for me, gentlemen, to offer you as a body and as 
individuals, the tribute of my thanks for the marks of confidence and 
eſteem, and alſo of attention which I have received from you; I have 
always endeavoured to deſerve them by the moſt ſincere and zealous 
attachment to the intereſts and dignity of the United States, as well 
as to the principles and ſentiments reſulting from the alliance. I have 
not been wanting 1n zeal for every thing that could have any relation 
to that object, and that could farther cement the connexions, whether 
political or perſonal, between the two nations. The moſt flattering re- 
compence of all my labours would be the teſtimony of your ſatisfaction. 

To which the preſident in behalf of Congreſs returned the following 
anſwer: 

.-. "SIR5 | | 

We receive with much concern the intimation you have given us, 

that the bad ſtate of your health obliges you to leave America : though 
at the ſame time we are ſenſible of the continued friendly care of his 
moſt Chriſtian majeſty in ſending a new miniſter plenipotentiary to 
theſe ſtates. 
' Great as our regret is in thus parting with you, yet it affords us 
pleaſure to think how well-dilpoſed you are to improve the favourable 
opportunities you will have on your return to France, of evincing to his 
majeſty the reality of thoſe ſentiments on our part, which may juſtly 
be termed the animating principles of the United States. 

By ſuch repreſentations the king will be aſſured, that the citizens 
of theſe ſtates obſerve, with the moſt lively ſatisfaction, the repeated 
inſtances of his amity for them ; that they regard the alliance as an 
ineſtimable connection, endeared to them by the purity of the motives 
on which it was founded, the advantages derived from it, and the bleſ- 
lings it promiſes to both nations; that their reſolution of ſecuring its 
eſſential objects, liberty and independence, is unalterable ; that they 
are determined by all the exertions in their power to advance the com- 
mon cauſe, and to demonſtrate that while they are attentive to their 
own intereſts, they as ardently deſire to approve themſelves not only 
faithful but affectionate allies. 

By a reſidence of more than a year near Congreſs, you are enabled 
to form a competent judgment of the difficulties we have had to en- 
counter as well as of our efforts to remove them. 

Sir, we ſhould be deficient in the reſpect due to diſtinguiſhed merit, 
it we ſhould fail to embrace this opportunity of teſtifying the high 
eſteem which you have obtained throughout this country by your pub- 
lic and private conduct, You have happily combined a vigilant devo- 
tion for the dignity and intereſt of our molt excellent and illuſtrious 
ally, with a zealous attachment to the honor and welfare of theſe ſtates. 

Your prudence, integrity, ability and diligence in diſcharging the 
eminent truſt repoſed in you, have ſecured our entire confidence, and 
now ſolicit from us the ſtrongeſt declarations of our ſatisfaction in 
your behaviour, | 

That you may be bleſſed with a favourable voyage, the approbation 
of your ſovereign, the perfec recovery of your health, and all happi- 
nefs, is among the warmeſt wiſhes of every member of this body. 

The marine- committee to whom was reterred the letter from admi- 
ral Arbuthnot, dated at New-York, the 39th of Avout, 1779, report, 
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«© That on an enquiry they find there is a perſon of the name of 
Willbank now in the priſon of this city, who was taken a pilot of the 
ſloop Hotham ; that there is alſo in the ſaid priſon a perſon of the 
name of Papley : that thoſe perſons, as well as other priſoners in ge. 
neral, are in comfortable rooms, provided with good proviſions, and 
indulged with the liberty of the yard at certain hours every day, and 
are not “ in cloſe and cruel confinement,” as is ſuggeſted in the admi. 
ral's letter : | 

Resolved, That the preſident return an anſwer to admiral Arbutk. 
not's letter, and encloſe him a copy of the foregoing report. 

The marine-committee, to whom was referred a letter of the 27th 
of Auguſt from governor Livingſton, encloſing a letter from Mr. Muſco 
Livingſton, report, : 

« That it is not eligible to employ Mr. Muſco Livingſton in the 
way he propoſed, and recommend that his letter and certificate be re. 
turned to goverhor Livingſton :” 

Resolved, That Congreſs agree to the ſaid report. 

On motion of Mr. Laurens, ſeconded by Mr. Armſtrong, 

Resolved, That in conſideration of the diſtinguiſhed merit of lieu. 
tenant-colonel Talbot, a commiſſion of captain in the navy of the 
United States be given him, but that his pay and rations as lieutenant. 
colonel ceaſe while actually employed in the navy; and that the ma. 
rine-committee be directed to provide a proper veſſel for him as ſoon 
as poſhble. | 

The committee on the treaſury brought in a report ; whereupon, 

Resalved, That 5,000,180 dollars be emitted on the faith of the 
United States, and under the direction of the board of treaſury, in 
bills of credit of the following denominations, viz. 


27,028 of 80 dollars - | 2,162,240 
27,028 do. 70 do. - - 1,891,960 
27,028 do. 20 do. - 540,560 
27,028 do. 5 do. - - 135,140 
27,028 do. 4 do. - 108,112 
27,028 do. 3 do. - — 81,084 
27,028 do. 2 do. - 54,056 
27,028 do. do. - . 27,028 

5,000,180 


That the faid bills, excepting the numbers, be of the {ame tenor 
and date as thoſe emitted the 17th day of July laſt, and be numbered 
from the laſt number in each reſpective denomination progreſſively, 

Resolved, That a farther ſum of 10,000,080 dollars, be emitted 


under the direction of the board of treaſury, and on the faith of tht 


United States, in bills of credit of the following denominations, viz. 


26,316 of 65 dollars, — 1,710,540 
26,316 of 60 do. - - 1,578,960 
26,316 of 55 do. - 1,447,380 
26,316 f -50 do. - 1,515,800 
26,316 of 45 do. - 1,184,220 
26,316 of 0 do. 15032, 640 
26,316 of 33 do. 1 921,060 
26,316 of 30 do. - 730, 480 


10,000,080 


1 4 - —— HAS 
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That the bills, excepting the numbers, be of the ſame tenor and 
late as the emiſſions directed on the 14th of January laſt, and be num- 
dered from the laſt number in every denomination progreſſively. 

Ordered, That the committee of commerce forthwith report a pro- 

r allowance for the commercial and other continental agents in theſe 
United States, and that the marine-committee and committee of com- 
merce direct their reſpective agents forthwith to render their accounts 
in order for ſettlement. 

The committee on the treaſury, to whom was referred the letter of 
the 8th, from the board of war, brought in a report ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That Congreſs entertain a juſt ſenſe of the exertions of 
the board of war in ſuperintending and directing the neceſſary pur- 
chaſes of clothing for the army, and of their conſtant attention to that 
important buſineſs, and that it is neceffary the board ſhould, for the 
preſent campaign, and until ſome more expedient arrangement can be 
adopted, provide by every means in their power and upon the beſt 
terms they are able, the neceſſary ſupplies of clothing as aforeſaid. 

The committee to whom was referred the petition of the commit- 
tees of Cumberland county, together with inſtructions from the ſenate 
and aſſembly of the ſtate of New-York to their delegates in Congreſs, 
and other papers accompanying the ſame, brought in a report. 
— • d—ꝙ 82 — 
Monpar, September 20, 1779. 

The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Laurens, Mr. Marchant, Mr. 
Holten, Mr. Harnett, Mr. Fitzhugh, appointed to correſpond with 
major-general Lincoln, and to whom was referred a letter of the 7th 
from general Waſhington, brought in a report; whereupon, 

Resolved, That it is expedient and neceſſary to detach the North- 
Carolina troops, now at or near Weſt-Point, to join the troops under 


the command of major-general Lincoln in S. Carolina, and that the 


pleaſure of Congreſs be ſignified thereon to the commander in chief. 

The ſecond paragraph being amended, a diviſion was called for; 
and on the queſtion to agree to the firſt clauſe, the yeas and nays be- 
required by Mr. Sharpe, 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Peabody, ay Say 


Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. Gerry, no 
Mr. Holten, ay I no 
Mr. Patridge, no 
Rbode-Tsland, Mr. Collins, no >no 
Connecticut, Mr. Huntington, ay 
1 Mr. Root, | 4 * 
New-York, Mr. Fay, 2 9 
Mr. 15555 5 divided. 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, ay 
Mr. Shippen, ay. 
Mr. Atlee, ay (© 
Mr. Mublenberg, ay 
Maryland, Mr. Carmichael, no 
| Mr. Forbes, no n- 


Mr. Fenifer, n 


1 
1 
vi 
14 
Fx 
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Virginia, Mr. Griff, ay 
Mr. Mercer, ay Lay 

Mr. Fitzhugh, ay 

North-Carolina, Mr. Harnett, ay 
Mr. Hewes, ay > ay 

Mr. Sharpe, ay 
South-Caroline, Mr. Laurens, ayd 
Mr. Maithews, 1 Y 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 
That three of the continental frigates or ſhips of war, now in the 


port of Boſton or elſewhere in the eaſtern-ſtates, be ordered to repair 


to South-Carolina, with all-poſhble expedition, after having received 
on board at ſuch place as the marine- committee ſhall appoint, as many 
of the North-Carolina troops, with ſtores and baggage, as the ſaid fri. 
gates or ſhips of war can ſafely accommodate, and taking under their 
protection one or more tranſport or tranſports, if neceſſary to be em- 
ployed for conducting ſuch of the ſaid troops and neceſſary ſtores for 
the voyage, as the three frigates or ſhips of war cannot conveniently 
receive or take on board. 

On the queſtion to agree to the latter clauſe, from the word dex. 
pedition,” the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Laurens, 


New- Hampsbire, Mr. Peabody, ay ay 


Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. Lovell, a 8 
4 Mr. Holten, = aivided. 
Connecticut, Mr. Root, ay Say 
New-York, Mr. Fay, no 
Mr. Lewis, 2 _ 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, ay} 
ä Mr. Atlee, ay Lay 
Mr. Mublenberg, ay 
Maryland. Mr. Carmichael, no 
| Mr. Forbes, no \ no 
Mr. Jenifer, ; 
Virginia, Mr. Smith, vo] 
80 Mr. Grin, ay 
Mr. Mercer, of 
| Mr. Fitzhugh, ay 
Vortb. Carolina, Mr. Harnett, ay 
Mr. Hewes, 2 
Mr. Sharpe, no 
Sort h- Carolina Mr. Laurens, ay) _ 
Mr. Matthews, 4 — 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 

Resolved, That the marine- committee be directed immediately te 
take order for hiring ſuch tranſports as ſhall be found neceſſary, and 
for diſpatching the ſaid frigates or ſhips of war with their convoy with. 
out delay : | 
That the commander in chief be directed to order the North - C: 
rolina troops to proceed to ſuch place or places as the marine-commit- 
tee {hall adviſe: 
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That the marine- committee be directed to give orders to the com- 
manding- officer of the frigates or ſhips of war going to S. Carolina, to 
confer and co-operate with major- general Lincoln or the commanding- | 
officer for the time being, till further orders from the marine- com- 
mittee : 

That the ſaid commanding-officer be directed to confer on all naval 
operations with the governor and executive council of the ſtate of S. 
Carolina, and that it be recommended to the ſaid ſtate to afford every { 
practicable and neceſſary aid and aſſiſtance for promoting and effe ctua- 1 | : 


ting ſuch purpoſes, | b; 
On the queſtion to agree to the whole ſet of reſolutions on the re- a 
port, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Gerry, 1 
New. Hampsbire, Mr. Peabody, ay Cay | i 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. Gerry, no i 14 
| Mr. Holten, ay I no by 
Mr. Patridge, no | 
Rbode-Tsland, Mr. Collins, ay >ay 1 
Connecticut, Mr. Noot, ay £4 # | 
New-York, Mr. Jay, no droided 1 | 
Mr. Lewis, pot. 2 88 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, ay} # 
Mr. Atlee, ay > ay [ 
Mr. Mublenberg, 20 
Maryland, Mr. Carmichael, no 1 
Mr. Forbes, no > no 
Mr. Jeniffer, no 
Virginia, Mr. Smitb, no 
Mr. Grifiin, ay 
Mr. Mercer, ay 7 
| Mr. Fitzhugh, ay 
Nortb-Caroelina, Mr. Harnett, ay) 
Mr. Hewes, ay , ay 1 
Mr. Sharpe, ay | | 
South-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, ay 1 


Mr. Matthews, ay 5 # 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative, | 
Resolved, That the report of the committee on the petition from 
Cumberland, &c. be referred to a committee of the whole. 


Wzspnesnpar, September 22, 1779. 


The committee of commerce having informed Congreſs that a prize, 
captured by a continental ſhip of war, is carried into Boſton, on board 
5 of which is a quantity of wine. 8 
5 Resolved, That the committee of commerce be directed to give or- 
ders for procuring a diviſion of the ſaid wine; and that the part thereof 
belonging to the continent be preſerved for the uſe of the army of 
the United States. 


Vor. V. N 2 
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Fripar, September 24, 1779, 

Congreſs took into conſideration reſolutions reported from the com. 
mittee of the whole, which were agreed to as follows: 

Whereas, on the firſt day of June laſt, Congreſs, by a certain reſo. 
lution reciting “ that whereas divers applications had been made to 
Congreſs on the part of the ſtate of New-York, and of the ſtate of 
New-Hampſhire, relative to diſturbances and animoſities among inha. 
bitants of a certain diſtrict known by the name of the New-Hampſhire 
Grants,“ praying their interference for quieting thereof, did reſolve; 
« that a committee be appointed to repair to the New-Hampſhire 
Grants, and enquire into the reaſons why they refuſe to continue ci. 
tizens of the reſpective ſtates which heretofore exerciſed Juriſdiction 
over the ſaid diſtria ; for that, as Congreſs are in duty bound, on the 
one hand, to preſerve inviolate the rights of the ſeveral ſtates, ſo, on 
the other, they will always be careful to provide that the juſtice due to 
the ſtates does not interfere with the juſtice which may be due to indi. 
viduals: that the ſaid committee confer with the ſaid inhabitants, and 
that they take every prudent meaſure to promote an amicable ſettle. 
ment of all differences, and prevent diviſions and animoſities ſo prejudi. 
cial to the United States:“ and did farther reſolve, “ that the farther 
conſideration of this ſubjeQ be poſtponed until the ſaid committee ſhall 
have made report.” | 

And whereas it ſo happened that a majority of the committee ap- 
pointed in purſuance of the aforementioned reſolution, did not meet 


in the ſaid diſtrict, and therefore have never executed the buſineſs com- 


mitted to them or made a regular report therupon to Congreſs : 

Ordered, That the ſaid committee be diſcharged. 

And whereas the animoſities aforeſaid have lately proceeded ſo far, 
and riſen ſo high as to endanger the internal peace of the United States, 
which renders it indiſpenſably neceſſary for Congreſs, to interpoſe for 
the reſtoration of quiet and good order, 

And whereas one of the great objects of the union of the United 
States of America is the mutual protection and ſecurity of their reſ- 
pective rights: and whereas it is of the laſt importance to the ſaid 


union, that all cauſes of jealouſy and diſcontent between the ſaid ſtates 


ſhould be removed; and therefore that their ſeveral boundaries and 
juriſdictions be aſcertained and ſettled: and whereas diſputes at pre. 
ſent ſubſiſt between the ſtates of N. Hampſhire, Maſſachuſetts-Bay and 
N. Vork, on the one part, and the people of a diſtrict of country called 
N. Hampſhire Grants, on the other, which people deny the juriſdiction 
of each of the {aid ſtates over the ſaid diſtri, and each of the ſaid ſtates 
claim the ſaid diſtrict againſt each other as well as againſt the ſaid peo- 
ple, as appertaining in the whole or in part to them reſpectively: 
Resolved unanimously, That it be, and hereby is moſt earneſtly te. 


commended to the ſtates of New-Hampſhire, Maſſachuſetts-Bay and 


New-York, forthwith to paſs l:ws, expreſsly authorizing Congrels to 
hear and determine all differences between them relative to their rel- 
pective boundaries, in the mode preſcribed by the articles of confed: 
ration, ſo that Congreſs may proceed thereon by the firſt day of Febr. 
ary next at the fartheſt : and further, that the ſaid ſtates of New- Ham- 
ſhire, Maſſachuſetts-Bay and New-York, do, by expreſs laws for the 
purpoſe, refer to the deciſion of Congreſs, all differences or diſputes re. 
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lative to juriſdiction, which they may reſpectively have with the peo- 

le of the diſtrict aforeſaid, ſo that Congreſs may proceed thereon on 
the firſt day of February next, and alſo to authorize Congreſs to pro- 
ceed to hear and determine all diſputes ſubſiſting between the gran- 
tees of the ſeveral ſtates aforeſaid, with one another or with either of 
the ſaid ſtates, reſpecting title to lands lying in the {aid diſtri, to be 
heard and determined in the mode preſcribed for ſuch caſes by the ar- 
ticles of confederation aforeſaid: and further, to provide that no 
advantage be taken of the non-performance of the conditions of any 
of the grants of the ſaid lands, but that further reaſonable time be al- 
lowed for fulfilling ſuch conditions. 

Resolved unanimously, That Congreſs will, and hereby do, pledge 
their faith to carry into execution and ſupport their deciſions and de- 
terminations in the premiſes, in favour of whichſoever of the parties 
the ſame may be, to the end, that permanent concord and harmony 
may be eſtabliſhed between them, and all cauſe of uneaſineſs removed. 

Resolved unanimously, That Congreſs will, on the ſaid firſt day of 
February next, proceed, without delay, to hear and examine into the 
diſputes and differences relative to juriſdiction aforeſaid, between the 
ſaid three ſtates reſpectively, or ſuch of them as ſhall paſs the Jaws be- 
fore-mentioned on the one part, and the people of the diſtrict aforeſaid 
who claim to be a ſeparate juriſdiction on the other; and, after a full 
and fair hearing, will decide and determine the ſame according to 
equity ; and that neither of the ſaid ſtates ſhall vote on any queſtion 
relative to the deciſion thereof. And Congreſs do hereby pledge their 
faith to execute and ſupport their decilions and determinations in the 
premiſes. _ 

And whereas it is eſſential to the intereſt of the whole confederacy, 
that all inteſtine diſſentions be carefully avoided, and domeſtic peace 
and good order maintained : | | 

Resolved unanimously, "That it is the duty of the people of the diſ- 
trict aforeſaid, who deny the juriſdiction of all the afore- named ſtates, 
to abſtain in the mean time from exerciling any power over any of the 
inhabitants of the ſaid diſtrict who profeſs themſelves to be citizens of, 
or to owe allegiance to, any or either of the ſaid ſtates : but that 
none of the towns, either on the eaſt or weſt fide of Connecticut river, 
be conſidered as included within the ſaid diſtri, but ſuch as have 
heretofore actually joined in denying the juriſdiction of either of the 
laid ſtates, and have aſſumed a ſeparate juriſdiction which they call the 
ſtate of Vermont. And further, thar in the opinion of Congreſs, the 
laid three ſtates afore- named ought, in the mean time, to ſuſpend exe- 
cuting their laws over any of the inhabitants of the ſaid diſtri, ex- 
cept ſuch of them as ſhall profeſs allegiance to, and confeſs the juriſ- 
diction of, the ſame reſpeQtively. And further, that Congreſs will con- 
lider any violences committed againſt the tenor, true intent and mean» 
ing of this reſolution as a breach of the peace of the confederacy, 
which they are determined to keep and maintain. And to the end, 
that all ſuch violences and breaches of the public peace may be the 
better avoided in the ſaid diſtrict, it is hereby recommended to all the 
inhabitants thereof, to cultivate harmony and concord among them- 
elves, to forbear vexing each other at law or otherwiſe, and to give 
is little occaſion as poſſible to the interpoſition of magiſtrates. 
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Resolved unanimously, That in the opinion of Congreſs, no unappr(. 
priated lands or eſtates which are or may be adjudged forfeited or cox. 
fiſcated, lying in the ſaid diſtrict, ought, until the final deciſion of 
Congreſs in the premiſes, to be granted or ſold, 

Ordered, That copies of the aforegoing reſolutions be ſent by ex. 
preſs to the ſtates of New-York, New-Hampſhire and Maſſachuſett,. 
Bay, and to the people of the diſtri aforeſaid, and that they be reſpec. 
tively deſired to loſe no time in appointing their agent or agents and 
otherwiſe preparing for the hearings aforeſaid. 

The aforeſaid reſolutions being read over, and a queſtion taken ts 


agree to the whole, 5 


Re solved, unanimouſly in the affirmative. 

Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of the report of the committee, 
conſiſting of Mr. Paca, Mr. Atlee, Mr. Dickinſon, to whom were re. 
f-rred a letter of the 23d of Auguſt from general Waſhington, and the 
papers therein encloſed ; whereupon, | 

Nes ved, That the thanks of Congreſs be given to his excellency 
g=2ecal Wallington, for ordering, with ſo much wiſdom, the late attack 
on ths enemy's fort and works at Powles-Hook. 

Resolved, That the thanks of Congreſs be given to major-genen 
lord Stirling, for the judicious meaſures taken by him to forward the 
enterprize and to ſecure the retreat of the party. 

Resolved, That the thanks of Congreſs be given to major Lee, for 
the remarkable prudence, addreſs and bravery diſplayed by him on the 
occaſion ; and that they approve the humanity ſhewn in circumſtances 
prompting to ſeverity, as honorable to the arms of the United States, 
and correſpondent to the noble principles on which they were aſſumed, 

Resolved, That Congreſs entertain a high ſenſe of the diſcipline, 
fortitude and ſpirit manifeſted by the officers and ſoldiers under the 
command of major Lee, in the march, action and retreat; and while 
with ſingular ſatisfaction they acknowledge the merit of theſe gallant 
men, they feel an additional pleaſure by conſidering them as part of 
an army, in which very many brave officers and ſoldiers have proved, 
by their cheerful performance of every duty under every difficulty, that 
they argently wiſh to give the truly glorious examples they now receive, 

Resolved, That Congreſs juſtly eſteem the military cantion ſo hap- 
pily combined with daring activity by lieutenants MCalliſter and Hu- 
dolph, in leading on the forlorn hope. | | 

Resolved, That a medal of gold, emblematical of this affair, be 
truck, under the direction of the board of treaſury, and preſented to 
major Lee... 

Resolved, That the brevet and the pay and ſubſiſtence of captain, be 
given to lieutenant MCalliſter and to lieutenant Rudolph reſpeCively. 

A motion having been made, that the ſum of 100 dollars for ever 
priſoner be put into the hands of major Lee, to be by him diſtributed 
among the non-commiſſioned officers and ſoldiers of his detachmen! 
in ſuch manner as the commander in chief ſhall direct. 

- On the queſtion to agree thereto, the yeas and nays being required 


by Mr. Jay, | 
New- Hampshire, Mr. Peabody, ay Say 
Massac busetts-Bay, Mr. Holten, a 4 
Mr. Patridge, 4 
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Rhode- Island, Mr. Collins, 
Connecticut, Mr. Huntington, 
Root, 
New-York, | Fay, 
| Lewis, 
New-Fersey,. Houston, 
PennsyBoania, | Armstrong, 
« Shippen, 
AMublenberg, 
Delaware, Dickinson, 
Maryland, Ir. Carmichael, 
x 's Forbes, 
| Jenifer, 
Virginia, Smith, 
Griffin, 
Fleming, 
Mercer, 
Fitzbugh, 
Nortb-Carolina, Harnett, 
| Hewes, 
Sbarpe, 
South-Carolina, Laurens, 
Matthews, 


So the ſtates were equally divided, and the queſtion loſt, 

On motion of Mr. Atlee, ſeconded by Mr. Laurens, 

Resolved, That the ſum of 15,000 dollars be put into the hands of 
major Lee, to be by bim diſtributed among the non- commiſſioned offi- 
cers and ſoldiers of the detachment he commanded at the attack and 
furprize of Powles-Hook, in ſuch manner as the commander in chief 
ſhall direct. 5 | 1 ; 

A letter of major Aug. des Epiniers was read, praying, as circum- 
ances prevented his making uſe of the leave of abſence which Congreſa 
were pleaſed to grant him in December laſt, that the ſame be now re- 
newed ; whereupon, | * | 

Resolved, That major Aug. des Epiniers have leave of abſence for 
ix months, to commence from the time of his leaving America. 

On motion of Mr. Mercer, ſeconded by Mr. Forbes, 

Resolved, That the pay and ſubſiſtence of captains he allowed to 
ſieutenants Gibbons and Knox, the officers who lead on the forlorn 
hope in the late attack on Stoney-Point, and alſo to Mr. Archer, the 
hearer of the general's letter and volunteer aid, to commence from the 
late of their reſpective commiſſions of brevets, voted by Congreſs the 
«6th day of July laſt. | 

| SATURDAY, September 25, 1779. 

The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Houſton, Mr. Matthews, Mr. 
Huntington, to whom was referred intelligence communicated by the 
hon, Mr. Gerard, miniſter plenipoteutiary of France, brought in a 
report ; whereupon, 


Resolved, That the preſident return Mr. Gerard the following an- 
ver: | 1 855 


— 


——— HD— 


JET 


— 


. 


2 
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SIN, - | 

Congreſs feel themſelves obliged by your communication of the 7th 
inſt. and are happy that Mr. Gerard will be able to contradiR, from 
the fulleſt evidence, every inſinuation which may be made prejudicia 
to the faith and honour of the United States. 

— > — 
Movbar, September 27, 1779. 

Resolved, That a member be added to the committee appointed t; 
ſuperintend the quarter-maſter and commiſſary-general's departments 
and that another be elected in the room of Mr. Whipple, who is ab. 
ſent: 

The members choſen, Mr. Jenifer and Mr. Mercer. 

Resolved, That a member be elected for the board of war, in the 
room of Mr, Spencer, who is abſent. 

The member choſen, Mr. Root. 

A letter, of this day, from lieutenant-colonel Fleury, was read, de. 
ſiring that he may be indulged with a furlough to reviſit his native 
country ; and accompanied with a letter of the 23d, in his favour, 
from general Waſhington, under a flying ſeal, directed to the pref. 
dent of Congreſs : 

Resolved, That lieutenant-colonel Fleury have leave of abſence for 
nine months, to commence from the time of his departure from Ame- 
rica. 

Ordered, On the requeſt of lieutenant-colonel Fleury, that the letter 
from general Waſhington in his favour be delivered to him. 

. — 
Tuꝝsbar, September 28, 1779. 

Congreſs having appointed the hon. John Jay, Eſq; their miniſter 
pleniporentiary to negociate a treaty of amity and commerce and of al- 
liance between the United States of America and his Catholic majelty, 
and he having ſignified his acceptance of that office, and, thereupon, 


reſigned the chair, 


Resolved, That Congreſs proceed to the choice of a preſident: 

Congreſs accordingly proceeded to an election; and, the ballots be- 
ing taken and counted, 

The hon, Samuel Huntington, Eſq; was elected. 

The committee on the treaſury having reported, that by a letter ol 
of this day's date from the board of war, they are informed that major. 
general Phillips and ſundry other officers of the convention troops 
with their families, are on their way to New-York : 

Resolved, That it is highly improper, under the preſent circuwſan 
ces of our affairs, to permit any of the officers or perſons aforeſaid t 
go into New-York ; and the board of war are hereby directed to de- 
tain them until the further order of Congreſs. 

Ordered, That a copy of the above reſolution be forwarded to tht 
commander in chief, ON | 

Ordered, That Mr. Smith have leave of abſence. 

Ordered, That Mr. Fleming have leave of abſence. s 

Resolved, That three members be elected for the marine-committes 
in the room of Mr, Whipple, Mr. Huntington and Mr Fleming: 

The members choſen, Mr. Langdon for New. Hampſhire 3 Mr. 
Root for ConneCticut ; Mr. Mercer for Virginia. 


Mr. 
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WzDNnzESDaAr, September 29, 1779. 

Mr. Sherman, one of the delegates for Connecticut, attended, and 
took his ſeat. | 

A letter, of this day, from Gideon Olmſtead, was read : 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed on the memorial of Gide- 
on Olmftead, and to confer with a committee of the general aſſembly 
of the ſtate of Pennſylvania, relative to carrying into execution the 
decree of the court of appeals concerning the floop Active: 

The members choſen, Mr. Root, Mr. Paca and Mr. Laurens. 

Ordered, That a copy of the above reſolution be tranſmitted to the 
ſpeaker of the general aſſembly of the ſtate of Pennſylvania ; and that 
he be requeſted to procure a committee of that houſe to be appointed 
to confer with the above committee. | 

The committee on the treaſury brought in a report ; 

Whereas on the 23d day of Auguſt laſt, the delegates of the ſtate 
of Virginia repreſented to Congreſs, that application was made to the 
faid delegates by the board of trade in that ſtate, to procure, on ac- 
count of the ſtate, a ſum of continental money, to be paid into the 
hands of John Moſs, Eſq; agent for the ſaid ſtate in the city of Phila- 
delphia, for the purpoſe of purchaſing ſupplies of clothing and other 
neceſſaries for the immediate uſe of the troops of that ſtate in the con- 
tinental army; and that it was propoſed by the ſaid board of trade, to 
repay the money by anſwering the bills or orders of the treaſury, for 
the amount of the ſum borrowed payable in the ſaid ſtate, or otherwiſe 
as Congreſs may direct: and whereas a warrant was accordingly iſſu- 
ed by Congreſs on the continental treaſurer, in favour of the ſaid John 
Moſs, Eſq; for 400,000 dollars, the ſaid ſtate to be accountable : 

Ordered, That a warrant iſſue on the board of trade of Virginia, 
in favour of Jeremiah Wadſworth, commiſſary-general of purchaſes, 
to be paid to the order of his aſſiſtants, Chaloner & White, for 400,000 
dollars, to reimburſe a like fum lent to the ſaid ſtate as aforeſaid ; the 
ſaid Jeremiah Wadſworth to be accountable. 

Resolved, That the daily pay of Robert Patton, mefſenger, and 
William Hurrie, door-keeper of Congreſs, be encreaſed to eight dol- 
lars, from the 1ſt of May laſt, and that in future they be allowed ten 
dollars per day, until the further order of Congreſs, 

Congreſs proceeded to the election of a perſon to examine the ac- 
counts of the ſeveral commiſſioners, commercial agents and others in 
Europe, entruſted with the public money of theſe United States; and, 
the ballots being taken, 

Mr. Joſhua Johnſon was elected, having been previouſly nominated 
by Mr. Jenifer. | | 

The delegates for the ſtate of Virginia, to whom was referred a let- 
terof the 27th from the board of war, with the letters encloſed, brought 
in a report; whereupon, | 

Resolved, That copies of the letters before-mentioned, be forth- 
Vith tranſmitted to the governor of Virginia, and that it be recom- 
mended to the executive authority of that ſtate, to ſuperintend the 
ſtationing and ſafe keeping of the convention troops, in caſe any in- 
ralion ſhall be made on that ſtate, and that the ſaid executive autho- 
ity do, from time to time, as occaſion may require, adviſe the board 
of war of their proceedings in that buſineſs. 


— wb " 4 
——_— — 
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THURSDAY, September 30, 1779, 
The committee on the departments of the quarter-maſter and con. 


miſſary-general, conſiſting of Mr. Root, Mr. Jenifer, Mr. Mercer, to | 
whom were referred the letters of the 24th of Auguſt from general 
Waſhington, and the 5th of September from J. Wadſworth, brought 

in a report ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That Mr. J. Bradford, continental agent at Boſton, be 
directed to ſell and deliver out of the ſtores of theſe United State; tl 
there, to the ſtate of New-York, on or before the Iſt day of January dt 
next, or to ſuch perſon or perſons as ſhall be authorized by them for fo 
the purpoſe, any quantity of ſugar and rum not exceeding 500 hogl. 
heads of the former, and 50 hogſheads of the latter, at the current lie 
wholeſale price of thoſe articles in caſh : and that it be recommended 
to the legiſlature or the executive powers of the ſaid ſtate, to cauſe the m 
ſaid rum and ſugar to be ſold and diſtributed among the people in ſuch ha 
manner, as that all may partake of the benefit intended them, and u mi 
no higher price than will raiſe the amount of the prime coſt and charges: to 


That the marine-committee be directed to give the neceſſary orden 
to enable the commiſſary-general to performhis engagements aAually 
made with the people for ſugar, &c. | 

On paſſing this reſolution, the yeas and nays being required by Mr, 


Peabody, du 

New-Hampsbire, Mr. Peabody, wy 

Mr. Langdon, no? 
Aassachusetts-Bay, Mr. Lovell, ”þ | 
Mr. Holten, ay > ay to 
g | Mr. Patridge, - ay | 
Rhode-Island, Mr. Marchant, no no der 
Connecticut, Mr. Sherman, ay ls t 
Mr. Huntington, ay ay a 
| Mr. Root, ay) all 
New-Tersey, Mr. Fell, ay? fal 
| Mr. Houston, 4 JS tle 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, ay} the 
Mr. Atlee, 42 afo 
Mr. Wynkoop, ay ton 
Maryland, es Forbes, _ Jivided. ” 
r. Jenifer, ay 

Virginia, Mr. Gritin ay 4 
Mr. Mercer, ay ay the 
Mr. Fitzhugh, ay tho! 
North-Carolina, Mr, Harnett, ay} ng 
| Mr. Hewes, 5 ther 
Mr. Sharpe, ay 2 . 
Sout h- Carolina, Mr. Laurens, 25 - * 
Mr. Matthews, ay$ 7 0 
So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 1 
That the commiſſary-general be informed, that although the pet? and 
fity of the caſe may juſtify his uſing the expedient in this inſtanct 0 
yet Congreſs cannot approve of his making any purchaſes in ordini X 


caſes, otherways than for money: . 
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Resolved, That a member be added to the committee on the trea- 
fury, in the room of Mr. Carmichael : 

The member choſen, Mr. Sherman. 

— CD — 
Frernar, October 1, 1779. 

A letter from the marine- committee was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the marine- committee, and that 
they be directed to prepare and report a plan of regulations for con- 
ducting the naval affairs of the United States, and that the committee 
formerly appointed for that purpoſe be diſcharged. 

The board of war, to whom was referred their report reſpecting 
lieutenant-colonel Fleury, brought in a report; whereupon, 

Resolved That Congreſs entertain a high ſenſe of the zeal, activity, 
military genius and gallantry of heutenant-colonel Fleury, which he 
has exhibited on a variety of occaſions during his ſervice in the ar- 
mies of theſe ſtates, wherein, while he has rendered eſſential benefit 
to the American cauſe, he has deſervedly acquired the eſteem of the 
army and gained unfading reputation for himſelf. | 

On motion of Mr. Fell, ſeconded by Mr. Matthews, | 

Resolved, That the thanks of Congreſs be given to the hon. John 
Jay, Eſq; late preſident, in teſtimony of their approbation of his con- 
duct in the chair, and the execution of puplic buſineſs. 

: — JD —— 

S4TURDAT, October 2, 1779. 

On motion of Mr. Gerry, ſeconded by Mr. Peabody, Congreſs came 
to the following reſolution : 

Whereas in the firſt reſolution of Congreſs of the 24th of Septem- 
der laſt, relative to a diſtrict of country called New-Hampſhire Grants,” 
is the following clauſe, viz. ; h 

% And alſo to authorize Congreſs to proceed to hear and determine 
all diſputes ſubſiſting between the grantees of the ſeveral ſtates afore- 
laid with one another, or with either of the ſaid ſtates, reſpecting ti- 
tle to lands lying in the ſaid diſtrict, to be heard and determined in 
the mode preſcribed for ſuch caſes by the articles of confederation 
aforeſaid :” and whereas no proviſion is made in the ſaid articles of 
confederation for hearing and determining diſputes between any ſtate 
and the grantees of any other ſtate : | 

Resolved unanimously, That the clauſe above recited be repealed. 

Resolved unanimously, That it be, and hereby is recommended to 
the ſtates of N. Hampſhire, Maſſachuſetts-Bay and N. York, to au- 
thorize Congreſs to proceed to hear and determine all diſputes ſubſiſt- 
ing between the grantees of the ſeveral ſtates aforeſaid, with one ano- 
ther, or with either of the ſaid ſtates, reſpecting title to lands lying 
in the ſaid diſtrict, to be heard and determined by “ commiſſroners or 
judges,” to be appointed in the mode preſcribed by the 9th article of 
the confederation aforeſaid. | 

Ordered, That a copy of the preceding reſolves he tranſmitted ta 
the ſaid ſtates of N. Hampſhire, Maſſachuſetts-Bay and N. York, 
and alſo to the inhabitants of the New-Hampſhire Grants. » 


On a repreſentation from the executive of Virginia, to the execn- 


— 
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tive of Maryland, which was communicated to Congreſs by the de. 
legates of Maryland ; 

And on motion of Mr, Paca, ſeconded by Mr. Forbes, 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the governor and council of 
Maryland to permit as much bread, flour and wheat to be exported ſor 
the ſtate of Virginia, as the ſaid ſtate may want for its public ſupply, 

— • 7 — 
Mo xvpaAr, October 4, 1779, 

Mr. Vandyke, one of the delegates for Delaware, attended, aud 

took his ſeat. | 


A letter, of the 30th of Sept. from general Waſhington, was read: 


On motion of Mr. Forbes, ſeconded by Mr. Pacay 
| Resolved, That colonel Clarke be directed to halt the North-Caro. 
lina troops at Trenton, till farther orders. | 

A letter, of the 29th of Sept. from gen. Waſhington, was read, en. 
cloſing a letter of the 28th of the ſaid month, from baron de Frey, 
captain in brigadier count Pulaſki's legion, was read; and alſo a ne. 
morial of captain Charles de Frey, requeſting leave of abſence for eight 
months, to reviſit his native country ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That captain Charles de Frey have leave of abſence for 
eight months. 

Resolved, That a perſon be appointed ſecretary te the board of ord. 
nance, and pay-maſter to the board of war and ordnance ; and that he 
be allowed the ſame pay as a commiſſioner of the chambers of account, 

— CY GMM_— 
| WEDNESDAY, October 6, 1779. | 

Mr. G. Morris, a delegate for New-York, attended, and took his 
ſeat in Congreſs. | 

According to order, Congreſs was reſolved into a committee of the 
whole, on the ſubje& of finance; and after ſome time, the preſident 
reſumed the chair, and Mr. Jenifer reported, that the committee have 
come to ſundry reſolutions which he was ordered to report, and farther 
to delire leave to ſit again: % | 
The report being received was read. 

A letter, of this day, from general Arnold, was read : 

On motion of Mr. Morris, ſeconded by Mr. Gerry, | 

Ordered, That the preſident inform general Arnold that his appl. 
cation ought to be made to the executive authority of the ſlate of 
Pennſylvania, in whoſe diſpoſition to protect every honeſt citizen Con, 
greſs have full confidence, and highly diſapprove the inſinuations of 
every individual to the contrary. 

Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of the report of the committee: 
of the whole ; and thereupon, | 

Resolved, That, in addition to the ſums required by the reſolutions 
of Congreſs of the 22d November, 1777, and 2d January aud 21 
May, 1779, the ſeveral ſtates be called on to raiſe, in ſuch manner 
they may judge expedient, ſufficient ſums to enable them to pay int 
the continental treaſury or to the order of Congreſs, on the Iſt day ol 
February next, and on the 1ſt day of each ſucceeding month, untl 
the Iſt day of October next, incluſive, their reſpective proportions © 
15,000,000 of dollars : 85 | . 

That all ſums which may be ſo paid by any of the ſtates during the 
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continuance of the war, ſhall be paſſed to their refpective credits, on 
the terms preſcribed by the 1ſt article of a reſolution of Congreſs of 
the 22d of November, 1777 : 

And that the ſeveral ſtates be reſpectively charged with the annual 
intereſt of {ix per centum on all deficiencies in the payment of the 
ſeveral quotas which have been or may be required of them : 

On paſſing this clauſe, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. 
Laurens, 


| New-Hampsbire, Mr. Peabody, vt 
Mr. Langdon, ay Y 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. Gerry, ay 
Mr. Lovell, ay 
Mr. Holten, ay * 
b Mr. Patridge, no 
, Rhode-Island, Mr. Marchant, ay gay 


Mr. Huntington, ay 


Connecticut, Mr. Sherman, ay 
oy 
Mr. Root, no 


I New-York, Mr. Morris, ay 
| Mr. Lewis, ay * 
. New- Jersey, Mr. Fell, a 
0 7 Mr. Houston, 4 2 
A Pennsylvania, Mr. Armstrong, no 
Mr. Atlee, 20 
Mr. Wynkoop, ay 
is Delaware, Mr. Vandyke, ay >ay 
Maryland, Mr. Forbes, 412 , 
he Mr. Fenifer, Mt * 
nt Virginia, Mr. Griffin, ay 
ve Mr. Mercer, ay Lay 
er Mr. Fitzbugh, ay 
Nortb-Carolina, Mr. Harnett, no 
Mr. Sharpe, no F 9 
South-Carolina, Mr, Laurens, no 
Mr. Matthews, 2 * 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 

Resolved, That the encourage ment offered by the reſolution of Con- 
preſs of the 29th of June laſt, for promoting loans, be extended to all 
ſums which may be paid into the continental loan-offices on or before 
the iſt day of March next, to the amount of the blank loan-office cer- 
licates which are already ordered to be ſtruck by Congreſs : 

That any perſon ſubſcribing 10,000 dollars or upwards, ſhall be 
allowed to pay one half thereof within 14 days after the ſubſcription, 
and the reſidue at the end of two months after the firſt payment, the 
Whole to bear intereſt from the time of the firſt payment, if the other 
is punctually made. 

Resolved. That a committee of one member from each ſtate be ap- 
pointed to conſider and report the ſums to be paid into the continental 
treaſury by the reſpective ſtates, to make up the 15,000,000 required 
in the foregoing reſolutions: | 


= — — — 
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The members choſen, Mr. Houſton, Mr. Vandyke, Mr. Gerry, Mr. 
Laurens, Mr. Marchant, Mr. Harnett, Mr. Peabody, Mr. Sherman 
Mr. Mercer, Mr. Atlee, Mr. Jenifer and Mr. Morris, g 

— 22. 
THURSDAY, October 7, 1779. 

A letter, of the 5th, from R. Bache, poſt-maſter-general, was read; 

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee on the poſt- office; 
and that three members be elected for that committee, in the room of 

Mr. S. Adams, Mr. Ellery and Mr. R. H. Lee, who are abſent : 
The members choſen, Mr. Griffin, Mr. Holten and Mr. Houſton, 

On motion of Mr. Gerry, ſeconded by Mr. Morris, 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the ſeveral ſtates to direg 
their treaſurers to tranſmit to Congreſs, on the firſt day of every month, 
returns of the ſums which they may have reſpectively received for (up. 
plying the continental treaſury ; that the money mentioned therein be 
credited from the reſpective dates of the returns, and that the ſame be 
entered on the journals of Congrels, 

The committee appointed to apportion the quotas of the reſpeQtive 
ſtates, brought in a report; whereupon, | 

Resolved, That the quotas of the ſeveral ſtates to make up the month. 
ly aſſeſſment of 15,000,000 of dollars, to be paid the firſt day of Fe. 
bruary next, and theefirſt day of each ſucceeding month, to the fil 
day of October next, inclufive, be as follows: 


New-Hampſhire 400,000 dollars. 
Maſſachuſetts-Bay, 2,300,000 do. 
Rhode-Iſland, &c. 200, 000 do. 
Connecticut, 1,700,000 do. 
New-York, 750,000 do. 
New-Jerſey, 900,000 do. 
Pennſylvania, 2,300,000 do. 
Delaware, 170,000 do. 
Maryland, 1,580,000 do. 
Virginia, 2,500,000 do. 
North-Carolina, 1,000,000 do, 
South-Carolina, 1,200,000 do, 


15,000,009 

Georgia being invaded, is hereafter to raiſe its proportion. 

On motion of Mr. Houſton, ſeconded by Mr. Morris, 

Resolved, That neither the preſent nor any former apportionment 
of quotas of taxes to the ſeveral ſtates be conſidered as a precedent- 

— ib — 
Fripar, October 8, 1779. ; 

Congreſs proceeded to the election of a committee on the memori 
of George Morgan, agreeable to the order of the 14th of September 
laſt; and, the ballots being taken, | 

The members choſen, were Mr. Witherſpoon, Mr. Jenifer, Mt 


Atlee, Mr. Sherman and Mr. Peabody. | 
| Ordered, That the petition of William Trent, in behalf of Thoms 
Walpole and his aſſociates, be referred to the foregoing committee 
On motion of Mr, Mercer, ſeconded by Mr. Griffin, 


riß 


wl 
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Resolved, That it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee to enquire 
into the foundation of the objection, formerly made by the Virginia 
delegates upon the reading of the ſaid petition and memorial, to the ju- 
riſdiction of Congreſs on the ſubject matter of the ſaid papers, and firſt 
report the facts relating to that point. 

SATURDAY, October 9, 1779. 

A letter, of the 2d, from general Waſhington, was read, encloſing 
an extract of a letter from general Gates of the 24th of September; 
whereupon, | 

Resolved, That general Waſhington be informed, in anſwer to his 
letter of the 2d inſt. that the ſubſiſtence-money granted by the act of 
the 18th of Aug. extends only to the officers and privates of the conti- 
nental army; and that the militia who are or may be called out, are 
only to receive the ſubſiſtence granted previous to the act aforeſaid. 

Resolved, That the preſident of Delaware, and the governors of 
Maryland and South-Carolina re ſpectively be, and they are hereby re- 
queſted and authorized. to draw on the ſeveral treaſurers in thoſe 
ſtates, for ſuch ſums of money as ſhall be found neceſſary for paying 
the amount of purchaſes of flour and rice which ſhall be made under 
the direction of a committee of the delegates of the ſaid ſtates, in pur- 
ſuance of a reſolution of Congreſs of the 8th inſt. ſuch ſums to be 
drawn from the money ariſing from taxes raiſed and to be raiſed and 
paid into the ſeveral treaſuries of the ſaid ſtates, on the firſt day of Ja- 
nuary, 1780, tranſmitting to Congreſs, as early as poſſible, an account 
of the ſums ſo drawn from the treaſurers. | 

The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Hill, Mr. Witherſpoon and Mr. 
Atlee, to whom was referred a memorial of Timothy Taylor and John 
Thomſon, report, | 

© That they have examined the papers referred to them, and find 
ſufficient vouchers to prove that there was taken by colonel Stewart, 
by order of general Waſhington, from the fulling-mill of Thomas 
Jenks, in Bucks county, Pennſylvania, cloth amounting in value to the 
lum of 7467 dollars: whereupon, 

Resolved, That a warrant iſſue on the treaſurer in favour of Henry 
Wynkoop, Eſq; one of the delegates for Penniylvania, for the above 
ſum of 7467 dollars, to be put into the hands of Thomas Jenks, and 
by him paid to the owners of the ſaid cloth. | 

The ſame committee to whom was alſo referred the petition of John 
Hart, Eſq; report, 

* That they have examined the papers referred to them, and find 
ufficient vouchers to prove that a large quantity of cloth was, by order 
ot general Waſhington, taken from the fulling-mill of John Hart, 
kept by Francis Gaſpar ; that a part of the ſaid cloth was ſold in ge- 
neral Mifflin's office, amounting to the value of 134 dollars; that the 
cloth, of the re-delivery of which there is no evidence, amounted in va- 
de to 1067 dollars; whereupon, 

Resolved, That general Mifflin be directed to pay the above ſum of 
13489 dollars, to Dr. J. Witherſpoon, one of the delegates for the 
ite of New-Jerſey ; and that a warrant iſſue on the treaſurer to pay to 
the ſaid Dr, J. Witherſpoony 1067 dollars, to be delivered to Jacob 
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Bergen, Eſq; juſtice of the peace in the county of Somerſet, Ney. 
Jerſey, and by him paid to the ſeveral perſons whoſe cloth is contain. 
ed in the miller's account; taking an oath of each of them before 
payment, that they had not before received their ſeveral pieces, 

The committee, conſiſting of Mr, Laurens, Mr. Gerry, Mr. Hun. 
tington, Mr, Witherſpoon and Mr. Morris, appointed to prepare the 
draught of a circular letter to accompany the reſolutions relative to 
finance, reported the ſame : 

The draught being read, was agreed to as follows : 

SIR, 

J have the honour to tranſmit your excellency ſundry reſolutions of 
Congreſs of the 6th and 7th inſt. for ſupplying the continental trez. | 
ſury, and to requeſt the earlieſt communication of them to the legiſſa. 
tive authority of your ſtate. | 

The money which Congreſs are at liberty to emit, will probably he 
expended in the beginning of December next, and ſubſequent ſupplies 
muſt be furniſhed by the ſtates. This evinces the neceſſity of the punc. 
tual payments of their reſpective quotas, on which their public credit, 
the exiſtence of their army, and the ſupport of their liberties ſo great. 
ly depend. | | 

Congreſs are deeply concerned to find that the ſums required are ſo 
great; but ſince the emiſſions are limited, they doubt not that the 
operation of taxes and other ſalutary meaſures in the courſe of the 
year will reduce the prices of articles, and enable them to leſſen the 
quotas required, or apply part thereof to diminiſh the public debt, To 
promote ſo deſirable an object, Congreſs on their part, will endeavour 
to obſerve the ſtricteſt economy in the expenditures. 

I have only to add, that warrants will be iſſued on the treaſurers of 
the re ſpective ſtates, for the quotas to be furniſhed on the firſt of Ja- 
nuary next, and that I remain with the greateſt reſpect, &c. 


— * — 


Monpar, October 11, 1779. | 
Mr. Plater, a delegate for Maryland, attended, and took his ſeat in 
. Congreſs. | | | 

A repreſentation from the legiſlative council and general aſſembly 
of the ſtate of New-Jerſey, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee conſiſting of a mem- 
ber from each ſtate : 

The members choſen, Mr. Mercer, Mr. Marchant, Mr. Sherman, 
Mr. Witherſpoon, Mr. Morris, Mr. Vandyke, Mr. Matthews, Mr. 
Peabody, Mr. Holten, Mr. Forbes, Mr. Sharpe and Mr. Wynkoop. 

Ordered, That Mr. Armſtrong have leave of abſence. 


5 — Tus Dar, October 12, 1779. | 

The board of war, to whom was referred a repreſentation of Nicho- 
las and Mark Foquet, brought in a report; whereupon, 

Resolved, That Meſſrs. Nicholas and Mark Foquet, having been 
employed in the ſervice of the United States for two years, in ſuper- 
intending the buſineſs of manufacturing powder and ſalt-petre, and ha- 
ving conducted themſelves with much reputation and evidenced their 
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nility to the Uunited States, have thereby recommended themſelves 
to the favourable opinion of Congreſs : 

That bills of exchange for 900 livres be delivered to thoſe gentle- 
men reſpectively, beſide the ſum mentioned in their contract with the 
hoard of war and ordnance. 

— 8 
WEDNESDAY, October 13, 1779. 

Aletter, of the 31ſt of May laſt, from A. Lee, was read; whereupon, 

On motion of Mr. Lovell, ſeconded by Mr. Morris, 

Resolved That Mr. A. Lee be informed of Mr. Jay's appointment, 
and that, agreeable to his requeſt, he is at liberty to return to America. 

On motion of Mr. Matthews, ſeconded by Mr. Peabody, 

Resolved, That Mr. Jacob Hiltzheimer be authorized and directed 
to provide for the horſes belonging to members of Congreſs ; that for 
this purpoſe the commiſſary-general of forage be directed to ſupply him 
with ſuch articles of forage, and of ſuch qualities as he ſhall direct; 
together with the accounts of the coſt thereof; that each member be, 
from time to. time, furniſhed with an account of the expenſe of keep- 
ing his horſes, by the ſaid Jacob Hiltzheimer, and that the {ſame be 
paid to the pay-maſter of the board of war and ordnance, in the mode 
preſcribed by a reſolution of Congreſs of the 17th of Auguſt, 1778. 

— > — | 
THURSDAY, October 14, 1779. 

A letter, of the 9th, from general Waſhington, was read, encloſing 
aletter of the 28th of September, from major-general Sullivan, at Che- 
mung, giving an account of his ſucceſsful expedition againſt the hoſ- 
tile Indians; whereupon, 

On motion of Mr. Gerry, ſeconded by Mr. Morris, 

Resolved, That the thanks of Congreſs be given to his excellency 
general Waſhington, for direCting, and to major-general Sullivan, and 
the brave officers and ſoldiers under his command, for effectually exe- 
cuting an important expedition againſt ſuch of the Indian nations as, 
encouraged by the councils and conducted by the officers of his Bri- 
tannic majeſty, had perfidiouſly waged an unprovoked and cruel war 
againſt theſe United States, laid waſte many of their defenceleſs towns, 
and with ſavage barbarity ſlaughtered the inhabitants thereof. 
 Resolved, That it will be proper to ſet apart the ſecond Thurſday 
in December next as a day of general thankſgiving in theſe United 
States, and that a committee of four be appointed to prepare a recom- 
mendation to the ſaid ſtates for this purpaſe : | 

The members choſen, Mr. Root, Mr. Holten, Mr. Muhlenberg and 
Mr. Morris, | | 

Resolved, That two members be elected for the committee on ap- 
5 in the room of Mr. Drayton, deceaſed, and Mr. Paca, who is 
adlents 

The members choſen, Mr. Mercer and Mr. Griffin. 

_ The committee on the treaſury brought in a report; whereupon, 
Resolved, That 5,000,180 dollars, being part of the ſum remain- 
ing to complete 200,000,000, be emitted on the faith of the United 


States, and under the direction of the board of treaſury, in bills of the 
lowing denominations, via. 
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27,028 of 80 dollars - - 2,162,240 
27,028 of 70 do. - - 1,891,960 th 
27,028 of 20 do, - - 540,560 ou 
27,028 of 5 dos 5 - 135,140 A 
27,028 of 4 do. - 108,112 ot 
27,028 of 3 do. - - 81,084 me 
27,028 of 2 do. — - 54,056 
27,028 of 1 do. : - 27,028 
5,000,180 vil 
That the ſaid bills, excepting the numbers, be of the ſame tenor | 
and date as thoſe emitted the 17th of September laſt, and be number. pa! 
ed from the laſt number in each reſpective denomination progreſſively, 50 
| — > wh 
Frrnar, October 15, 1779. yet 
A letter, of this day, from Mr. Jay, was read, ſoliciting leave of , 
abſence for lieutenant-colonel Livingſton to accompany him to Spain; tur 
A motion was made by Mr. Matthews, ſeconded by Mr. Harnett, WW 1 
That lieutenant-colonel H. B. Livingſton have leave of abſence for laſt 
twelve months. I 
On which the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Marchant, opir 
New-Hampsbire, Mr. Peabody, a 3 abi 
F Mr. pants A 4 divided. ple 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. Gerry, ay 1 
Mr. Holten, ay & ay 7 
Mr. Patridge, ay : 5 
Rhode-Tsland, Mr. Marchant, no >no _ 
Connecticut, Mr. Sherman, no 7 
Mr. Huntington, ay þ ay * 
| Mr. Root, ay | ; 5 
New-Fersey, Mr. Fell, ay > * 15 " 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Atlee, no * 
Mr. Mublenberg, ay þ ay 5 
Mr. Wynkoop, ay 0 05 
Maryland, Mr. Plater, ay he. 
Mr. Forbes, no > ay ur 
| Mr. Jenifer, ay) 1778 
Virginia, Mr. Griffin, 0 
Mr. Mercer, no f ay 
Mr. Fitzbugb, ay 
North-Carolina, Mr. Harnett, ay 
Mr. Hewes, ay f ay 
Mr. Sharpe, ay) 
South-Carolina, Mr. Matthews, ay Pay 
So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 


A report from the board of war was read; whereupon, 
Resolved, That the reſignation of captain Thomas Buchanan, 
the firſt Pennſylvania regiment, be accepted. 
SATUR DAT, October 16, 1779. Th 
The committee on the treaſury brought in a report; whereupon, Vo 


of 


j of 
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Resolved, That the Rev. Mr. Kirkland be appointed chaplain to 
the garriſon of Fort-Schuyler, and the other poſts eſtabliſhed in that 
quarter, with the pay and ſubſiſtence of a brigade-chaplain, continu- 
ing at the ſame time to pay as great attention to the Oneidas, and 
other Indians contiguous to them, as may be conſiſtent with the above- 
mentioned appointment. 
— CO Gn_—_ 
MonDar, Octeber 18, 1779. 

The board of war, to whom their report reſpecting major la Neu- 
ville was recommitted, brought in a another report ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That major de la Neuville, who has ſerved two cam- 
paigns in the American army, and has obtained very honorable teſti- 
monials of his merit, valour and ſervices in the ſeveral capacities in 
which he has been employed, be appointed a lieutenant-colonel by bre- 
ver in the army of the United States ; | 

That lieutenant-colonel Noirmont de la Neuville have leave to re- 
turn to France. | 

The board of war, to whom was referred a letter of the 25th of Sept. 
laſt, from the governor of Virginia, brought in a report; whereupon, 

Resolved, That the governor of Virginia be informed, that in the 
opinion of Congreſs the deficiency of flour for the convention troops, 
which cannot be obtained from wheat in Virginia, ought to be ſup- 
vlied with meal made of Indian corn, which is equally wholeſome : 

That his excellency the governor of Virginia be requeſted to inform 
the commanding-officer of thoſe troops, that if the commander in chief 
of the Britiſh forces will order ſupplies of flour to be ſent to Virginia 
from parts in poſſeſſion of the Britiſh army, paſſports will be ordered 
tor the purpoſe when applied for. 

Resolved, That the board of war be directed to give the neceſſary 
orders to the commiſſary-general of purchaſes and the commiſſary-ge- 
eral of iſſues, for ſupplying the convention troops with rations of In- 
lian meal, in lieu of flour, agreeably to the foregoing reſolutions. 

On motion of Mr. Marchant, ſeconded by Mr. Paca, 

Resolved, That the reſolution of Congreſs paſſed the 2d of July laſt, 
o far as it directs or provides, © that each endorſement of the certificates 
ſued by the commiſſioners of the continental loan- offices for exchang- 
lng bills of the emiſſions of May the 20th, 1777, and April the 11th, 
1778, be witneſſed by a magiſtrate,” be, and the ſame is hereby repealed. 

Tos Dar, October 19, 1779. 

On motion of Mr. Fell, ſeconded by Mr. Sherman, 

Resolved, That the board of war be directed to make enquiry into 
the number and quality of rations drawn and delivered in the city of 
ladelphia, within three months paſt, from the quarter-maſter, com- 

aries of purchaſes and iſſues, and barrack-maſter, the names of the 

perlons to whom ſuch rations have been delivered, their office, rank or 

cupations, and the particular departments they belong to, and make 

eport to Congreſs. | | 
— 2 — 

WEDNESDAY, October 20, 1779. 


The marine- committee laid before Congreſs a letter of the 13th, 
Vor. v. | P2 
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from Jacob Ruſh, which was read, notifying “ that an appeal, in which 
the United States are a party, from the court of admiralty in the ſtate q 
Maſſachuſetts-Bay, relative to the ſhip Viper, is now depending before 
the commiſhoners of appeal ; that the marine-committee may, if they 
think proper, retain council on the part of the continent :” : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the marine-committee to take order 
thereon. 

The committee appointed to prepare a recommendation to the ſere. 
ral ſtates, for ſetting apart the 2d Thurſday in December next, as a.day 
of general thankſgiving, brought in a draught, which was agreed ty 


as follows : 


WHEREAS it becomes us humbly to approach the throne of Al. 
mighty God, with gratitude and praiſe for the wonders which his good. 
neſs has wrought in conducting our fore-fathers to this weſtern world; 
for his proteQion to them and to their poſterity amidſt difficulties and 
dangers ; for raifing us, their children, from deep diſtreſs to be nun. 
bered among the nations of the earth; and for arming the hands of 
juſt and mighty princes in our deliverance ; and eſpecially for that he 
hath been pleaſed to grant us the enjoyment of health, and fo to order 
the revolving ſeaſons, that the earth hath produced her encreaſe in 
abundance, bleſſing the labours of the huſbandman, and ſpreading 
plenty through the land; that he hath proſpered our arms aud 
thoſe of our ally ; been a ſhield to our troops in the hour of dan- 
ger, pointed their {words to victory and led them in triumph over the 
bulworks of the foe ; that he hath gone with thoſe who went out into 
the wilderneſs againſt the ſavage tribes ; that he hath ſtayed the hand 


of the ſpoiler, and turned back his meditated deftruction ; that he hath 


proſpered our commerce, and given ſucceſs to thoſe who fought the ene- 
my on the face of the deep; and above all, that he hath diffuſed the glo- 
rious light of the goſpel, whereby, through the merits of our gract- 
= Redeemer, we may become the heirs of his eternal glory: tber. 
ore, | 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the ſeveral ſtates, to appoint 
Thurſday, the 9th of December next, to be a-day of public aud {c- 
lemn thankſgiving to Almighty God for his mercies, and of prayer 
for the continuance of his favour and protection to theſe United States; 
to beſeech him that he would be graciouſly pleaſed to influence out 
public councils, and bleſs them with wiſdom from on high, with un. 
nimity, firmneſs and ſucceſs ; that he would go forth with our hol: 
and crown our armies with victory ; that he would grant to his church 
the plentiful effuſions of divine grace, and pour out his boly ſpirit on 
all miniſters of the goſpel ; that he would bleſs and proſper the means 
of education, and ſpread the light of Chriſtian knowledge through tit 


remoteſt corners of the earth; that he would ſmile upon the labour 


of his people and cauſe the earth to bring forth her fruits in abut 
dance ; that we may with gratitude and gladneſs enjoy them ; that he 
would take into his holy protection our illuſtrious ally, give him vic- 
tory over his enemies, and render him ſignally great, as the father 0 
his people and the protector of the rights of mankind ; that he would 
graciouſly be pleaſed to turn the hearts of our enemies, and to diſpen! 


it he 
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the bleſſings of peace to contending nations ; that he would in mercy 
look down upon us, pardon our fins and receive us into his favour, and 
inally, that he would eſtabliſh the independence of theſe United States 
upon the baſis of religion and virtue, and ſupport and protect them in 
the enjoyment of peace, liberty and ſafety. 

Done in Congrels, the 20th day of October, one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and ſeventy-nine, and in the 4th year of the indepen- 
dence of the United States of America. 

SAMUEL HUNTINGTON, President. 
CHARLES T'HOMS5ON, Secretary. 
— 082 E 
Tuns bar, October 21, 1779. 
Mr. Scudder, a delegate from New-Jerſey, attended, and took his 
leat in Congreſs. 
The committee on the treaſury brought in a report; whereupon, 
Resolved, That Thomas Smith, Eſq; commiſſioner of the continen- 
tal loan-office for the ſtate of Pennfylvania, be directed to renew for 
Philip Marſteller, ſix defaced certificates of the following denomina- 
tions, vIz. 
1 of 200 dollars, dated April 9, 1779, to Adam Heilman ; 
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Atteſt ; 


1 of 200 do. - do. to Henry Humberger 
1 of 1000 do. - do. to Caſper Stoe ver; 
1 of 600 do. - do. to Jacob Neff; 

1 of 600 do. - do. to Peter Witmer; 

1 of 300 do. do. to William Voung. 


Resolved, That two members be added to the committee on the 
repreſentation from the legiſlative council and general aſſembly of the 
tate of New-ſerſey, in the room of Mr. Witherſpoon and Mr. Van- 
dyke, who are abſent : | 

The members choſen, Mr. Scudder and Mr. Dickinſon. 

— CD — 
Frrvar, October 22, 1779. 

A letter, of the 20th, from Charles Pettit, was read, reciting his 
former applications to Congreſs on account of a tax, to which by an 
att of the legiſlature of New-Jerſey, he is ſubjected as aſſiſtant quarter- 
maiter-general, and the proceedings of Congreſs thereon ; and inform- 
ing that he is called on for £.1000 tax, as aſſiſtant quarter-maſter- 
general, and requeſting the attention of Congreſs to his letter of the 
{th of July, and to the report of the committee thereon : 

A motion was made by Mr. Marchant, ſeconded by Mr. Paca, 

Thar the letter be referred to a committee : 

On which the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Fell, 


New-Hampsbire, Mr. Peabody, % 
F Mr. Langdon, = ide. 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. Lovell, no 
Mr. Holten, no I no 
Mr. Patridge, no 
Rhbode-Tsland, Mr. Marchant, ay gay 
Connecticut, Mr. Sherman, no 
Mr. Huntington, ay no 
Mr, Root, no 
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New-York, Mr. Lewis, ay 


55 

New- Jersey, Mr. Scudder, no 
Mr. Fell, 1 go 

Penngylvania, Mr. Atlee, no 
Mr. Searle, 1 

Mr. Mublenberg, no 
Delaware, Mr. Dickinson, no no 

Maryland, Mr. Plater, - no 

| Mr. Paca, ay no 

Mr. Forbes, no 

Virginia, | Mr. Grifin, ay 
Mr. Mercer, no C ay 

Mr. Fitzbugh, ay 

North-Carolina, Mr. Harnett, ' no 
Mr. Hewes, no & no 

Mr. Sharpe, ay 

South-Carolina, Mr. Laurens, ay 
| Mr. Matthews, 4 oY 


So it paſſed in the negative. 

The board of war having repreſented that Monſ. Noirmont de |: 
Neuville has expreſſed his unealineſs leaſt his not being gratified with 
the rank and command of a lieutenant-colonel, ſhould create diſagrees- 
ble compariſons between the ſuppoſed ideas entertained by Congrels 
of his merit and that of thoſe enjoying ſuch command : 

Resolved, That Congreſs entertain a very favourable opinion of 
the perſonal merit and military character of Monſ. Noirmont, which 
he has evidenced on every occaſion preſenting itſelf to him during 
his ſervice in America; but a reformation of the army having lately 
taken place, which renders it inconſiſtent with the arrangement a 
now ſettled to grant commands in the line to gentlemen under Mr. 
Noirmont's circumſtances, has prevented his having a commiſſion ot 
the ſame nature with ſome others, though his merit and ſervices 
would otherwiſe entitle him thereto. 

— JO — 

1 SATURDAY, October 23, 1779. 

Ordered, That Mr. Jenifer and Mr. Paca have leave of abſence. 

Ordered, That two members be added to the committee on tit 
poſt-office, in the room of Mr. Laurens and Mr. Paca, who have leave 
of abſence : | 

The members choſen, Mr. Dickinſon and Mr. Sherman. 

The marine-committee, to whom was referred the letter of tht 
21ſt, from the ſupreme executive council of Pennſylvania, report 
that they have written a letter to capt. Harding, of the Confederacy, 
reciting “ that they have received information, that he has lately im- 
preſſed on board the ſaid frigate ſeveral ſeamen, citizens of this ſtate, 
who have left families in this city in a diſtreſſed ſituation, and order 
ing him, if this be true, to diſcharge them immediately.” 

Congreſs took into conſideration the report of the committee, on 
the letter of the 31ſt of Auguſt laſt, from the board of war, to whon 
was referred ſo much of the reſolutions re ſpecting the eſtabliſhment0 
a board of treafury, as relates to che annual election of the officers 
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and who were alſo to conſider proper ſalaries for the ſaid officers ; 
whereupon, 

Resolved, That the commiſhoners, ſecretary and clerks of the board 
of treaſury, and all ofhcers in the departments of the auditor-general, 
treaſurer and chambers of accounts, who may be appointed before the 
concluſion of the preſent war, ſhall hold their reſpective offices during 
the pleaſure of Congreſs ; any thing contained in an ordinance for 
eſtabliſhing a board of treaſury, and the proper offices for managing 
the finances of theſe United States, to the contrary notwithſtanding : 

On paſſing the foregoing reſolution, the yeas and nays being requi- 
ted by Mr. Mercer, | 


New- Vampsbire, Mr. Peabody, no 
Mr. Langdon, = 85 
Messachusetts-Bay, Mr. Gerry, ay 
Mr. Lovell, no 
Mr. Holten, no 
Mr. Patridge, no 
Rbode-Tsland, Mr. Marchant, no no 
Connecticut, Mr. Huntington, no 
e | Mr. Sherman, ot wg 
Flt Ne- Jersey, Mr. Scudder, ayp _ 
es. Mr. Fell, ot . 
recs Pennsylvania, Mr. Atlee, ay 
Mr. Searle, ay C ay 
1 of Mr. Mublenberg, | | 
fich Nelaware, Mr. Dickinson, no >no 
Ting Maryland, Mr. Plater, ay? .. 
tely | Mr. Forbes, 4. 9 
t Virginia, Mr. Griff, ay 
Mr, Mr. Mercer, no & ay 
bo Mr. Fitzhugh, ay 
ices North-Carolina, Mr. Harnett, ay 
; Mr. Hewes, ay Yay 
Mr. Sharpe, ay) 
South-Carolina, Mr. Matthews, ay pay 
1 So it paſſed in the affirmative. | | 
by Resolved, That until the further order of Congreſs, the commiſhon- 
hs ers of the board of treaſury, not members of Congreſs, be reſpectively 
allowed a ſalary of 14,000 dollars per annum: 
900 That the auditor-general be allowed a ſalary of 12,000 dollars per 
mnum: | 
That the commiſhoners of the chambers of accounts be allowed 
%h 12,000 dollars per annum : ; 
ate, That the ſecretary of the board of treaſury, and the aſſiſtant audi- 
* tor-general, be reſpectively allowed 10,000 dollars per annum: 
That the treaſurer be allowed 15,000 dollars per annum : 
4 That the clerks of the board of treaſury, and of the departments of 
_ the auditor-general, treaſurer and chambers of accounts, be allowed 
* 7,000 dollars per annum reſpeQively : 


_ That the ſalaries aforeſaid ſhall be annually or oftener, if Con- 
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* greſs ſhall judge it expedient, reviſed and altered agreeable to the ap- 
preciation of the continental currency. | 
— > — 
Monpar, October 25, 1779. 

Whereas it 1s repreſented to Congreſs, on behalf of Suſannah Hotch. 
kiſs, widow of [ohn Hotchkiſs, late of New-Haven, deceaſed, that the 
ſaid John Hotchkiſs, on the 31ſt of May laſt, depoſited in the conti. 
nental loan- office in the ſtate of Connecticut, 270 dollars, of the emif. 
ſions ot May 20th, 1777, and April 11th, 1778, for exchange; that 
on the 5th of July laſt, at New-Haven aforeſaid, the ſaid John Hotch. 
kiſs was flain in battle, in repelling the common enemies of the Uni. 
ted States, and that his pocket-book, in which was the certificate which 
he received for ſaid bills, cannot be found; that the commiſſioner 
of the ſaid loan- office does not think himſelf warranted to pay the ſum 
due on ſaid certificate, without the ſpecial order of Congreſs : 

On motion of Mr. Sherman, ſeconded by Mr. Marchant, 

1 Ordered, That the ſaid application be referred to the board of tren. 
ury. . 
— e — — 
WEDNESDAY, October 27, 1779. 

Congreſs proceeded to the election of a ſecretary to the board of ord- 
nance, and pay-maſter to the board of war and ordnance ; and, the bal. 
lots being taken, Joſeph Carleton was elected. | 

The board of war having repreſented to Congreſs that Mr. J. Carle. 
ton, has, by their appointment, diſcharged the buſineſs of the office, to 
which he is now elected, from the time of Mr. Nourſe's reſignation, 
at which date he was by them recommended ro Congreſs : 

Resolved, That Mr. J. Carleton be contidered as ſecretary to the 
board of ordnance, and pay-maſter to the board of war and ordnance, 
and entitled to the pay and emoluments of that office from the time 
of Mr. J. Nourſe's reſignation. | 

The committee, conliſting of Mr. Atlee, Mr. Houſton and Mr. Mar- 
chant, to whom was referred a letter of the 21ſt, from general Waſh- 
ington, encloſing an extract of a letter from colonel D. Broadhead, 
brought in a report; whereupon, | 

Resolved, That the thanks of Congreſs be given to his excellency 
general Waſhington, for directing, and to colonel Broadhead and the 
brave officers and ſoldiers under his command, for executing the im- 
portant expedition againſt the Mingo and Munſey Indians, and that 
part of the Senecas on the Allegheny river, by which the depredations 
of thoſe ſavages, afſiſted by their mercileſs inſtigators, ſubjects of the 
king of Great-Britain, upon the defenceleſs inhabitants of the weſtern- 
frontiers, have heen reſtrained and prevented. : 

The board of war, to whom was recommitted their report reſpecting 
baron de Frey, brought in a report ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That the reſolution of the 4th inſt. giving a furlough to 
baron de Frey, be reconſidered and repealed. | 

Resolced, That the baron de Frey, being deſirous of returning to 
France, be excuſed from-any further ſervice : | BE 

That in confideration of his merit and good ſervices, he be allowed 
the ſum of 1500 dollars, to enable him to return to Frances 
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On motion of Mr. Scudder, ſeconded by Mr. Houſton, 

Resolved, That the director-general, each of the deputy directors- 
general, each phyſician and ſurgeon-general, each ſenior phyſician and 
ſurgeon, each junior furgeon, each apothecary-general, each chaplain 
and each apothecary's aſſiſtant, in the hoſpital of the United States, 
ſhall be entitled to draw clothing annually from the ſtores of the clo- 
thier-general, in the ſame manner, and under the ſame regulations as 
are eſtabliſhed for officers of the line, by a reſolution of the 26th day 
of November, 1777. | 

Resolved, That until the further order of Congreſs, the ſaid officers 
ef the military-hoſpital ſhall alſo be entitled to ſubſiſtence, in like man- 
ner as is granted to officers of the line, to be eſtimated in the follow- 
ing ratio : 

it. The director-general to receive the ſame ſubſiſtence as a colo- 
nel in the line : | | 

2d. The deputy direQors-general, the phyſicians, ſurgeons and apo- 
thecaries-general, the ſame as heutenant-colonels : 

3d. The ſenior phyſicians and ſurgeons the ſame as majors : 

The junior ſurgeons and apothecary's aſſiſtants the ſame as captains : 
and the chaplains, the {ame as chaplains of brigades are entitled to 
by a reſolution of the 18th day of Auguſt laſt, and to commence from 
the ſaid 18th day of Auguſt. = 

Resolved, That the mates ofthe military-hoſpital ſhall, during ſer- 
vice, be entitled to the ſame fabhſtence as is given to regimental ſur- 
geon's-mates, by the reſolution of the 18th day of Auguſt laſt. 


Trorsd jp r, October 28, 1779. 


A letter, of the 27th, from the board of war, was read; whereupon, 

Resolved, 'Vhat the board of war be authorized to purchale a quan- 
tity of leather, not exceeding 100, O00 Ibs. weight, in the ſtate of 
South-Carolina : | 

That the board of war be authorized to draw upon the governor of 
the ſtate of South-Carolina for ſuch ſum or ſums as will be neceſſary 
to pay for the ſaid leather, and that the governor of the ſaid ſtate of 
South-Carolina be requeſted to advance out of the taxes raiſed on the 
continental account, ſuch ſums as ſhall be drawn for by the board of 
war for that purpoſe. 

On motion of Mr, Scudder, ſeconded by Mr. Laurens, 

Resolved, That the reſolutions of yeſterday, reſpecting the officers 
of the hoſpital-department of the United States, be re- conſidered; and 
together with the report of the medical-committee on the hoſpital-de- 
partment, be re-committed. 

Congreſs took into conlideration the report of the marine-commit- 
tee reſpecting the navy-department; whereupon, 
 Resolved, That a board of admiralty be eſtabliſhed, to ſuperintend 
the naval and marine affairs of theſe United States; to conſiſt 07 three 
commiſſioners not members of Congreſs, and two members of. Con - 
greſs, any three of whom to form a board for the diſpatch of buſineſs; 
to be ſubject in all caſes to the controul of Congreſs : 

That there ſhall not be more than one member of the ſaid board at 
any time belonging to the ſame ſtate : 
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That there ſhall be a ſecretary to the ſaid board, to be appointed 
by Congreſs : | 15 

That the board have power to appoint a clerk to aſſiſt them in the 
execution of the buſineſs of the department. 

That the ſaid board of admiralty be, and they are hereby authori. 
zed, empowered and direQed, to form proper plans for encrealing the 
naval force of the United States, and for the better regulating the 
fame, and lay them before Congrels : 

That they have the ordering and direQting the deſtination of all ſhips 
and veſſels of war; that they ſuperintend and direct ſuch navy-boarg; 
as are now eſtabliſhed or may at any time hereafter be eſtablifhed by 
Congrels ; cauſe fair entries to be made and proper accounts kept of 
all bufineſs tranſacted by them; examine the accounts of the ſeveral 
navy-boards, and all agents and other perſons who have tranſacted or 
may tranſact any buſineſs relative to the marine-department, where 
ſuch accounts have not been finally ſettled ; report the ſame to Con. 
greſs, and make proper entries in their books, ſo that the whole mat. 
ters may be comprehended in one view; keep an alphabetical and ac. 
curate regiſter of the names of all officers of the navy in the ſervice of 
the United States, with their rank and the date of their commiſſions, 
which commiſſons ſhall be ſigned by the preſident of Congreſs and 
counterſigned by the ſecretary to the ſaid board of admiralty ; publiſh 
annually a regiſter of all appointments ; obtain regular and exact re. 
turns of all warlike-ſtores, clothing, proviſions and all other neceſſary 
articles belonging to the marine-department ; take the care and direc- 
tion of all marine priſoners ; execute all ſuch matters as ſhall be direc 
ted, and give their opinion on all ſuch ſubjects as ſhall be referred to 
them by Congreſs, or as they may think neceſſary for the better regu- 
lation and improvement of the navy of the United States; and in ge- 
neral to ſuperintend and direct all the branches of the marine-depart- 
ment: 

That the ſaid board ſhall fit in the place where Congreſs ſhall be 
held, and no member of the board ſhall abſent himſelf without leave of 
Congreſs, or the committee of the ſtates in the receſs of Congreſs: 

That all the proceedings of the ſaid board ſhall be inſpected by Con- 
greſs, or a committee by them appointed for that purpoſe, as often as 
may be thought proper and convenient ; and every member of Congrels 
may have free exceſs to the records and papers of the ſaid board, ex- 
cepting ſuch as are in their nature ſecret : 

That all navy and marine-officers and others attending upon or con- 
nected with the admiralty department, be, and they are hereby required 
and enjoined to obſerve the directions of the ſaid board in all ſuch 
other matters as they may be directed, or may tend to facilitate the bu - 
ſineſs of the department. | 

Resolved, That the ſalary of each of the three commiſhoners wh# 
ſhall oonduct the buſineſs of the board of admiralty, be 14,000 dollars 
per annum, and the ſalary of the ſecretary of the ſaid board be 10,000 
dollars per annum; faid ſalaries to be annually, or oftener if Congrels 
{hall judge it expedient, reviſed and altered agreeably to the appreci- 
ation of the continental currency, | 
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Frinar, October 29, 1779, 

A memorial from major Widderſheime was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the marine- committee, and that they 
proride major Widderſheime with a paſſage to Europe by the firſt op- 

rtunitYe 
FCongret took into conſideration the report of the committee on the 
memorial of George Morgan, and petition of William Trent: 

After debate, a motion was made by Mr, Mercer, feconded by Mr. 
Morris, that the report be re-committed. 

On which the yeas and nays were required by Mr. Griffin, 

The report being as follows : | 

« The committee, to whom were referred the memorial of G. Mor- 
gan, and the petition of William Trent, beg leave to report, that they 
have read over and conſidered the ſtate of facts given in by the dele- 
gates of Virginia, and cannot find any ſuch diſtinction between the 
queſtion of the juriſdiction of Congreſs and the merits of the cauſe, as 
to recommend any deciſion upon the firſt ſeparately from the laſt : that 
they recommend to Congreſs the following reſolution, that conſider- 
ing the preſent incomplete ſtate of the confederation, it be recommen- 
ded to the ſtate of Virginia, and every other ſtate in ſimilar circum- 
fances, to ſuſpend the ſale, grant or ſettlement of any land unappro- 
priated at the time of the declaration of independence, until the con- 
duſion of the war.” 


New-Hampsbire, Mr. Peabody, => 5 
Mr. Langdon, no ® 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. Gerry, oye _ 
Mr. Holten, "0p * 
Rbode-Tsland, Mr. Marchant, no no 
Connecticut, Mr. Sherman, no 
Mr. Huntington, a” 
Mr. Root, no 
New-York, Mr. Morris, ay Þ * 
New-Fersey, Mr. Witherspoon, no 
| Mr. Scudder, no >no 
| | Mr. Houston, no 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Wynkoop, no no 
Delaware, Mr. Dickinson, no >no 
Maryland, Mr. Plater, no 
Mr. Paca, no 
Mr. Forbes, no £® 
| Mr, Jenifer, no 
Pirginia, Mr. Grifin, ay 
| Mr. Mercer, ay \ ay 
| Mr. Fitzbugb, 1 
| North-Caroling, Mr. Harnett, a; 
Mr. Hewes, my 
Mr. Sharpe, ay 
South-Carolina, Mr. Matthews, no pn 
So it paſſed in the negative. 
Vol. V. | Q_2 
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| SATURDAY, October 30, 1779. 
The committee on the treaſury brought in a report ; whereupon, 
Resolved, That the managers be directed to make ſale of the tickets 
of the third claſs of the lottery of the United States without delay, 


that the drawing thereof commence the firſt of March next, and be 


completed as ſoon as may be, and that the tickets then unſold be the 
property and at the riſque of the ſaid ſtates, | 
Resolved, That loan-office certificates of the following denomina. 
tions, bearing an intereſt of ſix per centum per annum, be ſtruck under 
the direction of the board of treaſury, to be iſſued to ſuch fortunate ad. 
venturers in the ſecond claſs as may be entitled to and apply for the 
ſame ; and that the ſaid certificates be dated at the time of finiſhing 
the drawing of the ſaid claſs, and made payable at the end of five 
years from their date, viz. | 
18 certificates of 5000 dollars each, 90,000 
100 do. 1000 do. 100,000 
820 do. 500 do. 410, 000 


| dollars 600,000 

A motion was made by Mr. Paca, ſeconded by Mr. Plater, in the 
following words : 

« Whereas it appears to Congreſs that the opening the Iand-office 
in the ſtate of Virginia, for the purpoſe of locating lands unappropri- 
ated at the time independence was declared, has produced much unea- 
ſineſs, diſpute and controverſy, and greatly weakened theſe United 
States by the emigrations of their inhabitants to parts remote from 
defence againſt the common enemy : Reſolved, therefore, that it be 
earneſtly recommended to the ſtate of Virginia to re-conſider their late 
act of aſſembly for opening their land- office; and that it be recom- 
mended to the ſaid ſtate, and all other ſtates ſimilarly circumſtanced, 
to forbear ſettling or iſſuing warrants for ſuch unappropriated lands, 
or granting the ſame during the continuance of the preſent war :” 

The reſolution was taken into conſideration, and, a diviſon being 
called for, on the queſtion to agree to the firſt clauſe as far as © land- 
office,” incluſive, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Griffin, 


New- Hampsbire, Mr. Peabody, ay 
Mr. Langdon, ay 155 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. Gerry, ay 
| Mr. Lovell, ay 
Mr. Holten, ay 2 
Mr. Patridge, ay } 
Rhode-Island, Mr. Marchant, ay >ay 
Connecticut, Mr. Sherman, ay 
Mr. Huntington, ay ay 
| Mr. Root, ay 
New-York, Mr. Morris, no gividea 
| Mr. Lewis, a 5 a 
New-Fersey, Mr. Witherspoon, ay 
| Mr. Scudder, ay 
Mr. Fell, - 7 * 


Mr. Houston, ay 
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Pennsylvania, Mr. Searle, a 


Mr. Mublenberg, ay * 
Maryland, Mr. Plater, ay 
Mr. Paca, ay 
Mr. Forbes, ay oY 
Mr. Fenifer, ay 
Firginia, Mr. Griffin, no 
Mr. Mercer, no no 
Mr. Fitzhugh, 2 
Nortb-Carolina, Mr. Harnett, no 
Mr. Sharpe, wt wo 
South-Carolina, Mr. Matthews, ay pay 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 

A motion was then made by Mr. Morris, {ſeconded by Mr. Sharpe, 
to ſtrike out the words “ and all other ſtates ſimilarly circumſtanced.” 

And on the queſtion, ſhall thoſe words ſtand ? the yeas and nays be- 
ing required by Mr. Morris, . 


 New- Hampshire, Mr. Peabody, ay 
| | Mr. Langdon, ay, 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. Gerry, ay 
Mr. Lovell, ay 
Mr. Holten, ay (Y 
Mr. Patridge, ay 
Nhode-Island, Mr. Marcbant, ay Say 
Connecticut, Mr. Sherman, &y 
| Mr. Huntington, A” 
Mr. Root, ay 
New-York, Mr. Morris, 1 
Mr. Lewis, Fad; divided. 
New-Tersey, Mr. Witherspoon, ay 
Mr. Scudder, ay 
Mr, Fell, ay ay 
Mr. Houston, ay 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Searle, 9 5 
Mr. Mublenberg, ay 5 YL 
Maryland, Mr. Plater, ay 
Mr. Paca, ay 
Mr. Forbes, ay CY 
Mr. Fentfer, ay 
Virginia, Mr. Grifin, no 
Mr. Mercer, 5 ay 
Mr. Fitzhugh, ay 
North-Carolina, Mr. Harnett, 2 
Mr. Sharpe, no *? 
South-Carolina, Mr. Matthews, ay pay 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 

On the queſtion to agree to the latter clauſe as it ſtands : 
Reſolved in the affirmative. _ 

On motion of Mr. Morris, ſeconded by Mr. Sherman, 
Resolved, That the conſideration of the preamble be poſtponed, 
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On motion of Mr. Morris, ſeconded by Mr. Sherman, 
Resolved, That the following preamble be adopted : 


to be lib. 
captivity 


„ Whereas the appropriation of vacant lands by the ſeveral fates Resolz 
during the continuance of the war, will, in the opinion of Congreſs, to excha 
be attended with great miſchiefs ; therefore,” of the ar 

On the queſtion to agree to the preamble, the yeas and nays being 
required by Mr. Griffin, | 

New- Hampsbire, Mr. Peabody, ay s A lett 
| Mr. Langdon, ayS vas read 
Massacbusetts-Bay, Mr. Gerry, ay the reſo! 
Mr. Lovell, ay 1. Rego! 
Mr. Holten, ay (% ene ge 
Mr. Patridge, ay his cond 

Rhode-Island, Mr. Marchant, ay Cay laſt 
Connecticut, Mr. Huntington, ay n 
Mr. Sberman, ay C ay oe 
Mr. Root, ay inte of | 
New-York, Mr. Morris, nod ,.-.  Regoh 
Mr. Lewis, 1 divided. referred 
New- Jersey, Mr. Witherspoon, ay) \ A let 
Mr. Scudder, a 9 e 
Mr. Fell, ay £9 wy 
Mr. Houston, ay be be di 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Searle, ay rs 
Mr. Mublenberg, 4 * er 
Maryland, Mr. Plater, ay Arey 
Mr. Paca, ay Tober, 
Mr. Forbes, ay f A pt 
| Mr. Fenifer, ay f Longer 
Virginia, Mr. Grifin, no IRE 
Mr. Mercer, no Ine "OT 
| Mr. Fitzhugh, no wings 
Nortb-Carolina, Mr. Harnett, no __} 
i Mr. Sharpe, of oy _— 
. South-Carolina, Mr. Matthews, ay pay charged 

So it was reſolved as follows: | | 
Whereas the appropriation af vacant lands by the ſeveral ſtates du- 
ring the continuance of the war, will, in the opinion of Congreſs, be Regol 
attended with great miſchiefs ; therefore, treaſury 

Resolved, That it be earneſtly recommended to the ſtate of Virgi- attendat 
nia, to re-conſider their late act of aſſembly for opening their land-of- The 1 
fice ; and that it be recommended to the ſaid ſtate, and all other ſtates Rego! 
ſimilarly circumſtanced, to forbear ſettling or iſſuing warrants for un- to ſuper 
appropriated lands, or granting the ſame during the continuance of the general 
preſent war. | | The 1 

| — 2 — 
Monpar, November 1, 1779, 

A letter from the board of war was read ; whereupon, Congreſs came The | 
to the following reſolution : | 7 | ington, 

Lieutenant -colonel J. Connolly having made frequent application brought 


| 
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ig be liberated and exchanged; therefore, in conſideration of his long 
captivity and confinement, 

Resolved, That the commiſſary- general of priſoners be authorized 
to exchange lieutenant-colonel J. Connolly for any lieutenant-colonel 
of the army of the United States, who is now priſoner to the enemy. 


THURSDAY, November 4, 1779. 

A letter, of the 29th of October, 1779, from governor Livingſton, 
was read, encloling an account of expenſes in carrying into execution 
the reſolution of the 9th of July laſt : 

Resolved, That a letter be addreſſed by the preſident to his excel- 
lency governor Livingſton, expreſſing the ſatisfaction of Congreſs at 
his conduct in carrying into effe& their reſolution of the 9th of July 
laſt, 

A letter, of the 1ſt, from John Clark, one of the auditors of accounts 
in the main army, was read, requeſting leave, on account of his weak 
| fate of health, to reſign : 

Resolved, That his reſignation be accepted, and that the letter be 
referred to the board of treaſury. 

A letter, of the 26th of October, from Thadeus Benedict, was read, 
reſpecting the conduct of Dr. Forſter; : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the commander in chief, and that 
he be directed to cauſe ſuch proceedings to be had thereon, as that 
the charges alluded to in it be ſpeedily enquired into and juſtice done. 

Ordered, That the medical-committee tranſmit to the commander 
in chief the memorial of Thadeus Benedict and others, againſt Dr. 
Forſter, and ſuch other papers as they may have reſpecting that matter. 

A petiton of John Emes, was read ; whereupon, | 

Congreſs took into conſideration the proceedings of a court-martial 
for the trial of John Emes, which was laid before them by the marine- 

committee ; and, thereupon, 

Resolved, That that part of the ſentence of the court- martial which 

orders the ſaid John Emes to be baniſhed, be ſet aſide, and that in 

conſideration of his long confinement, the whole of the ſtripes ordered 

to be inflicted upon him be remitted ; and that the ſaid John be diſ- 

charged from his preſent impriſonment. | | 
FRrinar, November 5, 1779. 

Resolved, That a member be added to the prelent committee on the 
treaſury, in the room of Mr. Hewes, whoſe health will not admit his 
attendance : 

The member choſen, Mr. Sharpe. | 

Resolved, That two members be added to the committee appointed 
to ſuperintend the departments of the quarter-maſter and commiſſary- 
general: 

The members choſen, Mr. Wynkoop and Mr. Forbes. 

— 822 
SATUR DAT, November 6, 1779. 
The board of war, to whom was referred a letter of general Waſh- 
ington, with an application in favour of captaiu-lieutenant Vandyke, 
| brought in a report ; whereupon, 


— 
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Resolved, That captain-lieutenant Vandyke, of the artillery, hay 
leave of abſence for eight months; that agreeably to his intentions be 
may take a voyage to ſea, this being judged neceſſary for the rec 
of his health, as appears by certificates produced to Congreſs, 

—————_— EM 
Movpar, November 8, 1779. 

A letter, of the 26th, from colonel Broadhead, at Pittſburgh, was 
read, informing, that ſome of the inhabitants from Yoghiagania and 
Ohio counties had croſſed the Ohio and made ſmall improvements on 
the Indians land from the river Muſkingum to Fort-M<Intoſh, and 30 
miles np the branches of the Ohio river ; and that he had ordered th 
treſpaſſers to be apprehended and the huts to be deſtroyed : | 

Ordered, That a letter be written to the governor of Virginia, en. 
cloſing a copy of col. Broadhead's letter, and requeſting his excellency 
to endeavour to prevent a repetition of the treſpaſſes mentioned in it, 

On motion of Mr. Matthews, ſeconded by Mr. Morris, 

Resolved, That the late and former preſidents of Congreſs be def. 
red to lodge, as ſoon as they conveniently can, in the ſecretary's office, 
copies of all public letters by them reſpectively written during their 
preſidentſhips. 


overy 


— > — 
Tus bar, November 9, 1779. 

Congreſs proceeded to the election of officers for the board of trea. 
ſury, agreeable to the ordinance for eſtabliſhing that board; and, the 
ballots being taken, 

The following gentlemen were choſen: 

Mr. Ezekiel Foreman, F of the board of 

Mr. Jonathan Trumbull, junior, 5 treaſury, 

Mr. Michael Hillegas, treaſurer, | 

Mr. James Milligan, auditor-general. 

Mr. Joſeph Nourſe, aſſiſtant auditor-general. 

Mr. Robert Troup, ſecretary of the board of treaſury. 

Mr. William Govett, 

Mr. Reſolve Smith, 

Mr. William Geddes, 

Mr. John D. Mercier, 

Mr. Eleazer M<*Comb, 

Mr. Nathaniel Mumford, 

Mr. John Nicholſon, 

Mr. William Ramſey, 

Mr. James Johnſon, 

Mr. Joſeph Howell, 

Mr. Bedlow, 

Mr. Felix Varley, 

Mr. Alexander Fowler, 

Congreſs proceeded to the election of two members for the board of 
treaſury ; and, the ballots being taken, | 

Mr. Houſton and Mr. Sharpe were choſen. 

WEDNESDAY, November lo, 1779. 
Congreſs being informed that Mr. J. Hewes, one of the delegates 


commiſſioners of the chambers of ac- 
counts. 


5 clerks of the chambers of accounts. 


auditors of the army. 


for the it 
poſed to 1 

Re ol v. 
morrow e 
and wall « 

Resolv, 
commit te 
the atten 

Ordere, 
aſſembly | 
vania, the 
tinction n 

A mot! 
that three 
commit te 
there to | 
being, in 

On the 
required | 


ntion fro 
Resoly 


NOVEMBER 1779. 305 


for the ſtate of North-Carolina, died this morning, and that it is pro- 
ſed to inter him to-morrow evening: 

Resolved, That Congreſs will, in a body, attend the funeral to- 
morrow evening, at three o'clock, with a crape round the left arm, 
and will continue in mourning for the {pace of one month : 

Resolved, That Mr. Harnett, Mr. Sharpe and Mr. Griffin, be a 
committee to ſuperintend the funeral, and that the Rev. Mr. White, 
the attending chaplain, be notified to officiate on the occaſion. 

Ordered, That the ſaid committee be directed to invite the general 
aſſembly and the preſident and ſupreme executive council of Pennſyl- 
vania, the miniſter plenipotentiary of France, and other perſons of diſ- 
tinction now in town, to attend the funeral. 

A motion was made by Mr. Matthews, ſeconded by Mr. Harnett, 
that three of the frigates now at Boſton, be ordered by the marine- 
committee to proceed immediately for Charleſtown, South-Carolina, 
there to be under the direction of the commanding-officer for the time 
being, in the ſouthern-department, until farther orders : 

On the queſtion to agree to this motion, the yeas and nays being 
required by Mr. Gerry, 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Peabody, ay >ay 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. Gerry, m0 nided 
Mr. Lovell, 7 2 
Rhode-Island, Mr. Marchant, ay >ay 
Connecticut, Mr. Huntington, ay 1 
Mr. Noot, 4 * 
New-York, Mr. Lewis, ay > * 
New- Jerse Mr. Scudder, a 
8 Mr. Houston, 3 2 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Atlee, 5 
Mr. Mublenberg, ay > ay 
Mr. Wynkoop, ay 
Delaware, _ 8 ay Say 
Maryland r. Plater, 4 Bo 
altace Mr. Forbes, 4 mo 
Virginia, Mr. Grifin, ay > * 
North-Carolina, Mr. Harnett, 21 5 
| Mr. Sharpe, ay 
Sout h- Carolina, Mr. Matthews, ay pay 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 

Resolved, That a member be added to the committee appointed to 
correſpond with the commanding-officer in the ſouthern-department, in 
the room of Mr. Laurens, who is abſent ; | 

The member choſen, Mr. Matthews. 

A copy of the proceedings of a convention of committees from the 
ive eaſtern-ſtates, met at Hartford for the regulation of prices, and, 

A letter, of the 15th of October, from the general alſembly of 
New-York, were read : | 

Ordered, That they be referred to the committee on the repreſen- 
ution from the legiſlature of the ſtate of New-Jerſey, 


Resolved, That Mr. Griffin, member, for the ſtate of Virginia, be 
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added to the committee on the repreſentation from the legiſlature of 
the ſtate of New-]erſey, in the room of Mr. Mercer. 

Resolved, That the committee on the treaſury continue in the ex. 
erciſe of the duties formerly enjoined them, until a board on the new 
eſtabliſhment be formed and ready to proceed to buſineſs. 

— > — 
THURSDAY, November 11, 1779. 

The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Laurens, Mr. Marchant, Mr. 
Holten, Mr. Harnett and Mr. Fitzhugh, appointed to correſpond 
with the commanding-officer in the ſouthern-department, and to whom 
were referred the letters of the 22d of October laſt from major-general 
Lincoln, brought in a report; whereupon, 

Resolved, That general Waſhington order the North- Carolina 
troops, and ſuch others as may be conveniently ſpared from his army, 
to reinforce general Lincoln without delay. 

Resolved, That the ſtates of South-Carolina and Georgia be afſursd 
of the attention of Congreſs to their preſervation, and he requeſted to 
make thoſe exertions in their own defence recommended by the reſo. 
lutions of Congreſs of the 9th and 29th of March laſt, for filling up 
the continental army, and to provide that the militia of the ſaid ſtates, 
when called into ſevice, ſhall be ſubje& to the continental articles of 
war in like manner with the militia of other ſtates. 

Resolved, That the governors of Virginia and North-Carolina, be 
again requeſted to ule their utmoſt exertions to have the whole of the 
troops ordered from their reſpeCtive ſtates, ſent forward without loſs of 
time to join general Lincoln's army, and that the troops be ordered 
away as they can, from time to time, be collected. | 

Resolved, That gen. Lincoln be directed to cauſe a court of en- 
quiry to be Held on brigadier-general Scott, for diſobedience of the 
orders of Congreſs of the 27th of July laſt, 

Resolved, That a deputy quarter-maſter-general in Philadelphia, be 
ordered to procure a proper veſſel and immediately to tranſport the 
military-ſtores ordered and now in readineſs for the {tate of S. Carolina, 

— Cc — 
FRibar, November 12, 1779. 

Congreſs took into conſideratiou the report of the committee, con- 
fiſting of Mr. Matthews, Mr. Marchant and Mr. Paca, on the me- 
morial of colonel W. Paltrey : | 

The firſt reſolution reported by the committee being read. 

« That W. Palfrey, pay-maſter-general, as a further compenſation 
of his paſt ſervices, be allowed the ſum of thouſand dollars: 

A motion was made by Mr. Fell, ſeconded by Mr. Root, to fil 
the blank with © twenty-five :” 

On which the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Forbes, 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Peabody ay?) , 
Mr. Langdon, At divider. 


Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. Gerry, ay) 
Mr. Lovell, ay y 
Mr. Holten, ay 


Rbode-Island, Mr. Marchant, no en- 
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Connecticut, Mr. Huntington, no 

Mr. Sherman, no > uo 
| Mr. Root, 7 
New-York, Mr. Morris, noI „ 

Mr. Lewis, oy divided, 
Ne w- Jersey, Mr. Scudder, ay 

Mr. Tell, 2 

Mr. Houston, no 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Atlee, no 

Mr. Mublenberg, gs 

Mr. Wynkoop, ay 
Delaware, Mr. Dickinson, ay 

Mr. M*Kean, v4 ” 
Maryland, | Mr. Plater, nod 

Mr. Forbes, ref. 55 
North-Carolina, Mr. Harnett, ay 

Mr. Sharpe, 4 2 
Soutb-Carolina, Mr. Matthews, no >no 


So it paſſed in the negative. 


A motion was then made by Mr. Morris, ſeconded by Mr, Harnett, 
that the blank be filled with © twenty.“ 


On which the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Forbes, 


New- Hampsbire, Mr. Peabody 9 BWP 
Mr. Langdon, | 1 þ divided. 


Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. Gerry, ay 
Ne Mr. Lovell, ay \ ay 
Mr. Holten, | | 
Rhode-T;land, Mr. Marchant, no no 
Connecticut, Mr. Huntington, ay 4 
Mr. Root, df 9 
New-York, Mr. Morris, 2 2 4 
: Mr. Lewis, = ** 
Neru-Jersey, Mr. Scudder, ay 
Mr. Fell, ay \ ay 
Mr. Houston, 20 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Atlee, ay 
| Mr. Muhlenberg, no F ay 
| Mr. Wynkoop, 9 
Delaware, Mr. Dich inson, 4 - 
Mr. M*Fean, ay 9 
Maryland Mr. Plater, a : 
n Ae, nee, - 5 divided. 
Nortb-Carolina, Mr. Harnett, 21 5 
Mr. Shurpe, 4 N 
South-Carolina, Mr. Matt hes, no no 


So it was reſolved that William Palfrey, Eſq; pay-maſter-general, 
8 a further compenſation for his paſt ſervices, be allowed the ſum of 
20,000 dollars. | 

Resolged, That until the further order of Congreſs, the pay-maſter- 

Vo, V. R 2 | 
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general to the armies of the United States, be allowed at the rate of 
14,000 dollars per annum: | 

That ſo much of the memorial of colonel] Palfrey, of the 29th of 
September laft, as relates to the deputy pay-maſters-general, be refer. 
red to the board of treaſury. 

Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of a report of the board of trez. 
ſury, which was poſtponed on the 6th inſtant ; and, thereupon, 

Resolved, That each of the commiſhoners of the board of war, not 
members of Congreſs, be allowed 14,000 dollars per annum, and each 
of the commiſſioners of the navy-board, 12,000 dollars per annum; 
the ſecretary to the board of war, 10,000 dollars; and each of the 
clerks in the office of the fecretary of Congreſs and of the board of 
war, 7000 dollars per annum. | 

Resolved, That the ſalaries aforeſaid be annually or oftener, as Con- 
greſs ſhall jndge it expedient, reviſed and altered according to the ay. 
preciation of the continental currency. 

Resolved, That regimental pay-maſters, not being of the rank > 
captains, quarter-maſters and adjutants, be entitled to receive the ſame 
ſubſiſtence-money as is allowed to captains by the act of Congrefs of 
the 18th of Auguſt laſt; this ſubſiſtence to commence on that day, 

Resolved, Thar the eleven companies of artificers, raiſed by the 
quarter-maſter-general, be reformed, and incorporated and arrangedin 
ſuch manner as the commander in chief ſhall deem proper: 

That when ſuch arrangement ſhall have been made, and the ſame 
be tranſmitted to the board of war, to the intent the officers may re- 
ceive their commiſſions, which ſhall entitle them to rank only in their 
own corps, and enable them to hold regimental courts-martial in caſes 
that concern their own corps only, and are uſually cognizable by regi- 
mental courts-martial of the line : | 

That the officers and men of the ſaid corps be conſidered as part of 
the quotas of the 80 battalions as apportioned on the ſeveral ſtates to 
which they reſpectively belong. 

On motion of Mr, Matthews, ſeconded by Mr. Morris, 

Resolved, That the marine-commirtee be empowered, if they judge 
it proper, to diſcharge the veſſel which they were directed to take up 
and employ as a priſon-ſhip, 

— > — 
SATURDAY, November 13, 1779. 

Mr. Muhlenberg, a delegate for the ſtate of Pennſylvania, laid be. 
fore Congreſs the credentials of the delegates for the ſaid ſtate, which 
were read; whereby it appears that, the general aſſembly proceeded to 
the choice of five perſons to ſerve the ſtate in Congreſs ; and, the elec- 
tion being taken by ballot, 

John Armſtrong, James Searle, Frederick Muhlenberg, Jar 
M'Lene and William Shippen, ſenior, Eſqrs; were duly elected, i 
declared accordingly. 

A letter, of the 9th, from major-general Sullivan, was read, requeſt 
ing leave, on account of his ill ſtate of health, to retire from the ſer- 
vice: | 

Whereupon a motion was made by Mr. Gerry, ſeconded by Mr. 
Harnett, “ that the reſignation of major-general Sullivan be not 4. 
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cepted, but that he have leave to retire from the ſervice as long as he 
hall judge it expedient for the recovery of his health :” 

A motion was made by Mr. Morris, ſeconded by Mr. Matthews, 
that the foregoing letter and motion be referred to a committee of 
three; | 


On which the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Gerry, 


New-Hampshire, Mr. Peabody, no 

Mr. Langdon, no d 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. Gerry, 10 

Mr. Lovell, no Vi vided 

Mr. Holten, As x 

Mr. Patridge, ay 
Rhode-Island, Mr. Marchant, ay >ay 
Connecticut, Mr. Huntington, ay 

Mr. Sherman, ay 8 iy 

Mr. Root, ay 
New-York, Mr. Morris, 4 f oy 

Mr. Lewis, ay 

Ne w- Jersey, Mr. Scudder, 3 

Mr. Fell, ay > ay 

Mr. Houston, ay 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Nublenberg, ay p49 
Delaware, Mr. M*Keean, ay gay 
Maryland, Mr. Plater, =t thy 

Mr. Forbes, ay\ * 
North-Carolina, Mr. Harnett, >; dioided. 

Mr. Sharpe, ay 
South-Carolina, Mr. Matthews, ay pay 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. | | 

The members choſen, Mr. Morris, Mr. Harnett and Mr. Forbes. 

On motion of Mr. Root, ſeconded by Mr. Morris, 

Resolved, That the board of war be informed, that major-general 
Phillips and brigadier-general Reideſel, with their families, are per- 
mitted to proceed to New-York on parole; and that they take neceſ- 
ſary meaſures to forward them immediately, | | 

Resolved, That Wedneſday next be aſſigned for giving audience to 
the hon. chevalier de la Luzerne, miniſter plenipotentiary of his moſt 
Chriſtian majeſty. 

Congreſs proceeded to the election of two members to wait upon the 
hon. the chevalier de la Luzerne, and conduct him to the audience: 

The members choſen, Mr. Matthews and Mr. Morris. | 

Resolved, That a member be added to the committee on the treaſu- 
ry, in the room of Mr. Wynkoop : 

The member choſen, Mr. Muhlenberg. 

Resolved, That the door of the Congreſs chamber be open during 
the audience to be given to the miniſter plenipotentiary of his moſt 
Chriſtian majeſty. nia 
Resolved, That the delegates of Pennſylvania be requeſted to inform 
the prelident and ſupreme executive council, and the ſpeaker and aſ- 
iembly of the ſaid ſtate, that the miniſter plenipotentiary of his moſt 

hriſtian majeſty the king of France, will receive his audience of Con- 


* 
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greſs on Wedneſday next, at twelve o'clock ; when the doors of the 
Congreſs chamber will be opened, 

Resolved, That each member of Congreſs may give two tickets for 
the admittance of other perſons to the audience, and that no perſon 
except thoſe ſpecified in the foregoing reſolution, be admitted without 
ſuch a ticket, or a ticket ſigned by the members appointed to introduce 
the miniſter to Congreſs. 

— ) —— 
Movbar, November 15, 1779, 

A letter, of this day, from W. Palfrey, pay-maſter-general, wi; 
read ; whereupon, | 

Resolved, 'Vhat W. Palfrey, Eſq; pay-maſter-general, have leave of 
abſence to viſit his family. 

A motion was made by Mr. Gerry, ſeconded by Mr. Sherman, 

„ Whereas it may be highly injurious to the intereſt of theſe United 
States, to permit candidates for public offices to vote in or otherways 
influence their own elections: ; 

Resolved, That Congreſs will not appoint any member thereof dur. 
ing the time of his ſitting, or within ſix months after he ſhall have 
been in Congreſs, to any office under the {aid ſtates for which he or any 
other for his benefit may receive any ſalary, fees or other emolument,” 

On which the previous queſtion was moved by Mr. Forbes, and ſe- 
conded by Mr. Morris, and 

The yeas and nays being required by Mr. Forbes, 

New- Hampshire, Mr. Peabody, no 5 
no 
no 


Mr. Langdon, — 


NMassacbusetts-Bay, Mr. Gerry, 
Mr. Lovell, no 
Mr. Holten, ay wy 
Mr. Patridge, no 
Connecticut, Mr. Huntington, no 
Mr. Sherman, any | 
New-York, Mr. Morris, IQ 
Mr. Lewis, 31 9 
New- Jersey Mr. Scudder, no 
. Mr. Fell, 5 divided. 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Searle, 20 
Mr. Mublenberg, ay & ay 
Mr. Shippen, no 
Maryland Mr. Plater, 0 *;.. 
MT Mr. Forbes, i vide, 
North-Carolina, Mr. Harnett, Ge 4 
Mr. Sharpe, 9 


South-Carolina, Mr. Matthews, » ay pay 
So it was reſolved in the affirmative, and the main queſtion was ſet 


aſide. f 
The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Matthews, Mr. Sharpe and , 
' Marchant, to whom was referred a memorial of captain Charles de 


Frey, brought in a report ; whereupon, | 
Resolved, That captain Charles de Frey have leave of abſence lot 


eight months. 
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TuEsDAY, November 16, 1779. 

Mr. Philip Schuyler, a delegate for the ſtate of New-York, atten- 
ded, and produced a notification of his appointment, which was read. 

The marine-committee having communicated to Congreſs a para- 
graph of a letter from J. Beatty, commilſſary-general of priſoners, in- 
forming, “ that there are ſome Spaniards on board the priſon-ſhip at 
New-York, whoſe neceſſities call for our ſupport ;” thereupon, 

Resolved, That the commiſiary-general of priſoners be directed, un- 
til the further order of Congreſs, to make the ſame proviſion for the 
Spaniſh priſoners in New-York as is made for the priſoners of the Uni- 
ied States, keeping a ſeparate account thereof. | 

The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Mercer, Mr. Houſton, Mr. Sher- 
man, Mr. Forbes, Mr. Scudder and Mr. Matthews, to whom was re- 
ferred a letter of the 21ſt of September laſt, from the council of Maſſa- 
chuſetts-Bay, report the following reſolution : 
„That although Congreſs have the higheſt ſenſe of the zeal and ex- 
ertions of the ſtate of Maſſachuſetts-Bay, in the common cauſe, and 
are at all times diſpoſed to give them every poſlible proof thereof, yet 
in the preſent ſituation of the general treaſury, and from the prefling 
neceſſity of a full and punctual payment of the taxes required for the 
proſecution of the war, their requeſt to retain the 6,000,000 of dollars, 
mentioned in their letter of the 21ſt of Seprember laſt, cannot be com- 
plied with.” | 
On the queſtion to agree to the ſaid reſolution, the yeas and nays 
being required by Mr. Gerry, | 

New-TIampsbire, Mr. Peabody, 


no Joys 
Mr. Langdon, of divided. 


Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. Gerry, no} 
Mr. Lovell, no, 
Mr. Holten, no. 
Mr. Patridge, 21 
Connecticut, Mr. Huntington, ot ay 
Mr. Sherman, ay 
New-York, Mr. Schuyler, ay 
| | Mr. Morris, 5b 
Mr. Lewis, ay 
New-Fersey, Mr. Studder, v7 
din Mr. Fell, ay 4. 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Searle, vt * 
Mr. Mublenberg, ay) © 
Delaware, Mr. 1M Kean, ay Cay 
Maryland, Mr. Plater, 72 37 
: Mr. Forbes, ay od 
Virginia, Mr. Griin, a > * 
North-Carolina, Mr. Harnett, ot _— 
Mr. Sharpe, ay\ - 
South-Carolina, Mr. Matthews, ay pay 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 


The committee on the quarter-maſter and commiſſary-general's de- 
vartments, laid before Congreſs a letter of the lit, and one of the 9th, 
from J. Wadſworth, commiſſary-general of purchaſes ; whereupon, 
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Resolved, That the rum and ſugar belonging to the public he deli. 
vered over to the committee on the commiſſary and quarter-maſter-ge. 
neral's departments, to be diſpoſed of in ſuch manner as they may, 
from time to time, direct, excepting ſuch parts thereof as the marine. 
commirtee may think neceſſary for the uſe of the continental navy, 

A report from the board of war was read; whereupon, 

Resolved, That in addition to the ſub-clothiers appointed by virtye 
of the ordinance of the 23d of March, 1779, for regulating the cloth. 
ing deparrment, the clothier-general, with the approbation of the board 
of war and the commander in chief, appoint a ſub-clothier to receive 
from the clothier-general and the ſeveral ſub-ſtate-clothiers, the pro. 
portion of clothing aſſigned the artillery, cavalry, artificers and corps 
compoled of troops from different ſtates, according to the general eſii. 
mate, and to cauſe ſuch clothing to be diſtributed to the officers and 
ſoldiers of the ſeveral corps aforeſaid, and in all other reſpeQs to go. 
vern his conduct in the execution of the ſaid buſineſs agreeably to the 
regulation of Congreſs of the 23d of March, 1779, reſpecting the ſub. 
clothiers. | | 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the ſeveral ſtates to allow the 
corps of artificers eſtabliſhed by Congreſs the 12th inſt. all the benefits 
provided for officers and ſoldiers in the line of their quotas of the conti- 
nental battalions, except the half-pay : 

That the commanding-officer of the corps of artificers ſhall be alloy- 
ed the {ame pay and ſubſiſtence as a lieutenant-colonel ; 

That the allowance of pay, ſubſiſtence and clothing of the other offi. 
cers and men of the ſaid artificers, be the ſame with that of the artil- 
lery-artificers under the command of colonel B. Flower. 

On motion of Mr. Gerry, ſeconded by Mr. Lovell, 

Resolved, That the deputy ſecretary of Congreſs be allowed at the 
rate of 10,000 dollars per annum, until the further order of Congreſs, 

Congreſs proceeded to the election of a deputy-ſecretary ; and, the 
ballots being taken, Mr. George Bond was ele ded. 

The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Sherman, Mr. Paca and Mr. 

Dickinſon, to whom was referred a letter of the 25th of Odober laſt 
from Dr. J. Morgan, brought in a report; whereupon, 
Resolved, That it be recommended to the executive authority of 
the reſpeQive ſtates, upon the application of the judge advocate for 
that purpoſe, to grant proper writs requiring and compelling the per- 
ſon or perſons whoſe attendance ſhall be requeſted by the {aid judge, 
to appear and give teſtimony in any cauſe depending before a court- 
martial ; and that it be recommended to the legiſlatures of the ſeveral 
ſtates to veſt the neceſſary powers for the purpoſes aforeſaid in their 
executive authorities, if the ſame he not already done. 

Resolved, That in cafes not capital in trials in courts-martial, depo- 
ſieions may be given in evidence, provided the proſecutor and perſon 
accuſed are preſent at the taking the ſame. 

On motion of Mr. Langdon, ſeconded by Mr. Morris, 

Resolved, That the marine-committee be authorized, from time to 
time, to appoint advocates for the purpoſe of taking care of and ma- 
naging the maritime cauſes, in which the United States are or may be 
concerned, | 
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Ordered, That Mr. Langdon have leave of abſence. 


— 28 
NEDNESDATr, November 17, 1779. 

According to order, the hon. chevalier de la Luzerne, miniſter ple- 
zipotentiary of his molt Chriſtian majeſty, was introduced to an audi- 
ence by Mr. Matthews and Mr. Morris, the two members for that 
purpole appointed, and being ſeated in his chair, the ſecretary of the 
embaſſy delivered to the preſident a letter from his moſt Chriſtian ma- 
jeſty, of which the following is a tranſlation : 


To our very dear great Friends and Allies the President and Members 
of the General Congress of the United States of North-America : 


Very dear, great Friends and Allies, | 

THE bad ſtate of health of the ſicur Gerard, our miniſter plenipo- 
tentiary to you, having laid him under the neceſſity of applying for a 
recal, we have made choice of the chevalier de la Luzerne, a colonel 
in our {ervice, to ſupply his place. We have no doubt but he will be 
agreeable to you, and that you will repoſe entire confidence in him. 
We pray you to give full credit to all he ſhall ſay to you on our behalf, 
eſpecially when he ſhall aure you of the ſincerity of our wiſhes for 
your proſperity, as well as of the conſtancy of our affection and of 
our friendſhip for the United States in general, and for each one of 
them in particular. We pray God to keep you, our very dear, great 
friends and allies, in his holy protection. 


Done at Verſailles, the 31ſt of May, 1779. 
As Your good friend and ally, 
(Signed) Lovis. 
(Underneath) | GRAVIER DE VERGENNES, 


The miniſter was then announced to the houſe ; whereupon he aroſe, 
and addreſſed Congreſs, in a ſpeech, which, when he had finiſhed, the 
ſecretary delivered in writing to the preſident, and of which the follow- 
ing is a tranſlation: 


Gentlemen, 


THE wiſdom and courage which have founded your republic ; the 
prudence which preſides over your deliberations ; your firmneſs in ex- 
ecution ; the ſkill and valour diſplayed by your generals and ſoldiers, 
during the courſe of the war, have attracted the admiration and regard 
of the whole world. The king, my maſter, was the firſt to acknowledge 
a liberty acquired midſt ſo many perils and with ſo much glory. Since 
treaties dictated by moderation, have fixed upon a permanent baſe the 
union of France with the American republic, his majeſty's whole con- 
duct muſt have demonſtrated how dearly he tenders your proſperity, 
and his firm reſolution to maintain your independence by every means 
in his power. The events which have ſucceſſively unfolded themſelves, 
ſhew the wiſdom of thoſe meaſures. A powerful ally hath acknow- 
ledged the juſtice of thoſe motives which had compelled the king to 
take arms, and we may reaſonably hope for the moſt ſolid ſuccels, from 
the operations of the united fleets. The naval force of the enemy hath 
been diverted from your continent. Compelled to flee to the defence 
ef their own poſſeſſions, all their efforts have been too feeble to pre- 
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vent our troops from. conquering a confiderable part. The other Bi. 
tiſh iſlands feared the fame lot, when the French general ſtopped the 
current of his ſucceſs, to feek new dangers here. In conforming to 
his majeſty's intentions, he has complied with his own inclinations, the 
deſires of the French, and the requeſt of the Americans, which invi. 
ted him to join his arms to thoſe of your republic. Events have not 
completely anſwered his courage and his efforts, but his blood and that 
of my countrymen, ſhed in a cauſe fo dear to us, hath cemented the 
baſe on which the alliance is founded, and impreſſed on it a character 
as indelible as are all thoſe by which it is already conſecrated, 

That alliance, gentlemen, becomes daily more inditfoluble, and the 
benefits which the two nations derive from it, have given it the moſt 
perfect conſiſtence. The relations of commerce between the ſubjeds 
of the king, my maſter, and the inhabitants of the thirteen United 
States continually multiply ; and we may already perceive, in ſpite of 
thoſe obſtacles which embarrat3 the reciprocal communication, how ne. 
tural it 1s, how advantageous it will be to the two nations and all who 
participate in it, and bow much the monopolizing ſpirit, the jealous 
attention and prohibitory edicts of the enemy to your freedom, have 
been prejudicial to your happineſs. 

It is under theſe circumſtances, gentlemen, that the king, my mal. 
ter, hath been pleaſed to appoint me his miniſter plenipotentiary to 
you. You have ſeen in the letter which I had juſt now the honor to 
deliver from him, freſh aſſurances of his friendſhip. I conſider as the 


happieſt circumſtance of my life, a miſſion in the courſe of which I am 


certain of fulfilling my duty when I labour for your proſperity ; and 
I felicitate myſelt upon being ſent to a nation whoſe intereſts are ſo 
intimately blended with our own, that I can be uſeful neither to France 
nor the American republic, without rendering myſelf agreeable both 
to the one and to the other. | | 

It was certainly defirable that the affairs with which I am charged, 
had remained in the hands of that enlightened miniſter whom I fuc- 
ceed, and whoſe health compels him to return to France. I have not 
his abilities, but like him 1 have an unbounded zeal for the welfare 
and ſucceſs of the common cauſe; like him I am directed to concur in 
every thing which can be uſeful or agreeable to your republic, I have 
the ſame attachment to the people, you, gentlemen, repreſent, and the 
tame admiration of their conduct. I have the moſt fervent wiſh to 
give you proofs of it, and I hope by theſe different titles to merit your 
confidence and your eſteeqn. 

| | I's CHEV. DE LA LUZERNE» 
To which the Preſident returned the following anſwer : 
SIR, wn 

THE early attention of our good friend and ally to theſe United 
States is gratefully felt by all their virtuous citizens; and we ſhould 
be unfaithful repreſentatives if we did not watmly acknowledge every 
inſtance of his regard, and take every opportunity of expreſſing the 
attachment of our conſtituents to treaties formed upon the pureſt prin- 
eiples. | 

His moſt Chriſtian majeſty, in rendering himſelf protector of the 
rights of mankind, became entitled to aſſiſtance from the friends of 
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nun. This title could not but be recognized by a monarch whoſe dia- 
gem is adorned with equity and truth: that monarch by joining his 
ums to thoſe of our great ally hath given a fatal blow to the com- 
mon enemy; and from the juſtneſs of the motives which unite the com- 
tined fleets, we expect the moſt ſolid benefits will crown their opera- 
tions; nor can we doubt that other powers will rejoice to ſee that 
haughty nation humbled, in proportion as they have been inſulted by 
ber preſumptuous arrogance. 

We well know, and all the world muſt acknowledge, the modera- 
tion and friendſhip of the moſt Chriſtian king, in neglecting conqueſts 
which courted his acceptance for the benevolent pleaſure of ſuccour- 
ing his allies. In this as in every other inſtance, we perceive his ſtrict 
adherence to the principles of our defenſive alliance. We are ſenſible 
of the zeal of the French general, in executing his majeſty's orders. 


We eſteem his courage, we lament his wounds, and we reſpeCt that 


renerous valour which hath led your countrymen to contend with ours 
in the ſame common cauſe, in the ſame field of glory. A noble emula- 
tion which hath poured out the blood of the two nations, and mingled 
it together as a ſacred pledge of perpetual union! | 

The conſequences which have followed from the appearance of the 
French fleet upon our coaſts, particularly by diſconcerting the enemy's 
plans of operation, and deſtroying a conſiderable part of their naval 
force, demonſtrate the wiſdom of the meaſure. That they have not 
been ſtill more beneficial, is to be attributed to thoſe incidents which 


in the hand of Omnipotence determine all human events: but our diſ- 


wpointment is compenſated by reflecting on the perfect harmony that 
ſubiſted between the generals and the troops of the two nations. 


The proſperous courſe of the campaign gives a pleaſing hope that 


the moment of peace may ſoon arrive, when the reciprocation of mu- 


tual good offices ſhall amply recompence our mutual labours and cares; 


and we doubt not, but in that moment the commerce between the al- 
led nations, now ſtruggling under great inconveniencies, will ſhoot 
forth with vigor and advantage, and happily demonſtrate the injuries 
ye once ſuffered from the reſtraints of our enemies. 

While we lament, fr, the loſs of your worthy predeceſſor, we are 
ed from your perſonal character to the pleaſing expectation that you 
will poſſeſs that confidence and eſteem which he enjoyed. They are 
due to the ſervant of our benefactor : we are happy in his choice, and 
being thoroughly convinced of the intimate connection between the 
ntereſts and views of the allied nations, we cannot but perſuade our- 
klves that the more attentively you ſhall perform your duty to your 
byereign, and the more f{edulouſly you ſhall guard and promote the 


welfare of your country, the more agreeable and reſpectable you will 


render yourſelf to the citizens of America. 


The ſecretary of Congreſs delivered to the miniſter a copy of the 


foregoing reply, dated in Congreſs, November 17, 1779, and ſigned 
Samuel Huntington, preſident. Whereupon the miniſter withdrew, 
an * conducted home in the manner in which he was brought to the 
oule, | | 

The committee on the treaſury brought in a report; 

Resolved, That 5,000,040 dollars be emitted on the faith of the 
Vai, V. 8 2 
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United States, and under the direction of the board of treaſury, in 


bills of credit of the following denominations, viz. . 
5 13,158 bills of 65 dollars. = 855,270 
13,158 do, of 60 do. - 789,480 
13,158 do. of 55 do. - 723,690 
13,158 do, of 50 do. - 657,900 
13,158 do. of 45 do. - 592,110 
13,158 do, of 40 do. - 526,320 
13,1383 de. of 40. — 460,530 
13,158 do, of 30 do. - 394,740 
5,000,040 


That the ſaid bills, excepting the numbers, be of the ſame tenor 
and date as the emiſſions direCted on the 17th of September laſt, and 
be numbered from the laſt number in every denomination progreſſively, 

Resolved, That the farther ſum of 5,050,500 dollars, be emitted on 
the faith of the United States, and under the direction of the board 
of treaſury, in bills of credit of the following denominations, viz, 


27,300 bills of 80 dollars, — 2,184,000 
27,300 Go. of 70 do. — 1,911,000 
27,300 do. of 20 do. . 546,000 
27,300 do. of 5 do. - 136,500 
27,800 do, of 4 do, - 109,200 
27,300 do. of 3 do. . 81,900 
ST,300 . of . - 54,600 
27,00 do. of 1 do. > 27,300 

5,050,500 


That the ſaid bills, excepting the numbers, be of the ſame tenor 
and date as thoſe emitted the 14th of October laſt, and be numbered 
from the laſt number in every denomination progreſſively. 

— H4© 22 — | 
THURSDAY, November 18, 1779. 

A letter, of the 14th, from gen. Waſhington, was read ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That the preſident inform general Waſhington, that Con- 
greſs approve the ſentiments and opinion expreſſed in his letter of the 


| 14th inſtant, and deſire that he may take what meaſures he thinks moſ 


proper upon the intelligence he muſt have by this time received. 

A letter, of the 29th of October, from colonel Safford, was read, en- 
cloſing a letter of the 21ſt of the ſame month, from Jacob Safford, ar 
enſign in colonel Warner's regiment, requeſting leave to reſign: 

Re solved, That the reſignation of enſign Jacob Safford be accepted. 

Ordered, That Mr. Dickinſon have leave of abſence. 

— 922. | 
Frinar, November 19, 1779. . 

Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of the report of the committee 
on the repreſentation of the legiſlative council and general aſſembly 
of New-Jerſey, and the proceedings of the convention of commiſhon- 
ers from the five eaſtern- ſtates, and thereupon came to the following 
reſolutions : 

Whereas the fluctuating ſtate of prices not only cauſes inequality 


% 


und injuſtic 
tom the ſe 
er eſtimat 
employed 1 
mates, ACC 
ceding ye: 
aft, have b 
neceſſary f 
former pric 
xcordingh 
the lum rai 
Resolvec 
forthwith 1 
general lin 
on the foll 
the firſt da. 
Articles 
wages of 
exceed twe 
of the yea 
Articles 
hour and 
for freight 
Salt and 
ſtom abroz 
Resolve 
nt laws 
ſery meaſu 
Resol ve 
tern-ſtates 
ſonnecticu 
ton to the 
it is never 
theſe reſo] 
ed and at 
Resol ve. 
ſs for the 
tlons that 
That ac 
o make p 
carriages « 
pectively 
bruary, 17 
lecommen 
that ſuch 
Woreſaid, 
Igregate 
lud firſt d: 
laws may 
The las 
That 


NOVEMBER 1779. 317 


1nd injuſtice in private dealings, and in furniſhing the public ſupplies 
ſom the ſeveral ſtates, but renders it impracticable to make the pro- 

eſtimates for future expenſes, and to fix equitable ſalaries for thoſe 
employed in the ſervice of the United States: and whereas the eſti. 
mites, according to which the requiſitions for the taxes of the ſuc. 
ceding year have been made by the reſolution of the 6th of October 
Lf, have been formed on the principle, that the prices of commodities 
neceſſary for the public uſe, would not exceed twenty fold of the 
former prices, and ſhould they riſe above that rate, the taxes muſt be 
xcordingly encreaſed, but ſhould they fall below it, the ſurplus of 
the lum raiſed may be applied to the ſinking fund: therefore, 

Resolved, That it be earneſtly recommended to the ſeveral ſtates 
forthwith to enact laws for eſtabliſhing and carrying into execution 2 
general limitation of prices throughout their reſpective juriſdictions, 
on the following principles, and to commence in their operation from 
the firſt day of February next : 

Articles of domeſtic produce, farming and common labour, the 
wages of tradeſmen and mechanics, water and land-carriage, not to 
txceed twenty fold of the prices current through the various ſeaſons 
of the year 1774. 

Articles imported from foreign parts to be in due proportion with 
hour and the articles as above ſtated, making a proper allowance 
fr freight, inſurance and other charges. 

Salt and military-ſtores, whether of home manufacture, or imported 
from abroad, to be excepted from limitation of price. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the ſeveral ſtates to enact 
int laws againſt engroſſing and withholding ; and to take the neceſ- 
fry meaſures for having the ſame carried into full execution. 

Resolved, That the proceedings of the commiſhoners from the eaſ- 
tern-ſtates to New-York incluſive, at their meeting in Hartford, in 
(Connecticut, on the 20th of October laſt, diſcover a generous atten- 
tion to the public good, and are well calculated to promote the fame: 
t is nevertheleſs expected that no time will be loſt in giving effect to 
theſe reſolutions, as the ſame general purpoſe may thereby be attain- 
ed and at an earlier period. | 

Resolved, That all officers and agents employed in making purcha- 
s for the United States, be directed to conform ſtrictly to all regula- 
ons that are or may be eſtabliſhed in the ſeveral ſtates : 

That accounts be kept and returns made by all perſons employed 
o make purchaſes in behalf of the United States, or to hire veſſel:, 
arriages or men for the ſervice of the ſame, of the prices by them re- 
hedtively given in ſuch ſtates as ſhall not before the firſt day of Fe- 
bruary, 1780, paſs laws for the limitation of prices agreeable to the 
ecommendation contained in the foregoing reſolutions ; to the intent 
that ſuch ſtates as ſhall have neglected to paſs laws for the purpoſes 
woreſaid, may reſpectively be charged in the public accounts with the 
Egregate amount of the difference of prices paid from and after the 
id firſt day of February, 1780, in ſuch ſtates and thoſe in which ſucl, 
laws may have been enaced. 

The laſt reſolution reported by the committee, being read, viz. 

That it be recommended to the legiſlatures of the ſeveral ſlate: 
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to reviſe their laws for making the paper currency a tender in the yay. of 
ment of debts, and ſo to frame them that injuſtice to creditors and debt, ye 
ors may be prevented :” and an amendment being moved by M; an 
Witherſpoon, ſeconded by Mr. Forbes, by adding the words « ang th 
that the injuſtice, which has already taken place may be remedied a; off 
far as may be practicable :” _ ve 
A motion was made by Mr. Gerry, ſeconded by Mr. Matthews 
that the conſideration of that part of the report and the amendment. oft 
be poſtponed ; ma 
On which tke yeas and nays being required by Mr. Forbes, da; 
New- Hampsbire, Mr. Peabody, 1 Ea 
Mr. Longin, TT divided. Ea 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. Gerry, ay La 
Mr. Lovell, ay La 
Mr. Holten, ay (Y Ea 
Mr. Patridge, ay Ea 
Rhode- Island, Mr. Marchant, no no Ea 
Connecticut, Mr. Huntington, no Lai 
Mr. Sherman, no V no Eat 
| Mr. Root, no = 
New-York, Mr. Schuyler ay dc: 4 
Mr. 5 8 divided. Eac 
New-Fersey, Mr. Witherspoon, ay Eac 
| | Mr. Scudder, ay 1 
Mr. Fell, © no (% 4 
Mr. Houston, ay pou 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Searle, ay 1 
| Mr. Mublenberg, 42 
Mr. Sippen, ay 
Maryland, Mr. Plater, a 5 
ig Mr. Forbes, 2 A 
Virginia, Mr. Griffin, no > * 
North-Carolina, Mr. Harnett, ay 
| Mr. Sharpe, | vi 2 
South-Carolina, Mr. Matthews, ay gay 
So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 
— — 


| SATURDAY, November 20, 1779. 

Mr. J. M*Lene, a delegate for the ſtate of Pennſylvania, attended, 
and took his ſeat in Congreſs. 

Mr. R. R. Livingſton, a delegate for the ſtate of N. York, attend- 
ed, and produced the credentials of his appointment, which were read. 

Congreſs took into conſideration the report of the medical-commit- 
tee on the hoſpital-ſtaff ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That the direQor-general, deputy direQors-general, the 
aſſiſtant deputy-directors, the phyſicians and ſurgeons-general of the 
hoſpitals and army, the ſenior ſurgeons, the ſecond or junior ſurgeons 
the apothecaries-general, and apothecaries-mates or aſſiſtants, the hol. 
pital-chaplains, regimental-ſurgeons and mates, mates of the military: 
hoſpitala, commiſſaries, aſſiſtant- commiſſaries, pay-maſters and ſte wales 
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ef the hoſpital, who ſhall have been in the ſervice for the ſpace of one 
year, and are at preſent employed in the ſame, ſhall each be entitled 
annually to draw clothing from the ſtores of the clothier-general, in 
the ſame manner and under the ſame regulations as are eſtabliſhed for 
officers of the line by a reſolution of Congreſs of the 26th day of No- 
vember, 1777. 

Resolved, That until the further order of Congreſs, the following 
officers of the military-holpital ſhall be entitled to ſubſiſtence, in like 
manner as is granted to officers of the line by a reſolution of the 18th 
day of Augult laſt, and in the following proportions, viz. 


Each deputy diretor-general, 500 dollars per month. 
Each aſſiſtant deputy director, 400 do. 
Each phylician-general and ſurgeon-general, 500 do. 
Each phyſician and ſurgeon-general, 500 do. 
Each ſenior ſurgeon, 400 do. 
Each junior ſurgeon, 300 do. 
Each apothecary-general, 400 do. 
Each apothecary's aſſiſtant or mate, 100 do. 
Each coinmiſſary, 300 do. 
Each commiſſary's aſſiſtant, 200 do. 
Each clerk, who 1s to be pay-maſter, 200 do. 
Each ſteward, 100 do. 
Each chaplain, 400 do. 


The ſame to commence from the 18th day of Auguſt laſt. 

Resolved, That all mates neceſſarily employed in the military-hoſ- 
pital or army ſhall, during ſervice, be entitled to the ſame ſubſiſtence 
as is given to regimental-mates, viz. 100 dollars per month. 

————_ —w — 
Novar, November 22, 1779. 

The committee appointed to correſpond with the commanding-of- 
ficer of the ſouthern-department, laid before Congreſs a letter of the 
24th of October from major-general Lincoln, which was read, together 
with a liſt of articles wanted for the ſouthern-department : 

Ordered, That the liſt encloſed be referred to the board of war, and 
that the board order as many of the ſaid articles as can be ſpared, con- 
fiſtent with the general ſervice, to be ſent with all-diſpatch to the 
louthern- department. | | 

Ordered, That the marine-committee give every aſſiſtance in their 
power in forwarding ſtores and troops to South-Carolina. 

A petition from captain John Palfrey, a priſoner, was read : 

Ordered, That the petitioner be permitted on parole to proceed to 
Boſton, and that his petition be referred to the council of the ſaid ſtate, 
to take order thereon, 

Resolved, That the medical- committee be inſtructed to reviſe the ſe- 
veral refolutions paſled reſpecting the hoſpital-department, and to di- 
geſt and arrange them with ſuch amendments as may make the whole 
conſiſtent with and conformable to the alterations made by Congreſs 
in the original ſyſtem, and report the ſame to Congreſs. 

Resolved, That two members be added to the committee of com- 
merce, in the room of Mr. Laurens and Mr. Lewis, who are abſent: 


The members choſen, Mr. Griffin and Mr. Harnett. 


l 
| 
| 
| 


. 
1 
| 
| 
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The board of war, to whom was referred the memorial of the baron 
de Bonſtellen, brought in a report; whereupon, 

Resolved, That Congreſs have a due ſenſe of the zeal of the baron 
de Bonſtellen for the ſervice of the United States ; but that it is not 
compatible with the preſent arrangement of the army to employ him 
in a ſtation ſuited to his military pretenſions, nor conſiſtent with the 
principles eſtabliſhed for rank and promotion therein, to grant him the 
brevet he requeſts. 

Resolved, That the remainder of the report be referred to the ma- 
rine-committee, to take order thereon. 

— -—— QC ———k =-——= 
TutsDAY, November 23, 1779. 
According to order, Congreſs was reſolved into a committee of the 


_ whole, and after ſome time the prelident reſumed the chair, and Mr, 


Plater reported, that the committee have had under conſideration the 
report of the committee on ways and means, and come to a conclu- 
fon thereon, which he was directed to report: | 

The report being read, 

«© That bills of exchange be drawn on Mr. J. Jay, to the amount 
of C. 100,000 ſterling, and on Mr. Henry Laurens to the amount of 
C. 100,000 ſterling, payable at fix months fight ; and that the ſame 
be ſold at the current rate of exchange.” | 

A diviſion was called for, and that the firſt queſtion be, that bills 
of exchange be drawn on Mr. J. Jay, to the amount of LF. 100,000 
ſterling, payable at ſix months fight ; and that the ſame be ſold at 
the current rate of exchange. 

On which the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Forbes, 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Peabody, ay >ay 


Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. Lovell, ay 

Mr. Holten, ay > ay 

Mr. Patridge, no 
Connecticut, Mr. Huntington, ay 

Mr. Sherman, 92 

Mr. Root, no 
New-York, Mr. Schuyler, 2 | 

Mr. Livingston, ay * 
New-Fersey, Mr. Witherspoon, ay 

Mr. Scudder, ay 

Mr. Fell, no (Y 

Mr. Houston, ay 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Searle, ay 

Mr. Shippen, 42 

Mr. M.Lene, ay 
Maryland, Mr. Plater, a 2 

g Mr. Forbes, 2 divideds 

North-Carolina, Mr. Harnett, It 5 

Mr. Sharpe, ay 7 
South-Carolina, Mr. Matthews, ay pay 


Zo it was reſolved in the affirmative. | 
The queſtion was taken on the ſecond part ; 
Reſolved in the affirmative, 
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Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to report on the 
manner of carrying the above reſolution into effect: | 

The members choſen, Mr. Livingſton, Mr. Matthews and Mr. 
Gerry. | 

Skin That a member be appointed to the board of war, Im the 
room of Mr. Atlee : 

The member choſen, Mr. R. R. Livingſton. ; 

Resolved, That the board of treaſury be authorized to appoint one 
or more ſpecial commiſſioners of accounts in conjunction with any one 
or two of the commiſſioners already appointed, to proceed to Maryland, 
in order to ſettle ſuch public accounts as the ſaid board ſhall direct. 

WEDNESDAY, November 24, 1779, 

The delegates of Connecticut laid before Congreſs their credentials, 
which were read. 

The delegates of New-Hampſhire laid before Congreſs the creden- 
tials of their appointment, which were read, 

Resolved, That two members be added to the committee of foreign 
affaifs: 

The members choſen, Mr. Houſton and Mr. Livingſton. 

A letter, of the 23d, from the board of war, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the marine- committee to take order 
thereon, and that the quarter-maſter be diſcharged from procuring a 
veſſel to forward ſtores to South-Carolina, as directed by the reſolution 
of the 11th inſtant. 

On petition of John Palfrey: 

Resolved That the order of the 22d on his former petition be re- 
conſidered and repealed, and that the ſaid petition be referred to the 


preſident and ſupreme executive council of Pennſylvania to take or- 
der thereon. | 


A letter, of the 22d, from Dr. J. Morgan, was read: 

Ordered, That the ſame be tranſmitted to the commander in chief, 
Dr, Shippen being firſt furniſhed with a copy thereof. 
— 2 — 

THURSDAY, November 25, 1779. 

A report from the board of war was read ; whereupon, 

Congreſs came to the following reſolutions : 

Whereas Congreſs, by ſundry reſolutions, have provided that clothe 
ing be furniſhed to officers of the line and others at prices proportioned 
to their pay; but no enumeration of the articles intended to be com- 
prehended in a ſuit of clothes, having been made, or any rules expli- 
citly laid down for the delivery of or payment for the ſame : 

Resolved, That the following articles be delivered as a ſuit of clothes 
for the current and every ſucceeding year of their ſervice, to the offi- 
cers of the line and ſtaff, entitled by any reſolution of Congreſs to re- 
ceive the ſame, viz. 

One hat ; one watch-coat ; one body-coat ; four veſts, one for win- 
ter and three for ſummer; four pair of breeches, two for winter and 
two for ſummer; four fhirts ; four ſtocks ; ſix pair of ſtockings, three 
pair thereof worſted and three of thread; four pair of ſhoes. 

For which articles of clothing the officers ſhall pay, on receipt there- 


— —U— — — RIS 
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of, one-half more than the prices at which the ſame were currently fold 


be fore the commencement of hoſtilities in April, 1775; and for this end, 


the purchaſing agents employed on continental account ſhall tranſmit 
to the clothier-general, with the clothing they ſhall reſpectively pur- 
chale; the prices marked thereon at the rates aforeſaid, and alſo cor. 
rect invoices of the ſame, and copies of ſuch rates and invoices, to the 
board of war. And all clothing purchaſed on continental account by 
the reſpective ſtates ſhall be valued, marked and invoiced in like man- 
ner, and copies of ſuch invoices and rates allo tranſmitted to the board 
of war and the clothier-general: the clothing fo purchaſed ſhall be 
diſtributed to and among the ſub or ſtate-clothiers, to be iſſued by 
them to the regimental-clothiers, and by the latter to the officers of 
the regiments and corps; and the ſaid regimental-clothiers ſhall re. 
ceive from the officers, on delivery of the clothing, the prices thereof 
ſo fixed; and they ſhall every three months ſettle their accounts of 
monies received for clothing with the auditors of the army in which 
they ſhall ſerve, and pay the monies which in ſuch ſettlements ſhall 
be found chargeable to them or in their hands, to they pay-maſter. 
general or deputy pay-maſter-general of the army or detachment in 
which ſuch regimental-clothiers ſhall ſerve. And the ſaid pay-maſter. 
general or deputy pay-maſter-general ſhall make returns of the amount 
of all ſuch monies ſo received to the board of treaſury, that the ſaid 
pay-maſter-general or deputy pay-maſter-general may be duly charged 
with the ſame. The auditors making ſuch ſettlements with the regi- 
mental-clothiers, {hall tranſmit to the pay-maſter or deputy pay-maſ. 
ter-general abſtracts of ſuch ſettlements, ſpecifying the balances due 
from the regimental-clothiers reſpectively, that in caſes of neglect, 
they may be duly called on for payment of the ſame: copies of ſuch 
abſtracts ſhall alſo be tranſmitted to the board of treaſury, Except- 
ing from this rule of diſtribution all ſtaff- officers not taken from the 
line, who are to receive their clothing immediately from the clothier- 
general; or, if attached to the corps of or reſiding in any ſtate at a 
diſtance from the clothier-general's ſtore, from the ſub-clothier of ſuch 
ſtate; paying for the ſame at the rates aforeſaid. And all monies ſo 
received by the clothier-general or ſub or ſtate-clothiers, ſhall be pla- 
ced to the credit of the United States, and accounts thereof duly tranſ- 
mitted to the board of treaſury, The clothier-general to be charged 
in the ſettlement of his contingent account with the monies ſo receiv- 
ed, and the ſub or ſtate-clothiers to be accountable for and pay the 
monies received by them, to the order of the executive of the ſtate ap- 
pointing them reſpectively; and the ſtate to be charged in its cloth» 
ing account with the amount of ſuch monies. Excepting alſo all ſtaff- 
officers who receive commiſhons on their expenditures of public mo- 
nies, who are not to receive any clothing provided at continental ex- 
enſe. 

That all clothing iſſued to non- commiſſioned officers and ſoldiers, en- 
liſted artificers and waggoners, beyond that allowed to them as a boun- 
ty, ſhall alſo be valued and paid for at the rate before-mentioned; 
but no non-commiſſioned officer, ſoldier, waggoner or artificer, ſhall 
be entitled to purchaſe in any one year, out of the public ſtore, an) 
other additional articles than thoſe of hats, hoſe, ſhirts and ſhoes, and 
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not more of theſe than are abſolutely neceſſary, and not exceding the 
pumber of the like articles allowed as their bounty clothing. 

That all the clothing before- mentioned for officers in the line and 
ſoldiers, ſhall be iſſued on returns certified by the commanding-officer 
of the corps to which they belong; all clothing to ſtaff-officers on the 
certificates of their principal with the army or in the diſtrict within 
which they ſhall ſerve; to artificers, on the certificate of the command- 
ing-officer of their corps; and to waggoners on the certificate of the 
quarter-maſter-general, one of the aſſiſtant quarter-maſters- general or 
of the deputy quarter-maſter-general employing them, or of the wag- 
gon-maſter- general or deputy waggon-maſter-general under whom they 
ſerves 

That no ſtaff-officer, artificer or waggoner, not being engaged for 
atleaſt one year, ſhall receive clothing; and if any ſuch officer, artifi- 
cr or waggoner, being engaged for one year or more, after receipt of 
ſuch clothing, ſhall quit the ſervice before the expiration of the term 
for which he or they are or ſhall be engaged, he or they ſhall forfeit and 
pay the full value of ſuch clothing, and be ſubject to all other penalties 
and inconveniences attending his or their breach of contract, or deſer- 
tion, 

Congreſs proceeded to the election of a commiſſioner of the board of 
treaſury ; and, the ballots being taken, 

John Gibſon, was elected. | 

A motion was made by Mr. Gerry, ſeconded by Mr. Sherman, in 
the following words : 

« Whereas it may be highly injurious to the intereſt of theſe Uni- 
ted States, to permit candidates for public offices to vote in or other- 
viſe influence their own elections: 

Resolved, That Congreſs will not appoint any member thereof du- 
ring the time of his fitting, or within ſix months after he ſhall have 
teen in Congreſs, to any office under the ſaid ſtates for which he or 
any other for his benefit may receive any ſalary, fees or other emolu- 
ment.“ . 

Whereupon it was moved by Mr. Livingſton, ſeconded by Mr. 
dearle, to poſtpone the conſideration thereof: 


On which the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Gerry, 


New-Hampsbire, Mr. Peabody, no n 
Massachusetis-Bay, Mr. Gerry, no 
Te Mr. Lovell, no | 
Mr. Holten, no * 
Mr. Patridge, no : 
Rbode-Island, Mr. Marchant, no no 
Connecticut, Mr. Huntington, no 
Mr. Sherman, no I no 
Mr. Root, ay 
New-York, Mr. Schuyler, ay I 
a Mr. Livingston, 2 2 
Ner- Jersey, Mr. Scudder, no 
| Mr. Fell, ay bay 
| ; Mr. Houston, ay 
FPennsylvania, Mr. MLene, no no 
01. V. T. 2 
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Maryland, 


Virginia, 
North-Carolina, 


SCoutb-Carolina, 


Mr. Plater, 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. Harnett, 


Mr. 


Mr. Matthews, 


So it paſſed in the negative. 


A motion was made by Mr. Schuyler, ſeconded by Mr. Sharpe, af. 
ter the words “ in Congreſs,” to inſert the words “ unleſs he ſhall have 
been deprived of his ſeat by the act of the legiſlature of the ſtate which 


he repreſented.” 


On which the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Peabody, 
Peabody, 


New-Hampshire, 
 Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-lsland, 
Connecticut, 
New-Tork, 

: New-TJersey, 
Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, 


Virginia, 
Nortb-Caroli na, 


South-Carolina, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr . 
Mr. 


So it paſſed in the negative. 


A motion was made by Mr. Schuyler, ſeconded by Mr. Sharpe, to 
add to the original motion as follows, ( unleſs to the office of ambaſſa- 
dor, plenipotentiary or envoy to a foreign ſtate, and unleſs to the 


Forbes, 
Griffin, 


Sharpe, 


Gerry, 
Lovell, 
Holten, 


Patridge, 
Marchant, 
Huntington, 
Sherman, 


Root, 


» Schuyler, 
Livingston, 


Fell, 


Houston, 
Sbippen, 
M Lene, 


Plater, 
Forbes, 


Griffin, 


Harnett, 


Sharpe, 


Matthews, 


no Sno 
no 
1 no 
no 
no 
no 10 
no 
no > no 
ay 
a 
4. ay 
ay 
no 
no 
21 
It | 
no 
no 
a 
55 ay 
ay 


no >no 


office of a commiſſioner ro negociate a foreign loan.” 


On which the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Peabody, 
Mr. Peabody, 


New- Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Tsland, 
Connecticut, 


New-York, 


Mr. 


Mr. Lovell, 8 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Gerry, 
Holten, 


Patridge, 
Marchant, 
Huntington, 
» Sherman, 


Root, 


Schuyler, 
L ivingston, 


no >no 
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no no 


no 
no & no 
oy 


282 
ay 8 


So it 
On r 
Reso 
of the « 
under t 
the con 
board © 


de diſc} 


A let 
of comr 
A re} 
Re gol 


ſtaff, (r 


NOVEMBER 1779. 325 


New- Jersey, Mr. Fell, 4 
2 Mr. Houston, 25 divided. 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Shippen, 2 3 
| Mr. M<Lene, no 
Maryland Mr. Plater, a 3 
wy Mr. Forbes, 15 5 divided. 
Virginia, Mr. Grifin, ay > # 
North-Carolina, Mr. Harnett, ay 
Mr. Sharpe, ayS * 
South-Carolina, Mr. Matthews, no >no 


So it paſſed in the negative. 

The previous queſtion was then moved by Mr. Holten, ſeconded by 
Mr. Marchant. 

On which the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Gerry, 


New- Hampshbire, Mr. Peabody, no no 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. Gerry, no 
Mr. Lovell, a 1 
Mr. Hulten, S idea. 
Mr. Patridge, no 
Rhode-Island, Mr. Marchant, ay Say 
Connecticut, Mr. Huntington, 1 
| Mr. Sherman, no > ay 
Mr. Root, ay 
New-York, Mr. Schuyler, v7 
Mr. Livingston, ay oY 
New-Tersey, Mr. Fell, | 4 < 
Mr. Houston, ay, 
Pennsylvania Mr. Shippen, a ; 
o ; Mr. 7 21 divided. 
Maryland, Mr. Plater, a 
ET, Mr. Forbes, 9 * 
Virginia, Mr. Eriſfin, no > * 
Nortb-Carolina, Mr. Harnett, a 2 , | 
Mr. Sharpe, 455 7 
South Carolina, Mr. Matthews, no >no 6 * 
So it paſſed in the affirmative, and the main queſtion was ſet aſide. | +38 
On motion of Mr. Marchant, ſeconded by Mr. Root, | Lt. 


Resolved, That the departments of the quarter-maſter-general and 5 
of the commiſſaries-general of purchaſes and iſſues be for the future, F 


under the ſuperintendency and direction of the board of war; and that | T1 
the committee of Congreſs on thoſe departments deliver over to the 9 
board of war all papers in their hands reſpeQing them, and thereupon : it 
de diſcharged. 1 ) 

—— <Þ — 7 


Fripar, November 26, 1779. | 
A letter, of this day, from J. Gibſon, was read, accepting the office 
of commiſſioner of the board of treaſury. 
A report from the board of war was read; whereupon, ': BAY 
Resolved, That the returns for clothing for officers in the medica! 
aff, (regimental-ſurgeons and their mates, * are to draw with the 


by 
* 
15 
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regimental ſtaff, excepted) be ſigned by the direQor-general, or the 
phyſician- general and ſurgeon-general of the diſtrict, and ſuch clothing 
ſhall be delivered either by the clothier-general or any ſub-clothierin 
the ſtate in which the officer to receive clothing hail reſide, as is pro- 
vided in the caſes of other ſtaff- officers not taken from the line: 
That no clothing ſhall be ſold or delivered to non-commiſſioned offi 
cers or ſoldiers beyond the articles they have received as their bounty, 
until the whole of the army ſhall have received their bounty clothing, 
1t being the intention hereof that the ſurplus only ſhall be diſpoſed of, 
On motion of Mr. Schuyler, ſeconded by Mr. Matthews, 
Resolved, That when any committee appointed by Congreſs have 
prepared their report, the {ame ſhall be delivered to the ſecretary at 
the table, who ſhall immediately endorſe thereon the day of delivery, 
and if more than one are delivered on the {ame day, the firſt ſhall be en. 
dorſed No. 1, the ſecond No. 2, and ſo on, to the intent that on the 
following day after the journals, and any diſpatches which may have 
been received, and the reports from the board of treaſury and board of 
war, are ſevcrally read, decided upon or poſtponed, the reports of the 
committees may be read in the order of the dates and numbers endor— 


Ted on them. 


Congreſs proceeded to the election of commiſſioners for the board of 
admiralty ; and, the ballots being taken, | 
Thomas Waring, Eſq; and William Whipple, Eſq; were elected, 


— ¶ —ꝛ 
SA TUR DAT, November 27, 1779. 


Congreſs took into conſideration the report of the committee, con- 
fiſting of Mr. Forbes, Mr. Sharpe, Mr. Morris, on a letter of the 17th 
of October laſt, from major-general Schuyler ; and thereupon agreed 
to the following anſwer to the ſaid letter: 

«6 SIR; | | 

« Notwithſtanding the many injuries committed by the ſavages, 
Congreſs are diſpoſed to peace: the conditions on which they inſiſt 
are, | | 

Firſt, that it ſhall be ſupplicated on the part of the enemy; ſecond- 
ly, that they ſhall ſurrender all the Americans in their hands ; thirdly, 
that they ſhall expel all Britiſh agents and emiſſaries; fourthly, that 
they ſhall covenant to deliver up ſuch as ſhall hereafter go among 
them; fifthly, that they ſhall covenant not to take up the hatchet 
again under penalty of being driven from their country; and lixthly, 
that they ſhall give hoſtages for their ſtrict adherence to the promiſes 
to be by them made.” | 

To which it was moved by Mr. Forbes, ſeconded by Mr. Houſton, 
to add “and that Congreſs are willing to except of any ceſſion of ter. 
ritory which the ſaid Indians may be inclined to make to the United 
States, reſerving to any particular ſtate their right of a prior claim to 
the territory aforeſaid, or any part thereof.” _ 

An amendment was moved by Mr. Livingſton, ſeconded by Schuy- 
ler, to add“ which ceſſion ſhall be for the benefit of ſuch ſtate as ma) 


have a prior right.“ | 


On which the yeas and nays being required by Mr, Forbes, 


So 
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Verv-Hampsbire, Mr. Peabody, no no 
AMassachusetts-Bay, Mr. Gerry, T1 1 

Mr. Holten, 4 
Rhode-Island, Mr. Marchant, no no 
Connecticut, Mr. Huntington, ws 3 
Mr. Sherman, no 
New-York, Mr. Schuyler, ay} ay 
Mr. Livingston, ay 
New-Fersep, Mr. Fell, no 
Mr. Houston, ok 55 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Searle, no 
Mr. Mublenberg, no ( 
Mr. M<*Lene, no 
| Mr. Shippen, 21 
Maryland, Mr. Forbes, no 5 10 
Mr. Nater, 10 
Virginia, Mr. Grifin, ay Þ # 
North-Carolina, Mr. Harnett, ay 
Mr. Sharpe, 5 WY 
South-Carolina, Mr. Matthews, no no 


So it palſed in the negative. 


The previous queſtion was then moved by Mr. Gerry, and ſeconded 
ey Mr. Sharpe. 


On which the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Forbes, 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Peabody, ay >ay 
Humm Mr. Gerry, ay 
Mr. Lovell, ay 1 ..- 
Mr. Holten, ay of 
Mr. Patridge, a 
NRhode-Island, Mr. Marchant, ng no 
Connecticut, Mr. Huntington, ay) 
Mr. Sherman, > Y 
New-York, Mr. Schuyler, ay 
Mr. Livingston, Of wed 
Ner- Jersey Mr. Fell, Ng 
e Mr. Houston, bot 0 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Searle, ay) 


Mr. Mublenberg, ay\ 
Mr. M Lene, ay * 
Mr. Shippen, ay} 


Maryland, Mr. Plater, wy A 
Mr. Forbes, no 

Virginia, Mr. Grifin, ay > * 

North-Carolina, Mr. Harnett, vs - 
Mr. Sharpe, ay 


South-Carolina, Mr. Mattbewe, ay pay 


So it paſſed in the affirmative, and the main queſtion was ſet aſide. 
A motion was then made by Mr. Marchant, ſeconded by Mr. Forbes, 
That it be one condition of the peace, that no land be fold or ce- 
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ded by any of the ſaid Indians, either as individuals or as a nation, 


unleſs to the United States of America or by the conſent of Congreſs,” 
On which the previous queſtion was moved by Mr. Gerry, {ſeconded 
by Mr. Sharpe, and the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Marchant 
New- Hampshire, Mr. Peabody, no no : 


Aassachusetts-Bay, Mr. Gerry, ay 

Mr. Lovell, ay 
Mr. Holten, ay (®% 

Mr. Patridge, ay 
Rhode-Island, Mr. Marchant, no no 

Connecticut, Mr. Huntington, ay 
| Mr. Sherman, 21 * 
New-York, Mr. Schuyler, ay? _ 
Mr. Livingston, 4 5 

Ne- Jersey, Mr. Fell, ay 
Mr. Houston, 4 9 

Pennsylvania, Mr. Searle, ay 


Mr. Mublenberg, ay U 
Mr. MLene, ay 2 
Mr. Shippen, ay 


Maryland, Mr. Plater, not _ 
Mr. Forbes, 1 3 
Virginia, Mr. Griffin, ay > #% 
North-Caroline, Mr. Harnett, or? , 
Mr. Sharpe, 2 4 
South-Carolina, Mr. Matthews, ay >ay 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative, and the main queſtion was ſet 
aſide. 

— > . - 
MonDar, November 29, 1779, 

The delegates of New-ſJerſey laid before Congreſs the credentials 
of their appointment for the year enſuing, which were read, and by 
which it appears that, | | 
The honourable John Fell, William Churchhill Houſton, and Tho- 

mas Henderſon, Eſqrs; were duly elected. 

Congreſs took into conſideration the report of the committee ap- 
pointed to report the manner in which the reſolution of the 23d inſt. 
relative to the drawing bills of exchange on Mr. Jay and Mr. Lau- 
rens, ſhall be carried into execution ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That the bills be prepared under the direction of the 
board of treaſury, and with ſuch checks as they may deviſe to prevent 
counterfeits, and be ſigned by the treaſurer of loans : 

That ſo many of the bills as the treaſury board ſhall, from time to 
time, think proper to iſſue, be put into the hands of the continental 
loan-officer in the ſtate of Pennſylvania, or of any other ſtate ; and 
that the board of treaſury direct the loweſt rate of exchange at which 
the ſame may be ſold : ; | 

That the board of treaſury may, at their diſcretion, ſuſpend the {ale 
of ſuch bills, reporting to Congreſs their reaſons for ſo doing, that the? 
may receive directions thereon : : 

"That the committee of foreign affairs be, and they are hereby direc: 
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ted to write to Mr. Jay and Mr. Laurens, informing them of the drafts 
that will be made upon them, and explaining fully the reaſons that urge 
Congreſs to draw, directing them to keep up a mutual correſpondence 
and afford each other every aſſiſtance in procuring money to pay the 
bills: . 

That 3 per cent. on monies received in payment for the ſaid bills, 
ſhall be allowed to the perſons entruſted with the ſale thereof : 

That no bill be drawn for a leſs ſum than the amount of L. 50 ſterling. 

On the queſtion to agree to the foregoing reſolutions, the yeas and 


nuys being required by Mr, Gerry, 


New- Hampsbire, Mr. Peabody, ay Say 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. Gerry, no 
Mr. Patridge, of oy 
Nhode-Island, Mr. Marchant, ay >ay 
Connect icut, Mr. Huntington, ay divided 
Mr, Sherman, — 2 8 a 
New-York, Mr. Schuyler, ay 
Mr. Livingston, 4 * 
Ne ꝛv-Jersey, Mr. Fell, nod „ 
5 Mr. Houston, aa divided. 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Searle, ay 
Mr. M<Lene, ay > ay 
— Shippen, ay 
Maryland, r. Plater, a FR 
y | Mr. Forbes, 2 divided. 
North-Carolina, Mr. Harnett, ay 
Mr. Sharpe, ”* 2 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 

A letter, of the 31ſt of October, from major-general Lincoln, was 
read, encloſing a letter of the 5th of the ſame month, from lieutenant- 
Ne Bedaulx, giving information of the death of brigadier count 

ulaſki, | 

Resolved, That a monument be ereCted to the memory of brigadie 
count Pulaſki, and that a committee of three be appointed to bring in 
a reſolution for that purpoſe : - 

The members choſen, Mr. Gerry, Mr. Livingſton and Mr. Harnett. 

The committee on the treaſury brought in a report ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That 10,000, 140 dollars, being in full of the 200,000,000 
of dollars, be emmitted on the faith of the United States, and under 
the direction of the board of treaſyry, in bills of credit of the following 
denominations, viz. 


26,316 bills of 65 ars, 1,709,640 
26,317 do. of 60 Wo. 1,579,020 
26,316 do. of 55 do, 1,447,380 
26,316 do. of 50 do. 1,315,800 
26,316 do. of 45 do. 1,184,220 
26,516 do. of 40 do. 1,052,640 
26,316 do. of 35 do. 921,960 
26,316 do, of 30 do. 789,480 


10,000,140 
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That the ſaid bills, excepting the numbers, be of the ſame tenor 
and date as the emithons directed on the 17th of November inſtant 
= be numbered from the laſt number in every denomination progrel. 
ively. | 

Resolved, That the treaſurer be directed to retain in his hands 
4,000,000 of dollars of the ſum this day ordered to be emitted, for 
diſcharging ſuch warrants as may be hereafter iſſued for ſupplying 
the ſeveral military-cheſts. 

Congreſs took inte conſideration the report of the committee, late 
on the commiſſary and quarter-maſter's departments, to whom was re. 
ferred a letter of the 10th of October laſt from J. Wadſworth, Eſq; 
commiſſary-general of purchaſes ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That Jeremiah Wadſworth, commiſſary-general of pur. 
chaſes, have leave to reſign his office on the firſt day of January next, 
agreeable to his requeſt, and that he ſettle his accounts with the pub- 
lic as ſoon after he is out of office as may be, agreeably to the direc. 
tions of the board of treaſury. 

TuESDaAr, November 30, 1779, | 

Mr. Ellery, a delegate for R. Ifland, attended, and took his ſeat. 

The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Matthews, Mr. Schuyler, Mr, 
Sherman, Mr. Gerry and Mr. Houſton, to whom was recommitted their 
report on a letter of the 20th, from general Wathington, brought in 
a report; whereupon, 

Resolved, That a committee of two be appointed to repair to head- 
quarters and confer with the commander in chief, on the ſtate of the 
{outhern-department : | | 

That the ſaid committee, previous to their departure, confer with 
the committee appointed to correſpond with the commanding-officer 
in the ſouthern-department, who are hereby directed to furniſh them 
with all ſuch intelligence relating to the {ame as has been received: 

That the committee alſo confer with the commander in chief on the 
ſubject of the papers tranſmitted to Congreſs by the miniſter plenipo- 
tentiary of his moſt Chriſtian majeſty and Don Juan de Mirailles, and 
report to Congreſs ſuch meaſures as to the conferrees may ſeem moſt 
adviſable to be taken : | | 

That the commander in chief apply to any of the ſtates he may think 
proper for ſuch number of militia as he may judge requiſite, to replace 
the troops detached or which may be detached to the ſouthward : 

The members choſen, Mr. Schuyler and Mr. Marchant. 

Congreſs took into conſideration the report of the committee, con- 
fiſting of Mr. Livingſton, Mr. Sherman, Mr. Matthews, on a letter of 
the 6th of October from Mr. W. Bingham ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That Mr. Bingham's letter of the 6th of October laſt, 
with the papers encloſed therein, and marked No. I, 2, 3, 4, together 
with a certifged copy of his appointment to the place of continental 
agent, be tranſmitted by the preſident to the legiſlature of the ſtate of 
Maſſachuſetts-Bay, with the following letter: 


« Gentlemen, 


I] am direQed by Congreſs to tranſmit to you the encloſed papers 


from Mr. Bingham. They contain an account of his proceedings rela- 
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tive to a veſſel ſaid to be Daniſh property, captured by the ſloop Pil- 
grim, and carried into Martinique, about which, as he ſays, a ſuit is 
now commenced againſt him in your ſuperior court. Upon a full exa- 
mination of the papers, you will judge of the meaſures which ought to 
be adopted to prevent, on the one hand, injuſtice to individuals, and 
on the other, the embarraſſment of agents, who are obliged to con- 
form to the will of the ruling powers at the place of their reſidence. 
As courts are now inſtituted at Martinique for the trial of ſuch cauſes, 
Congreſs ſubmit to you whether it would not be adviſeable to ſtop the 
ſuit already commenced till judgment is obtained upon the principal 
oueſtion after which it will be in Mr. Bingham's power to diſcharge 
himſelf by delivering to the true owners the property placed in his hands 
for their uſe. If you ſhould be of a contrary opinion, they requ. {t vou 
to furniſh Mr. Bingham's agent with the encloſed papers. I am, &c.” 

Congreſs took into conlideration the report of the committee on the 
letter of the 9th inſt. from major-general Sullivan, which is as follows: 

« That Congrels have a juſt ſenſe of the ſervices and abilities of 
major-general Sullivan, and greatly regret the indiſpoſition which de- 
prives them of ſo gallant an officer: that 2s genera! Sullivan's health 
will not permit his continuance in the American army, his reſignation 
be accepted,” | 

A motion was made by Mr, Gerry, ſeconded by Mr. Peabody, to 
ſtrike out the words © that as general Sullivan's health,” &c. to the 
end, in order to inſert in lieu thereof, © and that general Sullivan have 
leave to retire from the ſervice ſo long as he ſhall judge neceſſary for 
the recovery of his health,” | 

On the queſtion, ſhall the words moved to be ſtruck out ſtand ? 

The yeas and nays being required by Mr. Peabody, 


New- Hampsbire, Mr. Peabody, no >19 


DMassachusetts-Bay, Mr. Gerry, no 
| Mr. Lovell, no >no 
Mr. Patridge, I 
Rhode-1sland, Mr. Marchant, no no 
Connecticut, Mr. Huntington, 21 
Mr. Sherman, ay % 
New-York, Mr. Sebuyler, ay 
Mr. Livingston, ay * 
Nezo- Jersey, Mr. Fell, ay 
2 Mr. Houston, a V 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Searle, ay 
Mr. Mublenberg, ay 4 
Mr. Shippen, ay £Y 
Mr. M<Lene, ay 
Maryland, Mr. Plater, ayQ 
Mr. Forbes, oy * 
Virginia, Mr. Griſin, ay Þ> * 
North-Carolina, Mr. Harnett, no 
Mr. Sharpe, 221 8 


So it was reſolyed in the affirmative. 
. V 2 
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On the queſtion to agree to the report: 

Reſolved in the affirmative. 

On motion of Mr. Livingſton, ſeconded by Mr. Marchant, 

Resolved, That the preſident be requeſted to return the thanks of 
Congreſs to major-general Sullivan for his paſt ſervices. 

On motion of Mr. Livingſton, ſeconded by Mr. Peabody, 

Resolved, That the board of war be directed to procure from the 
quarter-maſter-general, the commiſſaries-general, the forage-maſter, 
and the barrack-maſter-general, a return of all the aſſiſtants, deputies, 
officers, agents, and other perſons employed in their reſpeQive depart. 
ments, the diſtricts in which they are ſo employed, and the terms upon 
which they are engaged; and that ſuch returns be made by the fir 
day of January next. | 

Ordered, That Mr. Marchant have leave of abſence: 

That Mr. Schuyler have leave of abſence. 

— —ꝛb 
WEDNESDAY, December I, 1779, 

Congreſs took into conſideration the report of the committee on the 
poſt-office; whereupon, | 
FNesolved, That the accounts of the poft-maſter-general be referred 
to the board of treaſury, to be by them adjuſted and liquidated : 

That the ſalary of the poſt-maſter-general be encreaſed to 3500 dl. 
lars per annum, to commence the firſt day of September laſt: 

That the comptroller's ſalary be encreaſed to 2500 dollars per ai- 
num, to commence on the ſirſt day of September. 

— ——z——_ — 
THuURSDar, December 2, 1779. 

Mr. W. Floyd and Mr. Ezra L'Hommedien, delegates for the ſtate 
of New-York, attended, and having ſeverally produced an exempliß- 
cation {igned by the governor, and with the great ſeal of the ſtate ap- 
pendant, of a commiſſion to delegates for that ſtate in Congreſs, it 
Which their names are included, they took their ſeats in Congreſs, 

A letter, of the 2d, from Morgan Conner, lieutenant-colonel com- 
mandant of the 7th Pennſylvania regiment, was read, requeſting leave 
of abſence, that he may make a voyage to the Weſt-Indies for the re- 
covery of his health, and encloſing a letter of the 23d of November 
from general Waſhington, approving his requeſt, and referring him to 
Congreſs for obtaining it; whereupon, | 

Resolved, That licutenant-colonel Morgan Conner have leave of ab- 
ſence for fix months, that he may make a voyage to the Weſt-Indies 
for the recovery of his health. 

A report from the board of war was read; whereupon, 

Resolved, That Monſ. L'Ecliſe receive the pay and ſubſiſtence of 3 
captain, during the pleaſure of Congreſs; _ | 

That ſo ſoon as clothing ſhall be provided for the ſtaff of the army, 
and the ſtate-clothier of New-York ſhall be thereby enabled to de- 
liver out the ſame, he be directed by the board of war to furniſh Monl. 
L'Ecliſe with a ſuit of clothes on the terms on which clothing is deli 
vered to the officers of the ſtaff, agreeably to the regulation of the 
25th ultimo. | 


Congreſs took into conſideration the report of the late committee on 
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the quarter-maſter and commiſſary- general's departments, to whom was 
referred a memorial of E. Blaine, deputy commiſſary-general of pur— 
chaſes, of the 27th of October laſt ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That the board of war be directed to report to Congreſs, 
an eſtimate of the proviſions wanted for one year from the firſt inſt. 
for the army of the United States; and that they inform themſelves 
from the conſul of France what proviſions will probably be wanted for 
the fleets of our ally in the enſuing year, and alſo report the ſame. 

Resolved, That the marine-committee be directed to report to Con- 
greſs an eſtimate of the proviſions that will be wanted for one year, 
from the 1ſt inſtant, for the navy of United States. 

Congrefs proceeded to the election of a commiſſary-general of pur- 
chaſes ; and, the ballots being taken, | 

Ephraim Blaine, Eſq; was elected. 


— 
Fripar, December 3, 1779. 


Congreſs proceeded to the election of a commiſſioner for the board 
of admiralty 3 and, the ballots being taken, 

George Bryan, Eſq; was elected, having been previouſly nominated 
by Mr. Sherman. 

The members of Congreſs elected for the ſaid board, are Mr. Floyd 
and Mr. Forbes. 

Mr. J. Brown was elected ſecretary of the board of admiralty. 


— ͤ ü GM_ 
SATURDAY, December 4, 1779. 
A letter, of the 29th of November laſt, from general Waſhington, 
vas read; whereupon, 

Resolved, That general Waſhington be informed it is the deſire ot 
Congreſs, that the troops of the Virginia line be immediately put in 
notion, agreeably to what is mentioned in the former part of his 
letter. | | 

Ordered, That the letter be referred to the board of war, and that 
the board be inſtructed to take meaſures for carrying into execution 
the views of the general. | 

A motion was made by Mr. Forbes, ſeconded by Mr. Fell, 

„That major-general Charles Lee be informed that Congreſs have 
10 further occaſion for his ſervices in the army of the United States 
of America,” | 

On which the previous queſtion being moved by Mr. Ellery, ſecond- 
. by Mr. Gerry, and the yeas and nays being required by Mr. El- 
ys 


Nero-Hampsbire, Mr. Peabody, ay ay 


Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. Gerry, 24 
Mr. Lovell, 2 
Mr. Holten, 0 
| Mr. Patridge, ay 
Ndbode- Island, Mr. Ellery, ay pay 
Connecticut, Mr. Huntington, nod „ 


Mr. Sherman, no 
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New-York, Mr. Livingston, 
Mr. Floyd, 
Mr. L'Hommedieu, 
New-Fersey, Mr. Fell, 
Mr. Houston, 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Mublenberg, 
Mr. Shippen, 
Maryland, Mr. Plater, 
Mr. Forbes, 
Virginia, Mr. Grifjin, 
North-Carolina, Mr. Harnett, din: 
Mr. Sharpe, #1 rvided, cap 
South-Carolina, Mr. Matthews, ay >ay of 

So it paſſed in the affirmative, and the main queſtion was ſet aſide, 

Nesolved, That J. Wadſworth, Eſq; be intormed that Congrel; 1 
have agreed to accept of his reſignation, and have elected Ephraim Sim 
Blaine, Eſq; to ſucceed him, but as Mr. Blaine has not yet fignifed 0 
his acceptance, and a failure of ſupplies may be attended with danger. 
ous conſequences, that Mr. Wadſworth with the deputies under him, mw 
be deſired to continue in the buſineſs of ſupplying the army, until his C 
ſucceſſor ſhall have accepted and ſhall be in capacity to enter upon aud of a 
execute the duties of the office. | | F 

— > C 
Monnar, December 6, 1779. War 

A letter, of the 2d, from general Waſhington, was read; whereupoy, C 

Resolved, That general Waſhington be informed that Congreſs ap- 7 
prove of colonel Baylor's regiment of dragoons, at preſent commanded in t 
by lieutenant-colonel Waſhington, being ſent to South-Carolina, and I 
that the board of war order them to proceed immediately to join ma- 0 
jor-general Lincoln. 

A report from the board of war was read; whereupon, | 

Resolved, That all officers who have been or ſhall be indulged with * 
furloughs, and who have not joined or ſhall not join their corps at the Nor 
expiration of the times limited therein, and all officers abſent without read 
leave, ſhall, when practicable ſo to do, be perſonally notified and di- A 
reed by the commanding-officer of the corps, to join their regiment tanc 
or corps in a reaſonable time after receipt of ſuch notification; and in A 
caſe of neglect or refufal ſo to do, or to give ſatisfactory reaſons for 1 
their remaining abſent therefrom, a court- martial, on proof made of POWe 
ſuch notice given and conſequent negle& or refuſal, ſhall proceeed m 
againſt ſuch abſentees, in the ſame manner as if they were prelent, A 
and ſuch abſence and negle& or refuſal to appear or give ſatisfaQtory 1 
reaſons for their continuance of abſence, ſhall be ſufficient cauſe for Ge 0 
caſhiering, by judgment of the court-martial, the officers ſo notified en 
and negleQing or refuling : ng 

That when from the want of information of the reſidence of any 41 
abſent officer or officers, the commanding-officer of the corps cr reg!” poſtp 
ment ſhall not have it in his power to ſend a perſonal notification he requ: 


ſhall publiſh in the newſpapers of the ſtate, where ſuch abſent officer 
or officers belong and uſually reſide, an order requiring generally all 
+bſcnt officers belonging to ſuch corps or regiment, to join the ſam? 
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in a ſpecified time; and in caſe of neglect or refuſal to appear within 
the time limited or before the fitting of the court- martial, if ſuch ſpace 
of time in the opinion of the court be reaſonable and proper, ſuch ah- 
ſentee or abſentees ſhall be proceeded againſt in like manner with thoſe 
receiving perſonal notice, 

A note from the hon. the miniſter plenipotentiary of France was 
read, relative to the capture of an Englith veſſel called the Grey-hound, 
by eight American failors : 

Ordered, That a certified copy of the reſolution of Oftober the 14th, 
1777, be tranſmitted to the miniſter, and that he be informed it is 
the pleaſure of Congreſs that the money ariling from the {ale of the 
capture be paid to the captors, agreeably to the ſaid reſolution. 

ToursDaAr, December 7, 1779, 

A letter, of November the Sth, from lieutenant-colonel Charles 
Simms, was read, deliring leave to reſign : 

Ordered, That his reſignation be accepted. 

A letter, of the 6th, from G. Bryan, Eſq; was read, declining to ac- 
cept the office of commiſſioner of the hoard of admiralty. 

Corgreſs proceeded to the election of a commiſhoner for the board 
of admiralty; and, the ballots being taken, 

Francis Lewis, Eſq; was choſen. 

Congreſs proceeded to the election of a commiſſioner for the board of 
war; and, the ballots being taken, 

Colonel William Grayſon, was choſen, | 

Resolved, That two members be added to the committee on appeals, 
in the room of Mr. Marchant and Mr. Root : 

The members choſen, Mr. L'Hommedieu and Mr. Ellery. 

Ordered, That Mr. Harnett have leave of abſence. 

— Ä — | 

| WEDXESDbaAr, December 8, 1779. 

Mr. Thomas Burke and Mr. Allen Jones, delegates for the ſtate of 
North-Carolina, attended, and produced their credentials, which were 
read, | 

A letter, of this day, from F. Lewis, was read, ſignifying his accep- 
tance of the office of commiſſioner of the board of admiralty. 

A motion was made by Mr. Matthews, ſeconded by Mr. Harnett, 

That the board of war he directed to uſe the belt means in their 
power, to forward by land the Virginia troops to join the ſouthern; 
army. 

A motion was made by Mr. Ellery, ſeconded by Mr. Forbes, 

That the conſideration of the foregoing motion be poſtponed until 
the committee who are gone to head-quarrters, and, among other things, 
were to confer with general Walhington on the ſtate of the ſouthern- 
department, ſhall have reported the reſult of their conference. 

A diviſion of the laſt motion was called for, and on the queſtion tc 
poltpone the conſideration of the firſt motion, the yeas and nays being 
required by Mr. Matthews, | 

Ne u-Humpsbire, Mr. Peabody, no no 

Massachusetts- Bay, Mr. Lovell, 10 
Mr. Holten, no n 
Mr. Patridge, ay 
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Rhode-Tsland, Mr. Ellery, ay ay 
Connecticut, Mr. Huntington, 2 EB 

Mr. Sberman, no 
New-York, Mr. Livingston, no | 
Mr. Floyd, no > no 
| Mr. L'Hommedieu, 0 
Nero-Jerse Mr. Fell, a 3 
FO Mr. Houston, 2 WN 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Mublenòerg, 2 TR 
Mr. Shippen, no 
Maryland, Mr. Plater, 0 5- 

2 Mr. Forbes, ö divided. 
Virginia, Mr. Grifin, no > * 
North-Carolina, Mr. Harnett, no 

| Mr. Burke, gs 
| Mr. Jones, no 
South-Carolina, Mr. Matthews, no no 


So it paſſed in the negative. | 

Congreſs proceeded in the conſideration of the firſt motion, which 
being amended by {triking out ſundry words: | 

On the queſtion, 

Resolved, That the board of war be directed to forward the Vir- 
ginia troops to join the ſouthern army. 

On motion of Mr. Livingſton, ſeconded by Mr. Lovell, 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to confer with 
the board of war about the beſt method of conveying the troops of the 
Virginia line to join the ſouthern army, by land or by means of any 
inland navigation, and take order thereon : 

The members choſen, Mr. Burke, Mr. Griffin, Mr. Matthews. 

Resolved, That a member he elected for the committee appointed 
to correſpond with the commanding-officer in the ſoutheru-department, 
in the room of Mr. Marchant : 

The member choſen, Mr. Burke. 

The election of Mr. Lewis, and his acceptance of the office of a 
commiſſioner of the board of admiralty, having vacated Mr. Floyd's 
ſeat at that board, both of them being from the ſame ſtate : 

On motion of Mr. Floyd, 

Resolved, That a member be elected for the board of admiralty in 
the room of Mr. Floyd: 

The member choſen, Mr. Ellery. | 

Resolved, That all matters heretofore referred to the marine-com- 
mittee, be tranſmitted to the board of admiralty. 

— 22 — 
Fgrbar, December 10, 1779. 

A report from the board of war was read; whereupon, | 

Resolved, That governor Jefferſon be informed that Congreſs ap- 
prove of the meaſures taken by the executive of the ſtate of Virginia 
in ſending to the poſt of Charlotteville, as guards to the convention 
troops, a new raiſed battalion of infantry, and a troop of light-horſe of 
their ſtate troops; and that thoſe troops be conſidered in continental 
ſervice and receive continental pay and rations, while doing duty 2+ 
the convention barracks : | 
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That the board of war- be direQed to order the party of col. Bland's 
regiment of light-dragoons now at Charlotteville, to proceed to South- 
Carolina forthwith and join the regiment there : 

That Congreſs have every reaſon to be ſatisfied with the conduct, 
firmneſs and prudence evidenced by colonel Bland in his command at 
the convention barracks ; but as the ſtate of his health and the fitua- 
tion of his private affairs will not permit him to remain in command 
at that poſt, general Waſhington be directed to appoint a ſucceſſor in 
the command to colonel Bland, who ſhall immediately proceed to the 

ſt, and take upon him the direction of affairs there, 

Re solved, That the reſignation of colonel Bland be accepted. 

Congreſs took into conlideration the report of the committee, con- 
fiſting of Mr. Morris, Mr. Matthews and Mr. Forbes, to whom was 
referred a letter of the 23d of Sept. from J. Bradford; whereupon, 

Resoleed, That inſtructions be ſent to the reſpective agents under 
the authority of theſe United States, that they do not in future on 
any conſideration diſpoſe of any part of the continental ſhare of prizes, 
unleſs it be of ſuch articles as are in a periſhable ſtate, without orders 
for chat purpoſe. 

—— > —— --- 
 SaruRpar, December 11, 1779, 

Congreſs took into conſideration the report of the committee, con- 
ſiſting of Mr. Gerry, Mr. Witherſpoon, Mr. Morris, Mr. Matthews 
and Mr, Sherman, appointed to deviſe means for procuring ſupplies for 
the army; and thereupon, 

Resolved, That the legiſlature of the ſtate of Virginia be requeſted 
to furniſh, for the army of the United States, on or before the firſt 
day of April next, 20,000 barrels of Indian corn, and tranſport the 
ſame to ſuch places within the ſaid ſtate as the commiſſary-general of 
purchaſes ſhall direct: 

That the legiſlature of the ſtate of Maryland be requeſted, in ad- 
dition to the 15,000 barrels of flour heretofore required of them, to 
furniſh for the army of the United States, on or before the firſt day 
of April next, 5000 barrels of flour and 5000 barrels of Indian corn : 

That the ſtate of Pennſylvania be requeſted to furniſh, for the army 
of the United States, on or before the 1ſt day of April next, 50,000 
barrels of flour, or wheat in proportion : | | 

That the 10,000 barrels of flour, or wheat in proportion, heretofore 
requeſted from. the ſtate of Delaware by the committee of Congreſs, 
be furniſhed as ſoon as poſlible : | 

That 8000 barrels of flour be requeſted from the ſtate of New-Jer- 
ſey, part of which to be furniſhed as ſoon as poſſible, to anſwer the 
immediate demands of the army : | 

That the ſtate of Connecticut be requeſted to furniſh, for the army 
of the United States, 8000 barrels of flour. 

Resolved, That the committee who brought in the report, be direc- 
ted to confer with his excellency the preſident and ſupreme executive 
council of Pennſylvania, in order to their carrying into execution the 
requeſt of Congreſs made to their ſtate : 

That letters be written to the other ſtates, requeſting them imme- 
diately to proceed in furniſhing the fupplies, 
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Resolved, That the remainder of the report be poſtponed, 

A letter, of this day, from the honourable the miniſter of France, 
was read, relative to the proceeds of the veſſel captured by eight Ame. 
rican ſcamen; whereupon, | 

Resolved, That the miniſter of France be informed, that Congreſs 
approve the paying the money ariling from the ſale of the Grey-hound, 
which was captured by eight American ſeamen, to the captors or to 
their attornies in equal ſhares ; and that meaſures will be taken to con. 
vey intelligence to the ſaid captors. 

Ordered, That the ſaid letter, together with his note on this ſubjeq, 
be referred to the delegates of Maſſachuletts-Bay and Rhode-1{land, 
— CD — 

Monpar, December 13, 1779. 

A memorial of Chriſt. Hele, was read, praying to be exchanged, and 
to have leave to go to New-York upon his parole for a few days, te 
procure a perſon in his room: 

Resolved, That Mr. Hele be informed that the prayer of his me. 
morial cannot be granted until captain Cunningham 1s releaſed, as it 
has been determined that he muſt abide the fate of that officer, 

A letter, of the 11th, from Charles Pope, lieutenant-colonel of the 
Delaware regiment, was read, praying leave to reſign his commiſſion ; 

Resolved, That his reſignation be accepted. 

Resolved, That a member be added to the board of treaſury, in the 
room of Mr. Sharpe, who is abſent : 

The member choſen, Mr. Floyd. 

——-—Y — 
TutsSDar, December 14, 1779. 

Mr. Penn, a delegate for North-Carolina, attended,, and took his 
ſeat in Congreſs. | 

Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of the report of the committee 
on ſupplies, and thereupon came to the following reſolution : 

Whereas the aid of the ſeveral ſtates is neceſſary in furniſhing pro- 
viſions for the army, and other ſupplies for carrying on the war; and 
juſtice requires that they be called upon to furniſh their reſpective quo- 
tas at equitable prices: 

Resolved, That all the ſtates ſhall be called upon to furniſh their 
_ quotas of ſuch ſupplies as may, from time to time, be wanted for carry- 


ing on the war; and in making the requiſitions, due care ſhall be taken 


to ſuit the convenience of the ſeveral ſtates ; and the articles by them 
re ſpectively furniſhed ſhall be credited towards their quotas of the 
monies which they are called upon to raiſe for the United States, at 
equal prices for articles of the fame kind and quality, and for others 
in due proportion ; and the accounts ſhall be finally compared and ad- 
juſted ſo as to do equity to all the ſtates. | | 

On paſſing the foregoing reſolution, the yeas and nays being required 
by Mr. Forbes, 


Aassachusetts-Day, Mr. Gerry, ay 
Mr. Lovell, ay 
Mr. Holten, ay oY 


Mr. Patridge, ay 
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Rhode-Island, Mr. Ellery, ay Say 
Connecticut, Mr. Huntington, 4 5 
Mr. Sherman, ay F 
New-York, Mr. L.ivingston, ay 
Mr. Floyd, | ar 
Mr. L' Hommedieu, ay 
New-Fersey, Mr. Fell, 9 K 
Mr. Houston, ay 2 
Pennsylvanta, Mr. Searle, ay 
Mr. Muhlenberg, ay 
Mr. A{* Lene, ay * 
Mr. Shipper, ay 
Maryland, Mr. Plater, 2 1 
Mr. Forbes, no 
North-Carolina, Mr. Burke, ay 
Mr. Tones, 25 * 
South-Carolina, Mr. Matthews, ay pay 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 
— 2 —— 
IIEpxksbar, December 15, 1779. 

A report from the board of war was read; whereupon, 

Resolved, That ſuch of the Virginia troops whoſe times of ſervice 
will expire by the laſt day of March next, and who incline to enliſt for 
the uſual bounties, to ſerve during the war, be permitted to go home 
on furlough, till the firſt day of April next : 

That ſuch as do not incline thus to re-enliſt, be ordered to rejoin the 
main army, except thoſe whoſe times of ſervice will expire by the laſt. 
day of December inſtant, who are to be employed ring ih the reſidue of 
their ſervice as the board of war ſhall direct. 

On motion of Mr. Houſton, ſeconded by Mr. Gerry, 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the legiſlative, or, where veſt- 
ed with competent authority, to the executive powers of ſuch of the 
ſtates where embargoes are in force, to continue the {ame and where 
embargoes are not in force, to lay them, to prohibit until the 1ſt day of 
April next, the exportation of the ſeveral articles mentioned and def- 
cribed in the reſolution of Congreſs of the 21ſt of Augult laſt. 

— 22 — — 
THURSDAY, December 16, 1779. 

Mr. ] Ellſworth, a delegate for Connecticut, attended, and took his 13 
ſeat in Congreſs. 1 

A letter from the board of war was read, encloſing one from lieute- 5 
nant-colonel Adams, requeſting leave to take a voyage to the Weſt-In- 


dies, for the recovery of his health; whereupon, 9 
Resolved, That a furlough for fix months be granted to heutenant- 169 
colonel Peter Adams, to enable him to take a voyage to the Welt- WY 
Indies, for the recovery of his health. L i 
Frinar, December 17, 1779. 992 

The board of treaſury, to whom was re- committed their report on | 15M 


Mr. Milligan's letter, report, 


That after maturely reflecting upon the ordinance for eſtabliſhing 5 
Vol. V. X 2 1 | 
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aboard of treaſury, it appears evident to them that Congreſs intended 
the auditor-general and his aſſiſtant ſhould examine the accounts and 
vouchers reported upon by the chambers of accounts, as a check; 
which, in the opinion of the board, is of two much importance to be 
diſpenſed with, and in order that the intention of Congreſs may be 
fully complied with, the board beg leave to obſerve, that the aſſiſtant 
auditor-general ſhould not be confined to the poſting of the books, az 
the ordinance directs, but that this duty be performed hereafter by a 
clerk properly qualifed ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That the duty of keeping and ſtating the public books at 
the treaſury be aſſignable, as often as neceſſary, to the firſt clerk in the 
auditor-general's office, that the aſſiſtant auditor-general may he the 
better enabled to attend to other parts of his duty. 

On motion of Mr. Sherman, ſeconded by Mr. Burke, 

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to obtain eſtimates 
of the ſupplies neceſſary to be procured for the uſe of the army for the 
year enſuing, in the commiſſarie's and quarter-maſter's departments, 
and alſo for the ſupport of the war, and report to Congreſs the quan- 
titles and kinds which each ſtate ought to furniſh as its quota thereof. 

Resolved, That when the legiſlature of any ſtate ſhall have under. 
taken to procure its quota of any of the articles required, all purchaſes 
of ſuch articles by the commiſſaries and quarter-maſters in ſuch ſtate 
be diſcontinued : | 

The. members choſen, Mr. Searle, Mr. Ellſworth, Mr. Burke, Mr, 
Livingſton and Mr. Griffin. 


SA TUR DAFT, December 18, 1779. 


The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Livingſton, Mr. Fell, Mr. Sher- 
man, to whom was referred a memorial of Stephen Moore, brought in a 
report, which being read and conſidered : | 

Resolved, That upon the ſaid Stephen Moore producing a certificate 
from the quarter-maſter-general of the quantity of wood cut on the 
farm mentioned in the ſaid memorial, for the purpoſe of ſupplying the 
army with wood, or for the erecting of fortifications, and of the value 
thereof, Congreſs will make ſuch compenſation therefor as has been 
uſually allowed in ſimilar caſes. 

Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of the report of the committee, 
conliſting of Mr. Matthews, Mr. Schuyler, Mr. Sherman, Mr. Gerry, 
Mr. Houſton, to whom was referred general Waſhington's letter of 
the _ of November laſt, and having amended a propbſition ſo as 
to read, 

« That for the enſuing campaign, the ſeveral ſtates be required to 
furniſh, by draughts or otherwiſe, on or before the 1ſt day of Feb. 
next, the deficiency of their reſpective quotas of 80 battalions of in- 
fantry, as apportioned by a reſolution of Congreſs of the 9th of March, 
1TT9 4 | 

A motion was made by Mr, Forbes, ſeconded by Mr. Plater, to 
ſtrike out the words © as apportioned by a reſolution of Congreſs of 
the 9th of March, 1779 :”” 


| 


beit 
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And on the queſtion, ſhall theſe words ſtand ? the yeas and nays | 


being required by Mr. Forbes, 


New-Hampshire, Mr. Peabody, ay >ay no >no 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. Gerry, ay no 
| Mr. Lovell a 1 
Mr. Holten, = divided wag 
Mr. Patridge, no no 
Rhode-Island, Mr. Ellery, ay gay 
Connecticut, Mr. Huntington, ay 
| Mr. Sherman, » bo 
Mr. Ellsworth, ay 
New-York, Mr. Livingston, ay 
Mr. Floyd, 2 
Mr. L' Hommedieu, ay 
New-TFersey, Mr. Houston, ay > * 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Searle, ay 
Mr. M*Lene, xd: 8 
Maryland, Mr. Plater, no 
Mr. Forbes, 21 as 
North-Carolina, Mr. Burke, ay 
Mr. Tones, 21 2 
South-Carolina, Mr. Matthews, ay >ay 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 
A motion was then made by Mr. Gerry, ſeconded by Mr. Peabody, 


to add the words, “ excepting the 
whoſe battalions ſhall be recruited 


ſtate of Maſſachuſetts-Bay, two of 
by the ſtate of Virginia:“ 


To which an objection was made as being out of order: and on the 
queſtion, is the motion in order ? the yeas and nays being required by 


Mr, Gerry, 
New- Hampshire, Mr. Peabody, ay >ay 
Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. Gerry, ay 
| Mr. Lovell, no Ude 
Mr. Holten, n. 
Mr. Patridge, ay | 
Rhode-Island, Mr. Ellery, no Sno 
Connecticut, Mr. Huntington, no 
| Mr. Sherman, ay Ino 
Mr. Ellsworth, 2 
New-York, Mr. Livingston, no 
Mr. Floyd, no > no 
| Mr. L' Hommedieu, no 
New-Fersey, Mr. Houston, no = 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Searle, no ꝰ Aided 
Mr. M<*Lene, 71 
Maryland, Mr. Plater, =y ys 
Mr. Forbes, no 
Virginia, Mr. Griſin, no > * 
North-Carolina, Mr. Penn, no 
Mr. Burke, no v no 
| Mr. Jones, no 
South-Carolina, Mr, Matthervs, 


l 
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So it was determined that the motion was not in order, 

A motion was then made by Mr. Gerry, ſeconded by Mr. Peabody, 
to re-conſider the queſtion, ſhall the words moved to be ſtruck out 
ſtand ? in order to add after 4 1779,” the following words © excepting 
the ſtate of Maſſachuſetts-Bay, two of whoſe battalions ſhall be re. 
cruited by the ſtate of Virginia:“ 

On the queſtion for re- conſidering, the yeas and nays being required 


by Mr. Gerry, 


New-Hampshire, Mr. Peabody, ay >ay 
Aassachusetts-Bay, Mr. Gerry, ay 
Mr. Lovell, ay 
Mr. Holten, ay f 
| Mr. Patridge, ay 
Rbode-Tsland, Mr. Ellery, no Sno 
Connecticut, Mr. Huntington, ay 
Mr. Sberman, no & no 
Mr. Ellsworth, no 
New-York, Mr. Livingston, no 
Mr. Floyd, no no 
Mr. L'Hommedicu, ay | 
New-Fersey, Mr. Houston, 3] o 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Searle, no} „ 
Mr. M*Lene, It divided, 
Maryland, Mr. Plater, no 
| Mr. Forbes, 2 tia 
Virginia, Mr. Griffin, no > * 
North-Carolina, Mr. Penn, ay 
| Mr. Burke, no > no 
Mr. Fones, no 
South-Carolina, Mr. Matthews, no >no 


So it paſſed in the negative. 

Mr. Peabody, Mr. Gerry and Mr. Lovell, then deſired that their 
ayes on the firſt queſtion be changed into noes, which was agreed to, 
the determination of the queſtion not being thereby effected. 

— 2 — 
TUESDAY, December 21, 1779. 

A letter, of the 18th, from J. Laurence, judge-advocate-general, was 
read; whereupon, 

Resolved, That until the further order of Congreſs, the ſubſiſtence 
of a judge- advocate be the ſame as the preſent ſubſiſtence of a colonel; 
and that the ſubſiſtence of a deputy judge- advocate be the ſame as the 
preſent ſubſiſtence of a lieutenant-colonel. 

Whereas it is repreſented to Congreſs that the ſoldiers in the bar. 
racks near this city are not properly ſupplied with wood, and that great 
injury to the troops and to the citizens may ariſe therefrom : 


Resolved, That the board of war immediately cauſe enquiry to be 
made into the truth of the above repreſentation, and if it ſhall ap- 


pear to them to be well founded, that they cauſe the barrack-maſter 
to be arreſted and duly tried for his neglect, and in the mean time 
take effectual meaſures to provide wood for the troops in or near the 
city of Philadelphia. 
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A report from the board of war was read; whereupon, 

Resolved, That commiſſions be granted to the officers of the com- 
pany of artillery-artificers attached to the the artillery in the field, and 
hear date as follows, viz. 

That of Noah Nicholls, captain, November 16, 1776. 

Thomas Patten, captain-lieutenant, 

Bela Nicholls, firſt-lieutenant, March Iſt, 1779. 

Peter Sears, ſecond-lieutenant, | 

Resolved, That an expreſs be ſent to the ſtate of Delaware, requeſt- 
ing them to procure, in part of their quota, as much flour as can be 
obtained within their ſtate, the neceſſities of the army calling for their 
immediate and molt {ſtrenuous exertions. | 

— 8993 G_ 
WEDNESDAY, December 22, 1779. 

A letter, of the 15th, from Lewis Dubois, colonel of the fifth New- 
York regiment, was read, praying for leave to reſign his commiſſion: 

Resolved, That his reſignation be accepted, 

The board of treaſury, to whom was referred the petition of Paul 
Fooks, praying an encreale of his ſalary, brought in a report; where- 
upon, 

Resolved, That Paul Fooks be allowed a ſalary of 2400 dollars per 
annum, for acting as interpreter to Congreſs in the French and Spa- 
niſh languages. | 

— > — 
Tuuks Dar, December 23, 1779. 

The board of war, to whom was referred a letter of the 21ſt, from 
Mr. Hodgdon, field-commiſſary of military-ſtores, brought in a report, 
which was taken into conſideration ; and, thereupon, 

Resolved, That inſtead of the ſubſiſtence allowed by an act of Con- 
greſs of the 18th day of February laſt, to the officers in the depart- 


ment of the field-commiſſay of military-ſtores, the following ſums be 
allowed, viz. 


To the field-commiſſary, 400 dollars per month. 
To a deputy field-commiſſary, 300 do. do. 
To a conductor, 100 do. do. 
To a clerk, 100 do. do. 


And that this encreaſed ſubſiſtence commence the 18th of Auguſt 
laſt, and continue till the further order of Congreſs. 

| — 92 —— | 
Fripar, December 24, 1779. 

The board of war, to whom was referred a memorial of baron Beni- 
ow{ki, having reported thereon, Congreſs took their report into con- 
lideration ; and thereupon, 

Resolved, That the board of war inform baron Beniowſki that the 
circumſtances of the army will not admit of his being employed. 

A report from the board of treaſury was read; whereupon, 

Resolved, That Robert Patton, meſſenger, and William Hurrie, 
door-keeper of Congreſs, be in future allowed 20 dollars per day, until 
the further order of Congreſs. , 

The committee, conſiſting of Mr. M*Kean, Mr. Matthews and Mr. 
Ellery, to whom was referred the letter of the 20th from Dr. Mor- 
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gan, brought in a report, which was taken into conſideration; and 
thereupon, | 
:; Resolved, That on the trials of caſes not capital before courts-mar. 
tial, the depoſitions of witneſſes not in the line or ſtaff of the army, 
may be taken before ſome juſtice of the peace, and read in evidence, 
provided the proſecutor and perſon accuſed are preſent at the taking 
the ſame, or that notice be given of the times and places of taking 
ſuch depoſitions to the oppoſite party four days previous thereto, where 
the witneſs reſides within the diſtance of 30 miles from ſuch party, 
and ſix days where the witneſs reſides above the diſtance of 30 and 
not exceeding 80 miles, and a reaſonable time for a greater diſtance, 
On the queſtion to agree to this reſolution, the yeas and nays being 
required by Mr. Peabody, | 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Peabody, no >no 

Dassachusetts-Bay, Mr. Gerry, "1 i 
Mr. Holten, ay 7 

Rhode-Island, Mr. Ellery, 

Connecticut, Mr. Huntington, ay 


Mr. Sherman, ay g ay 
Mr. Ellsworth, ay 


New-York, Mr. Floyd, dl 4 
= L'Hommedieu, ay of 
New-Fersey, r. Fell, ay} . 
8 Mr. Houston, 1 oY 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Searle, ay 
| Mr. M.Lene, 4 
Delaware, Mr. M Kean, ay pay 
Maryland, Mr. Plater, 239 
Mr. Forbes, ay J 
Virginia, Mr. Griffin, ay Þ * 
North-Carolina, Mr. Penn, ay 
Mr. Jones, Vt oY 


South-Carolina, Mr. Matthews, 


So it paſſed in the affirmative. | 

Resolved, That to encourage witneſſes who do not belong to the 
army. to attend on courts-martial, and give their evidence viva voce 
when required by the judge advocate, the reaſonable expenſes of ſuch 
witneſſes ſhall be defrayed by the United States, and paid by the pay- 
maſter to the board of war and ordnance, being firſt adjuſted by the 
ſaid board, | | 

—_——— : 2 — 
Movpar, December 27, 1779, 

Congreſs took into conſideration the report of the committee of the 
whole ; and thereupon, 8 

Resolved, That bills to the amount of C. 75,000 ſterling of the 
money directed to be drawn for by a reſolution of Congreſs, paſſed the 
23d of November laſt, be ſold at the rate of 25 dollars in continental 
bilks of credit, for 4/6 ſterling, on condition that the perſons purcha- 
ling the ſame, lend to the United States a ſum of money equal to the 


{um paid for the bills, for which they {hall receive fix per cent. per 


annum intereſt. 
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Congreſs took into conlideration the report of the committee, con- 
fting of Mr. Sherman, Mr. Forbes and Mr. Livingſton, to whom was 
referred a letter from the preſident of the ſtate of Pennſylvania, to the 
delegates of that ſtate, dated the 15th of December inſtant, and there- 
upon came to the following reſolution : 

Whereas it appears to Congrrls, from the repreſentation of the 
delegates of the ſtate of Pennſylvania, that diſputes have ariſen be- 
tween the ſtates of Pennſylvania and Virginia, relative to the extent 
of their boundaries, which may probably be productive of ſerious evils 
to both ſtates, and tend to leſſen their exertions in the common cauſe : 
there fore, | | 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the contending parties not to 
grant any part of the diſputed land, or to diſturb the poſſeſſion of any 
perſons living thereon, and to avoid every appearance of force until the 
diſpute can be amicably ſettled by both ſtates, or brought to a juſt deci- 
lion by the intervention of Congreſs : that poſſeſſions forceably taken 
be reſtored to the original poſſeſſors, and things placed in the ſituation 
in which they were at the commencement of the preſent war, without 
prejudice to the claims of either party. 

Congreſs took into conlideration the report of the committee on the 
poſt-office; whereupon, 

Resolved, That the poſt- office be ſo regulated as that the poſt ſhall 
{et out and arrive at the place where Congreſs ſhall be fitting twice in 
every week, to go fo far as Boſton, in the ſtate of Maſſachulerts-Bay, 
'and to Charleſtown, in the ſtate of South-Carolina : 

That all expreſs-riders in the pay of the United States be diſcharg- 
ed, and that no eſtabliſhed expreſs-rider be in future maintained at 
the public expenſe ; | 

Resolved, That the three ſurveyors of the poſt-office be allowed the 
lum of 40 dollars a-day. until the further order of Congreſs : 

That as the duties of the poſt-maſter-general and comptroller will 
benceforward be conſiderably encreaſed by the above reſolutions, the 
lalary of the poſt-maſter-general be 5000 dollars per annum, and the 
comptrollers be 4000 dollars per annum. 

Ordered, That the board of war and the quarer-maſter, his aſhſtants 
ind deputies in Philadelphia, be immediately informed of the aforeſaid 
reſolutions. 

— — —— GM 
Tb bar, December 28, 1779. 

A letter, of November the 26th, from the preſident of New-Hamp- 
ire, was read, accompanied with a copy of “ an act to allow appeal: 
to Congreſs in certain maritime cauſes,” paſſed by that ſtate : 

3 That the ſaid copy be referred to the committee on ap- 
peals. | | | 

A letter, of November the 29th, from the council of Maſſachſetts- 
bay, was read, accompanied with the proceedings of a committee ap- 
painted by the legiſlature of that ſtate © to inveſtigate the cauſes of 
the failure of the expedition to Penobſcot, and to examine into the 
conduct of the commanders by land and ſea employed in the ſaid ex- 
pedition, &c. | 

Ordered, That the minntes of the ſaid proceedings lie on the table 
tor the peruſal of the members, 
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A letter, of this day, from captain Galvan, was read, ſoliciting the 
rank of lieutenant-colonel in the army of the United States: 

Resolved, That captain Galvan be informed his requeſt cannot be 
complied with. 

On motion of Mr, Forbes, ſeconded by Mr. Fell, 

Resolved, That hereatter all applications for promotion 1n the army 
of the United States of America be made to the board of war, and all 
applications for promotion in the navy to the board of admiralty, and 
that they report to Congreſs, 

The board of treaſury, to whom was referred a memorial of captain 
Joſeph Baldeſqui, pay- maſter to brigadier count Pulaſk1's Tegion, report, 

That by a certificate of Meſſrs. Johnſon and Howell, anditors of the 
main army, dated at Weſt-Point, the 24th of Auguſt, 1779, accompa. 
nying the ſaid memorial, it appears that captain Baldeſqui has duly 
and regularly ſettled his accounts, as pay-maſter to count Pulaſki's le. 
gion, to the firſt day of March laſt ; and that on the whole of the evi. 
dence before the board, they are of opinion he has diſcharged his duty 
with ſtrict integrity and honor : 

Resolved, That Congreſs concur in the ſaid report. 

The committee on the poſt-oftice brought in a report, which was read; 
whereupon, 

Resolved, That the rate of poſtage, until the further order of Con- 
greſs, be twenty prices upon the ſums paid in the year 1775: 

That fingle letters, directed to any officer of the line, and all letters 
directed to general-officers or to officers commanding in a ſeparate de- 
partment, and all letters to and from the miniſters, commiſſioners and 
ſecretaries of theſe United States at foreign courts, be tree. 

Congreſs took into conſideration the report of the committee, con- 
fiſting of Mr. Houſton, Mr. M Kean and Mr. Matthews, to whom 
was referred a letter of November the 2d, from the governor of Con- 
necticut; and, thereupon, 

Resolved, That Congreſs entertain a juſt ſenſe of the great and ef. 
fectual exertions of the ſtate of Connecticut in the common cauſe, aud 
of the readineſs with which they have executed the meaſures recom- 
mended to them : | 

That as any alteration in the quotas eſtabliſhed by the reſolution of 
the 7th of October lait, would probably be productive of confuſion aud 
embarraſſment, it be recommended to the ſaid ſtate to raiſe the quota 
therein aſſigned to them, confiding that due attention will in future bt 
paid to the circumſtances mentioned in governor 'Trumbull's letter of 
the 2d of November laſt : 

That Congreſs are earneſtly diſpoſed to do full juſtice to every itate 
in the liquidation and allowance of all regular and neceſſary expendi- 
tures, and have eſtabliſhed the means of adjuſting and ſettling all ac- 
counts of the refpective ſtates with the United States, in order that 
due attention may be ſeaſonably paid to that object; but cannot in 
the preſent critical poſture of affairs, aſſent to the retaining of any part 
of the taxes raiſed for general uſe, as an example of that kind might 
involve the moſt fatal conſequences : ; 

That continental pay and rations, agreeably to the reſolutions of 
the 2d and 6th of June, 1778, be allowed for the ſervice of the militia 
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which ſhall appear to have been neceſſarily employed for the defence 
of the ſaid ſtate, between the firſt day of April and firſt day of No- 
vember laſt : 

On paſling the laſt of the foregoing reſolutions, the yeas and nays 
being required by Mr. Forbes, 


NMassachusetts-Bay, Mr. Gerry, ay 
| r. Lovell, ay 
Mr. Holten, ay 9 
Mr. Patridge, ay 
Rhode-Island, Mr. Ellery, ay Say 
Connecticut, Mr. Huntington, ay 
Mr. Sherman, ay Fo 
New-York, Mr. Floyd, a3... 
Mr. 1 ml divided. 
New-Fersey, Mr. Fell, ay 
Mr. Houston, 5 * 
Pennsylvaniay Mr. Searle, ay 
Mr. M. Lene, 12 
Mr. Sbippen, ay 
Muryland Mr. Plater a 3 
7 Mr. Portes, 70 6 divided. 
Nortb-Carolina, Mr. Penn, ay | 
Mr. Burke, - ay I ay 
Mr. Jones, 2 
South- Carolina, Mr. Matthews, ay Pay 
So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 
— 8922. | ” 


WEDNESDAY, December 29, 1779, 

A report from the board of war, on a memorial of lieutenant-colo- 
nel Derick, being read, | 

Resolved, That in conſideration of the peculiar circumſtances at- 
tending the caſe of lieutenant-colonel Derick, that gentleman receive 
the pay and ſubſiſtence of a lieutenant-colonel in the army of the 
United States from the date of his brever until the further order of 
Congreſs, | 

A report from the board of war, on a memorial of captain Baldeſ- 
qui, was read; whereupon, | 

Congreſs came to the following reſolution : 

The circumſtances of the corps lately commanded by general count 
Pulaſki not now requiring a pay-maſter, and captain Joſeph Baldeſqui, 
ts preſent pay-maſter, for that reaſon and from the ſituation of his 
private affairs, deſiring leave to reſign, 

Resolved, That his reſignation be accepted. 

Resolved, That major-general Lincoln be empowered, if he ſhall 
think it for the good of the ſervice, to reduce the corps lately com- 
manded by brigadier count Pulaſki, and to incorporate ſuch of the 
men as remain, into ſuch of the regiments of horſe and infantry under 
bis command, as he ſhall think proper; the men fo incorporated to be, 
nevertheleſs, conſidered as part of the quotas of the ſtates to which 
they belong, 
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Another report from the board of war, on a memorial of brigadier— 
general Muhlenberg, was read: | 

W hereupon, Congreſs came to the following reſolution : 

Whereas Congrels did, on the 19th day of March, 1778, reſolve 
that general Waſhington call in and cancel the commiſſions of briga. 
diers-general Woodford, Muhlenberg, Scott and Weedon, and that 
new commiſſions be granted them, and that they rank in future 
agreeably to the following arrangement, Woodford, Muhlenberg, 
Scott, Weedon. | 

Resolved, That the arrangement made therein was founded upon 
principles not affecting the perſonal characters or comparative merits 
of thoſe officers. 

A report- from the hoard of treaſury, on a petition of Thomas 
Bentley, was read ; whereupon, | 

Resolved, That the caſe of the petitioner doth not differ from that 
of many others, whole application for compenſation of damages have 
not been allowed, and that his requeſt cannot be granted. 

— <> — 
Tubuks Dar, December 30, 1779. 

Mr. Griffin, a delegate from Virginia, laid before Congreſs an ex- 
emplification of an act of the general aſſembly of that ſtate, empoy- 
ering any one of their delegates to give the vote of the ſtate, 

A report from the board of war, on a letter from Edward Wil. 
liams, enſign in the 8th Virginia regiment, was read; whereupon, 

Resolved, That the reſignation of enſign Edward Williams, of the 
8th Virginia regiment, be accepted. 

Mr, N. Folſom, a delegate for New-Hampſhire, attended, and pro- 
duced the credentials of his appointment, which were read. 

Fripar, December 31, 1779. 

A letter, of the 30th, from the honorable the miniſter plenipoten- 
tiary of France, and a memorial from Mr, Holker, were read, reſpec- 
ting a demand for damages to the owners of the ſhip Holy Martyrs, 
captured by an American privateer, and acquitted on an appeal: 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three : 

The members choſen, Mr. M*Kean, Mr. Ellery and Mr. Burke. 

Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of the report of the committee 
reſpecting the commiſſary and quarter-maſter's departments, and made 
ſome progreſs therein: 

On the queſtion to agree to the following propoſition, 

That 12 per cent. be allowed to each of the aſſiſtant purchaſing 
commiſſaries upon all the purchaſes made within their reſpective ſtates, 
out of which they ſhall pay all inferior deputies, and defray the whole 
expenſe attending ſuch purchaſes; nor ſhall they or either of their 
deputies be entitled to rations or forage, except when called by the 
neceſſary buſineſs of their department to attend the army, in which 
caſe, they ſhall be permitted to draw rations for themſelves and one 
ſervant each, and forage for two horſes. 

And whereas, the payment of commiſſions is, on the one hand, ne- 
cefſary, in order to apportion the wages of the officer to the buſinels 
that paſſes through his hands, while on the other, the encreaſed prices 
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at which proviſions are ſometimes neceſſarily laid in, may ſubject them 


to unjuſt cenſure : 


That all commiſſions on the produce of the country ſhall be rated in 
continental bills of credit at 20 for 1 on the price at which ſuch pro- 
duce ſold in the year 1774, and at 30 for 1 on all foreign commodities.” 

A diviſion was called for, and the yeas and nays being required by 
Mr. M Lene, on the firſt paragraph, for granting commiſhons, ra— 
tions and forage in certain caſes ; 


New- Hampshire, 
Aassachusetts-Bay, 
Rhode-Tsland, 
Connecticut, 


New-York, 


New-Fersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 


Virginia, 
North-Carolina, 


South-Carolina, 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr, 


So it paſſed in the negative. 


— 


Peabody, 
Folsom, 
Gerry, 
Holten, 
Ellery, 


Huntington, 


Sherman, 
Ellsworth, 
Livingston, 
Floyd, 


Fell, 
Houston, 
Searle, 
M Lene, 
Me Kean, 
Plater, 
Forbes, 
Griffin, 
Penn, 
Burke, 
Matt heaus, 


no 

no 
no 
no 

no 
no 


ay gay 


no 
ay eaY 
ay 


oa 
af © ay 
L”' Hommedieu, ay 


no 
no 


no 


25 divided. 
no 


no no 

= divided, 
ay 

ay pay 

2 divided, 
no 


no no 
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to be emitted, Jan. 14, 50,000,400 dollars of, 18 
February 3, 5,000,160 ditto, 32 
February 12, $5,000,160 ditto, 47 
April 2, 5,000,160 ditto, 99 
May 5, 10,000,100 ditto, 139 
of 70 and of 80 dollars each, in place of 7 and 8, 
as ordered at firſt, 0 " 142 
June 4, 10,000,100. ditto, 182 
July 17, 15,000,280 ditto, 218 


on no account to be emitted, fo as to make the 
whole ſum more than 200,000,000 of dollars, 255 


ſum of, now in circulation, - 255 
to be emitted, September 17, 15,000, 260, 272 
October 14, 5,000,180, - 289 
November 17, 10,050, 540, . 315 


November 29, 10,000,140, - 329 
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PAGE 
Biagbam Mr. William, intelligence from, to be ſent to commander 
in chief, - - 236 
letter, &c. from, reſpecting a captured veſ- 
| ſel to be ſent to Maſſachuſetts, 330 
Birth of a princeſs of France announced to Congreſs, and order 
thereon, — — - - 136 


Birth-day of his moſt Chriſtian majeſty, miniſter of France con- 


gratulated on anniverſary of, - 244 


Blaine Ephraim, Eſq; choſen commiſſary-general of purchaſes, 333 
Board of war to report an arrangement of engineer corps, on proviſo, 3 
to new arrange the officers of colonel Hartley's re- 


giment ; and how to determine rank, 15 
pay-maſter of, to exchange called in emiſſions, for 
officers, &c. in Philadelphia, - 22 


to ſuperintend purchaſing clothing for the army, 273 
to form regulations for engineer corps, &c. and 
report allowance to be made to officers of, for 
travelling charges, &c. - - 71 
clerk to, allowed ſix dollars per day, 78 
to prepare inſtructions and forms re ſpecting cloth- 
ing department; and report allowances to be 


made to clothiers, — — 83 
to endeavour to prevent ſtores near Cheſapeake from 

falling into the hands of the enemy, 149 
re- mounting colonel Baylor's regiment, referred to, 175 
ſecretary to, ſalary allowed to, - 186 
to have the direction of the hide-department, 224 


committee appointed at requeſt of, to examine their 


conduct reſpeQing general Sullivan's expedition, 253 


pay-mafter to, to apply for money or departments un- 
der direction of the board; and to be accountable, 269 

to purchaſe leather in South-Carolina, to be paid 
for out of taxes there, - — 297 

to have return made of aſſiſtants, deputies, &c. &c. 

in the various departments, and where employed, 


and on what terms, - - 332 
to report an eſtimate of one year's proviſions for 
the army; and for the fleets of our ally, ibid. 
Doston, prize goods at, public part of to be retained, | 135 


addreſs from merchants of, highly acceptable to Congreſs, 227 
agent at, to deliver to New-York ſtate ſugar and rum, at 


wholeſale price, IM - 282 
Boudinot Elias, Eſq; order in favour of, for 2000 dollars in loan- 
office certificates, - - — 183 
Bounty in land, to officers, &c. reſolution of Virginia aſſembly 
re ſpecting, laid before Congreſs, - - 27 
to be allowed to recruits for the army, - 70 


advanced by any ſtate to recruits, to be placed to credit of, bid. 
Braxton Mr. Carter, meaſures to be taken with, reſpecting a cap- 
tured neutral veſſel, — . - 221 
Vor. V. 2.2 | 
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Brearly heutenant-colonel, if he accept a civil office, cannot hold 
rank in the army, 223 
Brigade, lately commanded: by brigadler-general Conwny; to be 
{tiled the third Pennſylvania brigade, - bh 163 
Brigadiers choſen, colonels Sumner, Hogan, Huger and Giſt, 13 
Britisþ,barbarity in Virginia, evidence reſpecting, to be colleQed 
and laid before Congreſs, - - 167 
veſſel Grey-hound, captured by eight Americans, whole 
of prize given to captors, - - 334, 338 
Broadhead colonel, and troops under, thanks of Congreſs to, for 
conduct in an expedition againſt the weſtern Indians, 296 
Brown Jobn, under ſentence of death, pardoned, on recommen- 
dation, - - - - 7 
Mr. Jesse, expreſs-rider, payment ordered to, 00; and 
farther allowance to, - 213 
Buildings, &c. &c. belonging to che United States, enen del 
to the ſtates to take meaſures to preſerve, &c. 223 
part of reſolve reſpeCting, to be reconſidered, 223 
Burgopne general, ſurrender of, meſſenger of, to France, allow- 
ance to, — — - 146 
Burkbart major, of German battalion, his requeſt referred to board 
of war, - - a 207 
his reſignation accepted, - - 209 
Butler colonel, ſum mentioned in letter from, allowed to, on eſ- 
tabliſhing the facts, — - 969 
Canada, requeſt of general Philips that two of his officers be al- 
lowed to go into, cannot be granted, 7 = 243 
Captivity, officers and ſoldiers in, pay to be made to order of, and 
return wade: — — 8 186 
Captured veſſels, crews of, to be confined on board priſon-ſhips, &c. 217 
ſee farther priſon-ſhips., 
Captures, report of ſub-committee reſpecting the legality of, to 


be delivered to the court of appeals, 51 
appeals concerning power of Congreſs finally to decide 
on in all caſes, and poſitions reſpe&ting, 64 
Caſhiered, officers liable to be, for undue abſence from their corps, 334 
Celeron captain, allowance to, for loſſes ſuſtained, - 48 
Certificates for articles furniſhed to the army, order for payment 
of; and regulations reſpecting, - 62 
loan-office, ng in pay of * prizes, to bear in- 
tereſt, 107 


4000, of 1000 dollars eaCh, to be ſtruck, and an canal 
ſum of lower denominations retained till further 
orders, - 0 # 132 
warrant for 2000 dollars in, to be drawn on Joſeph 
Borden, Eſq; in favour of Elias Boudinot, Eſq; 183 
for borrowing 20,000,000 of dols. to be prepared, &c. 205 
to be ſtruck for payment of lottery prizes, 300 
Chairman of committee of the whole to be choſen by ballot, 178 
Chamber of accounts, John Wells, Eſq; his attendance | in, imme- 
diately needed, - — - 19 
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PAGE 

Chaplains of Congreſs, to prepare ſermons for anniverſary of in- 
dependence, - - 227 

hoſpital, to draw clothing and receive ſubliſtence as of- 
ficers of the line, - - 294 
reſolution reſpecting, to be reconſide red, ibid, 

appointments of, ſee appointed. 

Charlestown, South-Carolina, troops to be forwarded to, with all 

expedition, . — — 227 
ſee farther, South- Carolina. 
Circular letter to the ſtates, on preſerving and raiſing the value 


of bills of credit, - - 15 
on the preſent ſituation of affairs, - - 170 
on the deſigns of the enemy and neceſſity of vigorous 
exertions, - — 236, 238 
on emiſſions of bills of credit, - - 259 
on finance, and ſupplying the treaſury, - 288 
Citizens in captivity at Niagara, &c. diſaffected, to be exchanged 
for, order reſpecting, - - - 166 


Civil authority to be treated with due reſpe& by military-officers, 54 
Civil office, holding of, E con with retaining rank in the 


army, — - - 223 
Clarkson major, aid to general Arnold, complaint againſt, by the 
ſupreme executive council of Pennſylvania, 29 
ordered not to leave the city, — - 30 
further proceedings reſpecting; and on motion concern- 
ing, queſtion loſt, - - 52 
letter from to ſupreme executive of Pennſylvania, in- 
decency of, condemned, - - 54 
ſolicits for liberty to join the ſouthern army, and pro- 
ceedings thereon, — 83 
to be reprimanded from the chair for indecent language, 84 
reprimanded and allowed to join the ſouthern army, 85 


Clay Jose b, Eſq; to be ſole n to troops in South-Caro- 
lina and Georgia, 
Claypoote Mr. David, appointed iber to e - 196 
Clothier-general to make reſtitution for goods taken from the in- 

habitants of Philadelphia, at evacuation by 


c- 


- the enemy, - - #4 
to ſuperintend hide-department, - 224 
Mr. James Wilkinſon choſen, - 225 
Clothing, colonel Hogen's regiment to be ſupplied with, 4 
arrearages of, meaſures to have adjuſted, that Payment 
may be made, - - 59 
deficiencies of, to be paid for, according to the prices 
of 1778, - - - 238 
ſtates to provide for reſpective quotas, and regula- 
tions reſpecting, - - 258, 259 
enumerated articles of, to be afforded to officers at ſtipu- 
lated prices, and regulations reſpecting, - 321 


bounty of, to be furniſhed to the whole army before 
non- commiſſioned officers, &c. receive on ſtipulated 
terms, - - - 325 


INDEX. 


PAGE 

Ctothing, to officers in the medical ſtaff, order reſpecting, 32 
department, ordinance for regulating, 81, and ſupple- 

ment to, | - - 312 

ſalary, &c. to officers in, - 103. 


Cloth taken for the army from fulling-mills, payment ordered for, 287 
Colonel commanding a brigade, fix additional rations allowed to, 116 
Commerce, committee of, to provide ſupplies of clothing for the 


army, - - - 62 
to obtain diviſion of prize goods at Boſton, and retain 
for the ſtates, - - 135 
to report proper allowance for public agents, 273 
agents of, to render an account for ſettlement, ibid, 
Commiſſary-general of purchaſes, his reſignation not accepted, 185 
deputies under, expected to exert themſelves, ibid, 
to appoint a deputy to provide for convention troops, 
&c, and order reſpecting, - 252 
warrant in favour of, on board of trade in Virginia 
for 400,000 dollars, — — - 281 
not to purchaſe otherwiſe than for money, | 282 


department of, &c. &c. to put on a leſs expenſive 
footing,” committee appointed to report a plan for, 176 

ſtates to pay ſtrict attention to, to correct abuſes, &c. 215 

aſliſtants, deputies, &c. &c. employed in, and where, 


and on what terms, return of to be made, 332 
Commiſſary-general of iſſues, deputies, aſſiſtants and clerks in 
department of, allowance to, . 145 


deputies of, once in fix months, to viſit all iſſuing poſts, 

and enquire into the faithful diſcharge of duty, ibid, 

Commiſſaries of iſſues, to attend as direQed by commander in 
chief, &c. - - 75 

not to employ clerks at the poſts where the iſſues 
do not equal 400 rations,. - 145 

liſt of, to be lodged with the board of war once in 
Three months, = - ibid, 

having been one year in employment, and their 

clerks to have a ſuit of clothes on ſame terms as 
_ officers in the line, - - ibid, 
Commiſſary-general of forage, deputies, aſſiſtants, &c. allowance to, ibid. 
Commiſſary- general of priſoners allowed a clerk for extra duty, 13 

to pay to order of priſoners any ſum not exceeding 
the pay and ſubſiſtence due, and to make return, 186 

Commiſſion for a private veſſel of war granted to the committee 


of commerce, — | ng - 219 
Commiſhons, military, how to be made out, - 49, 68 
lowed on purchaſing, a cauſe of much complaint, 
and a committee appointed thereon, - 176 
Commiſhoner to be appointed to ſettle arrearages of clothing, 
duty and powers of, and allowance to, 59 
one only to be at any foreign court, and he a ple- 
nipotentiary, - - 190 


Commiſſioners, at Paris, information from, ene Naples, &c. 
and order thereon, < 


8 


Cor 


CG 


INDEX; 
| PAGE 
Commiſſioners, report of committee reſpecting, brought in, 111 
report reſpecting, 1ſt and 2d articles of, agreed to, 112 
third article of, papers or evidence reſpeQing, i in 
polleflion of any members, to be laid on the 
table, - — ibid. 
fourth article of, entered on, and amendment pro- 
poſed, - - ibid. 
propoſed amendment agreed to, - 117 
tarther amendment agreed to, - 118 
names of the commiſhoners to be added, and the 
ſenſe of the houſe taken on each, - 119 
Mr. John Adams's name not to be added, 122 
Dr. Franklin not to be re-called, 4 125 
Mr. William Lee re- called, 189; not required to 
leave Europe, — - 189 
ſixth article of, viz, but one commiſſioner to be at 
any foreign court, &c. agreed to, 3 190 
not to exerciſe any other public office, ſet aſide hy 
previous queſtion, - - ibid. 
none but citizens of the ſtates to be appointed, 
ſet aſide by previous queſtion, ibid, 
allowance to, and time of ſalary, &c. commencing, 233 
to tranſmit their accounts, with vouchers, ibid, 
accounts of, to be examined and certified in Eu- 
rope, previous to their being tranſmitted, 234 | 
Commiſhoners for Indian affairs, five appointed, - 136 | 
to receive inſtructions from the commander 10 
in chief, in all treaties with Indians, 152 | 
authorized to exchange diſaffected citizens hy 
for thoſe in captivity at Niagara, &c., 166 4 
Committee to apportion to the ſeveral ſtates their — 7 
quotas of taxes, 286 c 
on papers laid before Congrola Ai Robert Morris, Eſq; 21 iy 
on foreign affairs, and the conduct of commiſſioners in Europe, 22 | U 
to confer with joint committee of the ſupreme executive 1 
council and affembly of Pennſylvania, - 87, 92 3 
to confer with the ſupreme executive council of Pennſylvania, 19: 34 
to hear and determine appeal, - - 60 | | 
to prepare a recommendation for obſerving a faſt-day, 78 
on a memorial from ſeveral inhabitants of Bermudas, 127 
for Indian affairs, - — - 136 
on economy, to report retrenchments and reformations, 176 
to report a plan for putting commiſſary departments, &c. on 
a leſs expenſive footing, - - ibid. 
to conſider of a foreign loan, &c. - - ibid. 
to repair to Vermont, (ſo termed) and confer with the in- 
habitants, — - - 180, 18] 
on adjuſting the powers and privileges of conſuls, &c. 186 
on celebrating the anniverſary of independence, 205 
to correſpond with the commanding-officer of the ſouthern 
army, - 8 n 214 
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Committee on the affair of captain Guſtavus Connyngham, cap- 
tured by the enemy, - - - 218 
on the purchaſing of ground whereon 3 e are 
erected, — - 225 
on report and amendments reſpecting ball. pay for life, 238 
on remainder of report of committee, on farther proviſion 
for the army, - - - 242 
to congratulate the miniſter of France on his majeſty's 
birth day, - - - 244 
to examine into the conduct of the board of war at 
their requeſt, 5 
on the election of officers of the luc of treaſury, 256 
on a repreſentation from the ſtate of New-Jerſley, 288 
to prepare a recommendation to obſerve a thankſgiv- 


ing-day, - - - 289 


to confer with the b in chief on the ſtate of 
the ſouthern army, &c. - - 330 
Committees, reports of, to be endorſed; and again taken up in order, 325 

convention of, ſee convention. 

Compty Monſ. his . reſpecting —— inexpedient to com- 
ply with, 147 
Confederacy frigate, enen preſſed on bourd of, to be diſcharged, 294 
Confederation, the delegates of Delaware ſtate empowered to ſign, 39 


and accordingly ſign, - - 49, 138 
reſolutions reſpecting by Delaware ſtate, laid be- 
fore Congreſs and filed, - 49 


Virginia delegates inſtructed to ratify as kiading 
with ſuch ſtates as may be n ſo to confede- 
rate, - 157 
Connecticut delegates infiruQed to ratify acbinding 
with ſuch ſtates as may be willing ſo to confede- 
rate, — 161 
Maryland delegates inſtructed not to nails, till 
matters reſpecting the weſtern lands be ſettled, 158 
Congreſs, preſident of, to furniſh the AZ ſtates with blank 


commons for officers, &c. - 49 
members of, to communicate releases received reſ- 

pecting the views of European courts, 88 
yeas and nays to be publiſhed in the journals of, 90 


requeſted by the preſident, &c. of Pennſylvania, to ap- 
point a committee to confer with a joint committee 
of the council and aſſembly of ſaid ſtate, and proceed- 


ings thereon, - - - 85 

a committee appointed, - - 92 
no member of, to ſpeak more than once on a motion to 

bring on or 'polipone any particular buſineſs, 132 
ever ready to attend to the ſentiments of their conſti- 

tuents, - - * 170 
when reſolved into a committee of the whole, chairman 

of, to be choſen by ballot, - - 178 


reſolved into a committee of the whole reſpecting Ver- 
mont, ſo termed, - > 179 


Con 


Con 


Co1 


| | AGE 
Congreſs, temporary rules reſpecting diſpatches received by, till 
preſent important buſineſs be finiſhed, 186 
addreſs to, by merchants at Boſton, received, 227 
the miniſter of France, the hon. ſieur Gerard, to take 
leave of, audience to, - - 269, 270 
preſident of, hon. John Jay, appointed miniſter plenipo- 
tentiary at the court of Spain, - - 280 
preſident of, hon. Samuel Huntington choſen, ibid. 
late preſident of, thanks of, to, — 283 


late and former preſident of, to lodge in the ſecretary's 
office, copies of all public letters written by them, 304 
reſolved into a committee of the whole on ways and 


means ; and report made, . - 320 
Connecticut ſtate, queſtion, whether one delegate can repreſent, 
| negatived, - 1 - 54 
any one delegate authorized 20 repreſent in abſence 
of others, - EE - 131 
delegates of, inſtructed to ratify the confederation, 161 
loan to, of 150,000 dollars, — — 163 
to be charged as advanced for recruiting and clothing 
troops, - - - 213 
to furniſh 8000 barrels of flour for the army, 338 
Connyngham captain Gustavus, meaſures for perſonal ſafety of, | 
earneſtly requeſted, - - 291 
meaſure taken reſpecting, - - 293 


captain Hele, Britiſh priſoner, to abide the fate cf, 358 
Conſtituents, Congreſs ever ready to attend to the ſentiments of, 


on watters of moment, — - - 170 
Conſuls, &c. powers and privelages of, committee appointed for 
adjuſting, - - - 185 


. appointments of, to be regiſtered, and notiſied to the ſtates, 232 
and other ſervants of his moſt Chriſtian majeſty, to have 


every countenance given them, - ibid. 
Convention of committees at Hartford, for regulating prices, pro- 
ceedings of, laid before Congreſs, — 306 
reſolutions reſpecting, - - 316 
Convention (Saratoga) troops, priſoners, a battalion to be raiſed 
to guard, - — — 12 


board of war to take meaſures to prevent deſertion of, 223 
officers of, not to leave their ſtation without permiſſion, 243 
deputy commiſſary of purchaſes to be appointed for, 252 


accounts of ſupplies for, to be kept diſtinct, ibid. 
no officers of, &c. to be permitted to go into New- 
Vork, © © x 280 


Virginia executive, to take care of, in caſe of invaſion, 281 
to be ſupplicd with Indian meal, if flour cannot be had, 298 


Copper-plate printer of, to be employed, - - 225 
Corbin Mrs. Margaret, for military bravery, a ſuit of clothes to, 
and half-pay for life, - - - 287 
Cornet of horſe, monthly ſubſiſtence to, - - 256 
Couloux & Penet, Meſſrs. to be contracted with, for manufacturing 
muſkets, &c. - : - TS 4 


INDEX. 
| PAGE 
Couloux Mr. his name not to appear in the contract, 3} 
Courts-martial recommended to the reſpective ſtates to age evi- 


Cox & Pettit, Meſſrs. application from, reſpeQing taxes, reply to, 206 
Cumberland county, committees of, petition from, &c. report on 


i brought in, - - 273 
. report on petition from, &c. referred to a committee 
0 of the whole, 275 
Cunningham Jose pb, &c. condign puniſhment to be inflicted on, 
reſpecting a captured neutral veſſel, 221 
D' Anne mours ſieur, appointed vice-conſul, in Virginia, 272 


Deane Silas Mr. political and commercial agency, complaints reſ- 


diſcharged from farther attendance on Congreſs, ibid, 
allowance to for expenſes whilſt attending on Con- 

greſs, - - - 247 

De Beniowsky baron, to be enabled to proceed to general Pulaſki, 255 
De Bonstallen baron, his zeal eltcemed, but cannot, conſiſtently, 


be employed, - - - - 320 
De Bretigny marquis, appointed lieutenant, and recommended to 
commander in chief, - — 27 
highly eſteemed; and to command a corps of French 
volunteers, — — - 108 
Debt national, amount of - - - 260 
De Cambray colonel, to expedite ITY of IE, 
&c. to South-Carolina, 31 
Defence, ſhip loaded in Mary land for the French fleet, not to be 
detained, - - - - 214 
De Gouvion Monſ. to be retained as an engineer another cam- 
paign, - - - - 3 


De la Neuville, major Noirmont, rank deſired by, cannot be granted, 33 
appointed lieutenant-colonel by brevet, and leave 


to return to France, | - 291 
entitled by merit ; but by reaſon of arrangement, 
cannot have a command, - 294 


De la Nos chevalier Francis, &c. &c. | ar obtained by, 
againlt captain Douglaſs, order reſpecting, - 237 


Delaware ſtate, accedes to the articles of confederation, 39 
reſolutions paſſed by, previous to their acceding to the 
confederation to be filed ; and on what terms, 49 
delegates ot, ſign the confederation, - 49, 138 
recommended to, to continue the embargo, 251 
flour, &c. to be purchaſed there, to be paid for from 
treaſury of, - - 287 


to furniſh an immediate ſupply of flour for the army, 337 

river, veſſels ſunk in, Mr. James Hopkins allowed to 
weigh, - - - 245 

De Lucena Mr. claim of, for ſearching for ſulphur mines, not 
admitted, - 8 - |» 21s 


dences to attend on, 313- 


peQting, - - - 112- 
not to leave the ſtates without ſpecial permiſſion, queſ- 

tion reſpecting loſt, „ - 191 
allowance to be made to for time, expenſes, &c. 234 


De 
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PAGE 
Departments, military operations in all, to be under the ſuperin- 


tendance and direction of ds commander in chief, 26 


meaſures to retrench expenſes in, - 196, 215 
report of committee on, retrenching expenſes in, 
brought in, and ſixty copies of to be printed, 225 
Depoſitions to be taken in evidence by courts- martial, in caſes not 
capital, if taken in preſence of the parties, 313 
Depreciation of bills of credit, table for eſtimating, laid before 
Congrels, - - - 233 
D'Estaing count, diſpatches to, to be expedited, . 
De Treusson che valier, &c. volunteers, brevets ordered to, and a 
ſupply of money, - - - 15 
Diſpatches coming to hand, temporary rule concerning, 186 
Douglas captain Jobn, caſhiered; and meaſure to have judgment 
againſt, executed, - - 237 
Dragoons light, Nc. to be part of quota of ſtate where raiſed, 74 
Baylor's regiment of, to join the ſouthern army, 334 
part of colonel Bland's, at e to join the 
ſouthern army, 337 
Drayton Mr. William: Henry, funeral of, to be attended, 255 
Dubois colonel, his rank fixed, - 185 


Dunlap Mr. Jobn, printer, brought before Congreſs, alen 
certain publications, 
Du Portail brigadier- general, to be retained, if practicable, as en- 
gineer, — — 3 
to command the engineer corps, &c. - 145 
Easton colonel James, diſmiſſed the ſervice, - 218 
Elliot Mr. James, appointed captain, and to repair to weſtern- de- 
partment, - - - 68 
Embargo on inland trade, recommendation againſt, - 246 
recommended to Delaware ſtate to continue, — 251 
Embargoes to be laid, and continued till the firſt of next January, 243 
to be continued till next April, 8 340 
Embezzlement of public ſtores, &c. John M*Calliſter charged 
with, - - - 199 
Emmes Mr. Jobn, pilot of ſhip Champion, execution of court- 
martial concerning, ſuſpended, - 254 
ſentence againſt mitigated ; and he to be en- 
larged, - - 303 
Enemy, inhabitants within the lines of, meaſures to prevent plun- a 
dering of, 8 - - 200 * 
deſigned operations of, information to the ſtates reſpect- Y. 
ing, — — — 238 | 4 
Engineers corps of, arrangement of to be reported, on proviſo, 8 1 
to be formed into a corps; and regulations reſpecting, 71 7 
Kc. to have the ſame pay and ſubſiſtence as the artillery, 145 | 
commandant of, brigadier-general du Portail appointed, ibid. } 
Engrofling, &c. recommended to the ſtates to enact laws againſt, 316 i 
Eſtimate of proviſions laid before Congreſs, - 332 
Exchange of diſaffected inhabitants to be made for citizens in 


captivity at Niagara, &c. - - 166 
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Exchange bills of, to be prepared Mr. de Beaumarchais, 184, 197 
to the amount of C. 100,000 ſterling, to be drawn on 
honorable John Jay, and like ſum on honorable Hen- 
ry Laurens, and to be fold at current exchange, 320 
on honorable John Jay, &c. order reſpecting preparing 
and diſpoſing of, 32g 
C. 75,000 ſterling, terms on which to be diſpoſed of, to 
promote a loan, - - 344 
of priſoners, commander in chief authorized to nego- 
ciate, - - - 63 
on parole, commander in chief to make as he may ſee 
meet, - - - 181 
of captain * Britiſh, not objected to, on pro- 
viſo, 197 
Expedition againſt Seneca kaltene propoſed by N. Vork Ante; 98 
gagainſt Onondaga Indians, by colonel Van Schaick, 


account of, laid before Congreſs, - 144 
again weſtern Indians, commander in chief approved 
in planning of, &c. - - 251 


againſt Indians towards Niagara, thanks of Congreſs 

to commander in chief for planning ; and to gene- 
ral Sullivan and troops for executing, = 289 

againſt Mingo and Munſey Indians, thanks to colo- 
nel Broadhead and troops for executing, - 296 

Expenditures for public ſervice, in New-York ſtate, meaſure to 
have fully ſettled, i 5 132 

Exportation of flour, wheat, &c. from middle ſtates and Virginia, 
to the eaſtern ſtates, to be admitted, 37, 58, 110 
Expreſs-riders diſcontinued, - 6 345 


Finance, propoſition reſpecting, motion to re-conſider; 15,000,000 
of dollars to be laid, and certain bills of credit to ce aſe 
circulating, 4, 5 
reports of rreaſury-board reſpeAing, laid before Con- 
greſs, 125 
additional tax of 45 ,000,000 of dollars to be paid in the 
current year, | 156 
loan of 20,000,000 of dollars to be borrowed at Bi per 
cent. — — - 178, 193 
deliberations on, meaſures to expedite, - 186 
monies loaned, intereſt to be encreaſed in proportion to 
the quantity of money in circulation, - 198, 202 
each lender to have at option to receive the principal at 
the end of three years, or continue it on intereſt till 
the ſum circulating be as ſmall as at the time of the 


loan, — - - 281d. 
| ſecurities given for ſums loaned, made payable to ſpecial 
| attorney, &c. reſolution reſpecting repealed, — 205 
1 loan of 20,000,000 of dollars, reſolutions reſpecting, 208 
1 additional tax of 15,000,000 of dollars to be paid in 


monthly payments, - - 284 


Faſt-day to be obſerved, . - 6 78 
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Finance, officers to manage, ordinance for eſtabliſhing, - 228 
ſee treaſury. 

Flag Spaniſh, due regard to be paid to, - - 166 


Fleet Britiſh, at Cheſapeake, information of, and order thereon, 148 
of his mol Chriſtian majeſty, ſhip loaded for, at Baltimore, 


not to be delayed, - - - 214 
Fleury Mon. lieutenant-colonel, reply to, - - 6 
a medal ordered to, for valour at Stoney-Point, - 226 

Mr. Francis preſſed on board the General Greene, order 
re ſpecting, - - - 281 

Flour to be exported from the middle ſtates to the eaſtern, to ſup- 
ply magazines, &c, - - 57, 68 


and rice, purchaſed in Delaware ſtate, Maryland and South- 
Carolina, to be paid for out of the treaſury of the ſtate 


where purchaſed, 287 
81,000 barrels of, to be furniſhed the army by ON: 
ſtates, - 337 
Forage, &c. furniſhed the army by the ihabiteats, to be PAY for ; 
and regulations reſpecting, - - 62 


Foreign affairs, and conduct of late and preſent commiſhoners in 
Europe, a committee appointed to report on, 22 


report of committee on, brought in, 111 
proceedings thereon, 117, 12s, 133, 158 
Forster Dr. complaints againſt; and enquiry to be made reſpect- 
ing, - - - 302 
France princeſs of, birth of announced; and order thereon, 136 
Franklin honorable Benjamin, not to be recalled, — 125 
Fraud by maſters of veſſels, and ſhippers, to be puniſhed by the 
civil magiſtrate, - - 232 
French volunteer corps, in deforice of ſouthern ſtates, offer of ac- 
cepted ; and order thereon, - - 108 
Frontiers weſtern, meaſure for defence of, - 33, 72 
Fund reſolved on, for ſinking bills of credit and loans, - 5 


Furlough, officers abſent beyond the time of, liable to be caſhiered, 334 
Garanger Monſ. bombardier, meaſure Fan to determining on 


retaining, — — — 191 
Georgia ſtate of, exempted from taxes, at preſent, becauſe inva- 
ded, - "IE 19, 163 
to be aſſured of Wo bet and e dollars 
to be ſent, 245 
500,000 dollars for, to 50 committed to Toſeph Clay, 
Eſq; &c. - - 251 
German deſerters, plan for raiſing a corps of, laid aſide, - 199 
Gibbons lieutenant, on forlorn-hope at Stoney-Point, highly ap- 
plauded, and made captain by brevet, - 226, 227 
Goods taken from merchants, &c. in Philadelphia, after evacua- 
tion by the enemy, order reſpeCting, - 71, 72 
Grantees of any ſtate, diſputes of with any other ſtate, reſolve for 
deciding on, repealed, - 283 


Gratuity of 100 dollars each, to ſoldiers enliſted during the war, 


before 23d of laſt January, — 200 


ee ae Err on 
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Grey-hound Britiſh veſſel, captured by eight American ſailors, 333 
whole of prize of, allowed to captors, - 338 


Ground on which federal buildings are erected, recommendation 
to the reſpective ſtates, to have preſerved for that 


uſe, - - - 223 
part of reſolve re ſpecting to be re-conſidered ; and com- 
mittee appointed thereon, - - 227 
Guards over convention priſoners, a battalion to be raiſed as, 12 
Halt-pay for life to officers continuing through the war, motion 
for granting ſet aſide as not being in order, 166 
agreed to, to ſtand as part of report, - 236 
Hamilton, heutenant governor, Britiſh, impriſoned in Virginia, 
general Philips not to forward letters reſpecting, 242 


Hancock Mr. Ebenezer, deputy pay-maſter-general in eaſtern-de- 
partment, to take charge of military-ſtores at Providence, &c. 182 

Hannah ſloop, to tranſport flour from Maryland, for the eaſtern 
magazines, - — — - 58 

Harnage major, and captain Hawkins, convention priſoners, not 


permitted to go to Virginia by water, - 110 


Hartley colonel, additions to regiment of ; officers of to be new 
arranged ; and order reſpeing their rank, 15 
Patrick Roach condemned for de bern pardoned at re- 


queſt of, - 510 


Heath major-general, table expenſes of to be diſcharged, during 
ſeparate command, a 6 135 
to be informed of the duties of commiſſioner of board of 
war, &c. - — 214 
Hewes Mr. delegate from North-Carolina, Rare of, to be at- 
tended, &c. — - - | 305 
Hide- department, regulations of ; officers to he employed ; and 
allowance to them, - - 224 
Hiltzheimer Mr. Jacob, to provide for horſes belonging to mem- 
bers of Congreſs, — 288 
Holler ſieur, fully juſtified in purchaſes of flour, and meaſhie reſ- 
pecting, — — - 232 
Hooper colonel Robert Lettis, quarter- r fraudulent 
conduct of, - - 24 
Hopkins Mr. James, allowed to weigh veſicts ſunk in the river 
Delaware, - e 245 
Horſes &c. public, in poſſe fon of individuals, meaſure for reco- 
very of, - - - 224 
Hoſpital-department, direAor-gencral of, to enjoin deputy direc- 
tors, &c. &c, to attend and do duty, as commander 
in chief may require, - - 26 
ſeniority of phyſicians, &c. in, diſputes concerning to 
be determined by director-general, with liberty of 


appeal, - . < ibid. 
officers in, to draw clothing annually and receive ſub- 

ſiſtence as officers of the line, 8 296 
confirmed, - - P 318 


ſubſiſtence allowed to, 8 6 319 
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Humanity combined with leser in major Lee, and highly ap- 
proved, - - - 278 
Huntington honourable Samuel, choſen preſident to Congreſs, 280 
Fay honorable Jobn, appointed miniſter ere at the 
court of Spain, ibid. 
thanks of Congreſs to, for department in office while preſident, 283 
Jenks Mr. Thomas, cloth taken from fulling-mill of, payment 


for, ordered, - « 287 
Impreſling diſallowed of, - - - 206 
Independence, anniverſary of to be obſerved, - 204 
Indians Onondago, part of friendly, and join the Oneidas, 83 


Seneca, expedition againſt, propoſed by New-York ſtate, 98 

Oneida and Tuſcarora, faithful chiefs of, to have military 
commiſſions, - - 184 

Onondago, inimical, account of an expedition againſt by 


colonel Van fchalck, - - 144 
towards Niagara, ſucceſsful a againſt by general 
Sullivan, 289 
Mingo and Munſey, &c. ſucceſsful expedition againſt by 
colonel Broadhead, - 297 
lands belonging to, ſettling on to be prevented; 303 
hoſtile, terms on which peace to be granted to, 326 
Infantry, 80 battalions of to be furniſhed for next campaign, 69 


regulations to be obſerved by, eſtabliſhed, 
Inhabitants, payment ordered to, for articles furniſhed to the ar- 


my, and regulations reſpecting it, 62 

within the enemies lines, not to be plundered, 200 
InſpeCtor-general, allowance to for extraordinary expenſes, 43 
department of, plan for conducting, 41 


Intelligence reſpecting the views of European courts, members to 

inform whether they have received any, and proceedings thereon, 88 
Intereſt of monies loaned ſince March Iſt, 1778, to be encreaſed 
in proportion to the quantity of money FEI at 


the time of payment, - 202 
on loan-office certificates, table for payed of, laid be- 
fore Congrels, - - 233 
board of treaſury to act on the reſolution of June 29th, 
 reſpeQing, = - 239 
Jobnson colonel, accounts of, how to be ſettled, - 142 
Journal of the preceding day, to be open for correQion the day 
following, - - - 166 
Journals, the yeas and nays to be printed on, - 90 


to be printed weekly, and ſent to the reſpective ſtates, 93 
committee to ſuperintend publication of, three members 

added to, - - - ibid. 

Irwine colonel, choſen brigadier-general, - 148 

iguing-commiſfaries, to be under direction of commander in chief, 75 
Judge - ad vocate, and deputy, ſubſiſtence of colonel and lieutenant- 


colonel, allowed to, - - — 342 
IJzard Ralpb, Eſq; commiſſioner at the court of France, to be 
re-called, - — 158, 186 


not required to return to America, 187 
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Kleine, lieutenant-colonel, permitted to retire from ſervice ; and 
to be enabled to return to Europe, - - 199 
Knox lieutenant, on forlorn hope at Stoney-Point, highly applauded, 226 
appointed captain by brevet, - - 227 
to draw captain's pay and ſubſiſtence, - 279 

Landais captain, allowance to for tranſporting military-ſtores to 
the ſtates, - - - 67 
bill of exchange in favour of, ordered, 75 

Lands unappropriated, at declaration of independence, recommen- 
dation to the ſtates not to diſpoſe of, 299, 301 

grants of, to the United States, by Indians, motion reſpec- 
ting ſet aſide by previous queſtion, - 326 


La Radiere Monl\, to be retained another campaign, as engineer, 3 
Laurens honorable Henry, remarks by, on a paragraph in the 


Pennſylvania Packet, &c. - - 14 
and honorable Mr. Lewis, papers delivered in by, refer- 

red to a committee, - - 21 
information by, in favour of Mr. Robert Morris's con- 

duct, as member of a ſecret committee, 35 


letter, laid to be written by, and publiſhed in the Ne w- 
Vork Gazette, motion reſpecting; and proceedings 
thereon, - - - 148, 149 

paper delivered in by, reſpecting the above motion enter- 
ed on the journal, - - 150 

reply to, and proceedings thereon, 154 

Laurens John, Eſq; appointed lieutenant-colonel, and allowed to 
join the ſouthern army, - - 91 
Laws of nations, to be inviolably obſerved, - 166, 294 
proſecutions for violation of, to be at federal 
expenſe, - 232 

Leather to be purchaſed i in South-Carolina, and paid for out of 
taxes there, - — - 297 

Lee major-general, unſealed letters to, from New-York, to be for- 

warded, and explanation expected, 49 
ſatisfactory explanation by, ee the a- 

above letters, - 55 
complaint from, of his character belag aſper- 

ſed, reſpeRing the defence of Fort-Sullivan, 


and order thereon, - 108 
motion to diſmiſs from ſervice, ſet aſide by 
previous queſtion, - 333 
Lee Mr. William, commiſhoner at the court of France, to be re- 
called, - - 188 
not required to come to America, - 139 


Lee major, corps of, captain M Lane to command a troop in, 216 
thanks of Congreſs to, for prudence, bravery and hu- 


manity, in the attack on Rowles-Hook, 278 
a gold medal ordered to, - - ibid. 

Lewis hon. Mr. to lay before Congreſs a converſation had with 
hon. Mr. Laurens, &c. - 17 


leave of abſence to, - — 132 
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Lincoln major-general, empowered reſpecting e of pri- 
ſoners, - - 104 
to appoint a deputy commilſary of priſon- 
ers for the ſouthern army, - 105 
to be requeſted to continue his command, 
if health will permit, - 236 
Lines of the enemy, perſons living within, not to be plundered, 200 
Lisbon court of, reſolutions reſpecting a captured Portugueſe 
ſnow, to be communicated to, - - 256 
Liſting of troops, fee re-enliſt, recruits. 
Livingston, his excellency governor, attention by, to en abu- 
ſes in department, highly approved of, 
colonel Henry B. his reſignation accepted mie fer- 
vices highly eſteemed, - - 15 
Loan of 20,000,000 of dollars to be ae wal at ſix per eent. 178 
reſolutions reſpecting, — - 193 
foreign, committee nes to report on beſt mode of ne- 
gociating, 177 
of 2,000,000 of dollars grawted to Pennſylyaia ſtate, 79 
of 150,000 dollars to Connecticut ſtate ; of 800,000 to 
Maſſachuſetts, and 300,000 to Virginia, — 163 
to Connecticut, to be charged as advanced for recruiting 
and clothing troops, - - 213 
Loan-office commiſſioners of, to be inſtructed reſpecting certifi- 
cates for bills to be exchanged, - - 4 
Loan-offices, money put into, on or after March Ift, 1778, inter- 
eſt on to be encreaſed in proportion to the quan- 
tity in circulation at time of payment, 198, 202 
money put into ſecurities for payable to ſpecial at- 
torney, reſolution reſpeCting repealed, 205 
whole amount of monies received in, to be laid be- 
fore Congreſs, and order reſpecting, 251 
Loſſes of bills of credit, redreſs for e by ſeveral, cannot 
be afforded, 70 
Lotbinier Rev. Mr. 200 Jollare per nicer, ſubſiſtence to, till 
farther orders, - - - 254 
Lottery tickets in, bills of, called in emiſſions to be taken in pay = 
ment for, - - - 12 
loan-office certificates given in * of "Ow in 3d 
claſs of, to bear intereſt, 103 
tickets of 3d claſs of to be ſold off, and thawing to 
commence next March, - - 300 
prizes in 2d claſs of, order for payment of, - ibid. 
Macpherson Mr. William, ee nominated to be elected a 
deputy commiſſary-general of muſters, 103 
Majeſty his moſt Chriſtian, information from, of the birth of a 
rinceſs, and order thereon, - 136 
his ſubjects in the ſtates equally entitled to protec- 
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tion as citizens, — e 


birth day of, miniſter of France congratulated on, 244 
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Majeſty his moſt Catholic, flag of, veſſels ſailing under and cap- 
tured, particular attention paid to caſe concerning, 166 
perfect harmony with, to be cultivated, - ibid, 
to negociate a treaty with, a miniſter appointed, 280 
Marine, all matters pertaining to, to be veſted in commiſſioners, 191 
an admiralty board to be eſtabliſhed to ſuperintend ; and 


duty and powers of, &c. - - 297 
committee to make ſale of the Revenue cutter, Tl 
clerk of, {ix dollars per day allowed to, 78 


to take order reſpecting the appointment of the 
fieur de St. Hilaire, as vice-conſul at Alexandria, 200 
to have marine priſoners confined in priſon ſhips, &c. 217 
to take order reſpecting the appointment of the 
ſieur d'Annamours, as vice-conſul of Virginia, 227 
to take mealures to obtain diviſion of prize goods, 


&c. - - 256 
to provide a veſſel for captain Talbot, 272 
to direct their agents to render accounts for ſet- 

tlement, — — 273 


to provide tranſports for North-Carolina troops, ibid. 
to report a plan of regulations for conducting naval 

affairs, - - 283 
report of, on naval affairs, taken into conſideration, 

and reſolutions for forming an admiralty board, 297 
empowered to diſcharge the veſſel taken for a 

priſon ſhip, - - 309 
to appoint advocates to manage maratime affairs, 313 
to report an eſtimate of ene year's provilion for 


the navy, - - 332 
all matters heretofore referred to, to be tranſmit- 
ted to the admiralty board, - 336 
Maritime affairs, advocates to be appointed to manage, 313 
Maryland ſtate, recommended to, to permit exportation of flour 
and bar-iron for the eaſtern magazines, 58, 110 
600 ſtand of arms to be ſent to, forthwith, 166 
flour, &c. purchaſed there, to be paid for out of the 
treaſury there, &c. - 287 
meaſure for ſettling public accounts in, - 220 
Massachusetts ſtate, letter and papers from preſident * order 
re ſpecting, - 35 
&c. meaſure for having ſupplied from the fouth- 
ern ſtates, ſp 90 57 
loan to, of 800,000 dollars, - 163 
two delegates capable to repreſent, - 207 
letter and papers from Mr. William Bingham, to 
be tranſmitted to, - - 330 
Mather Mr. James, memorial from, order on, - 92 
M' Callister lieutenant, applanded for conduct and en at 
Powles-Hook, and honored with brevet, 278 


M Allister Mr. Alexander, deputy commiſſary of the boſpital n 
Yellow-Srings, charged with mal- practices, and order thereon, 133 


= 


l 


IND EX. 


PAGE 
M Lane capt. to command a troop; and added to major Lee's corps, 216 
Medal, emblematical of taking Stoney-Point, to be ſtruck, 227 
Medal: to be preſented to officers who led in the attack on Stoney- 
Point, - - = ibid, 
Mifiin major-general, late Q.M. G.letters from, and management 
of department by, report of committee on, and agreed to, 24 
Military-cheſt, one only to be in ſouthern-department, 163 
one only to be in eaſtern- department, 182 
commiſſions, how to be made out, — - 68 
operations, commander in chief to direct, as he may 
judge beſt, - 144 
ſtores, field. commiſfary of, &. Kees | pay, ſubſiſtence and 
rations to, = - 45 
Militia of Virginia, money advancel to, account of to be wank: 
mitted to that ſtate, = 22 
of Pennſylvania, 200 of to be ſtationed at Sunbury; 238 
encreaſed ſubſiſtence not allowed to, - 286 
Miners, regulations for, to be formed by board of war, 71 


&c. to have pay and ſubſiſtence as thoſe in artillery corps, 145 
Miniſter plenipotentiary of his moſt Chriſtian majeſty, information 


to, reſpecting memorials, &c. - - 38, 39 

private audience to, and proceedings thereon, „ 
memorial from, on the powers of N referred to com- 

mittee, — — 200 

congratulated, on anniverſary of his majeſty's birth-day, 244 

audience to, to take leave, - - 269 

intelligence from, reply to, - 279 

chevalier de Ja Luzerne, audience to, — 313 
papers from, a committee to confer with commander 

in chief reſpeQing, - - 330 

from the United States, one only to be at any foreign 

court, and he a plenipotentiary, - 190 


at the court of France, contract to be made by, for mo- 


ney, the faith of the ſtates pledged for, - 198 


at the court of Spain, honorable John Jay appointed, 281 
Miniſters foreign, PIO audience * to be in a committee of 


the whole, 38 
Miſdemeanors complained of, by preſident of Maachuſerts-Bay, 
order reſpecting, - 35 


Money, applications for, for departments oder Alen of the 
board of war, to be made by pay-maſter to the board, 
and order reſpecting, - - 269 
continental, ſee bills of credit. 
ſupplies of required, ſee quota. 
More Mr. Stephen, to be paid for wood cut on his farm, 340 
Morgan Dr. Jobn, late way anakeh of the — his con- 
5 duct approved of, 196 
charge by againſt Dr. Seien, jun. direQor-general 
of the hoſpitals ; and proceedings thereon, 197 
Mr. George, memorial from, ſee Indiana and Vandalia. 
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Morris Robert, Eſq; matters reſpecting brought before Congreſs, 14,17 
report of committee agreed to, fully juſtifying Mr. 


Morris, = wy 36 
requeſts a ſpecial committee to examine the books 
of the ſecret-committee, &c. - 35 


Motion, or reſolution, when entered on the journal, the names of 
the perſon moving and ſeconding to be entered alſo, 74 
to poſtpone or bring on any particular buſineſs, no mem- 
ber to ſpeak on more than once, - 132 
Moultrie brigadier-general, inexpedient to promote at preſent, 147 
to command ſouthern army, in general Lincoln's ab- 


ſence, with major-general's allowance, ibid, 
Mountfort count major, his reſignation accepted; and rations to, 
for a time, - . Fe 25 


Mublenberg brigadier- general, former arrangement reſpecting 
rank of, founded on principles not affecting per- 


ſonal character or merit, — - 348 
Muſkets, &c. to be manufactured in the ſtates, to be contracted 
for, | - - 4 
Naples king of, opens his ports to the flag of the Daten, and de- 
ſires information ; ; order thereon, - - 51 
National debt, amount of, - - - 260 
Naval affairs, admiralty board to ſuperintend, . 297 
Navy-board, in middle diſtrict, Mr. Joſeph e choſen ſecreta- 
ry and oxy-chaſter to, - 80 
| commiſſioners of, allowance to, - =. © 209 
Neutrality, rights of, to be inviolably obſerved, - 166 
New-FJersey ſtate, repreſentation from, reſpecting affairs of the 
army, and order thereon, - 144 
memorial from, reſpeCting filling vacancies of commil- 
honed officers, reply to, = - - 206 
| governor of, attention by, to correct abuſes in depart- 
ments, highly approved, Ws - 302 
delegates appointed by, - - 328 
to furniſh 8000 barrels of flour for the army, 338 
New-York ſtate, expedition propoled by, againſt the Seneca In- 
dians, militia on, to have pay and rations, . 98 
accounts of expenditures in, meaſure to have fully 
ſettled, - - - 1.32 
inſtructions to delegates of, Oy. of committee on, 
brought in, - 273 
ſugar and rum to be afforded to, by agent at Boſton, 
at wholeſale price, - - 282 
Niagara and vicinity of, good citizens, priſoners an, diſaffeced 
inhabitants to be exchanged for, - - 166 


Wotrmont, ſee de la Neuville. 
North-Carolina, to be charged with clothing furniſhed colonel 
Hogan's regiment, - - 3 
line of, inexpedient to march at preſent to the 
ſouthward, - a - 216 
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Oeconomy, meaſures to promote, committee appointed to report on, 176 
meaſures for, - - - 196, 215 

report of committee on, brought in, and ſixty 
copies of to be printed, - - 225 
Officers recruiting, allowance to, - - 25 
commiſhons to, how to be made out, - 49, 68 
to pay dus reſpect to civil authority, - 54 
ſupernumerary, not entitled to ſubſiſtence- money, 61 


permitting any perſons to go within the enemy's lines, 
without proper authority, to forfeit their commiſſions, 109 

of reſpective ſtates, to be ſupplied by ſaid ſtates with ne- 
celſary articles at a moderate price, motion for, and 


proceeding thereon, - - - 110 
&c. in captivity, pay to be made to, 186 
vacancies of, to be filled up by the reſpective ſtates, 206 
&c. enliſted for the war, recommendation to the ſtates to 

make proviſion for, - - 240 
articles of clothing to be annually delivered to, and regu- 

lations reſpecting, - b 3 
unduly abſent from their corps, liable to be caſhiered, 334 


Officers of the elaboratory at Springfield, proceedings of court- 
martial reſpecting, referred to commander in chief, 110 


of artificers, to have rank only in their own corps, 309 
of the board of treaſury, &c. to hold their commiſhons 
during pleaſure, 294 
Ohio, ſettling beyond to be Uſcooriged and rcvented; - 303 
Order whether in, to read reports when received, affirmed, — 32 
queſtion on, whether re-conſidering a refolution involves 
a repeal, negatived, - - 73 


of putting the queſtion, on a motion for ſtriking out words, 91 
on a queſtion being poſtponed 1n right of a ſtate, to put 


it without debate next day, - 116 
queſtion on, reſpecting privilege of members, - 148 
Ordinance, for regulating the clothing-department, - 81 
ſupplement to, -. -- $12 

for eſtabliſhing a treaſury-board; and . to ma- 
| nage finance, - - 228 
Ordnance, department of, arrangement of, - 4.3 


officers ; in, pay, ſubſiſtence and rations to, 45 
Paine Mr. Thomas, (common ſenle) cited before Congreſs, and 


proceedings reſpecting, - - 9 

reſigns his office, as ſecretary to the committee for fo- 
reign affairs, - - 5 
reſolutions reſpecting, - - - 7 
letters from, conſidered, and proceedings thereon, 20 

Palmer Mr. Josepb, his plan for making bay ſalt, referred to 
Maſſachuſetts aſſembly, - - 209 
Parole, breach of, reprobated, and order thereon, > 28 
officers breaking; to be reported, ibid. 


broken by Britith priſonces, juſtice reſpecting to > be de- 


manded, - ibid. 
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Pay-maſter-general, to provide an office near to head-quarters, 22 
to keep his office where Congreſs hold their ſeſſions, 177 


deputy to be appointed for the army, - ibid, 
William hs Eſq; II thy. for paſt ſervi- 
ces, - 306 
allowance to in future, * | ibid, 
deputy, allowance to, referred to the board of treaſury, 307 
department of, regulations reſpecting, - 253 
Pay-maſters regimental, accounts 'of to be ſettled, at leaſt once 
in three months,. - - - 38 
Peace or truce, not to be made with the enemy without the for- 
mal conſent of his moſt Chriſtian majeſty, - 18 
Fenet & Couloux, Meſſrs. to be contracted with, for makii g muſ- 
kets, &c. - — — 4 
&c. firm of, how to be ſtiled, - - 31 
Pennsyloania ſtate, complaint from executive council, reſpeQing 
major Clarkſon, — 30 
executive council of, to be furniſhed with a copy of the 
proceedings againſt captain Nicholſon, &c. 46 
complaint of executive council of, againſt major Clark- 
ſon, further proceedings on, - - 52 
repreſentation from, e the frontiers; and mea- 
ſures taken, - 55 
general aſſembly of, conference to be had with, reſpec- 
ting floop Adive, - - 67 
loan to, of 2,000,000 of dollars, - - 79 


letter from Preſident of, &c. defiring;a free conference 
with 2 committee of Congrels ; ; and proceedings 


thereon, — — 85 
conference deſired by preſident of, &c. to he granted, 87 
committee appointed, - 92 
preſident of, petition preſented by, order thereon, 170 
executive council of, thanks of Congreſs to, for vigi- 
lant attention to the public good, - 200 
authorized to proſecute at federal expenſe for infraction 
of the laws of nations, - 233 
conference with aſſembly of, ——_— ſloop Aire, 
to be requeſted, - 281 
| to furniſh 50,000 barrels of hs for the army, 338 
Penobscot, expedition againſt, inveſtigation of eauſes of failure of, 
laid before Congreſs, 8 * 345 
Pbiladelpbia city, &c. number of rations iſſued i in, and to whom, 
return of to be made, - - 291 
Phillips major-general, Britiſh, cannot be permitied to go into 
New-York, — — 280 
not to forward letters reſpecting lieutenant-governor Ha- 
milton, priſoner at Williamſburgh, - 243 
and family, paroled to New-York, 3 - 311 


Pierce Mr. George, to have bills of called-in emiſſions '- 
changed, — - " 104 
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Pitt Fort, three companies ordered to, - — 23 
brigadier-general M<Intoſh, permitted to retire from 

command at, . — 48 

Plundering inhabitants within the enemy's lines, meaſures to pre- 
vent, VE - — 200 
Portmanteaus, &c. furniſhed to officers, not to be charged, 48 
Portuguese ſnow captured, order reſpecting, - 219 


order reſpecting, motion to re-conſider, negatived, 9222 
reſolutions reſpeCting, to be communicated to the 


| court of Liſbon, — * 256 
Poſt, eaſtern and ſouthern, to arrive each, twice each week where 
Congreſs fit, - - - 345 
Poſtage of letters doubled, - - 112 
to be 20 times as much as in 1775, - 346 


Poſt-maſter-general, fums to be advanced to; and ſalary to, and 
to other officers in that department encreaſ- 


ed, - 1 12, 3325 345 
his accounts to be adjuſted by the board of trea- 
ſur - 332 


** 
Pomwles-Hook, ſucceſsful attack on; and merit -difpleyed i in, ap- 


plauded, Kc. - - - 278 
Preſſing diſallowed of, - - 206, 294 
Princeſs of France, information of, birth of, and order thereon, 138 
Printer for Congreſs, Mr. David C. Claypoole appointed, 106 
Priſoners with the enemy, proviſion made for, - 12 

allowance to, whilſt on their way returning home, 13 
unexchanged to the ſouthward, proviſion to be made 
for; and commiſſary to be appointed, 105 
with the enemy, copies of a conference reſpecting a car- 
tel, to be ſent to, 9 5 96 5 - 144 
naval to be confined on board priſon-ſhips, 217 
Spaniſh at New-York, to be equally n for as 
Americans, 311 
Britiſn, comfortable 8 of, at Philadelphia, — 71 
Priſon-ſhip, veſſel procured for, to be diſcharged, 309 


Prize- goods at Boſton to be divided, and part belonging to the 
ſtates retained, 155 
Prizes, agent for in New-Jerfey, Okey Hoagland, Eſq; appointed, 252 

federal ſhare of, not to be Oy of without particular 


order, - - 337 
Promoted, colonels Giſt, Hogan, Huger and Sumner, to brigadier- 

generals, - - - 13 

colonel Irwine to brigadier-general, 146 
lieutenants Gibbons and Knox, to captains by brevet, 

| for valor at Stoney-Point, - . 227 

Promotion of brigadiers, referred to board of war, 112 
Property of the United States, reſpective ſtates to take meaſures 

to preſerve, on - - 223 


Proviſion, farther for the army, report of, committee on, debated, 236 
half-pay for life, to officers continuing during the war, 
affirmed to ſtand as part of the report on, ibid, 


"Widow . 42m 4 


_ x. 


2 Fe. — 2 1 
„ . th » = © „ en 


IND EX. 


PAGE 
Proviſion, report on, „with amendments, referred to a committee of 
five, - - - 238 
recommended to the ſtates to make for officers and ſol- 
diers, - - 240 
to be made for widows of officers and ſoldiers, ibid, 
ſubſiſtence- money to ofhcers encreaſed, | 242 
remaining part of report on, referred to a committee 
of five, - - "rs ibid, 
Proviſions, meaſures for ſupplying the eaſtern ſtates with from 
the ſouthern, - - 57, 58, 110 
furniſhed the army by the inhabitants, order for pay- 
ment of, - - - 62 
for the army and navy, and flcets of ally, for one 
year, eſtimate of to be made, - 332 
Pulaski brigadier-general, to proceed with his corps to South- 
Carolina, — - - 31 
to re-enliſt thoſe whole times are near expiring, 38 
corps of, thoſe enliſted into, to be credited to ſtates 
where enliſted, "s - ibid. 
corps of, order reſpeQing ſettling accounts of, 152 
account af his death received, - 329 
memory of, a monument to be erected to, ibid, 
corps, lately commanded by, general Lincoln empowered _ 
to reduce, - - - 347 


Purchaſers, competition in prices among, to be guarded againſt, 258 
federal, of clothing, to ceaſe, when the reſpedlive 


ſtates have fully provided, - , 08, 
Purchaſing for the public, allowance of, commiſſions on, a cauſe 
of much uneaſineſs; and a committee thereon appointed, 176 
DQuarles major James, of 2d Virginia regiment, his requeſt reſ- 
pecting expenſes cannot be granted, 186 
Quarter-maſter-general, &c. to pay for articles furniſhed the army 
by inhabitants; and regulations reſpecting, 62 
&c. to make reſtitution for goods taken from merchants 
in Philadelphia, after its evacuation by the enemy, 71 
to eſtabliſh regulations for waggoners, 75, 118 
to employ waggoners on terms approved by commander 
in chief, - - 128 
to take charge of barracks, except at Philadelphia and 
Charlotteville, - - - 170 


what to pay for a waggon, driver, and four horſes per day, 196 

department of, deficiencies and abuſes in, report of com- 
mittee reſpecting, and court of enquiry, &c. ordered, 24 

reſpective ſtates to ſuperintend the conduct of thoſe em- 


ployed in, - - - 215 


aſſiſtants, deputies, &c. &c. employed in, and where, and 
on what terms, return of to be made, - 332 
board of war to ſuperintend, and committee diſcharged, 324 
Queſtion, how to be put, on a motion for amendment, by ſtriking 
out words, - | - — 91 
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Quota of taxes, to be levied, as a fund for ſinking the emiſſions 
and loans, - - - 5 
proportion of, to be raiſed by the reſpective ſtates, 8 


raiſed by feſpective ſtates to be placed to their account, &c. 163 
for the current year, 45,000,000 of dollars added to, 156 


additional, proportion of to each ſtate, - 162 
for the current year, 15,000,000 of dollars added to, to be 
paid in monthly payments, - 284 
proportion of, to each ſtate, - - 286 
proviſions furniſhed, to be credited as part of, 339 
of troops to be furniſhed for next campaign, 69 
light-dragoons, &c. raiſed in any ſtate to be accounted part 
of, - - - - 74, 309 
Rangers, five companies of to be raiſed for defence of weſtern _ 
| frontier, and order reſpecting, - 55, 72 


Rank, in colonel Hartley's regiment, to be determined by ſeniority, 15 
under brigadlier- generals, to be ſettled by commander in chief, 33 


retaining of, incompatible with holding a civil office, 223 
Rations back, due till January Iſt, 1777, accounts for to be ex- 
hibited before June, or not to be allowed, 26 
form of accounts for, how to be atteſted, and order for 
payment, - - - 28 
fx additional, allowed to a colonel commanding a brigade, 116 
Recruiting-officers, allowance to, - - 25 
incidental expenſes attending, rule for, al- 
lowance for, to be eſtabliſhed, - 152 
Recruits to be raiſed, bounty to, &c. - 25, 70 
Regulation of prices, proceedings of convention of committees re- 
ſpecting, laid before Congreſs, _ 306 
recommended to the ſtates ; and reſolutions 
reſpecting, 316 


8 for infantry, ſyſtem of by baron Steuben, adopted, 90 
Reports of committees, to be endorſed : as delivered in, and again 


taken up in order, - - 325 
Reſolution or motion, when entered on the journal, the names of 

thoſe moving and ſeconding to be entered alſo, - 74 
Retaliation threatened, - - 187, 217 
Retrenchments, &c. in departments, committee appointed to re- 

port a plan for, - - - 176 
Revenge cutter, to be ſold, and order reſpecting, - 71 


Nbode-Island ſtate, &c. to be ſupplied with nrovifions, meaſures for, 34 
relieved at preſent, of part of tax becauſe invaded, 61 
a brigade of 1500 propoſed to be raiſed by, motion 
reſpecting, and proceedings thereon, 113, 116, 128, 136 
neceſſitous ſtate of, commander in chief to take or- 
der reſpeCting, - - 141 
quotas of troops from other ſtates to be kept up in, 7bid. 
Roach Patrick, condemned to die for deſertion, pardoned, 52 
Rogers Rev. William, e new certificate of ap- 
pointment to, 163 
Rudolph lieutenant, honored with brevet for bravery at Stoney- 
Point, - - - - 278 
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PAGE 

Rutgers them, and Fzariah Horton, Eſyqrs; to be oy com- 
miſſaries-general of muſters, appointed, 103 
Saliſbury furnace, not to be put in blaſt at federal expenſe, 99 

Salt bay, plan propoſed for — referred to Maſſachuſetts 
aſſembly, - . 

Salt-petre, &c. manufacturing of, Mr. Fouquet much approved 
reſpecting, - - 288 
Sappers, regulations to be formed for, by board of war, 71 


&. to have equal pay with thoſe in the artillery corps, 145 
Schuyler major-general, begs leave to reſign; conſideration of 


. poſtponed, - | . - 7 
permitted to reſign, - - 116 
anſwer to a letter from, reſpecting Indian affairs, 326 
Scott brigadier-general, to forward Roues with all diligence to 
Charleſton, — — 227 
court of enquiry to be held on, for diſobedience to orders, 306 
Secretary of Congrels, clerks in office of, allowance to, 78, 309 
to write to the Britiſh admiral reſpecting the inhuman 
treatment of captain Connyngham, - 219 
Seniority, diſputes reſpecting in medical-department, to be deter- 
mined by the direQor-general, with liberty to appeal, 26 


Sherman Mr. William, pay-mafter to col. Warren's regiment, re- 
queſt that he be obliged to ſettle his accounts before reſigning, 218 
Shippen Dr. D. G. H. D. to be informed of charges againſt him 


by Dr. Morgan, - 197 

1 of bills of credit, to be employed, and allowance to, 15 

board of treaſury empowered to appoint, 827 181 

appointed, - - 50, 111, 132, 177 

Soldiers, not to be employed as waggoners, - - 74 
liſted for during the war, before January 23d, 1779, 

gratuity of 100 dollars to each of, 199 


South-Carolina and Georgia, aſſiſtance to be forwarded to, from 
Virginia and North-Carolina, 22, 31, 90, 143 
and Georgia, committee appointed to report on 


meaſures for defending, - « NH 
money advanced by, in importing military-ſtores, 
to be reimburſed, - - 236 
army in, North-Carolina troops to join, 273, 305 
three continental frigates to repair to, 273, 305 
flour or rice purchaſed, to be paid for out of the 
treaſury of ſaid ſtate, - - 287 
Southern-department, troops and ſtores to be forwarded to, 319 
army, ſtate of, a committee appointed to confer with 
commander i in chief, reſpecting, - 330 
Baylor's dragoons to join, - - 334 
_ Virginia, line of to join, 335 
Spanisb, priſoners at New-York, to be equally provided for, as 
Americans, - - - 411 


Staff, civil, of the army, warrant officers on, to be liable to ar- 


reſts, &c. ® - - 75 | 
officers, form of commiſſion to, - 195 


Sta 


IND EX. 


PAGE. 

States, quotas of monies paid by re ſpective, to be credited; and 
deficiencies to be charged with intereſt, 8, 163 
circular letter to, - - 5 15, 170 

to appoint officers in their reſpe dive lines; and orders re- 
ſpecting, - - 49, 68, 206 

eaſtern, to be permitted to export flour, &c, from Mary- 
land, &c. - _ 57, 58, 110 


proportion of troops to be afforded by, for next campaign, 69 
reſpeQtive, to grant paſſes for going within the enemy's lines, 109 
re ſpective, to ſupply officers of the line with neceſſary arti- 

cles at a moderate prey motion we, and n 


thereon, 110 
to facilitate ſertlidg the accounts of Joſeph Trumbull, Eſq; 

late C. G. P. el - 140 
to take meaſures to prevent plundering inhabitants within 

the enemy's lines, - - 200 
internal police of, not to be controuled by Congreſs, 206 


to pay ſtrict attention to departments, and correct abuſes in, 215 
to take meaſures for ſecuring to the public, ground occu- 
pied for public uſe, buildings, property, &c. 223 
executives of, to ſuperintend commiſſaries of hides, 224 
addreſs to, on the intended operations of the enemy, 238 
recommended to, to take off reſtrictions from inland 
trade, - - 245, 246 
to guard againſt a competition in prices among purchaſers, 259 
reſpective treaſurers of, to make n returns of ſums re- 
ceived, - 286 
not to ſell or grant any lands not appropriated at the decla- 
ration of independence, - 299 
proviſions, &c. for the army, furniſhed by, to be credited 
as part of quota of money called for, - 338 
any, undertaking to procure the quota of proviſions requi- 
red, commiſſaries, &c. to ceaſe from purchaſing in, 340 
to complete their quotas of troops by next February, ibid. 
Steel colonel, proceedings of court- martial on, to be returned to 
commander in chief, - 106 
Steuben baron, inſpector· general, rden of n by, for 
the army, eſtabliſhed, - 90 
his ſyſtem of regulations bigly . - 103 
Stewart major, eſteemed and honored for bravery, at Stoney-Point, 300 
Sterling major-general, thanks of Congreſs to, tor conduct in the 


affair of the attack at Powles-Hook, - 278 
Stoney-Point, taken by ſtorm, and officers and en, highly Hi 
plauded, - 226 
medal, emblemarical of, to be 3 and honors 
conferred on captors of, - ibid. 
Stoppages, no farther to be made from the third Pepnſylvania 
regiment, made priſoners in 1776, - - 68 
Subſiſtence-money, ſupernumerary officers not entitled to, 62 
inſufficiency of, meaſure propoſed for ramedy- 
ing, and proceedings thereon, - 119 
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Wine encreaſed, allowed to officers and ſoldiers, 242 
deſigned only for the ſtanding army, 266 
Sugar and rum, to be given in pay for proviſions purchaſed in 


New-York ſtate, - - 282 
Sullivan major-general, army under, board of war blamed by, and 
order thereon, at requeſt of the board, 252 


and troops under, thanks of Congreſs to, for 
conduct in an expedition againſt the Indians, 289 


begs leave to reſign, - 309 
permitted to reſign, though with regret, 331 
thanks of Congreſs to, for paſt ſervices, 332 


Sulphur mines, Mr. Lucena's claim for ſearching for, not admitted, 218 
Supplies for the army, for the enſuing year, and for carrying on 


the war, a committee of five appointed to eſtimate, 340 
Talbot lientenant-colonel, to have captain's ER in the 
navy, &. - - - 272 


Tax, of 15,000,000 of dollars, to be raiſed for the current year, 5 
of 5,000,000 annually, for 18 years, as a fund to fink emiſ- 

ſions, Kc. - — ibid. 

additional for the current year, of 45,000,000 of dollars, 156 

of 15,000,000 of dollars, to be paid in monthly payments, 284 
Taxes laid on, complaint of by Meſſrs. Cn aſſiſtant Ferna. 


ter-general, and reply to, - 206 
complaint of, by Mr. Pettit, aſſiſtant quarter-maſter-ge- 
neral, and proceedings thereon, - 293 
Temple Mr. Robert, allowance to for articles taken for the army, 67 
Thankſgiving-day, to be obſerved, — - 289, 291 
Thomson brigadier-general, &c. memorial from, meaſure in con- 
ſequence of, for exchange of priſoners, - 63 
application from, for parole and exchange, referred to 
commander in chief, - - 181 
Trade inland, all reſtrictions to be taken off, recommendation 
for, - - 247 
Tranſports, to be provided for North-Carolina troops, to join the 
ſouthern army, - 274 
Treaſurer of the United States, to retain 4,000,000 of dollars to 
ſupply the military-cheſts, 1 e 
of loans, his ſalary encreaſed, - - 5 
allowance to, for receiving bills of the called-in _ 
emiſſions, 4 4 107 
Treaſurers of the reſpective ſtates, to make monthly returns of 
monies received, - - 286 
Treaſury-board, to prepare a circular letter to the ſtates, - 6 
reported and agreed to, - 15 
to extract and lay before Congreſs, the reſolu- 
tions reſpecting finance, - 17 
extract to be made by, eg, in and order. 
thereon, 19 
ſecretary of, to be appointed; ons his ſalary 
fixed, 38 


Mr. Frelinghanuſen appointed a member of, 52 
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Treaſury-board, reports of, reſpecting Benne, laid before Con- 
greſs, - 125 
to ou uidate accounts, Kc. for general Heath's 
le expenſes, - - 135 
to report a plan for public ſubſcriptions, to be 
repaid out of the taxes when collected, 176 
ſecretary to, Mr. Robert Troup choſen, 177 
ordinance, for eſtabliſhing, - 228 
additional clauſe to, - 340 


to lay before Congreſs the whole amount of mo- 
nies received at the loan-offices ; and of bills 
of credit iſſued, &c. - 251 
how to be applied to, for money for the depart- 
ments under direction of the board of war, 269 


officers of, to continue during pleaſure, 294 
to have the direction of bills of exchange to be 
drawn on Meſſrs. Jay and Laurens, 328 


keeping and ſtating public books at, aſſignable 
to the firſt clerk in the auditor-general's office, 340 
Troops, quota of, to be furniſhed for the next campaign, 69 
{ſyſtem of regulations to be obſerved by, eſtabliſhed, 90 
Trumbull Josepb, Eſq; late commiſſary-general, his conduct high- 
ly approved, and allowance for ſervices done by, 93 
adminiſtrator to eſtate of, to exhibit the caſh ac- 
counts for final ſettlement, - 103 
accounts of, to be ſettled, &c. by Mr, Jonathan 
Trumbull, ; jun. under direction of the board of 
treaſury, - - 139 
for ſettling accounts of, farther afſiſtance allowed, 214 
Valnais Mr. appointed conſul of France, at Boſton, &c. 22 
Vandalia memorial reſpecting, laid before Congreſs, - 268 
and Indiana, memorial reſpeCting, referred to a commit- 
tee, - - - 286 
report reſpeQing, taken into conſideration, and 
proceedings thereon, - - 286, 300 
Vermont, ſo termed, reſolves reſpecting inhabitants of, moved by 
the delegates of New-York ſtate, - 163 
various papers relative to, tranſmitted to Congreſs by the 
governor of New-York ſtate, and referred to a com- 


mittee of the whole, - - 177 

committee to be appointed to repair to, and confer with 
the inhabitants, — - 180 
committee appointed, - 181 


committee to repair to, to enquire reſpecting mal- treat- 
ment of officers, aQing under the ſtate of N. York, 197 
acts and laws of, ſo termed, laid before Congreſs, 209 
committee appointed to repair to, lay their proceedings 
before Congreſs, - - 216 
copies of 1 concerning to be delivered to Jonas 
Fay and Paul Spooner, as private perſons, - 245 
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Vermont, report of committee of the whole, on affairs reſpeCting, 


and agreed to, - 276 


clauſe in, reſpecting deciding betweengrantees, &c. 
repealed, and ſubſtitute inſerted, - 283 


Veſſel of war, private, commiſſion for granted to the committee 


of commerce, — - - 219 


Virginia, to raiſe 600 men to guard the convention troops, 12 


men raiſed by, as above, to have continental pay and ra- 
tions, - - - 336 
monies advanced to militia of, accounts of, to be tranſ- 
mitted to governor of, 22 
reſolutions, by general aſſembly of, and inſtructions to 
delegates of, laid before Congreſs ; and order thereon, 26 


ſtate of treaſury of, information reſpecting, - 27 
1000 ſtand of arms to be borrowed from, for troops deſ- 
tined to the ſouthern ſtates, - - 108 


inſtructions to delegates of, to ratify the articles of con- 


federation as binding, with ſuch ſtates as are willing 
ſo to confederate, = 5 157 


loan to, of 300, 000 dollars, - - 163 
recommended to, to guard againſt officers having occa- 
fion to aſk leave of abſence, in midſt of a campaign, 256 
governor of, to endeavour to prevent ſettlements being 


made beyond the Ohio, - - 304 
troops of line of, to be immediately put into motion, 
to join the foathern army, — n 


to furniſh 20,000 barrels of Indian corn for the army, 337 
and Pennſylvania, diſpute between concerning bounda- 


ry, recommendation reſpecting, - 345 
any one delegate of, em ok for de to repreſent, 348 
Voluntier corps of French, offer of, for defence of ſouthern ſtates, 


accepted, 108 


Wasbington his excellency general, to enker a court of enquiry, 


&c. reſpecting alledged abuſes, &c. in quarter- 


maſter department, 24, 25 
to take meaſures to re-enliſt Coldiers whoſe times are 

near expiring, and to raiſe new recruits, 25 
to ſuperintend and direct the military operations in 

all departments, - - 26 
to complete the arrangement of the army, and ſettle 

rank under brigadier-general, - 33 
to direct courts-martial to be held on perſons accuſed 

of miſdemeanors, - - 35 
to take meaſures to defend the weſtern frontiers, 55 


to endeavour to negociate an exchange of priſoners, 63 
to cauſe returns to be made of officers, &c. in corps 
of light-dragoons, artillery artificers, &c, and where 
enliſted, - - w 74 


to take meaſures to have a number of waggoners 
enliſted, - K bs 113 
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ſyasbington his excellency general, to endeavour the exchange 
of captain Green, taken at the Cedars, - 75 

proceedings of court-martial on A officers 
at Springfield, referred to, 110 
neceſſitous ſtate of Rhode-Ifland, to endeavour to” 
provide for, - - 141 
to direct military operations, as he may judge expe- 
dient, — — — 144 

to take order on Dr. Morgan's charges againſt Dr. 
Shippen, - - - 197 

empowered to order a gratuity of 100 dollars each, 

to ſoldiers enliſted for during the war, before Ja- 


nuary 23, 1779, — — 200 
his plan, and meaſures to execute the weſtern expe- 
dition, much approved of, 251 
letter from, to take ſuch meaſures as he thinks meet, 
on matters contained in, - 316 
committee appointed to confer "Ow on the ſtate of 
the ſouthern army, - 330 
to apply for militia as he may find requiſite, ibid. 
thanks of Congreſs to, for vigilance, &c. and in par- 
ticular reſpe ting Stoney-Point, - 226 
thanks of 9 to, for attack ordered on Powles- 
Hook, - - 278 
thanks of Congreſe to, for directing an expedition 
againſt hoſtile Indians towards Niagara, 289 
thanks of Congreſs to, for directing an expedition 
againſt the Mingo and Munſey Indians, &c. 296 
ads worth colonel, commiſſary-general of purchaſes, his reſigna- 
tion.cannot now be accepted, - 185 
his reſignation to be accepted, - - 29 
deſired to continue ſome longer in office, 334 
Waggon, with driver and four horſes, 134 dollars, with one ra- 
tion and forage per day, allowed for, 196 


driver to be exempted from militia duties and fines, ibid. 
Waggoners, a proper number of to be enliſted, order ng 

and allowance to, 74 

former act reſpecting repealed; and new eſtabliſhed, 113 

Warrant-officers, on civil ſtaff of the army, to be liable to arreſts, &c. 75 
Wayne brigadier-general, thanks of Congrels to, for bravery, &c. 

in the attack on Stoney-Point, - 226 

gold medal to be preſented to, - - 227 

troops under, highly eſteemed ; and honorary rewards to, ibid. 
Ways and means, report of committee of the whole on ; and pro- 

ceedings thereon, - - - 320 
Whiting Mr. travelling expenſes allowed to, on his journey re ſ- 

pecting Saliſbury furnace, 3 - - 99 
Widows of officers and ſoldiers enliſted for during the war, re- 

commended to the ſtates to provide for, 240 
Wilson James, Eſq; appointed advocate-general for the French 

nation, — - - 269 
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Windel & Penet, Meſſrs. and company, an agreement to be made 
with for manufacturing arms, 31 
Mr. to be invited to ſuperintend manufaQuring 
arms ; and terms wherevn, - 104 
Wine prize, to be reſerved for the army, - 276 
Witneſſes, to attend on ORE, recommended to the ſtates 
to oblige, - 315 
Yeas and nays to be publiſhed i in the journal, 90 
_ captain, letter from, to owners, laid before Congreſs, and 
order thereon, - - - 223 


Zegwits baron Harman, formerly lieutenant-colonel, convicted of 
treaſon, permitted to depart the ſtates, on proviſo, 217 
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